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Working with Hebel Stone

Following on from last month’s bridge 
construction article, Glen Anthony 
documents his work with the abutments.

One of the greatest problems in 
making models is fi nding a material to 
work with.  It needs to have strength 
when we cut it into small pieces.  It 
needs to be easily workable.  And above 
all it needs to have a similar texture 
to the original, to create a believable 

representation.
As if we hadn’t already made the 

search hard enough, Garden Railway 
modellers also need it to be weather-
proof so we can leave it outside in the 
sun, wind, rain and snow!

When designing my bridge (see last 
month’s newsletter) I had the need for 
some stone piers. So how do you go 
about making representative stone?  

Obviously you can get a real stone 
and hit it with a hammer to get a 
small piece, but the results aren’t very 
controllable and you may not end up 
with the shape you require.  Th ere are 
also some plastic veneers produced 
overseas which have a stone pattern 
stamped into them.  Th ese can look 
OK if you only have a small fl at 
surface, but for bigger aspirations they 
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Hebel Stone

work out quite pricey and you still have the problem of 
joining sheets.

Now there is a new technique which has caught on in 
Australia and I have plagiarised the idea thanks to Greg 
Hunter of the Sandstone and Termite Railway in Sydney. 
This involves carving up Hebel Concrete Blocks to form 
look-alike stone.

So what is Hebel?  

Hebel Concrete is a product of the CSR corporation 
of Australia. It is part of a lightweight building system 
for building houses.  It has been featured in TV  DIY 
shows in Australia and New Zealand.  Its light weight 
is achieved by the use of aerated concrete which has fine 
air pockets through it that were generated by  a chemical 
reaction during the setting process.  

So with lots of little air bubbles in it, is also easy to cut 
with a normal wood saw ( just don’t use your best one if 
you want it to stay sharp!).

In NZ it is distributed by Lightweight Concrete NZ 
Ltd., who have branches in Dunedin, Christchurch, 
Wellington and Auckland, plus some other towns. (See 
the contacts page of their website for a full listing, http://
www.hebel.co.nz/).  

Although they probably prefer to sell it by the house-lot 
or pallet, you should be able to buy individual blocks from 
one of their main depots.  The blocks range in size up to 
200mm x 550mm and thicknesses up to 200mm thick. 
You can get bigger panels, but they come with reinforcing 
rod in them, so are no good for cutting down.   

A 200 x 550 x 200mm block costs around $20.

Cutting.

I found that a cheap wood ‘rip’ saw available from a 
range of hardware shops for under $20, is a good tool 
for cutting it up.  With some care you can cut the blocks 
down to a thickness of 50mm.  Under 30mm thickness 
has the potential to break.  I have also used a course wood 
blade on a jig saw to cut out some round tunnel mouths.  
You can use a wood rasp and other files to shape it.

Once you have reduced the block down to the desired 
shape, it is time to start putting the stone details into it.  
When you cut it up you may find the odd large air bubble 
in it, but once the finished stone work pattern is in it, you 
hardly notice them , so don’t worry. 

Carving.

I start by drawing out the intended lines of my 
stonework with a pencil.  You can scribe over them with 
any-thing sharp — an old broken hacksaw blade, the 
point of a small file, or any metal object with a point on it.  
Then I use a cross-cut wood saw to open them out some 
more, and finish off with a course file held at 45 degrees ▲ A coarse (bastard cut) file bevels the edges of the saw cuts.

▲ Scribing the vertical joints is relatively starightforward using 
a set-square.

▲ The Hebel stone cuts easily, so the tenon saw does a good 
job of the horizontal joint lines. 
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to get an angle on the edge of each 
stone.  

The trick is to use course objects.  
A fine file or saw is no good because 
the teeth become blocked too quickly.  
The concrete crumbles away easily, so 
prepare for a reasonable amount of 
concrete dust.  You will need to keep 
brushing the surface to remove excess 
dust while you work.  So put down a 
tarpaulin if you plan on doing this in 
the lounge (luckily I did)!  After you 
have finished carving your masterpiece, 
take it outside and give it a good brush.  
If you plan on colouring it, also give it a 
quick hose down with water. There are 
likely to be small pieces of dust left in 
the cracks regardless of how carefully 
you think you have brushed it. Flowing 
water over it is the easiest way I have 
found of removing them.

