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This page: Some of the convention party at the A & E Line 

Sometimes you just know 
when things are “meant to 
be” 

This was definitely the 
case earlier this year when 
circumstances came together 
to allow me to spend a 
fascinating week at the US 
National Garden Railway 
Convention held in Silicon 
Valley, just south of San 
Francisco. 

While I was showing a 
group of Americans around 
New Zealand I made 
friends with a couple from 
California who invited me 
to stay. 

That same week I read 
that the next US Garden 
Railway Convention was 
being held in California, but 
thought the chance of my 
friends being nearby was 
pretty remote. It turned out 
they were only 20 minutes 
away. 

As I needed to travel to 
UK for work in early July 
and Air New Zealand had 
just started direct flights to 
San Francisco, the die was 
cast  — I just HAD to go 
to the Convention. It was 
meant to be — at least that’s 
what I told my wife! 

If you have never been to 
one of these conventions, 
then the sheer size will 
probably be your first 
impression. Here are a few 
of the 2006 convention 
numbers:

There were around 1500 
delegates, including 1 from 
New Zealand (me). 

•

Impressions of the 

US National Garden Railway Convention:
 July 3 - 9 2006 
Paul Hashfield. 



August �006 www.gscale.org.nz Page �

▲ The A & E line. 

The organisers were the 
Bay Area Garden Railroad 
Society or “Baggers” (with 
an “a”) as they are known. 
The Baggers have over 
500 members, of which 
350 have a garden or 
“backyard” railroad. 
There were 7 days of 
railroad tours visiting an 
average of 12 railroads a 
day. 
There were 30 different 
modelling clinics, 77 
exhibitors at the trade 
show and the full colour 
glossy show programme 
was over 70 pages long. 
The admission cost of the 
whole thing was US$79 
and the backyard railroad 
tours started at 7am sharp! 
Before I get too carried 

away with the 7’s, let me 
assure you that the quantity was 
definitely less important then quality 
of these railroads. My photos try 
to illustrate some of the extremely 
high standards of modelling and 
landscaping. 

To do these railroads 
justice however I thoroughly 
recommend getting the 
Convention DVD which 
shows nearly all the railroads 
and has interviews with 
their owners. I have a copy 
of the DVD and it will be 
available direct from the 
makers for US$20 plus 
shipping — email tim@
moviemix.com.

As you might expect 
80% of the railroads were 
modelling US narrow 
gauge mountain logging or 
mining prototypes, though a 
small number of European 
prototypes were also evident. 

My particular interest is 
English and Welsh narrow 
gauge so you’ll have to 
excuse my lack of detailed 

•

•

•

•

US commentary but there certainly 
was enough variety for all interests. 

One of the full length “Mainline” 
railroads impressed us all by running 
freight trains of 100+ freight cars, 
while another “backyard railroader” 

divided his time between his backyard 
railroad and “Speeding”. He had 2 
motorised “speeders” ( jiggers) on 
trailers and would head out to logging 
lines at weekends and just run them 
along whatever lines took his fancy! 

▼ Ed and Rich Abate’s Rooster Creek Railroad. 
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▲ A 1:20.3 scale model of one of the San José roundhouses on the Rooster Creek Railroad. 

What a great idea for the Gisborne 
line! 

The most common locos seen at 
this year’s railroads would have to be 
the Shays: shoals of them, Heislers: 
hundreds of them and of course 
when it comes to the ubiquitous 
Climax, there were multiple Climaxes 
everywhere!

In addition to the “serious” modellers, 
it was great to see several “whimsical” 
railroads. On these railroads you 
could see erupting volcanoes, smoking 
factory smokestacks, herds of elephants 
stampeding, music coming out of 
saloon bars and in one case, an armed 
bank robbery in progress!

 One feature that struck me was the 
almost universal use of water features, 
while another was the love affair US 
garden railroaders have with their 
trestles. 

In my opinion the most successful 
railroads were those that combined 
both running water and trestles! We all 
love the sound of running water but in 
California running water has become a 
new religion! 

