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This was part of our display at the Christchurch Big Model Train Show in October.  More details 
on the bridges and the show can be found inside this issue.                      Photo by Glen Anthony. 
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Building the Model Railway Suspension Bridge 
By Brian Anthony 

I decided to build a model railway suspension 
bridge after seeing the 2004 Big Model Train 
Show. I started but made slow progress until 
my retirement when things really got going. 
 
The bridge was built without any plans but just 
a good look at the Kawarau Gorge Bridge, 
which is now used for bunging jumping. 

 
I wanted the bridge to able to be used with the 
clubs modular layout, so I had to adapt it to a 
double bridge so it could carry two tracks at 
the correct spacing for the modular layout. To 
do this I actually had to build two identical 
bridge spans, which were then placed side by 
side and joined together to make the double 

track bridge.  Each span 
is 2 meters long by 300 
mm wide and was built 
from timber from old 
window frames. The 
timber was cut into long 
thin strips on my saw 
bench. 
 
I started building by 
making the diagonal 
cross braces for the side 
fences using a jig to ma-
chine slots in the timber. 
These were then glued 
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and pressed together. A second 
jig held the braces to trim them 
square. 
 
The side fences were assembled 
on a long piece of timber. The 
crosses and posts were glued 
together to form the main part 
of the fence, and this operation 
was repeated four times.  
 
A similar process was carried 
out to make the two bottom 
bridge frames. The side fences 
were glued to bottom frames 
and strips of timber were glued 
to both sides of fences at the top 
and the bottom to tie them all 
together.  
 
Large posts were connected to each end of the 
spans and the main support beams were at-
tached to the under side of the bridge frames.   
 
The two completed bridge spans were then 
painted. Being mid winter I spray painted them 
in the glass house on a sunny day to keep the 
temperature up so the paint would dry. 
Next I joined the two spans together to make 
the double track bridge. I then fitted the cable 
Towers and 
made cable 
anchors at the 
ends which 
overlap onto 
the adjoining 
track mod-
ules.  I also 
made a frame 
for the bridge 
to stand on 
which brings 
it to the cor-
rect height for 
the club 
modular lay-
out.  
 
Many old 
lead head 
nails were 

melted to make weights to get the right tension 
on the cables which were made from plastic 
covered clothes line. Droppers were made 
from galvanized wire shaped and threaded for 
3mm nuts using a lathe to run the die which 
was a very time consuming job. 
 
With the unit finished it was hung up in my ga-
rage roof but soon started gathering dust so a 
box was made to store it in with wheels and a 
handle to make easy to transport. 

 

 

Brian with the bridge storage box at the show. 
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Another successful Big Model Train Show was 
held over the weekend 30 September and 1 Oc-
tober.  By my counting this is the 20th show, 
and it has come a long way from the little show 
that kicked it all off at the Hagley High School 
Hall in 1987!   
 
The first show was run on a shoe string budget 
(a bank loan!), organised by Neill Andrews 
and Laurence & Jill Boul. By my recollection 
there were about 7 layouts plus some trade 
stands at the show in 1987. 
 
Now the show is run on a much grander scale 
at the Pioneer Stadium.  At this years show 
there were 31 layouts, many trade stands and a 
guest group, The Christchurch Slot Car Club, 
on the mezzanine floor.  Radio, TV and road-
side sign advertising all around Christchurch 

prior to the show resulted in a 7% increase on 
last years patronage. Based on door takings, an 
estimated 9,300 people visited the show over 
the two days this year. 
 
The clubs contribution to the show was a floor 
tack which circumnavigated Karl’s “Jessie 
Falls” and Rob’s “Letz Get Buzi III”  G scale 
portable layouts. 
Set up for all three layouts was completed in a 
record 5 hours on Friday afternoon (much bet-
ter than the 8 hours it has taken some years!!).  
By comparison pack up was much quicker, and 
by 7pm on Sunday evening it was just us and 
TALMR left packing up again.  The same two 
groups are the last to finish packing up every 
year. The multitude of people who insist on 
driving their car in during setup, delaying us 
putting track on the floor, always seem to find 

another way of packing it 
up again rather than wait 
for us to finish!  
 
