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Christchurch: Karl Arnesen

From Glen Anthony.
Th e March meeting was hosted by 

Karl Arnesen. Karl has an extensive, 
immaculate outdoor railway — the 
largest amongst the Christchurch club 
members.

 It has grown over the last eight 
or more years and contains concrete 

mountains, ponds with fi sh, a large 
town section and mature miniature 
plants and creepers. 

Each time we visit there is always an 
area which has been modifi ed or re-
developed. Th is year a large tree hedge 
had been replaced with a new concrete 
mountain. 

Karl has certainly perfected the 
concrete colouring process and his 
latest mountain looks extremely 
realistic. Th e photos don’t really do it 
justice. 

Karl still has plans for the future, 
including recolouring earlier mountains 
using his refi ned artistic skills and the 

▲ Karl Arneson’s garden layout has some dramatic photo spots. Here Bill’s LGB railcar units can be seen crossing one of the 
bridges in the Jessie Falls canyon.
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Christchurch

expansion of the river canyon into a 
newly created area.

As usual the town-load of 
buildings and figures were all out to 
complete the scene of a busy railway.

Phillip brought his collection 
of European coaches, Bill and 
Dawn had a complementing LGB 
European Railcar set. Roger came 
with a short Aristocraft train.  

Don brought a Santa Fe diesel, 
but it did not make it far before 
running into problems. Upon 
further inspection Don discovered 
that the traction tyres were all loose 
and the rubber had perished.  It 
seems that the recent running day 
at Don’s where the brass rail had got 
extremely hot in the sun had not 
only burnt people’s hands, it had also 
ruined the loco’s traction tyres!  

A lesson for the future!  

Top Left:  Karl’s diesel train waits at 
the Jessie Falls station yard. This 
view gives some impression of the 
size of Karl’s mountains.

Left: A railcar arrives at the busy town 
of Jessie Falls.  Karl’s numerous 
buildings and people complete the 
scene.  The railcar was a Hartford 
kit.

Bottom Left: Trains pass one of the 
two ponds on the layout.  Both 
have real goldfish in them, but the 
fishermen have never been lucky 
enough to catch any yet.  The local 
birds have had much more success 
though — much to Karl’s disgust!

Top Right: Roger’s Aristocaft loco 
crosses Karl’s impressive scratch-
built viaduct over the Jessie Falls 
canyon river.  On a good day 
you can see the large red ‘whales’ 
swimming in the river.

Bottom Right: Karl’s passenger train 
on the old trestle bridge.  This 
was a twin-track bridge until the 
recent deviation through the new 
mountain in the background.
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▲  An LGB tram loco leads the train across a short viaduct.  The viaduct was much taller here, but a subsequent ‘landslide’ has 
covered the bottom of the legs.

▼ Karl’s LGB Mikado thunders across the bridge at the head of a long passenger train, shattering the quietness of the local 
fishermen.

Christchurch
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New Mountains at Mount Catt
Karl Arnesen

▲ The finished mountain, with Phillip Cooke’s train of LGB stock passing across the old 
viaduct at the front. 

▼ This ‘in-progress’ view of the new mountain shows the construction 
techniques employed.  The box framework support for the trees and the wire 
netting sub-base of the mountain can be seen clearly.

 At the end of last summer the 
engineer’s report indicated that the 
double-track trestle was coming to the 
end of its life and was only capable of 
taking a one-way track. Drastic action 
was called for. 

Planning permission was obtained 
from “Her Indoors” and the shrubs 
in the corner of the garden were 
felled very quickly before any 
objections could come in and hold 
up the progress. The shrubs needed 
to be removed as they were now of 
a size that shaded the house from 
the late afternoon sun in winter — a 
terrible crime — and thus definitely 
needing to be removed.

Another reason for creating the 
new mountains was to incorporate 
a planter box to hold the potted 
plants that I use on the indoor 
layout and  get used only three or 
four days a year. This way the plants 
would be in use all year round and 
not get forgotten about at the back 
of the house and suffer from time to 
time from insufficient water. 

Thus the first step in building the 
new mountain block was to build 
the planter box with two levels to be 
able to hold all the plants I use on the 
indoor layout.

On my last visit to San Diego 
one of the visits took me to 
the home of Jay, and his wife 
Renata Reynoldson. Renata 
had done most of the mountain 
building on their garden railroad 
using a similar technique to 
my own — that is building 
up a frame and putting layers 
of chicken wire on it before 
applying the cement mixture. 

My way of doing this was fairly 
wasteful as much of the plaster 
mix falls through the wire to the 
ground. Renata covered the wire 
with old sheets which she then 
painted with a substance causing 
the sheets to harden.

Unfortunately Renata died 
shortly after my return to New 
Zealand, and I was unable to 
remember and find out what the 

substance was that she applied to the 
sheets before starting to concrete.