In today’s stressful world, the 
therapeutic value of watching trains 
go by and listening to running water 
is now recognised — so do remember 
that when you are given a hard time 
for the money you spent on that latest 
loco! However, locals need to be careful 
before putting fish in the running 
water. Racoons from miles around 
show up and feast on their pet fish!

Clinics are an important part of 
any convention but a very successful 
complement to the clinics was the 
introduction of “Posters.” These are 
large illustrated wall boards with “How 
to do X” step by step instructions on 

a whole variety of modelling topics. 
Each poster, and there were over 20 of 
them, had a plentiful supply of copied 
notes for delegates to take away. At 
pre arranged times the author of each 
poster would be available at the poster 
to discuss his or her techniques. 

A simple but effective idea, and 
excellent for topics we struggle with 
but which probably don’t justify a 
whole clinic.

Turning to the clinics themselves, the 
main interest at this convention was on 
“Creating Successful Water Features” 
and “Starting with Live Steam”. There 
were plenty of other useful clinics on 
DCC, horticultural topics, weathering, 
scenery mould making, trestle making, 
various LGB topics, kit bashing, ball 
bearing installation, and the making 
of human figures from foil. Clinics on 
“Adding a bit of Magic” and building 
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a “Disney” type railroad added to 
the mix, while between clinics much 
discussion focused on how to keep 
racoons and gophers away! 

By far the best attended clinic, with 
standing room only, was run by local 
railroad guru: Jack Verducci. You may 
have read his articles or seen photos of 
his railroad but nothing quite prepares 
you for the “mana” Jack has in US 
garden railroad circles. 

He is a professional garden railroad 
designer and builder and his influence 
was everywhere at the convention. He 
is currently President of “Baggers” and 
his clinic was followed later in the week 
by a tour of his railroad. 

His Powerpoint presentation was a 
fast-paced combination of his railroad 
building techniques sprinkled with 
some fascinating anecdotes from 
projects he has worked on over the 

years. One of his current projects is a 
private commission on the east coast. 
He is flown across the USA every 
Monday morning and back every 
Friday afternoon, and that’s been going 
on for 6 months! The railway building 
budget for this project is a mere 
US$250,000! 

Unfortunately by the time we got 
to his Crystal Springs Railroad the 
shadows were lengthening so my 
photos could not do it justice, but to 
give you an idea of its size: he had 5 
radio controlled live steamers in action 
simultaneously! 

His railroad starts on a raised bank 
in full public view of the sidewalk, 
ducks down the side of the house, then 
covers every square inch of his very 
large “backyard”. 

During the week we also saw several 
compact size, low budget examples 

of his work and they were equally as 
effective. The good news is that he 
hopes to have a DVD of his work 
produced by the end of the year, so do 
look out for that in the US Garden 
Railways magazine.

There were so many railroads to 
inspire you that it’s hard to pick just 
one or two favourites, but if pressed, 
my favourites were the Rooster Creek 
Railroad and the many model railroads 
owned by the publishers of Narrow 
Gauge and Short Line Gazette: Bob 
and Irene Brown. 

The Rooster Creek Railroad is 
owned by two brothers: Ed and Rich 
Abate and is run very much as an 
extended family project. With over 
1,000 feet of track you soon see why 
they need the extended family to run it! 
An exquisitely high standard of detail 
sets this railroad apart. 

▲ An animated re-icing station on the Rooster Creek Railroad. 
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▲ Evening on Bob and Irene Brown’s  railroad.

▼	The White Mountain and Nevada Railroad.

I particularly enjoyed the 
roundhouse and the ice-making factory 
with working conveyor belts carrying 
ice from the factory to the freight cars. 
Even the workers pushing the ice into 
the cars were animated! 

Bob and Irene Brown own a series of 
narrow gauge lines in several different 
scales, both indoors and outdoors. 
These railroads show off Bob’s NRMA 
“Master” model making skills to great 
effect and a visit to their house shows 
just how dedicated they are to the 
hobby. 

Any space not occupied by model 
railroad is occupied by office space 
needed for their model railroad 
magazine! I was particularly impressed 
that they had modelled a typical Welsh 
narrow gauge station outdoors, the 
only example of a UK prototype I saw 
all week! 