Colouring

The concrete blocks are white in 
colour. Colouring can be done by using 
cement oxides (which is coloured 
powder added to cement to produce 
coloured concrete).  

I purchased a range of colours in 
small bottles from Placemakers for $3 
each.  Because the rocks in my railway 
are an orange-brown colour, I try to 
colour the Hebel a similar colour so 
it blends in with the surrounding 
rock and looks ‘natural’.  Therefore the 
colours I will be describing are brown, 
but you can substitute whatever colours 
work for your situation. 

The method I use is to make a runny 
mix of dark brown (mix water with the 
brown powder) and brush it in with 
an old toothbrush.  You need to make 
sure it has gone down into all the gaps 
to create ‘shadow’ effect.  After the first 
mix is almost dry you can add a range 
of lighter colours on the top.  I put the 
powder in an old margarine container 
and add just enough water to turn it to 
a thick paste.  Then I lightly brush it 
over the top, similar to ‘dry brushing’ a 
model.  You will probably need to add 
the white oxide to the yellow, orange 
and red powders, as they are very 

strong. 
Initially I thought that I could do 

away with white powder, and just add 
water to dilute the colour and make it 
less strong.  However this changes the 
resulting end colour.  So by adding lots 
of water to a dark brown, you think 
you have made a light brown, but when 
the water dries you find that you have 
actually got pink! 

 Don’t get caught like me — add 
white oxide to make the colour lighter, 
not large amounts of water!  Water 
should be only used to turn it to a 
liquid so you can brush it on.   

Weather Protection.

After the colouring has completely 
dried, I spray on a light coat of clear 
lacquer to protect it from the rain, 
which would eventually start washing 
it off after a period of time. 

I use a spray can which can be found 
in the paint section at hardware shops 
for about $12.  I have found the clear 
lacquer makes the colour look slightly 
darker, so allow for this when you mix 
your oxides up, or do a small test piece 
first. 

Conclusion

That is the method I used, but I don’t 
claim to be an expert, so you may know 

of something better.  Or you can choose 
not to colour it and let it weather 
naturally.

In my limited experience, I have 
found Hebel is much easier to work 
with than Oamaru stone. It does not 
soak up moisture and need on-going 
protection sealing like Oamaru stone 
does.  

My set of four tunnel mouths have 
been outside for over a year now and 
only one has needed some spot re-
colouring where a heavy hail storm had 
chipped away the surface in a couple of 
places. 

The surface does remain reasonably 
fragile though, so don’t put it where 
everyone can pick at it with their 
fingers, or it will crumble away.

So go and buy some Hebel and see 
what you can make! 

More tips on carving it can be found 
on Greg Hunter’s fabulous website:  
http://www.users.bigpond.com/
huntergpmj/gregs/SaTR.htm

  

P.S. Last month I mentioned 
about using small rivets in the bridge 
construction. I recently came across 
this website which could be a source 
for small rivets. http://www.mcmaster.
com/ enter code: 97387A161   

▲ Colouring the Hebel using the conventional cement colouring additives.
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Wayne Haste is a well known 
exponent of NZR Sn3.5 in Wellington 
who has made the move into G-Scale.  

Well, the big decision has been 
made. After 38 years of NZR 
modelling and now failing eyesight it 
is time for the change, so I am selling 
all my NZR and will concentrate on 
my new love Miss LGB. 

I have bought two flat wagons 
from the States which I have 
remodelled — one as a fire wood 
wagon. The kit comes with 4 
stanchions so all I had to do was to 
make up two boarded ends from 
styrene. 

My plan for the new layout is to 
base it around a sawmill. The mill will 
be modelled in low relief and based on 
the sawmill at Ormondville. My saw 
mill will be named LG&B (Lehmann 
Gross-Bahn ) Timber Company. 

The mill will be fed with a bush 
tramway metre gauge running stock 
stencilled LG&B and the sawn timber 

will be railed out on metre gauge DR 
(Deutsche Reichsbahn) “Vee Hav 
Veys” to make our models!!! 

So, to date, I’ve been concentrating 
on collecting some wagons and 
making up appropriate timber loads. 

My decision was influenced by a 
visit to ‘The Great Steaming One’, 
Bob Stott, over a whisky or two and 
the viewing of an Austrian book on 
narrow gauge timber tramways. 

To my surprise there is nothing 
new when it comes to the way timber 
is carted and the types of wagons 
and loco’s that were used in  Austria, 
Germany and in NZ.  