 I rang several places here, but no one 
could give me any help in what to apply. 
One place suggested I try a mixture of 

Christchurch
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cement and water, I tried 
this but it didn’t work. In 
the end I started to apply 
the concrete straight over 
the sheets as they were and 
this worked fine. 

The major advantage 
of getting the sheets to 
harden before the concrete 
is applied would be that 
a more solid foundation 
would be created and the 
concrete would be less 
inclined to crack thus 
allowing a larger area to be 
concreted at a time.

Despite all of this the 
mountains slowly took 
shape with the lovely grey 
colour of concrete to the 
fore. Previously I had 
mixed the coloured dye 
into the concrete as I went 
along, but this proved to 
be fairly expensive and this 
time I decided to put a 
thin layer of the coloured 
concrete over the top 
when the base had been 
established. This worked 
extremely well and was 
much more cost effective. 
Wonderful this new jargon, 
isn’t it!

The mountains have been 
designed so that I can gain 
access to the track that in 
effect is in the tunnel by 
squeezing in behind them. 
Then I can clean the track 
and get at any derailments 
that might occur. Mind 
you I will have to watch 
the weight as it is a tight 
squeeze getting in!

All that remains to be 
done to finish off is to 
cement into place some 
of the rock pieces I have 
collected from along the 
Lindis Pass to add some 
variety and texture to the 
finished mountains. 

I am also thinking I 
might put a layer of thin 
wood over the planter box 
openings and cut holes to 
place the pots into. This 
would allow for two things. 
Firstly, it would be easier to 
put a thin layer of mulch 
over the board to make it 
look more realistic, and 
secondly, would cut down 
on the weeds that grow 
fairly prolifically among the 
pots at present. 

A Coromandel Oddity
Henrik Dorbeck

Having spent quite a bit 
of time in Hahei as a boy I 
have a love and affinity for 
the Coromandel area. 

Late last year Heather 
and I went to stay in 
Pauanui for a few days for 
a well-earned break. While 
there we drove up to Hahei 
and Whitianga for a look-
see then on the last day we 
went up into the Broken 
Hills area. 

This is not a well 
travelled area as the loop 
road was severed by a land-
slip years ago and never 
repaired.

 Broken Hills was a very 
productive 
gold-
mining 
area in its 
day and 
produced 
gold until 
1927. 

It had 
several 
mines in 
the valley 
and had a 
tramway connecting two of 
the mines for crushing and 
processing the ore.

 Where are the Broken 
Hills? They are beside the 
Pauanui turnoff and on 
the Kopu Rd. Both roads 

bear the same name as they 
are only separated by a 
landslide. 

If you follow the Tairua 
River up to the end you 
will have passed through 
the Broken Hills area.

 Whilst in the area we 
passed a very strange 
foot bridge across the 
Tairua River on a piece of 
farmland. 

On our way back I 
stopped there and took a 
series of photos. 

The bridge was 
constructed in three 
sections- section one was 
built of an old rail bridge, 

section two 
was made 
from huge I 
beams that 
were made 
in England 
and section 
three, in the 
middle, was 
made of an 
old disused 
turntable 
body. 

The whole contraption 
was for foot traffic only and 
was a real farmer-built job. 
I am sure OSH would have 
passed the structure as fit 
for the use intended! 

▲ Karl demonstrates the correct method of rescuing 
derailed trains in the canyon.  Some members may 
remember the photo of Dean’s alternate method which 
involved getting your feet wet when a loco fell into the 
river last year.

Christchurch
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Auckland - Michael Hilliar

Well I wasn’t supposed to be doing 
the write-up this month, but there 
was a major change to this month’s 
arrangement. Thursday night I received 
an email from Ian Lewis informing me 
that he was just back from a brief and 
unexpected trip to hospital and would 
not be fit enough to run the March 
meeting. 

Ian had spent quite some time getting 
his railroad ready as there is nothing 
better than setting a date! A couple 
of visitors from the Wellington area 
promising to turn up had made Ian even 
more disappointed.

Liz and I decided we could host the 
meeting instead. I was intending to hold 
a meeting sometime and the railway is 
basically still in the same state it was 
when we held our last meeting six 
months ago. 

▲  The Colorado and Southern 2-8-0, converted from a LGB Mogul, crossing the thirteen foot long trestle.

▲ Henrik’s  Austrian U class Steyrtal loco.

▼ Michael’s C&S 2-8-0 crossing the through-truss bridge.
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The only problem was a 
controller and as you will have 
seen in the last newsletter I have 
lost or misplaced the hand-
piece, but a call to Bruce Seddon 
solved that problem with a 
borrowed unit. 

Friday night was spent on the 
phone informing everyone of the 
change of plans. Saturday was 
spent getting the backyard made 
presentable with weeds being 
pulled and the shed tidied up. 

Henrik gave a hand with 
track cleaning and by the late 
afternoon we had an engine 
chugging around showing us 
that the track power was now 
consistent.