Another dominant feature of the 
convention was that it was being held 
during the July 4th holiday period. This 
meant that there were regular firework 
displays each evening and many 
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railroads reflected the 4th July theme. 
Red, white and blue was everywhere 
though sadly much of the shared talk 
between Americans was about loved 
ones currently serving in Iraq.

In addition to the railroad tours this 
convention was very well supported by 
the trade. 

The Large Scale Train Show was 
open each evening towards the end of 
the week during and after the clinics 
and to the public at the weekend. 

The fact it was easy to make price 
comparisons, coupled with some 
healthy competition among the traders, 
meant many a good deal was struck 
that week!

I understand the other events such as 
the Bachmann Banquet Extravaganza, 
BBQ’s and Ice Cream socials were also 
well attended and enjoyed, though I 
missed them all as I spent that time 
with my hosts. In terms of your 
forward planning, would you believe 
the clubs vying to host the 2012 
National Garden Railroad Convention 
made their pitch and a vote was taken! 

In summary: apart from our hosts’ 
friendliness and willingness to share 
information, what struck me most 
about the week was that USA garden 
railroading is very much a “family” 
hobby. 

Clinics were only slightly male biased 

and 3 generations of the same family 
were often running the railroads. On 
the larger railroads, neighbours were 
often involved and on the tour buses 
it was mostly couples with adult or 
younger children. I’m sure there’s a 
lesson to be learnt there somewhere! 

Would I go to another National 
Convention? 

Next one is in Las Vegas from 
June 27-30th 2007 and details are 
at www.2007ngrc.com . My plan 
to persuade the boss to let me go is 
simple: Bring her with me! Hope to see 
you there too.!

▲ Live steam power on the Tuolomne County Railroad. 
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▲Tom setting up his scratch-built Dft. 

 

▼ The Tranz Rail Overlander  on the garden loop.

The weather for a mid-winter 
meeting wasn’t too bad, with only 
a couple of showers during the 
afternoon. 

Tom has a large TIDY double garage 
with the station arranged down one 
side of the garage, so getting out of the 
rain wasn’t going to be a problem. 

There were a good number of 
visitors with Russell and Patricia Batt 
travelling down from Waipu. 

As per usual, you prepare your layout 
for a visit with everything running fine, 
but as soon as your first visitors arrive, 
things go awry. Tom, however soon had 
things sorted and everything was up 
and running again in short order.

Tom has based his railway on the 
New Zealand Railways and has built 
two Dft’s and a Dsc  along with a 
number of goods wagons  as well 
as an Overlander set consisting of 
an observation car, two passenger 

Auckland Meeting: Tom Pearce
Michael Hilliar
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carriages and a power/guards van. 
All of the locomotives and rolling 

stock have been totally scratch-built, 
right down to the wheels and chopper 
couplings. 

Tom likes to use motors, gears, 
bearing etc. salvaged from defunct 
computers, printers and anything else 
that would give up some interesting 
parts. 

He once told me he spent many 
happy hours pulling to pieces a large 
photocopier I got him from work. 

I first meet Tom about ten years ago 
at Model-X where he showed me a 
DFT bogie side frame he was building. 
A few months later, after joining our 
group, he was at the chassis stage, 
progressing on to the body. 

Tom uses a range of materials, from 
sheet metal to MDF. He has even 
use parts of a hair comb, shaped to 
represent grills. Tom hasn’t used any 
available plans, but prefers to measure 
everything himself off the prototype. 

The station yard is in the garage. 
Tom has a keen interest in electronics 
so the yard is fully interlocked with a 
directional lighted switch board. 

The track passes out through the 
walls to form a raised circuit around 

the backyard which contains a passing 
loop and a siding — which can be 
observed through the garage window. 

Ken Macdiarmid [our master point 
builder] brought along a point he’s 
recently completed. Bruce Cropper 
also brought along one he’s also in 
the process of building. Bruce’s is an 
interesting one where he is branching 
off from dual gauge (combined 45mm 

& 32mm) into the two separate gauges. 
Tom announced at the meeting that 

he is beginning to look for a smaller 
property so he is putting up his entire 
railway for sale.