 Wayne Haste

Wellington

▲ Sawn timber output from the mill. 

▶ Split timber — totara fence posts?

▼ Wayne was seen working on these 
loads at Pokaka 2005!
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Wellington

The Taita Gorge Railway.

Gavin is part of the Wellington group 
with his “Millenium” railway.

 In 1999, everyone was thinking 
about the new millenium and all sorts 
of projects to mark the event. Mine 
was to do another garden railway (I 
previously had one at my parent’s place 
in the late 60’s). 

It all started with the purchase of a 
Bachmann Porter locomotive from the 
old Railhouse Rock shop. After a while 
my wife persuaded me to get some 
track so we could run the engine. We 
had a spare corner in the backyard that 
needed some garden of sorts, and so 
the idea of a garden railway was agreed 
on. 

Mid-October 1999 saw the turning 

of the first sod 
in true railway 
tradition one 
Saturday 
morning. The 
area was boxed 
as a raised rock 
garden, with dirt, 
base course, rocks, 
and plants. The 
oval of track was 
down and running 
by Sunday 
evening. The next 
few months were 
spent putting in 
various plants, 
and arranging 
rocks etc. to create 
a reasonable 
looking start to 
a garden railway. 
I felt that it 
had progressed 
sufficiently to have 
a grand opening 
on 1 January 2000 
at 0000 hours 
GMT. 

Since then, the 
railway has slowly 
progressed over 

the last six years to treble in size. (Mind 
you, it is still only 100 ft. main line). 

One philosophy of our line is to fully 
complete any extension before moving 
on to the next. This was initially 
brought about by the unavailability of 
track in the Wellington area for a few 
years. 

We run a mix of LGB (Field RR) 
and Bachmann with most rolling stock 
having a NZ flavour. 

One thing I have done is keep a 
photo diary of the railway (my brag 
book) which I trot out every so often to 
help inspire newcomers to the hobby...
think small, start small, and you won’t 
get disillusioned. 

The illustration is of the original 

Porter locomotive and a Spectrum 
car, taken when the layout was 3 years 
old. As you can see, the plants were 
reasonably well established by then. 

The backdrop is Brustics brushwood 
fencing, stapled to the otherwise 
ordinary paled fence. 

As I get to grips with all this (to me) 
new-fangled scanning technology etc. 
I should soon be able to show more of 
my railway, past and present.

Over the Christmas break, the Taita 
Gorge Railway finally made its long 
awaited entry into the train shed. My 
son scored a small aluminium window 
frame (complete with glass) for me, 
which I thought would make a fine 
hole in the wall to get the trains back 
inside. 

I disassembled the frame, got rid of 
the glass and put the whole thing back 
together. After careful measurement of 
the frame, I jigsawed a hole in the shed 
wall and fitted the frame in, sealing it 
with silicon, and just to make sure, put 
in a few screws. 

Now the trains can be left inside the 
shed, all set up. Running sessions are 
now easier to set up, take out the plug 
door to the frame, switch on the Train 
Engineer power, and drive away.

 Gavin Sowry

▲ Gavin’s original Porter locomotive and a Spectrum car.
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Wellington

January Meeting — The Hautere Railway

David Clarke invited the Wellington 
group to their first garden meeting 
since its re-formation in early 2005. 
To cope with the “long weekend” 
syndrome, he extended the invitation 
to three weekends - January 22,29 and 
February 5 so that more of the group 
could get together.

All sorts of trains were run, including 
live steam.

  

Dan Hughes reports that, 
after all this activity, his 

locos had clocked up  
enough hours to warrant  

an  A Grade service!

▲ The main loops looking from the 
driveway entrance.

▶ Dan’s Mogul taking charge.

▼ The main layout looking towards the 
driveway entrance.
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Christchurch Garden Railway Society News

The January meeting was hosted by 
Don Ellis. Two large circuits were laid 
on his front lawn, with linked set-up 
sidings in an adjoining area.  

Special thanks go to Phillip and Ray 
who braved the 33deg temperatures 
the previous day to help lay the track.  
After some time in the sun the brass 
rail got too hot to touch! 

About 12 people turned up on the 

Sunday to run trains.  
John Lammiman brought a selection 

of garden railway magazines he had 
acquired from various groups on his 
recent visit to England. 