Sunday morning it was 
raining. Oh dear, but then in 
the past we have had some very 
interesting wet meetings here 
so that shouldn’t be a problem! 
It can get a bit cozy in the shed while 
waiting for the rain to go away. 

Got a few calls enquiring whether it 
was still on, but as Lizzy had done the 
baking, yes it was still on. 

I moved some of my half-finished 
models onto the table in the lounge 
so that at least we would have some 
discussion pieces. 

After a morning of watching the rain, 
about midday it showed signs that it 

might clear up. The bridges were 
put in, a train placed on the track, 
power switched on and yes, we 
have a train running. Half an hour 
later the rain was back as if it had 
never stopped. 

Dennis Lindsay brought along a 
lengthened D&RGW baggage car 
and a RPO (railway post office) 
car he is working on and put them 
on the table also. 

These are being built from three 
LGB baggage cars and with some 
clever cutting you end up with 
two near scale length cars for the 
D&RGW San Juan passenger set 
he is building.

 Dennis also showed us some 
parts he recently imported for the 
D&RGW 2-8-0  C16 project 
both of us will be starting on 
sometime once the three short 
cabooses are finally finished.

Henrik brought along the only 
other visiting train of the day — this was 
an Austrian U class from Steyrtal railway 
which added a contrast to the usual 
American trains run here.

The turn out was rather low probably 

Above and below: Two shots of Henrik’s U Class

Auckland
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Auckland

due to the rain, which was a bit 
disappointing, but at least one member 
put in the miles. Ian and Ann Galbrath 
from Masterton were in town and 
had visited Ian and Hilary Lewis at 
Warkworth in the morning before 
coming down here mid-afternoon. 

Anyway, in between the showers 
trains were run before moving inside for 

afternoon tea, I must thank my daughter 
Katrina and Tristan for doing some 
fresh scones etc. 

Discussions continued on inside while 
the younger ones sheltering in the cat-
house ran my train in the rain. The gear 
came in later a bit drowned! Surprising 
for the weather conditions a number left 
quite late.

One thing I have done since the last 
meeting is to build a retaining wall 
for the second raised garden from old 
railway sleepers. This has been fairly 
heavy work done over the hot summer 
months.

When I first got into this scale I read 
you will either break your back bending 

over to maintain the rails at ground 
level or you can raise the rails to a more 
comfortable level. I chose the latter 
option. I wanted to be able to lie back in 
a swivel deck chair with a controller in 
one hand and a drink in the other and 
watch trains go by at eye level!

Our railway has been built around the 
perimeter of the back garden with a run 
of about 250 feet so that I could have at 
least an impression of distance. 

The design was to include two 
stations with a fairly simple track plan 
of a passing loop and a siding. One 
station will be in the long shed and the 

▲ Henrik’s European stock at home on 
the American based layout 

▶ The first raised garden completed 
about ten years ago. 

▼ The second raised garden; the 
sleeper retaining wall was this 
summer’s project.

Continued on P15 
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 Progress here in Tawa on Hannah 
& Michelle’s Railway was a bit slower 
than hoped over summer, but at 
4.30pm on February 28th we ran our 
first train on the permanently laid track 
much to everyone’s delight.  

The railway took about a year to plan 
and two months of ground work to get 
to the present state.  There is still lots 

Progress Report on H&M’s Railway
John Robinson

▲ The Climax passing “hypa-turfa” 
cutting. The closest “bridge” will be 
replaced with a two-span through-
truss bridge based on the standard 
NZR 40’ design 

◀ The Climax enters the main station.  
The LGB field steam loco (thanks 
Trev) is climbing up the hill halfway 
between the two stations.  The 
downhill run is the line between.
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Wellington

to be done as you can see in the pictures. The two 
principle Directors, however, are very pleased with 
Dad’s efforts.

The autumn weather has been a bit savage, but 
passing loops at what will be the two stations have 
now been laid, including on/off switches wired in 
for isolating, and of course some very satisfying train 
running has taken place.  

There are a few gremlins being sorted out, such as 
waterproof on/off switches that are not completely 
waterproof and improvements to Aristo-craft wide 
radius turnouts.  

The Aristo-craft turnouts I have improved by 
removing the frog plastic casing, trimming the 
bottom off it by about 0.5-1mm and reinstalling so 
the top is level with the brass rails and also deepening 

the flangeway by about 1-1.5mm to better suit the 
large LGB flanges.

It’s easier and quicker than it sounds. I’ll provide 
some notes & pics on this at a later date once my 
modifications have been proved in service.

Briefly, H&M’s railway has a single main line 48m 
long looping through existing trees and shrubs using 
Aristo-craft track laid on a prepared basecourse 
base with paving block bedding sand as ballast.

Maximum grade is 2% (1 in 50) with a minimum 
radius of 4’, but mostly 5’ and 8’ curves.

I’m using a Crest/Aristo-craft Basic Train 
Engineer controller with power to it supplied by a 
switching power supply from JayCar Electronics 
intended for laptop computer mains power supply.