Tom can be contacted on (09) 416 
2313 or tom.pearce@xtra.co.nz.

I would like to thank Tom, and 
his daughter Alison who put on the 
afternoon tea, for a pleasant afternoon 

▲	The Dsc and a curtainsider.

▼ John Stevenson watching the Dsc on freight duty.
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A Turntable for a Model T Ford Railcar
Dean Farrow

I had previously scratch built a 1/24 
scale model of the Model T which is 
based at Pleasant Point. This is battery 
powered (2xAA) and uses magnets 
placed on the track to make it stop 
and then go in the reverse direction 
until another magnet is reached.  The 

process repeats, with the railcar going 
forwards and backwards along the 
same piece of track. I was aware of the 
fact that this ‘reversing manoeuvre’ was 
very unrealistic, with the prototype 
being turned at each end via a 
turntable.

A successful hunt through the 
garage for appropriate wood scraps 
and electric motors, etc. and the 
upcoming train show in Christchurch, 
prompted me to have a go at upgrading 
the system. It had to be automatic in 
operation, and thus based around delay 
timers, reed switches and magnets, 
similar to the railcar. This would have 
to be modified slightly to fit in with the 
turntable cycle.

The actual turntable was roughly 
cut out by wood saw and then made 
round and true using a sanding disk 
with a suitable shaft at the centre point 
of the table. The centre bearing was 
originally only a hole drilled in a piece 
of aluminium, but after some use (and 
wear!) this was replaced by a small ball-
bearing race. The table is supported by 
three equally spaced old-style curtain 
rollers running on short axles mounted 
across holes drilled in the base board. 
The electric motor (ex photo-copier 
I think) was ideal, having built-in 
reduction gearing and a notched 

▲ Dean’s turntable for his model T railcar.

▼ The indexing latch.
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output wheel. Drive to the turntable 
is via an idler disk, with suitable sized 
inner tube tyre, which is spring loaded 
to maintain pressure for operation. The 
direction of rotation is such that under 
load, the idler tightens. A good idea I 
thought, except for when things get out 
of alignment, hence the improved centre 
bearing. The ‘Ladies & Gents’ building 
conceals the main drive motor and 
circuit board.

The overall operation is as follows: 
Railcar arrives at turntable, passing 
over a magnet mounted just outside the 
actual table. This magnet closes a reed 
switch under the car which turns off the 
power to its motor and starts a delay 
timer (approx. 50 secs). Momentum 

carries car onto the table where a magnet mounted under 
its front axle closes a reed switch located at the centre point 
of the table. Car stops before running off end of table. This 
switch starts a delay timer (approx. 15 secs) after which 
power is momentarily applied to the second electric motor. 
This ‘pulse’ winds a cord up and pulls the ‘latch’ lever out 
from the table and also starts the main motor via a micro 
switch. (See appropriate photo).  The table rotates 180 
degrees (takes approximately 12 secs) and stops when 
the ‘latch’ lever returns to its home position in one of two 
recesses in the circumference of the table. The micro-switch 
turns off the motor drive at the same time. After the balance 
of the original 50 secs has expired the car starts again and 
leaves the turntable, passing over the first magnet. This is 
ignored by the car because of a second delay timer (4 secs) 
inhibiting the reed switch circuit. 

Having turned the car around, rather than going through 
all of this construction a second time, I opted for the easier 
solution of putting a ‘balloon’ loop at the other end of the 
track. I have made a symmetrical, spring return switch for 
this purpose.

Other aspects of the project include wiper contacts 
under the rotating table to connect the reed switch circuit, 

increasing the stop time of the railcar from 12 to 50 secs, 
and changing the logic so that now it does not reverse 
direction. I have fitted a two-way switch inside the car to 
select between the two modes of operation.

So far the whole setup has run for two, two-day train 
shows with very few problems.

I do have to adjust the position of the turntable magnet 
periodically to compensate for the decrease in railcar speed, 
and resulting momentum, as the batteries expire.  