A brief meeting was held under the 
shelter of a tree, but not brief enough 
for Graeme, who fell asleep on the 
grass and was caught snoring!

The track was left down for a couple 

of weeks, and a another running day 
was held the following weekend.

Welcome to three new members: 
Martin Peterson, Brian Shears and 
Murray Bold who have recently joined.

 Murray has built an NZR D class 
steam engine and a Standard railcar, 
which can be seen on his website: 
http://blod.dyndns.org/home 

  

▲ Members seek shade under the trees! ▼ Don’s train. Photo: Bradley Ellis
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John Robinson, from Tawa,  is making 
substantial progress with his new garden 
railway.

My garden railway development is 
progressing with the groundworks 
just about finished, about one day’s 

work left before tracklaying can 
commence — just a bit more work to 
bring the subgrade up to level ready to 
lay ballast. 

 It’s only a modest railway (no name 
yet) with about 48m of single mainline 
run in basically a folded-over figure 8.  

No particular prototype will be 
modelled but leaning towards NZR 
plus some timber tramway influence. 

 It took about a year to develop the 
design to fit between the existing trees 
etc. and to try and keep the earthworks 
to a minimum, yet have a maximum 
grade of 1 in 50 (2%) and 4’ radius 
curves with 8’ radius transitions.  

About 5m³ is still to be moved by 
shovel and barrow after Christmas!  

I had hoped to have trains running 
by the end of January but it will 
probably now be mid-February as I 
don’t intend to rush the final track 
laying!   

G-Scale in Tawa
Wellington
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January Meeting — Auckland

Auckland

Well, from the Sunday party at 
Savoyloadofdoggerman we  see how 
rapidly the G-scale group is growing. 

It always has been an excellent 
venue for the exchange of ideas and, 
occasionally, the solving of problems. 
This was much in evidence at our 
house on Sunday. We faced numerous 
questions on running and operating 
the system, but to my surprise, none on 
scenery  or railway construction, which 
we found to be the most difficult areas 
of the hobby, given our very sloping 
section.

Perhaps that was on account of my 
having this funny idea about building 
a scale narrow gauge railway — only 
trouble was we could not fence the 
property to a scale of 1 : 22.5, so we 
had to back down from rivet counting 
idealism.

However we have tried to get as 
much of the “environment” — trees, 

◀ Ken in his element — LGB 
controller + train + garden.

▼ Henrik’s 2095 class Austrian diesel 
loco with what are known as “Jaffa” 
coaches.
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water,  houses, gradients, turnouts and 
so on — in keeping with that which 
runs on the tracks,

That there are such distractions as 
a real live house (complete with roses) 
in the middle of the creation is just 
something we have to put up with.

It must be admitted that the 
whole thing began out of a case of 
osteoarthritis — I could no longer 
climb the stairs to the HO layout, so 
my wife allowed (repeat allowed) me to 
sit outside and play trains there.

Then fortunately or unfortunately, 
depending on your point of view, 
Henrik came into our placid lives.

Henrik helped me to plan the 
layout, advised on soil retention, did a 
large proportion of the earthmoving, 
supplied drawings and videos and 
websites on the Harz and a treasury of 
information on German narrow gauge 
rail. 

He placed all the retaining walls, and 
paths, kept me inspired and young. 
He displayed a genius for persuading 
my wife to allow the railway to creep 

Auckland Meeting

▲ John Stevenson’s brand new Saxon Meyer negotiates the arches.

▼ The low yard with Henrik’s “Hole -in-the-wall” camouflage low-relief building that leads in to the basement “yard”
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quietly, metre by metre over an ever 
increasing proportion of the garden, 
and a truly artistic talent for describing 
how beautiful it would look when 
complete.

The most important bit of this is that 
he kept me young.

Thanks mate.  
 Ken

Photography: Michael Hilliar and 
Henrik Dorbeck

Auckland Meeting

▲ The Meyer undeway in its black “Reko” livery as opposed to the green “Preserved” livery — see bottom left.

▶ Ken (right) in earnest discussion with John Stevenson, programming the DCC settings for John’s Meyer which is sitting at 
the rear on the ‘programming” track .
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CANMOD 2006
The Canterbury Model Engineers.

John Hamilton is a member of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Society, 
and also on the Canterbury Model 
Engineers organising committee.

Photography: Glen Anthony.