It seems to be functioning fine for my needs at 
present but the railway is being wired for long term 
DCC control.  

The bedding sand used is a crushed “sharp” sand 
with a maximum particle size of 5mm (PAP5), and a 
grading envelope which includes fine particles (dust) 
which should in theory wash down with rain and 
lock into the voids and bind it all together nicely and 
not hopefully end up in loco mechanisms.

Buildings, bridges etc. and smaller plantings are to 
follow. 

It will hopefully have a NZ flavour but most 
importantly be a pleasant place to sit, watch trains 
and enjoy the odd refreshment. Lights are to 
be installed for night running.

Leaves, falling apples and bird poop will always 
be an ongoing maintenance item, but that I guess 
is nothing new to anyone with a garden railway 
underneath trees — except perhaps the apples!

Happy G-Scaling,
  John.

▲ The first train being hauled by my almost complete Dubs A.

▲ Director Michelle at the top station as the loop is being test 
run by her loco.

▼ Director Hannah at the site of the top station.  The Dubs A 
sporting a temporary funnel & dome.
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On arrival at the Hutt Shops, I 
jumped into my overalls and headed 
over to our small offi  ce in Plant 1.

I’m greeted by a fl urry of activity 
and noise of the goings-on of men and 
machines hard at work. Well not so 
much of work because at 4.30 pm most 
of the day shift have started to pack up 
and head home.

After signing in and chatting with 
my teammates of group 8, we all turn 
our attention to group 12 starting to 
leave. Some may be working overtime, 
depending on  how busy things are.  

Th is time of day is called “hand-

over time”, which means either 
we carry on with what they 
have been up to or, as usually 
happens, our team leader hands 
out the work required for the 
night.

Our team leader had informed 
us that DXH 5431 had arrived 
and we were to bring her into 
plant 1 for a complete strip 
down and upgrade to a DXB 
class locomotive.  

After putting on our high 
visibility vests, we headed out 
to the yard at the rear of plant 
1 to check out our newest 

DXB PROJECT — Part 1
Dan Hughes

▲ On Monday March 26, 2006 about 4.30pm. DXH 
5431 is waiting to be sent into Plant 1 for a complete 
strip-down.

 The handrails, sand boxes and cowcatchers have already 
been removed.

▶ TR 56 is a great little workhorse around the 
workshops — a little beaten up, but she still goes well.

▼ TR 56 and DXH 5431 on the traverse, about 5pm, 
26th March 2006.
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assignment for the next 6 to 8 weeks.
All sorts of words were mentioned, 

like “pig of the fl eet” or “give me a Ka 
any day” (wonder who said that?). 
“Enough of the wise cracks you lot 
and just get it on the Traverse and get 
it bedded for the night” (team leader 
giving us the hurry along) “Dan, put 
that bloody camera away and get the 
TR fi red up”.

Well we did just that and like 
most DX’s, it creaked and squeaked 
as we dragged her onto the traverse.  
She protested at being pushed into 
Plant 1 — with much kicking and 
screaming — like most ladies that don’t 
like being moved around too much.

When we got her inside we set to 

work disconnecting traction motor, 
leads, the brake system and numerous 
other items to get the loco ready to lift 
her off  her bogies. 

Th en after all that, we hooked up the 
100 ton crane to the loco.

Up she goes and once up to full 
height, the bogies are moved away and 
temporary ones are put in place. Th en 
we can lower her onto them.

After that was complete, we dragged 
her out onto the traverse and took 
her down to the stripping road where 
she will be stripped right down to the 
chassis.

Next month: Th e strip-down.

▲ The 100 ton crane being hooked up 
to DXH 5431 so that it can be lifted 
off its bogies.

◀ DXH 5421  suspended prior to 
being lowered on to temporary 
bogies so that it can be sent to the 
Strip-down Road

▼ The two bogies from DXH 5421 
ready to be sent for refurbishing.

DXB
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From Glen Anthony.
The 150th anniversary of the opening 

of the Dunedin Railway Station is 
being held over Labour Weekend this 
year. Owing to the fact that it will be 
the largest gathering of steam locos 
since Rail 125 (Christchurch in 1988), 
the event has already been dubbed 
“Octoberfest” by some of the railfan 
community.

Steam locos will be coming from 
around the country and include 
Jb1236, and Ab663 from Mainline 
Steam, Wab 794 from Fielding, 
Ja1271 from Steam Inc. in Wellington, 
D140 from Ferrymead and K88 from 
Tinwald. There will also be A67 from 
Ocean Beach Railway.

The event is action-packed with a 
cavalcade of locos on Sunday morning 
and various shuttle trips to different 
destinations over the weekend. These 
include small shuttle trips between the 
Station and the Otago Early Settlers 
Museum, and longer trips to the 
Dunedin loco depot, an open day at 
the Hillside Railway Workshops, and 
trips to Sawyers Bay (with a different 
loco on each trip). Day excursions 
are also running to Middlemarch and 
Invercargill, but these were sold out last 
year!

