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Rob Wilson’s train snakes around the big dirt hill on Glenn Watson’s railway. 
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March Meeting 

The March meeting was held at 
Glenn Watson’s place in Ashburton 
(about an hour South of ChCh).  
 
About 17 people made the trip 
down on a glorious hot and sunny 
autumn day.   
 
Glenn had laid some track around 
the back yard approximately where 
the railway will eventually be built. 
There were big sweeping curves and 
an 8 metre long yard, allowing big 
trains to be run.   
There was also a smaller circuit in 
the middle of the lawn, for those 
who brought down shorter trains, 
and didn’t need the 8 metre yard!  
The smaller circuit is not part of the 
eventual track plan.  
 
The big railway snaked around a 
large dirt pile, which was left over 
from the construction of the new 
train shed.  The new shed will be 
the home for his planned OO scale 
British layout and also provide a 
storage place he can drive the G 
scale trains into.   
 
The long run of track was utilised 
and a big trains were made up. The 
longest was over 13 metres long 
with 20 bogie wagons two ca-
booses, and two Bachmann consoli-
dations at the front.  
A comment was made that one loco 
should be able to haul that number 
of wagons.  So it was tried, and the 
engine managed the job with ease. 
 
 
A big thank you to Glenn’s parents 
who came and fed and watered us at 
afternoon tea time. A good time was 
had by all.  We look forward to re-
turning again in the future to see the 
development of this railway. 
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Club News 

 Track Purchase 
 
At the March meeting the club agreed to pur-
chase three boxes of straight track from “The 
Train Man” shop in Stanmore Road at a special 
discounted price offered to the club.   
These will be used to fill some of the empty 
yard modules on the clubs layout.  This will 
fulfil about half our track needs.  We will still 
rely on having the use of some members track 
to fill the void in the interim.   
A decision about purchasing more track to 
complete the layout will be made in the future 
when our bank account has had a chance to re-
cover. 
 
 

Sheet Styrene (Plastikard) 
 
Phillip Cooke has located a supply of styrene 
suitable for scratch building and kit bashing  
wagons and buildings at Mulford Plastics, 93 
Buchan St Sydenham. Ph 365 7557.  
 
They stock sheets of styrene 1370mm by 
760mm and from 0.5mm to 3mm thick (in 
0.5mm increments). 0.5mm thick is available 
in white only, all others in black and white. 
 
Sheets prices range from $3.81 + GST to 
$22.85 + GST. (minimum cash order $15). 
 

 

Ashburton Wheels Week 
 
The annual ‘Wheels Week Extravaganza’ is 
being held in Ashburton from 5th – 13th May. 
 
The festivities include a Model and Diecast 
Toy Show at the Tinwald Club.  This is open 
11am-4pm on May 5th & 6th.  Rob Wilson and 
Tony Cairns will be running Letz Get Buzi III 
at the show.   
 
The full programme of events which includes a 
running day at the Plains Railway, can be 
found at: http://www.wheelsweek.co.nz/ 

Subscriptions 
 

Thanks to those people who have paid their 
subs.  If you receive a subscription reminder 
with this newsletter, it means that at the time of 
posting we had not received your payment.  
Please bring it to the next meeting or post it to 
Phillip.  Thanks. 
 

Portable Railway Update 
By Don Ellis 

 
An update on the portable after our working 
bee shows many changes.  A small band of 
workers arrived around 1pm on Sunday 1st 
April to start on our upgrade programme.  
  
Neil and Glenn attacked the sanding and paint-
ing along the rough edges and faces of some of 
the smaller 1.1 metre sections.  Neil’s sander 
proved to be very helpful.  
 
Roger quickly became an expert hole filler, 
continually finding more and more holes to fill 
and make flush ready for our new mown strip 
along the outer edges of the yard areas.  This 
helps to stop wear and tear from little fingers 
and also big fingers when handling and mov-
ing the modules. 
 
Dean replaced a faulty switch on the panel and 
ran a cable for the turntable feed. 
Phil was chief grass cutter, slicing strips of 
grass to fit the edges.   
 
Andrew and I scraped the old ballast of the 
edges and glued down the grass.  The 3 boxes 
of 2’ track were soon put together and placed 
on the yards.  We fixed 2 sections of 4 tracks 
and are awaiting ballasting on the 2 new yard 
sections before laying the other track.  We will 
still need another 1 or 2 boxes of track at some 
stage. 
 

I would like to plan another work day on Sun-
day 15th April.  Let me know if anyone can 
bring spray bottles for ballast and glueing as 
we are short of these. 
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Gauge 1 Jigger 
By Murray Bold 

Two years ago I saw Glen 
Anthony’s jigger on his web-
site. 
 