Layouts on display were 
the usual diverse mix 
which makes the show so 
popular. 
Some worth a quick men-
tion were; “One Track 
Minds” (NZR 3/16th) 

The Christchurch Big Model Train Show 2006 
Report by Glen Anthony 

 

Ray’s 1:24 Bedford Bus on 

Karl’s  Jessie Falls layout. 
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who had some spectacular 
scenery including the very 
realistic limestone rocks 
module. 
Lindsay Thompson’s (Sn3.5) 
bush tramway was finished 
(we saw it under construc-
tion on our visit to Hokitika 
earlier in the year). 
David Woolf from Timaru 
had an N scale Japanese lay-
out controller entirely by 
computer.   
 
The Watford and Anything layout from Inver-
cargill was again voted best layout by the pub-
lic.  Karl’s layout achieved 4th place in the pub-
lic vote.  TALMR was voted best by the mod-
ellers at the Saturday night function.  
 
What seemed to be wide isles between the lay-
outs soon filled up once the public came in and 
at one stage there was a rather long queue of 
people waiting to get in.  Unfortunately my 
camera ‘spat the dummy’ on Sunday afternoon 
and the numerous photos I had taken of crowds 
around the layout were all lost. 
But I guess there will always be next year…. 

 

             Rob Wilson’s  Lets Get Bizi III 

Karls painted backdrop and Graeme’s Buildings on the floor 

Batteries always 

seem to run flat 

at the most in-

convenient times. 
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The lawn area is approximately 11m x 3m with 
approximately 35 metres of track.  We are us-
ing Aristocraft 1500mm section track plus 
LGB points and small sections of track.     This 
is only a small lay-out so we can run our locos 
and rolling stock as the main layout will be 
built in a few years time. The main layout will 
be called the Brockenbahn Railway and it will 
run down beside the house and around the back 
yard and into a hobby room (yet to be built) 
where the locos and wagons will be stored on 
the track. 
 
The tunnels mouths are Noch and the tube cen-
tre is galvanised metal.   As I am a sheetmetal 
worker I made it at work.   Also my track will 
be sitting on metal channelling raised off the 
ground about 300mm. 
 
The bridge is 1200mm long also made of metal 
based on a girder structure and is based on a 
bridge on our railway line at the south end of 
Carterton. 
 
The pond will be fed by a waterfall about 
1500mm high all made out of rock which we 
have collected from the Waiohine Gorge.  We 
will be building the waterfall this coming week 
as we have both got a weeks holiday. 
 
We will send photos as work progresses. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Lee & Christine Collett 
Carterton 

Progress on the Rosebrook Railway  
By Lee and Christine Collett 

The finished waterfall 

The metal frame work 
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Club Calendar: 
 

November 26th -  Karl Arnesen 

                   460a Marine Parade.  Bring some trains to run. 
Discussion on improvements to the clubs portable railway. Please email any ideas, whether they be 
small or big, cheap or expensive, easy or hard to Don Ellis. We will list and have more ideas on these 
at Karl’s meeting. Some Ideas so far are: 
            More specific scenery 
            Paint and tidy existing modules 
            Add buildings & frontages 
            Add a longer run 
            Add passing loop to mainline 
            Add engine terminal at end of turntables 
            Add a continuous mainline 
            Add drop down section for easy access 
            Increase yard length for longer trains 
            Upgrade the second turntable 
            Gauntlet bridge section 
            Install signaling 

 

December  

          Monday 4th December 7:30pm, Invitation to Garden City Model Railway Club Open Night. 
                   Entry off Truscotts Road. 

          Sunday 17th - club meeting. Trevor Stewart. 25 Warner Place, Heathcote. 
           

2007 
January 21st  - Glen & Brenda Anthony 
February 18th - Ian Barker 
Shows: 
March 24,25 Cromwell. 
May 26,27 Bob McCully Memorial Show, Addington School. Organised by Graeme Wood. 
July 6,7 Timaru.                   

Club Information: 
Our aim is to have fun by building and/or running model trains outdoors. The society caters for all scales outdoors, 
but specialises in "G" scale (Gauge 1,  45mm) outdoors and indoors. The club meeting is held on the second to last 
Sunday of most months and consists of a mixture of visits to established garden railways, indoor meetings and exhi-
bitions for display to the public. Membership is $15 per year.  New members are welcome.  For membership or other 
inquiries please contact: 

Chairman: Don Ellis: ph/fax 365-2267 wk  Email: don@computercables.co.nz   

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke: ph 389-6192 hm   Email:  philrail@xtra.co.nz 

or 

ChCh Garden Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8032 

New Zealand 

Newsletter Contributions: 
Contributions of photos and/or articles for the newsletter are welcome: 
Please send to:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz    or    Glen Anthony 

               59 Colombo Street 
                                                                                 Christchurch 8002 