Other places to visit over the weekend 
include Ocean Beach Railway, and John 
Rappard’s Signal Hill Railway. Don 
Ellis and Rob Wilson have indicated 
they may take their locos down to John 
Rappard’s for the weekend.

The bigger steam locos are steaming 
down to Dunedin with railway tour 
groups (two tour groups coming from 
Auckland and one form Wellington) 
so the accommodation in Dunedin 
is already quite full for the weekend. 
If you intend to go I recommend you 
book motels now.

More info on the event and train 
timetables can be found on the official 
website; http://www.dunedinstation.
co.nz/

Octoberfest G-Scale in Scotland

 Fraser Neilson, the secretary of the G-Scale in Scotland group, has sent us 
some pictures to use — including this one of his own LGB layout (above) and 
the shot of  Susch (below) that is the prototype for the Pola model.

The group operates much like we do — meetings around members’ homes 
and no formal clubrooms. Their website is gscaleinscotland.co.uk.
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19 Feb 06.  We doubled-headed the 
loco’s for the first time.  

We had both loco’s coupled and 
pulling a heavy LGB train.  It’s a 
marvelous sight.  Rubeus is slower 
running and is less affected by the 
tight R1 curves (90 degrees) on our 
patio track than Albus is.  

With Rubeus leading, around the 
curves the coupling chains between 

the loco’s tighten as Rubeus helps 
Albus, but on the straights the chain 
goes slack and they run buffer to 
buffer as Albus helps Rubeus along.  

It’s great juggling the regulators to 
get it just right.  With double-heading 
the whole train can run much slower, 
without me having to drive Albus by 
having to power on around the curves 
and power off on the straights.  

I timed the whole train at a scale 8.4 
mph around the track recently.  I was 
able to feed water into the boilers and 
operate the water gauge blow-down as 
the train worked up the  incline.  

I top-up the meths tanks too whilst 
underway not wishing to disturb the 
regulator setting.  

Sometimes Albus’ pressure drops to 
30 PSI with prolonged slow running 
so I’ll open up the blower valve a 
smidgen and within a lap of the circuit 
Albus is blowing off again! 

The Joy of Double-heading
David Bousefield

other is yet to be built because I had 
to build a cat-house and run using an 
existing shed, but one day that will go. 

The idea is to run trains in opposing 
directions, crossing each other and 
allowing for a little bit of shunting. 
Otherwise it is intended to keep it as 
simple as possible.

 I have employed a number of 
different construction methods. There 
are two raised gardens and these have 
been linked by bridges and a trestle. The 

rest is on sturdy framework set on 100 x 
100 posts set into the ground. 

I am generally a “belt and braces” type 
guy who builds like the proverbial brick 
outhouse. I do believe you need the 
strongest possible roadbed to combat 
warping etc. 

 I have been working on this slowly 
over the past fifteen years — I am not 
known for rushing things! This summer 
probably one of the biggest projects 
has been the sleeper retaining wall and 
the backfilling from a large pile of soil 

collected over the years. 
Although the trackbed is supported 

on posts, it will take a year or so before 
the soil is completely compacted to 
be able to landscape a cascading river 
beside the line before it drops in a 
waterfall into a pond below. 

It was a good thing we didn’t postpone 
the meeting to the following 
weekend — the weather was just as bad 
or even a shade worse. Ian is back to 
good health and has booked September 
for another meeting. 

Continued from P9
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Tony Cairns and I were invited to 
attend this year’s Model Railway Show 
held in the Stoke Memorial Hall over 
the weekend of 25th-26th of March.

LetsGetBizi II had been looking a 
little tired so I decided (with about 6 
weeks to the show) that I would rebuild 
the layout and so LetsGetBizi III was 
born. 

It follows very much the format and 
layout from the previous one. It now 
sits, however, on 4 baseboards rather 
than 3. 

The determining factor in the layout 
design is as always the size of the trailer 
that transports the layout around. With 
cunning use of the sizes we now have 
a layout that is 600 mm longer 
across the front and the main 
line running is 50% longer than 
before.

I used 3x1 dressed timber 
underframes, glued and screwed 
together with a 9mm fibreboard 
top also glued and screwed to 
the subframe. 

This has made a light but very 
strong base for the layout. 

Another innovation was to 

use all the same size legs!! No more 
searching for leg A4 to go under layout 
B1 etc etc. They all have 8mm bolts 
with tee nuts in the legs so very easy 
to assemble and, more to the point, 
disassemble. 

The boards are aligned at the joints 
with the track joiners and the boards 
are held together with 2 x G clamps 
underneath.

The layout includes most of the 
previous features, machine shop, 
sawmill, welder, bigger pond and bridge 
lights etc. but it has a much greater area 
and a “Tractor Show” for all the ever-
growing die cast tractors that are being 
collected. 