 ‘CANMOD’ 2006 - Two years in the 
planning and five days of playing. It left 
the organising committee happy with 
the results; there had been no major 
operational problems. The weather was 

near ideal plus an article in The Press 
ensured an excellent public response. 
Our fear was the cold easterly wind 
that can blow across the park making it 
unpleasant for visitors and the public.

▲ Dave Giles’s 1/3rd scale Shay loco from Auckland,  which pulled 130 people.

▲	Heading for the bridge on the Canterbury Model Engineers’ system.
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Every two years a NZ model 
Engineering club hosts the national 
rally. This time is was the turn of the 
Canterbury Model Engineers.  The 
event was held from January 5th 
– 9th at the club’s new facilities at the 
Halswell Domain.

Registrations passed 300 with guests 
coming from Australia, USA, UK, 
Malta and all parts of NZ. All the 
evening meals were well attended as 
we made sure there was a good supply 
of food available. I don’t think they 
managed to eat us out once. 

Following the dinners an event 
had been arranged, Thursday-steam 
tug trip, Friday & Sunday night runs 
and Saturday awards at the Air force 

Museum. 
On the Friday after the public 

running finished Dave Giles from 
Auckland wanted to see what his 
Shay could pull. The total numbers of 
passengers were 130 plus the weight 
of the riding cars and an extra loco to 
assist or help with braking if required. 

The facilities at Halswell consist of 
a 7¼” & 5” ground level track, a 5” & 
3½“ raised track, plus boat pond and 
other areas for traction engines etc. 
The ground level track is 1000m plus 
sidings and the raised track 270m. I 
know of one loco that travelled over 
300km during the five days, that’s 300 
times around the track.

For the duration of the rally we set 
up an oval of 32mm and 45mm track 

on table tops.   This was an experiment 
to see what interest there might be in 
the small scale live steam. On Thursday 
the layout was set up over by the Scout 
Den, but it did not get a lot of interest 
from either the public or guests. On 
Friday the layout was not set up as 
there were other pressing things to do. 
Saturday Rob Wilson and gang moved 

▲ Two of the 32mm Live Steam 
Brazil locos.

◀ Big and small locos pass near the 
overbridge. 

▼ John Rappards radio-controlled 
battery-powered G scale FA loco. 

CANMOD 2006 
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the layout over beside the train storage 
shed.  Once there we had 2 days of fun. 

There were a total of eight live steam 
locos but unfortunately I didn’t record 
all the owners and details. There were 
2 Brazil locos being fired on Meths 
and one on coal running on the 32mm 
track. The remaining five ran on the 

45mm track.  These were Rob’s tram, 
my Ruby, a radio-controlled Edwin, 
plus 2 others. 

One of our visitors was Keith 
Bucklitch from the UK who brought 
with him his original Brazil and 
the coal-fired 32mm loco. Keith 
designed the Brazil and described the 

construction in a UK magazine several 
years ago. Details of its construction 
can still be found on the Florida Live 
Steam site- www.fls.org.jm/fls/kerrst. 

In between the running of the live 
steam locos Graeme Woods, Rob 
Wilson & John Wilson of the CGRC 
ran electric trains. 

 John Rappard from Dunedin also 
turned up with his radio controlled 
battery powered NZR Fa loco and 
rolling stock.  This kept the layout 
active and the public entrained, thanks 
guys. 

Beside the layout there was the 
Meccano club and a calliope playing. 
(This was OK for short periods but 
when the owner left the computer to 
play it endlessly, it became a bit hard).

Other activities at CANMOD 
included: scale and full-size traction 
engine rides, boot sale, exhibition of 
members’ works, scale boats and several 
food stalls.

The next international live steam 
convention is from January 3rd-7th 
2008 at the Manukau live steam club 
“Steamers and Dreamers”.      

▲ A Battery version of the NZR Ec class electric locomotives once used in 
Christchurch.

▼ 3 1/4” gauge Garratt locomotive on the raised track.

CANMOD 2006
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Around the  Yards

In January I was working in Nelson, 
so Hilary and I took the opportunity 
to take a few days to drive down 
the East Coast, through Blenheim, 
Kaikoura, Hanmer, Christchurch, 
Timaru, Oamaru and fi nishing at 
Dunedin.

It’s a fascinating drive — both 
scenically and for the interesting 
railway sites that bring back the history 
of rail in New Zealand.