I was enthused. I must build 
one of those.  
A couple of months before 
Palmerston North Model En-
gineering Clubs ‘Model 
Mee” exhibition I read an ar-
ticle about a model that 
chased and slowed when 
approx 500mm from the 
model in front. It used Infra-
red reflections to keep its 
distance. It was controlled by 
a Picaxe microcontroller. I 
was sold on the idea as I am a Picaxe fan. 
 
I approached Bruce Geange and we designed 
the chassis from 6mm square aluminium. I 
then built the top section from 2.3mm custom 
wood. The character driving is a very much 
modified Flanders from the Flintstones series. 
Parts were scrounged from the junk box and 
the drive motor from a discarded CDROM 
drive. 
 
The control system was hurriedly put together 
but I could not get it to work reliably. The soft-
ware and PC board was altered and a simple 
remote control was used. I used the remote 
from the Rudolf Picaxe (AXE 107) project.  
 
The jigger now uses track power as long as it is 

greater than 6V. There is a 5V regulator to run 
the Picaxe and the motor. It has an Infrared re-
ceiver to give, Stop, Slow and Fast speeds. 
 
The model performed extremely well on its 
maiden run at Palmerston North Model Engi-
neering Clubs Model Mee 2006 exhibition and 
also at Grant and Donna Alexander’s Squirrel 
Valley Railroad, Cambridge.  

 

     The Jigger in action, January 2007.                        Photo by Murray Bold 

Left:  
The inner 
workings 
and con-
troller. 
 
Right: 
Murray 
with the 
jigger at 
the mini 
conven-
tion in 
Welling-
ton 
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NZ G Scale Mini Convention 
By Glen Anthony 

The inaugural New Zealand G Scale Mini 
Convention was held on the 17th & 18th  
March.   
It was organised by the Wellington Garden 
Railway Group and held in the Tawa area.  
Thirty-seven people registered for the week-
end, coming from as far away as Auckland to 
Invercargill.  The following people were pre-
sent from our club; Martin Peterson from In-
vercargill, Lee Collett from Carterton, Murray 
Bold from Palmerston North and Don Ellis, 
Karl Arnesen and myself from Christchurch. 
 

Don and I travelled up on an early flight on 
Saturday morning. Lloyd Dickens came out to 
meet us at the airport and transported us 
around for the weekend along with Michael 
Hilliar and Dennis Lindsay from Auckland. 
 

The convention was based at the Linden Hall 

which was a good venue. There was a hall area 
on one side which had tables set up with a loop 
of track to run trains, and a meeting room on 
the other for lunch and morning teas.  
After a brief introduction, we got started on the 
first item on the programme which was a series 
of workshops.  These all ran concurrently in 
the hall and people could move around the 
various demonstrations as they wished.  
 

The topics presented were; 
·     Servicing LGB locos and DCC by 

Chris Drowley and Brian Russell. 
·     Picaxe micro controllers by Murray 

Bold. 
·     Ginglenook shunting yard by Gavin 

Sowry. 
·     Scratch building and modifying LGB 

wagons by Wayne Haste. 
·     Caving Hebel concrete by myself. 

Smoke pours out of the MTH Challenger 

Chris Drowley explains how to service LGB 

Gavin Sowry with his Ginglenook shunting puzzle 

Wayne Haste’s scratch built wagons presentation 
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After lunch we headed off in cars for a tour 
around four layouts in the local area. Unfortu-
nately by this time drizzle had set in for the 
day, but as the trains are designed to run in the 
rain, the tours went ahead regardless. 
 

The first layout we visited was Chris Drow-
ley’s “Chester Railway”. He had to put up a 
retaining wall and excavate into the hillside to 
get enough flat land to build the railway, some-
thing we don’t think about in Christchurch.  
The railway featured some nice stone cliffs, 
and tunnel portals made from 18mm com-
pressed sheet.  This is a Hardiflex product, es-
sentially a flat sheet of cement, used in bath-
rooms and laundries floors.  Chris used a wet 
wheel tile cutter to cut the straight sides, and a 
diamond blade in a jig saw to cut the curves (2 
cuts per blade). 
 

Next we went to see Wayne Haste’s indoor 
“Trains on a board”.  He insisted it wasn’t a 
real layout because it was only temporary as he 
is planning to move to the Waiarapa in a cou-
ple of years and will build an outdoor railway 
then.  The railway was DCC controlled, allow-
ing two or three trains to be run around the cir-

Wayne Haste’s “Trains on a Board” 

Chris Drowley’s “Chester Railway” 



Fiona Russell with her Linden station 

“The Linden Railway” 
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cuit at once. Most of the wagons were loaded 
with custom loads he has created such as 
stacks of wood and pipes. He regularly chops 
up LGB wagons to create versions of real wag-
ons in Europe, and the wall was lined with 
plans of wagons already scaled to the right size 
for future reference. 
 