These caused a great deal of interest 
among the spectators in Nelson. Some 
asked “where were the dogs?” as those 
pesky canines have not yet been added. 

The log spar is now motorised with a 
working carriage. The winch, however, 
requires a bit of tlc as it screamed its 
head off when used, so a bit of lube for 
it is needed. 

The layout now also features  a Noch 
sound system which has animal noises 
and background “white noise”.

The old log train shuttle was 
dispensed with as the new layout has 
a siding on the log-yard side of the 
sawmill to receive the logs. 

I will have to move another siding 
sideways a little as on a paired “S” bend 
the longer Shay and Heisler fouled 
stock stored on the siding – easy to do 
though. 

The wiring connections under the 
baseboards were all temporary across 
the joins for the weekend but I shall 
have all the connecting plugs done soon 
after the return to town. 

In summary, the new layout 
functioned very well over the weekend 
getting a lot of attention from the 
viewing public.

My thanks to Ray who looked after 
the layout when Tony and I rushed 
off to get more trannys for the sawmill 
after nearly cooking a couple of LGB 
models. 

Next show in a month’s time is in 
Ashburton at a Die Cast Show. 

Nelson Model Railway Show 2006
Rob Wilson
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Once again the tired old engineer 
stepped down from his badly 
weathered steed to examine just where 
the steam was leaking from this time. 
While out on an unfamiliar branchline 
his faithful friend had let him down. It 
really is time that railway management 
brought in a new locomotive. The old 
ones were just that — old. 

So, it was with cap-in-hand that 
our friend makes his way back down 
that branchline, without the loco or 
its attendant train, and 
to face the music from 
management.

 Just as he arrives 
back at Acorn Halt, the 
managing director steps 
out of the depot with a 
huge smile on his face, and 
his pocket a lot slimmer 
than when he had entered 
a few hours earlier. 

Well, you guessed it, 
there was a brand new 
locomotive waiting there 
for our hero, and better 
yet, it was already warmed 
through and set to go. 

It turns out that the 
Management at Squirrel Valley had 
been eyeing up this lovely little mining 
style Mogul for a few years, and when 
the Director of a neighbouring railway 
also expressed interest in one, they 
were able to negotiate a good price on a 
pair from the dealer!

So, a deal was struck, eventually the 
two locomotives arrived by nothing 
less than air freight, would you believe, 
and with a little lubrication Squirrel 

Valley’s latest acquisition was in service. 
Our engineer friend was delighted, and 
had quickly seated himself in the cab 
and was making his way back up to the 
stricken train he had left earlier on in 
the day. 

A few clever shunting moves had the 
worn out locomotive well and truly 
sidelined, and the train firmly attached 
to the drawbar of this new locomotive. 

Well that was when the next surprise 
of the day struck. This new locomotive 

was fast, and very nimble when 
running light, and even had a nice little 
beat to the exhaust as long as you kept 
the speed down, but attach anything 
more than a couple of cars to the draw-
bar and it was all wheel spin and skids. 
Oh dear.

Well it was off with HALF the train, 
back down to the depot, pick up a bit 
of extra ballast for the locomotive, then 
back up the branch for the balance of 
the load. Certainly a lesson for our 
engineer, but also something we can all 
learn from. Don’t expect a locomotive 
based on a very small prototype to haul 
express-style loads. 

Of course most of you will have 
guessed that we’ve been discussing the 
little Mining Mogul from Bachman 
that we had running here at Squirrel 

Valley Railway during the last running 
day. And, yes, the lubrication and extra 
weights are both things I have done 
to make this little loco perform a bit 
better. Also, a very light weather job 
has dulled the bright white details a 
little, adding to the realism somewhat. 
We have been looking for one of these 
little engines for quite a while, and 
when Carl from Huntly expressed an 
interest then that’s all it took to get the 
ball rolling. 

A couple of quick 
extra comments too, the 
loco’s came from San 
Val, not one of the usual 
companies most deal 
with in the States, but 
do try them. They were 
offering these loco’s $10 
cheaper than anyone 
else. $10 might not seem 
much, but on an $80 
loco, it’s quite significant. 
Also, don’t expect this 
little loco to haul great 
loads. Although I have 
four metal-wheeled bogie 
wagons behind mine 
regularly, all the wagon 

journals are kept well lubricated, and 
I don’t have noticeable grades or sharp 
curves here at Squirrel Valley Railway. 

But, a very nice runner, quiet, sure-
footed and reliable. It occasionally goes 
out on track that hasn’t been cleaned 
or even run on for two or more weeks, 
and still performs smoothly. Now that 
is a good recommendation. As for the 
long term reliability, well I guess time 
will tell!! 

PS. Make sure you specify “surface 
mail” as “air” almost doubled the cost 
of these little loco’s, but even then, they 
were significantly cheaper than buying 
locally.

Grant Alexander
Managing Director
Squirrel Valley Railway
Cambridge.

New Motive Power at Squirrel Valley Railway.