 In Havelock the local museum 
has this 0-4-0 saddle tank on display, 
but no-one around to give us its 
provenance. No doubt many of our 
readers know and could help out here!

Th e two-level road-rail bridge over 
the Clarence is a classic. Has anyone 
modelled this, or something based on 
this?

Th e Weka Pass Railway had some 
very interesting equipment in the yard. 
Being a weekday, there was no-one 
around, so I photographed as much as 
I could for future reference. Th e story 
goes that the Ramsomes and Rapier 
diesel crane was sold off  by the Tranz 
Rail “bean counters” because its log 
showed very little or no use, when in 
fact it was   frequently used for small 
jobs and the transfer to the Weka Pass 
Railway had to be delayed while several 
lifting jobs were completed. 

 Th e air-powered coal crane there 
saved a lot of shovelling in its day.

 On down to Timaru and out to the 
Pleasant Point Railway and Museum. 
Here’s the only operational Model T 
railcar left in the world. An incredible 
amount of work has  gone into its 
restoration.

Reverse gear was never a strong 
point of  any Model T, so the railcar is 
turned at each end of the run — on the 
55’ NZR turntable at one end and the 
wagon turntable at the other.

Th e whole setup is very well 
presented — including Ab 699 and D 
94 in the shed. Th e Ab is wood-fi red 

 The 0-4-0T 
at Havelock

 The Clarence 
road-rail bridge



Page 16 www.gscale.org.nz February �006

 The Weka Pass 
Railway diesel crane.

 The Model T railcar 
at Pleasant Point.

 The Weka Pass air-
powered coal loader.

Around the Yards
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▲ Ab 699 in fine working order, with a tender load of 
firewood. There is a restored Horse wagon ahead of it and 
D94  behind.

▼ The restored half-birdcage car. 

▼ The signal box with the wagon turntable 
beyond it.  

as this is enough for the 2km flat line 
and cuts down on the soot and smoke 
for the local housewives! The restored 
half-birdcage car is included in the 
passenger train.

There are two very interesting tip 
wagons there too. One is an end-tipper 

and the other a side-tipper. Both were 
used during the construction of the 
Timaru breakwater and wharf. Their 
operation is simple enough until you 
realise that apparently they have to be 
uncoupled to tip as the couplers are 
mounted on the tipping part of the 

frame.
The next stop was Oamaru, and 

there was another side-tipper along 
with a vertical-boilered steam crane. 
This time the couplers were mounted 
on the fixed chassis! 

 Ian

Around the Yards
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The Auckland Group’s February 26th 
meeting is a long distance one for most 
of us to visit Alan Smith at Paeroa, 
finishing at John and Anna Vogels’ 
place at Waitawheta near Waihi. 

A visit to explore the Victoria 
gold battery site at Waikino in the 
Karangahake gorge is included.

The intended itinery for the day is 
to arrive at Alan Smith’s around 10am 
to view his very creative railway and 
buildings which have all been scratch 
built or heavily modified. Alan is a very 
prolific modeler and usually has a new 
model to show every time I visit him.

To find Alan’s place, at Paeroa 
township [State Highway 2], turn 
right at the large L&P bottle onto the 
Te Aroha Rd. [State Highway 26], 
over the river bridge and Alan’s place 
is on the outskirts of town — the pink 
building on the right on the corner of 
Te Aroha and Mill Rds.

We will have to depart Alan’s about 
11am for our next visit to the Victoria 
Gold Battery site where the gold ore 
from the Martha mine in Waihi was 
processed.  

This will be a guided tour with a cost 
of $8.00 and $5.00 child.  There is also 
a 35 minute 2ft. tramway ride.

 I have arranged to have the gate 
opened so we can drive through to the 
site so you need to be there at 11.30 
or you will miss the open gate and will 
have a long walk.

[If you are late, I am told it could be 
quicker to park at the Waikino railway 
station and cross the river by the foot 
bridge and join us from there]

To find the Victoria battery site, half 
way through the Karangahake gorge 
at Waikino, turn right across the river 
into Waitawheta Rd.  

Once across the bridge turn left, you 
are now travelling on the old railway 

Auckland Group: 
February Meeting 

Directions

Continued on P19 

▲ The end-tipper and side-tipper (foreground) wagons at Pleasant Point that 
were used during the construction of the Timaru breakwater and wharf. T he 
main chassis is upside-down rail.