Then we travelled on to John Robinson’s 
“H&M Railway” (which was also featured in 
last months Garden Whistle).  A new curved 
trestle bridge had been installed since my last 
visit. 
 

The final stop was at Brian and Fiona Russell’s 
“Linden Railway” (also see last month’s Gar-
den Whistle).  
Fiona’s magnificent station was completed, 
(except for painting), and on display. The MTS 
system was used to cycle various trains around, 
with at least two running at all times. At one 
point their cat decided to claim a portion of 
line to sit on, but changed its mind when a 
train nudged it out of the way. 
 

After the layout tours we headed back to the 
hall.  There we ran some trains and viewed the 
videos and power point presentations of vari-
ous attendees home layouts. The day finished 
off with the evening meal, which was held at 
the Bucket Tree Restaurant. 
  

The next day we travelled to the Williams Mi-
tre 10 Garden Centre at Crofton Downs. 
Johnny Levesque has created a small outdoor 
railway with lots of miniature plants. It is proof 
that you don’t need a big railway to have a 
good railway.  The track is just a small loop 
with no points or station, but the effect is a to-
tally believable New Zealand bush setting.  
There are small trees, mosses and miniature 
mondo grass which resemble small flax 
bushes. A bridge crosses a water fall in the 
middle of the layout. 
 

On the way back to the hall we stopped in at 
Mack’s Track shop at Johnsonville to use our 
20% discount vouchers. 
After lunch the formal convention ended (to 
allow people to travel back home), but direc-
tions were handed out for those wishing to visit 
other layouts during the afternoon. 
Martin Peterson had managed to borrow his 
mother-in-law’s car and took Don and I up to 

Obstruction on the line! 

New bridge on the “H&M Railway” 
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see Colin Burleigh’s layout in Paraparaumu.  It 
is a wonderful layout in a large park-like set-
ting. Although time was short I managed to 
convince Colin he should steam-up one of his 
locos and he was kind enough to oblige, using 
his newly constructed steaming bay.  The rail-
way has two circuits.  One is designed for live 
steam locos and is built level. The other is for 
track powered trains and has a spiral around a 
small hill. Colin had just installed a water fea-
ture on the hill, with a river flowing down from 
the top and a pump at the bottom.  There was 
also a water wheel which did not have the 
plumbing finished yet. 
 
Then we headed on around the road to have a 
quick look at David Leitch’s indoor HOm lay-
out on 12mm track with working rack engines.  
 
The weekend was a great success. Ian 
Galbraith, Wayne Haste, John Robinson, Chris 
Drowley and Brian Russell and are to be con-
gratulated for their planning and running of the 
convention.  They have already announced that 
the next one will be held in Wellington on  
15th & 16th March 2008. The is a possibly that 
we could host one in Christchurch in 2009 if 
there is interest. 

Bottom 3 photos: The Williams Mitre 10 Garden Centre 

Above: Colin Burleigh explains how to steam a loco in 
his new steaming bay.  Below: RS3 on the viaduct. 
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Club Information: 
Our aim is to have fun by building and/or running model trains outdoors. The society caters for all scales outdoors, 
but specialises in "G" scale (Gauge 1,  45mm) outdoors and indoors. The club meeting is held on the second to last 
Sunday of most months and consists of a mixture of visits to established garden railways, indoor meetings and exhi-
bitions for display to the public. Membership is $20 per year.  New members are welcome.  For membership or other 
inquiries please contact: 

Chairman: Don Ellis: ph/fax 365-2267 wk  Email: don@computercables.co.nz   

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke: ph 389-6192 hm   Email:  philrail@xtra.co.nz 

or 

ChCh Garden Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

New Zealand 

Newsletter Contributions: 
Contributions of photos and/or articles for the newsletter are welcome: 
Please send to:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz    or    Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street,  Christchurch 8022 

Club Calendar: 
 

April 15th -  Portable railway work session see pg 4. 
April 22nd - Club meeting at Ross Fraser, 42 Williams Street, Kaiapoi.   
May 27th - Bob McCully Memorial Show, Addington School. (Set up day Sat 26th.) 
June 17th  - Graeme Wood. 
 

Other Dates:  

Dunedin Model Train Show - May 12 & 13.   
Timaru Model Train Show - July 6 & 7.   
Christchurch Big Model Train Show - October 6 & 7.  
Garden Railways Tour of NZ, ChCh layout tour -  October 13th. 
Wellington G Scale Mini Convention 15 & 16th March 2008.                             

Sheltering in the shade at the March meeting    