▲ Squirrel Valley’s new Mogul.
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A Tale of Two Baggage Vans.
Henrik Dorbeck

Recently LGB have produced a series 
of very nice carriages for their Saxon 
Railway system to go with the Saxon 
Meyer loco. 

They have produced a 4-wheel 
carriage, a wooden-sided and a steel-
sided bogie carriage, all in different 
numbers. The steel-clad carriage has 
been re-lettered for DR which is a later 
era. This is OK as it still looks good 
with the earlier wooden version. 

In addition to this series, they have 
produced a beautiful 2-6-2T for many 
years in many varied liveries and an 
extremely chunky 2-10-2T in two 
numbers so far. They are part of the 

Harz series. 
As well, they have produced a myriad 

of goods rolling stock and numerous 
steel-sided carriages in all types of 
guises. 

All of these carriages are in the 6 
window version which while correct, 
ignores the fact that they also came 
out in seven, eight and nine window 
versions. All are still running on 
the line as part of their day-to-day 
operations. 

 The only thing I was disappointed 
with was the lack of a baggage van for 
both lines. 

To be fair the Harz line has been 

represented with two different color 
versions of the same four-wheeled 
baggage van and a combine. Nice that 
they are, they really do not capture 
the feel of the “proper” baggage vans 
present on the line.

I set to on the internet to do some 
research. On the official Harz site there 
was nothing, but from the Saxon site I 
had some pictures and drawings by the 
end of the night. 

The Harz was a little more elusive 
and finally I found a society similar 
to the “Friends of the Cumbres and 
Toltec” but for the Harz lines. 

Continued on P19 
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For Sale
Aristocraft C-16 2-8-0 Steam 

Locomotive.  Colorado and 
Southern No 32 coal burner.

Brand new – never used.  
$350.00

Aristocraft SD-45 Diesel 
Locomotive.  Santa Fe War Bonnet. 
Brand new – never used.  $475.00

2 x Soundtraxx Sierra Sound 
Systems for Bachmann 2-8-0  
Consolidation.  Brand new – never 
used. 

 
Each sound system includes: 

Digital Sound Card/ Reed switch 
and magnets for ‘chuffs’/ speaker/
speaker mounting kit/ switch and 
hookup wire/ installation and 
programming handbooks.  

$175 each (MSRP is $189 US 
dollars!)   

Although this kit is designed for 
the Bachmann Consolidation, the 
sound card may be customised to 
suit other steam loco’s as well – even 
an articulated steam loco.

Many ancilliary sounds are 
included – steam hiss/ pop valve/air 
pumps/ cylinder blowdown/ coal 
shoveling/ whistle/ bell/  grease 
gun/ blower/dynamo/ lighting 
effects for marslight or firebox 
flicker.  Depending on the effect, the 
sounds are generated continuously, 
automatically in response to some 
other action, or as controlled by the 
user.

Trevor Cheer
100 Arran Road
Browns Bay
North Shore City
ph:       09 4785443
email:  jmcheer@xtra.co.nz

Being of Dutch heritage I was not 
too prepared to spend too much on 
them in case they didn’t work out 
that well. I acquired some Bachmann 
bogie wagon chassis and stretched 
them out to 450mm. 

When I make a wagon or carriage 
I tend to make them with a 18mm 
customwood base. This is to provide 
that necessary low weight suitable for 
long cars. 

Once I had made the wagon base 
I started on the sides. These were 
constructed with 3mm plywood and 
had bass wood scribed with planking 
glued onto the ply. This provides 
a good solid side and end body to 
attach all the other bits to. 

To this I attach all the ribbing and 
ancillary bits. Now comes the boring 
bit — drilling and fitting all the 
hundreds of rivets to the ribs. That is 
the hard bit. 

Each carriage has approximately 
350 rivets on it. I acquired these from 
the local Spotlight store at $20 for 
1500 approx and I am on the third 
packet (I have been building other 
wagons as well).

For all my wagon and carriage 
creations I struggle with the balcony 
ends and end up making them out of 
brass rod. 

I am never happy with the resulting 

product but with a slop of paint they 
pass muster at the final inspection. 
Anyway I am rambling now. 

With the Saxon van I had to make 
a whole new roof which I duly made 
out of balsa wood. Not a cheap 
option but the finished product 
looked OK. 

Back to these blasted ends! The 
Saxon van sat there for months 
awaiting some inspiration to appear 
and get me going again. 

Of late, I have been purchasing 
cheap (US$24.99) carriages from 
the States and hacking them around 
a bit. I had several balcony ends left 
over and took a knife to one of them. 
Here was the perfect balcony end 
that I had so desperately needed for 
so many months. I added the bits I 
needed to and duly glued them on 
and the finished product was superb. 

Both of these magnificent pieces 
of work (by my own admission) now 
follow along happily on Ken’s two 
rakes of carriages for the 2-10-2T 
and the Saxon Meyer, and, whilst 
not as detailed as Dennis’ and Mike’s 
superb creations, do the job they were 
built for to complete a picture. 