▲ The drive mechanism.

◀		The spring-loaded symmetrical wye switch for the “balloon” 
loop.

▼	The “outhouse” conceals the turntable drive.
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DCC into a Mallet
Part II Sound

I’ve installed Pheonix sound systems into a number of the 
locos and been very pleased with the results, so that’s what is 
going into the Mallet.

AristoCraft makes it easy to instal the system in the 
tender as they supply a power lead from the engine to 
the tender for the sound system. In addition, there is a 
mounted speaker and a small PC board that serves as a 
terminal board for the power supply from the engine and 
a connection to the power pickups from the tender wheels 
and/or battery system in the tender etc. for battery-powered 
locos. (Fig 2) 

They, however, do not provide the multiple circuits to take 
the signals for whistle, bell etc. from the DCC decoder in 
the engine to the sound system in the tender.

Casting around the junk box I spotted some computer 

ethernet patch cables. These were black, 1m long, and with 
RJ45 connectors and boots already fitted. A quick chop in 
half gave me two ideal leads, each with 8 separate internal 
wires. 

An RJ45 socket was glued to the floor of the tender, 
hidden beneath the footplate, and connected to the Pheonix 
sound board. The lead was plugged into the socket on the 
tender, while the cut end of the lead was fed into the engine 
from underneath the cab floor and attached to the DCC 
output ports. (Fig 3)

There were enough connections in this cable to dispense 
with the separate Aristocraft leads, so when I assemble the 
loco on the track, I have just one lead to plug in underneath 
the drawbar — and it doesn’t look out of place either.

The exhaust synchronising trigger signals are picked up 
by a reed switch mounted close to one of the tender axles, 
onto which a pair of small magnets are glued (Araldite) so 
that there are two “chuffs” per revolution of the tender axle. 
The Pheonix sound system superimposes its own version of 
the asynchronous effect of the two pairs of cylinders on the 
Mallet when under way.

Under the “3 metre Rule”, the location of the sound source 
is perfectly acceptable, but it is easy to improve on this setup 
by moving the sound system to the loco boiler as there is 
plenty of room there.

The “chuff “ synchronising signals can come from 
the tender to the Pheonix system via that same cable. 
Alternatively, a bit of careful milling of the chassis could 
be undertaken to provide enough clearance inside one of 
the drivers to accommodate a pair of magnets attached to 
the inner face of that driver so that the exhaust sound does 
synchronise with the actual driver revolutions. IWL

2 3

1
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Tracks Online

Henrik has been trawling the web 
and found some good data on the 
Mixnitx-St. Erhard line.The steeple-
cab electric locos used on this 760mm 
gauge line are the prototypes for 
the LGB models. The magnesite 
(magnesium carbonate)  mine at St 
Erhard is still operational and covered 
tri-axle gondolas haul the mineral 
down to Mixnitz. 

Try searching on “Mixnitz” in Google 
for a major resource of data, images 
and video

Mike Hilliar found http://users.
ameritech.net/chicagotunnel/tunnel1.

html that gives the history of the rail 
line 40’below the streets of Chicago —  
some 60 miles of 2’ gauge electric 
railway!

It was built by the Chicago Tunnel 

Company, beginning somewhat 
illicitly in 1899, and used right 
up to its abandonment in 1959. 
Currently options for its re-use and/or 
preservation are being explored.

One of my favourites is the www.
rr-fallenflags.org which records the 
American railroads that have been 
closed or absorbed into the modern 
mainlines. Ironically this happened 
principally in the period where the 
railroads expanded by acquisition. 
Subsequently, as the overheads that 
are associated with the larger lines 
became too onerous  for the smaller 
branchlines, many of these branchlines 
have been spun off as going concerns to 
local operators. 

They then use a more entrepreneurial 
approach and lower overheads to run 
the branchlines as viable lines in their 
own right, but still feeding the mainline 
they came from. 

