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Robert Graham's Bachmann rail truck crosses a trestle on Derek Lane’s garden railway.           Photo: Michael Hilliar. 



The Garden Whistle - August 2007 

Page 2 

Jonathon’s new mallet.          Photo by John Lammiman 

The Linden Railway with the lads in action. 

Wellington Club News 
Report and Photos by John Robinson 

A brief report covering our running afternoon on 
the 8th July at Brian Russell’s Linden Railway: 
 
We were rewarded with a beautiful calm and sunny 
afternoon that was almost warm while we had the 
sun. 
 
Brian’s railway runs on MTS and what could be 
called the highlight of the day, or the low point, 
was when we discovered that Bachman loco’s blow 
up running under MTS analogue mode. Poor 
Gavin’s Porter blew it’s circuit board with a fright-
ening bang and a lengthy puff of smoke.  
 
This is the second time I’ve experience this, and 
after a bit of internet research, I’ve confirmed 
Bachmann and MTS often don’t mix – please don’t 
try this at home! 
Loco doctor Chris now has the Porter to work his 
magic on. 
 
But other than that, the day ran pretty smoothly 
with a good mix of guest and host equipment. 
Actually it was a darn good afternoon to be honest. 
The plus of MTS is that we had up to three trains 
running most of the time with no other disasters. 
 
If you like there are a few more pictures on this 
web link: 
http://www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.php?
showtopic=8120  
and a bit of video of trains on Brian’s railway: 
http://www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.php?
showtopic=8341  
 
That’s all from me till next month. 

Gavin’s Porter - two fired chokes and a blown capacitor 

German industrial power on a mixed goods. The infamous Linden Station built by Fiona Russell. 



Brian Allison hosted the July meeting 
in his large garage (a safe indoor 
venue for winter).  He had set up some 
G scale track on the floor. Some peo-
ple also brought along ‘mechanical 
mice’ to run on his N scale layouts. 
 
We went outside to look at the site for 
the outdoor railway.  It is a spacious 
25 meters long, sited over a former 
open drain. There is a sunken area in 
the middle, so you will be able to set 
up the trains at a waist height.  Brian 
had to wheelbarrow in 68 cubic meters of dirt to 
build up the rest of the area!  Luckily most of the 
track required to build the railway is already on 
hand (avoiding the recent track price increase).  
 
Alan Grueber brought along a 1.5m bridge he has 
manufactured from 6mm solid square section steel. 
Steel and Tube didn’t have any of the right length 
available in Christchurch, but they flew some down 
from Napier over-
night for  just $15 
extra.  There is no 
chance of it being 
blown away in a 
Nor-West wind, 
the solid steel 
makes it heavy! 
 
Next month is the 
Robin Jager Me-
morial Show at 
Burwood School. 
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John Lammiman’s LGB Porters on Alan Grueber’s welded steel bridge  

 

Proposed track plan for Brian Allison’s garden railway  

Christchurch Club News 

Auckland Club News 
By Michael Hilliar 

Henrik and I have recently been looking at rebuild-
ing the end modules of the layout. A discussion of 
this took part at our last AGM and with the layout 
going to Tarndale near Napier for the Easter model 
railway convention next year we better get it 
started! 
  
We have purchased 5 lengths of LGB 3 meter track 
lengths from Merv's Models.  The next stage is 
working out and purchasing some plywood for the 
new ends.  
All this will tidy up the ends, practically the one 
which has mutated over the years, by making them 
easier to transport.  The end result will be that we 

will be able to run our mainline trains on a larger 
radius.  
 
I am still looking for help for the Napier conven-
tion next Easter, the main problem is in transport-
ing the layout down there.  
 
The original concept was to use two light trailers so 
that would of course mean two cars so 4 of us.  
 
I would like some commitment as we are advised 
to book accommodation early.  
 

(Auckland news continued next page) 

Please come to the hall at 10am on Saturday to as-
sist with setting up the layouts, and build a ’floor 
level’ track on the stage. Sunday public opening 
hours are 10am  - 4pm.  Bring some trains to run. 
 
The meal at the October train show needs to be pre-
paid this year. Space is limited. So if you want to 
come, make sure you have booked and paid Karl 
the $15 before our September meeting. 
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Auckland Club News 
Report by Derek Lane. Photos by Michael Hilliar 

May Meeting at Derek Lane’s Railway. 

 
The forecast showers stayed away and al-
though it remained cloudy, the temperature 
was moderate. Thus it was for the first public 
exposure of Derek Lane’s layout in Forrest 
Hill. 
 
A great attendance with lots of additional hard-
ware for running on this basic analogue con-
trolled layout.  
The host’s roster included: 

Derek's collection waiting on the deck LGB Meyer with train in the garden. 

An Aristocraft RDC – R3 radius is the mini-
mum for these, but even that’s too tight to run 
two RDCs coupled together.  An LGB diesel 
with LGB freight cars  
An LGB Meyer steam loco with 2 LGB 
coaches. 
 