▼ The side-tipper wagon at Oamaru. Note the location  of the couplers compared 
to the Timaru wagons. The crane is a Stothert and Pitt, built 1926 in Bath, 
England.

Around the Yards

When Nelson Had a Railway
 by Barry O ‘Donnell.
The author went to Nelson and 

advertised for information and 
people’s stories about the Nelson 
Railway and this is the very readable 
result.

Nelson’s railway was always 

isolated . Started in 1876, it was 
heading towards Murchison when the 
depression of the 1930’s hit. 

Construction stopped in 1931, 
never to be resumed. A great read and 
a great resource for any bookshelf. 

 Ed.
288pp. Price: $49.95

Bookshelf
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Magazines 4 Sale 
I have been checking my magazine 
collections and have found that I 
have some duplicate magazines so 
here is your chance to fi ll in the gaps 
in your collections:-
LGB Telegram
Summer 1993 Vol 4 #2; Fall 1993 
Vol 4 #3; Winter 1993 Vol 4 #4 and 
Spring 1997 Vol 8 #1 - $3 ea
Rare fi rst series of the Telegram 
magazine issues number 1&4  $3 ea.
Garden Railway World June/July & 
Sept 1991 issues - $2 ea.
1979 Marklin, 1993 Bachmann & 
Hornby catalogs $1 ea.
Narrow Gauge & Shortline 
Gazette Sept/Oct 1988, Nov/Dec 
1988 & July/Aug 1989 - $3 ea. 
Marklin Signal Manual 0361 - $5
Contact:
 Robert Graham on 09 836 0900 
email(work) robert.graham@
waitakere.govt.nz  

On Sale Now!

■ One month per A4 page
■ Wire bound
■ $10 each+p&p $1.00 for 1–5 

copies
■ Add the $10 per copy to your 

$30 subscription and get the 
calendar(s) post-free with your 
next newsletter!

■ Contact Michael Hilliar 
09 266 4745
Please make cheques out to 
Auckland G-Scale Group 
and send to: 

 M. Hilliar, 
22 Halver Rd,
Manurewa,
Auckland 1702.

New Zealand 
G-Scale Group 

Calendar

2006 

For Sale

USA Trains  
EMD NW-2  Denver & Rio 
Grande   $300.00

Aristocraft
Lil’ Gritter  Rio Grande   $180.00
U25B in parts with repainted body 
in dark and light blue  $120.00
Two bay covered hopper car,  
undecorated    $80.00

Bachmann   
Flat car with logs  Ely Th omas 
Lumber   $80.00
Gondola car  Lancaster Oxford & 
Southern   $80.00
Box car  Rio Grande  $80.00
Tank car  White Pass & Yukon   
$80.00
4 wheel logging caboose  Coal Creek 
Lumber  $65.00

 I am open to reasonable off ers.
Contact: Vic Sherstone (Chch)
email: sherstone@ihug.co.nz
Phone: (03) 981-0261

Trev’s “Good-bye 
to his

Garden Railway” Sale
February :
Free updated list of Trev’s own 
G-scale locos, rolling stock, detail 
castings, points, accessories etc.
Contact:

Trevor Ferguson,
50 Charlton Road
Gore 9700
Ph/Fax 03-208-5944
Fergusons.Gore@xtra.co.nz

bed of the Bay of Plenty line up to the 
gate — if you are on time you will pass 
through.  

Could you please, if possible, let me 
know if you are coming so I can let 
them know of possible numbers?

After the tour, which is expected to 
take an hour and a half to two hours, 
we will return to the Waitawheta Rd, 
turn left, and up the hill. 

At the top keep right over the 
waterfall and follow this road for quite 
a way. Th e Vogels are on the right hand 
side — look for a swing sign at the 
bottom of their tree-lined driveway.  

If you go through the village of 
Waitawheta you have gone too far.

At the Vogels’ we will have a shared 
lunch, John and Anna will supply 
the barbecue patties and sausages so 
would members please bring a salad 
or something for the table as their 
contribution.

If anyone would like to car-share, 
give me a ring.   

Also it would be appreciated if I can 
have approximate numbers. 

(Michael (09) 266-4745)
Footnote:- for those who haven’t 

been here before it would pay to 
bring these instructions.  For our last 
meeting in Cambridge one person 
made the long trip but left the address 
at home so couldn’t fi nd the meeting!

Directions: Continued from P18 

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are now due. Many 

thanks to the many who have paid 
and a gentle reminder to those who 
have yet to do so.