Garrett locomotives made their 
mark in many places around the world, 
except in the USA where they stuck 
to the Mallet. There is an excellent 
site at http://users.powernet.co.uk/
hamilton/source.html  to get you 

started.
If you are more into the geared 

locomotives such as the Climax, 
Shay and a huge list of others, try, 
for the North american resource, 
www.gearedsteam.com. There are 
enough variants there to challenge any 
modeller, and a useful background to 
the New Zealand Price 16 wheelers 
etc. IWL

▲	The prototype for the 
LGB model.

◀	The route of the Mixnitz-
St. Erhard line with the 
magnesite works.

▼	The largest of the 
locomotives built for the 
underground line.

▲	The Davenport duplex rod/gear 
hybrid.
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On My Workbench
Wayne Haste

▲ Two views of the completed wagon.

▲ The body stripped of its chassis.

▼		A catalogue picture of the original wagon.

Th ere is so much to learn about 
modelling DR narrow gauge railways. 
I have often wondered what sort of 
wagons they 
would have 
used to carry 
stock. 

I understand 
that for cattle 
and some 
horse traffi  c 
they used 
high-sided 
wagons with 
the sides raised 
to keep the cattle etc. from poking their 
heads out into danger. 

I have yet to see a photograph or 
drawing of such a vehicle. 

As far as sheep are concerned, they 
carted very little, and I understand 
that pigs were the greater traffi  c and 
both pigs and sheep were carted in box 
wagons of some sort. 

LGB produced a circus wagon — a 
box car wagon with a jail bar 
doors — back in about 1984. In about 
1995 the same model was brought out 
as a sheep wagon with sound. 

So, I have obtained a circus wagon 
and have modifi ed it by repainting it 
in the same colour scheme minus the 

sheep pictures and sound unit. Th e 
sound unit was to represent bleating 
sheep. 

I fi gured  that already having a blow-
up sheep in my train room, I didn’t 
need the sound 
eff ects as well, so 
I have left it out. 

As you can see 
by the picture 
the circus wagon 
has a blue 
underframe, 
white body, and 
red roof. 

In the 
catalogue the 
sheep wagon is 
painted a creamy 
colour with black 

underframe and roof. 
Th e hardest part was to paint the 

steel framework and bolts but I got 
over this by using a Tamiya 
paint pen. 

Th e next thing is to source 
some decals etc. —  this will 
be another story!

 I’m not sure whether 
the model is prototypically 
correct and if anybody can 
shed some light on this 
subject I would appreciate it. 

Th e model has come up 
quite well and it will do to 

carry the small number of sheep I have.
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Wanganui Model Railway and Engineer Society
Model Railway Show

March 24th and 25th 2007

Wanganui Function Centre, Purnell Street, Wanganui
www.wanganuifunctioncentre.co.nz
Outside area included for outdoors activities/static 
displays/live steamers.
Promotion will be via radio/posters/marketing and 
train clubs
 Contact Person: Neil Beissel
PO Box 7007 Wanganui
Email: neldun@infogen.net.nz
Expressions of interest for exhibitors or traders close 
with Organising Commitee 1st November 2006.

Notices
Sometimes the best models 

come from the most unlikely 
places.  

Rob Wilson’s son recently 
visited South Africa on 
holiday and returned with 
this amazing hand-crafted 
model.

It was purchased during 
a Safari in the Ngorongoro 
National Park in Tanzania. 
Obviously it is a model of the 
safari vehicle made as a tourist 
souvenir.

The car has been hand-
crafted out of tin, probably 
old drink cans or similar.  

The original printing on the 
outside of the can can still be 
seen on the back of the seats 

(yes it has inside details too!).
Remarkably the model is 

so close to 1:20 that it fits 
in perfectly around other 
models.  

The tyres are made from 
wood.  The rest is all tin and 
has been soldered and spot-
welded together underneath.  

The art work on the side is 
amazing and probably hand 
painted by a poor native 
trying to earn a living from 
tourists. 

It is a fantastic job and it’s 
a pity that we do not know 
the name of the creator to 
give them due credit for their 
work. 