Now hopefully we will also see a 
model of the combine in Jaffa livery 
to complete the OBB set of carriage 
and bar cars. 

The Homesleigh Park Garden 
Railway is having an official opening 
of the new railway at 10 am on 
Saturday 29 April at 62 B Eatwell Ave 
Paraparaumu Beach

The programme is : 
Everyone welcome to arrive from 
0930 on.
Mayor will open the railway at 
10am.
Morning tea will be served.
The gardens will be open for people 
to wander around .
The steam and doll museum will be 

open for viewing.
Any one interested is welcome to 
bring their own train to run.
We will be running steam and 
electric. 
Note the railway is not finished 

but we will have two extensive tracks 
operating .

Regards
Adrienne and Colin Burleigh
“Holmesleigh”
Ph. 64 4 2972213
Fax 64 4 2972218

Holmesleigh Park Garden Railway

Continued from P18
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Auckland
April 30 

Chas and Marion Hoskin

25 Miles Ave
Papatoetoe
Wet or fine

If extreme weather, phone  
Michael (09) 266-4745  
or Chas (09) 278-7649

May 21
Robert and David Graham 

Glendene

Wellington
Check with Dan Hughes  

04 9778210

Christchurch
April 30th

Club AGM at Don’s work.  
118 Wordsworth St.
Meeting starts at 2pm.

May 27 & 28.
“West Coast Invasion”
Jim Staton - Hokitika.

June 18
At Don’s workplace
118 Wordsworth St

Steam-up
Grant Alexander has advised that 

he is having a Steam-Up at Squirrel 
Valley (Cambridge) on the 17-18th 
June 2006. 

This will be a steam (and perhaps 
battery) affair only — no track power.

Visitors are welcome to bring live-
steam or battery-powered locos etc. to 
run, or just come for a look.

This is the weekend of the Mystery 
Creek Field Days in the Waikato and 
so there will be plenty to see while in 
the area.

Editor:  
Auckland
Ian Lewis
44 Edwards Rd
RD1
Warkworth 1241
 ph: 09 4257042 (hm)
 ph: 09 4250046 (bus) 
 fax: 09 4250071 
 mob: 027 4733451
 email: editor@gscale.co.nz
Regional Editors:

Wellington:
Dan Hughes
 ph: 04 9778210
 email: ruthanddan@paradise.net.nz

Christchurch:
Glen Anthony
 ph: 03 942-1817
 email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz

Website: www.gscale.org.nz 

Newsletter deadlines:
Copy for the newsletter needs to be with 
the editors before the 5th of the month of 
publication. Copy should be emailed for 
preference as plain email text. PDF and Word 
(.doc) files are also acceptable. 
Images: Preferably the raw full-size images 
from your digital camera.  Photographs 
needing scanning can be posted to Ian.
Subscriptions:
The newsletter is available through your local 
club or group as a printed or emailed copy —  
Christchurch: Don Ellis, ph. 03-3652267 
Wellington: Dan Hughes, ph. 04 9778210 
Auckland: Michael Hilliar, ph. 09 2664745
It can also be purchased directly as a full colour 
printed and posted copy from the Auckland 
G-Scale Group at $30.00 per annum. Cheques 
for this option should be made out to the 
Auckland G-Scale Group and posted to:  
   M. Hilliar
  22 Halver Rd
  Manurewa
  Auckland 1702

New Zealand G-Scale News
The national newsletter of New Zealand’s 45mm gauge model railway groups

(incorporating the former Christchurch Garden Whistle  
and Auckland Crossed Ties newsletters).

Diary Dates
Editor’s Corner

We are being noticed! 

The Christchurch Garden 
Railway Society has a newsletter 
exchange arrangement with the  
Sydney G-Scale Club. In February, 
the Sydney group’s magazine 
included a nice complimentary 
review of our first ( January) edition.

We know also that various 
members are also forwarding the 
PDF versions of the newsletter 
overseas — the U.K. and U.S.A.  in 
particular. 

Just recently I got an email from 
Fraser Neilson, who is the secretary 
of the “G Scale in Scotland” group. 
Fraser had got our newsletter 
courtesy of the NHGRS and sent 
his congratulations. 

Fraser has also volunteered 
to send us some material on the 
Scottish scene  — after he gets back 
from his break in Switzerland.  
Our LGB modellers will enjoy his 
pictures from there too. See page 14 
for a sample.

The influx of really good and 
interesting articles goes on. So much 
so, in fact, that I can’t fit them all in 
and do justice to their images this 
month. Consequently, several will be 
held over to next month. 

Many thanks again to all the 
contributors. It is your material we 
enjoy reading!

Over the next couple of months 
I will be in Wellington, Palmerston 
North, and Greymouth again, so 
“Around the Yards” should have 
some fresh material — and possibly 
a space to put it in!

 IWL