Do it now and save Michael from 
having to ring you — you’ll help 
keep his phone bills under control 
as well! 

Please make cheques out to the
Auckland G-Scale Group 
 and send to: 
M. Hilliar, 
22 Halver Rd,
Manurewa,
Auckland 1702.
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Auckland
February 26

Alan Smith , the Victoria Battery and 
John & Anna Vogels   

Paeroa &Waihi 
See the notes on P18.

Please let Michael know of numbers 
attending so he can book the Battery visit.

Ph 09 266 4745

March 26
Ian Lewis

Warkworth

Wellington
Check with Dan Hughes  

04 9778210

 Christchurch
 

February 19 
Weka Pass Railway Day Trip

We need to meet at Waipara at 11am 
to arrange tickets.  (Waipara is a one 

hour drive north of Chch).
The standard train fare is Adults 

$18, Children $10 and Family $50.  
We will qualify for a group discount if 
we have enough people.  This is a public 
trip, so you can invite friends and family 
along.

Bring a picnic lunch to eat at 
Waikari.  The return trip should arrive 
back at Waipara just before 2pm.  Then 
we hope to arrange a brief tour of the 
engine shed and workshop for anyone 
interested.

March 19 
 Karl Arneson

April 23rd 
AGM at Don’s work  
(to be confirmed).

May 27 & 28.
“West Coast Invasion”
Jim Staton - Hokitika.

Editor:  
Auckland
Ian Lewis
44 Edwards Rd
RD1
Warkworth 1241
 ph: 09 4257042 (hm)
 ph: 09 4250046 (bus) 
 fax: 09 4250071 
 mob: 027 4733451
 email: editor@gscale.co.nz
Regional Editors:

Wellington:
Dan Hughes
 ph: 04 9778210
 email: ruthanddan@paradise.net.nz

Christchurch:
Glen Anthony
 ph: 03 942-1817
 email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz

Website: www.gscale.org.nz 

Newsletter deadlines:
Copy for the newsletter needs to be with 
the editors before the 5th of the month of 
publication. Copy should be emailed for 
preference as plain email text. PDF and Word 
(.doc) files are also acceptable. 
Images: Preferably the raw full-size images 
from your digital camera.  Photographs 
needing scanning can be posted to Ian.
Subscriptions:
The newsletter is available through your local 
club or group as a printed or emailed copy —  
Christchurch: Don Ellis, ph. 03-3652267 
Wellington: Dan Hughes, ph. 04 9778210 
Auckland: Michael Hilliar, ph. 09 2664745
It can also be purchased directly as a printed 
and posted copy from the Auckland G-Scale 
Group at $30.00 per annum. Cheques 
for this option should be made out to the 
Auckland G-Scale Group and posted to:  
 M. Hilliar
  22 Halver Rd
  Manurewa
  Auckland 1702

New Zealand G-Scale News
The national newsletter of New Zealand’s 45mm gauge model railway groups

(incorporating the former Christchurch Garden Whistle  
and Auckland Crossed Ties newsletters).

Diary Dates
What can I say but Wow! What 

an outstanding first issue of the new 
format newsletter. David and I would 
like to pass on our compliments to 
Ian and the team that put it together. 
Congratulations and keep up the good 
work guys.

I have a request that I hope people 
can give me some help with. That is 
the question of insurance. It has been 
suggested to me that I should have 
insurance for my LGB collection and 
when you stop and do a quick add up 
of what your trains cost to buy or how 
much you would have to pay to replace 
them it can be quite frightening how 
much the cost can come too. Just think 
about a typical group get together 
and you will see that collectively there 
would be several thousands of dollars 
of engines and rolling stock.

My question is does anybody have 
experience in this matter, is it worth 
getting a separate insurance policy 
just for our train collections, can you 
even get such a thing as model train 
insurance or can you get them listed on 
your general house contents insurance 
or are there other ways that I haven’t 
thought of. 

I hope this will provoke some 
thought and discussion on this matter 
and would welcome your feedback 
either through the pages of this 
newsletter or direct to me at robert.
graham@waitakere.govt.nz .

 Robert Graham

Letters

Websites of Interest:

Michael found this one: 
www.backyardrailroaders.com

This is a Toronto group with 
a similar approach to the hobby 
to ours, albeit with permanent 
clubrooms! Ed.