Models From Unlikely Sources!
Glen Anthony
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Auckland
Sunday August 27, 2-4pm 

Western Districts  
Model Railway Club

The clubrooms are located on Te 
Rangi Hiroa Reserve, 103 Glen Rd., 
Ranui. The entrance to the carpark is 
down a drive approximately opposite 

to 110 Glen Rd. There is a sealed 
carpark there. Go round the northern 
(right hand) side of the old two-storey 
winery building (large corrugated iron 

shed complex), down the stairs and 
turn left at the bottom. The entrance 

is then straight ahead through the 
green door.

October 7
Hamilton Model Railway Club 

Exhibition and Swap Meet
A good opportunity to car pool to 

see the exhibition and the swap meet 
and include a shared lunch.

Contact Michael Hilliar  
09 2664745

October 21
Henrik Dorbeck

Meeting plus club “Bring and Buy”

November
Alf Williams

Xmas meeting and AGM

Wellington
 Sunday 27th August, from 1.30pm

Hopefully this will be the first of 
regular running afternoons at group 

member’s railways.
As the planned venue is subject to 

weather, and conditions under-foot, 
we have planned a dry weather venue 

as a back-up.
So please phone John  Robinson on 

0274 427 160 to confirm that running 
is still on before you leave home.  

Host: Brian Russell. Ph 232 7686
Venue: - 31 Coates St, Linden.

(Subject to weather).
Layout is track powered with 

minimum LGB R2 radius curves.
Guest equipment welcome.

Backup venue is at Wayne Haste’s 
indoor layout at 101 Main Rd, Tawa.  

Ph 232 5224.
The Layout is LGB MTS digital 

powered with minimum LGB R1 
radius curves.

Wayne’s house also fronts “The 
Drive” and his main entry is off it.

John Robinson
Ph 232 5175

Mobile 0274 427 160

 Christchurch 
Saturday 19th August.  
Setup day from 9am.

Sunday 20th August.  
Robin Jager Memorial Train Show, 

Burwood School Hall,
New Brighton Road. 

10am-4pm.

Sunday 24th September. 1:30pm, 
Don’s work.

Sat 30th Sept & Sun 1st October. 
Big Model Train Show

Pioneer Stadium
9:30am - 5pm 

Editor:  
Auckland
Ian Lewis
44 Edwards Rd
RD1
Warkworth 1241
 ph: 09 4257042 (hm)
 ph: 09 4250046 (bus) 
 fax: 09 4250071 
 mob: 027 4733451
 email: editor@gscale.co.nz
Regional Editors:

Wellington:
Dan Hughes
 ph: 04 9778210
 email: ruthanddan@paradise.net.nz

Christchurch:
Glen Anthony
 ph: 03 942-1817
 email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz

Website: www.gscale.org.nz 

Newsletter deadlines:
Copy for the newsletter needs to be with 
the editors before the 5th of the month of 
publication. Copy should be emailed for 
preference as plain email text. PDF and Word 
(.doc) files are also acceptable. 
Images: Preferably the raw full-size images 
from your digital camera.  Photographs 
needing scanning can be posted to Ian.
Subscriptions:
The newsletter is available through your local 
club or group as a printed or emailed copy —  
Christchurch: Don Ellis, ph. 03-3652267 
Wellington: Dan Hughes, ph. 04 9778210 
Auckland: Michael Hilliar, ph. 09 2664745
It can also be purchased directly as a printed 
and posted copy from the Auckland G-Scale 
Group at $30.00 per annum. Cheques 
for this option should be made out to the 
Auckland G-Scale Group and posted to:  
 M. Hilliar
  22 Halver Rd
  Manurewa
  Auckland 1702

New Zealand G-Scale News
The national newsletter of New Zealand’s 45mm gauge model railway groups

(incorporating the former Christchurch Garden Whistle  
and Auckland Crossed Ties newsletters).

Diary Dates

Wanted
Climax/Shay etc. whether running 

or not — suitable for rebuilding. 
Dan Hughes, ph 04 9778210, 
ruthanddan@paradise.net.nz

  

Aristocraft Train Engineer. Grant 
Alexander, ph 07 8230059, 
gscale@clear.net.nz