The LGB equipment is getting two mods. The 
first is the installation of Kadee couplers. This 
is being done with minimum modification to 
the LGB units so the original couplers could be 
restored if necessary. The locos will have one 
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Kadee and one LGB ring & hook cou-
pler. 
The second mod is to replace the plas-
tic wheels with ball-bearing metal 
wheels. Because the selected wheel 
sets are slightly smaller diameter than 
the LGB plastic ones, the Kadee cou-
plers were now too low and the un-
coupling hook caught on the points 
and other between-track items.  
Simple solution – Kadee supplies a 
couple of shims in each coupler kit 
which when installed in appropriate 
combinations, bring all couplers to 
the required height.  
The Kadee hook has to be .125” 
above the rail tops. Of course you 
could use a coupler height gauge but 
the side edge of a 3.5” floppy disc is 
the right thickness. 
 
Visiting trains included: 
Gordon Ell’s Climax that ran very 
nicely. 
David Graham’s scratch-built work 
train on which runs on battery power. 
Ian Lyon’s US diesel.  
Michael Hilliar’s Colorado and 
Southern 2-8-0 with 3 coaches. 
Robert Graham’s Bachmann Rail 
truck. 
 
Further details of Derek’s layout will 
be covered on another occasion. 

Derek's V52 Diesel running a mixed train 

Michael Hilliar's Colorado and Southern 2-8-0. 

David Graham with his scratch built battery powered work train. 

Derek cleaning the track 
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Timaru Model Railway Expo 
By Glen Anthony 

Final adjustments setting up.          Photo: Phillip Cooke 

The bi-annual Timaru Model Railway Expo 
was held on the weekend of 6 & 7 July.  The 
Christchurch Garden Railway Soc took down a 
small number of modules and displayed a cut-
down version of our point to point modular 
railway.  Thanks to Rob Wilson who made his 
trailer available and Don Ellis who towed it 
down to Timaru (two hours south of Chch). 
 
Those travelling down on Friday were left with 
no doubt that winter had arrived.  Brenda and I 
travelled down mid morning and when we ran 
into the first snow storm just north of Ashbur-
ton and I wasn’t sure if the road was going to 
be open all the way. 
Luckily the snow storms didn’t get too bad and 
had started to clear by Rangitata. By the time 
the rest of the crew made the trip in the after-
noon the weather had slightly improved. 
 
In the absence of the ‘senior’ members, Don 
and I unloaded all the modules into the hall 
ourselves. We wondered if they were sitting 
around drinking cups of tea trying to warm up, 
but they did eventually turn up, after the last 
one had been unloaded.  The job of pinning the 
curtain around the modules was made much 
easier thanks to the nice sewing job Michelle 
Leigh had done.  After the layout had been set 
up a group of us (including some Garden City 
members) headed down town for a feed at the 
pub. Moving a small table in a Timaru pub is 
apparently not the done thing.  The bar tender 
was still making a fuss about how some people 
from Chch moved a table, quarter of an hour 
after most of the group had eaten tea and left! 
 
On Saturday more reinforcements arrived from 
Chch to help run the layout.  Some stayed for 
the weekend while others made day trips. 
Wayne Haste (from Wellington) also turned 
up, and soon had a controller in his hand. 
  
There were 11 layouts on display in the hall. 
Six were local ones including the popular 
“Trainz’n’Animations” with lots of moving 
parts and that noisy volcano.  
Two layouts came from Southland (including 
Whatford’n’Anithing), one from Ashburton, 

Rob Wilson  works the turntable.   Photo: Glen Anthony 

Steaming into the yard.                     Photo: Kevin Leigh 

Bill Pierson, Trevor and Bernie. Photo:John Lammiman  
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John, Ray, Brenda & Michelle waiting a turn to drive  

The complete (shortened) layout.                             Photo: Glen Anthony 

and Lego and our layout from Christchurch.  
     
This was the first time we had tried building a 
configuration so small (due to space allocated).  
Luckily we had planned to run small locos, be-
cause the positioning of the suspension bridge 
right next to a curve was not such a good idea. 
Longer locos going around the 8 foot diameter 
curves ended up with quite an overhang which 
fouled the end of the bridge.  This is something 
we need to remember in the future. 
 
The evening function was the usual meal in the 
Brass Band Hall.  This was followed by a 
demo on how to paint back scenes by local Art 
Teacher, Hamish Cameron. Then we all had 
the chance to discover for ourselves that it was 
not as easy as he made it look! 
 
The following morning we woke up to a -6 deg 
frost and stunning views of the snow covered 
Southern Alps.  
The attendance for the weekend was around 
2600 people and about $2200 was raised for 
the South Canterbury Hospice.  All in all, an-
other successful Timaru Show thanks to the ef-
forts of the South Canterbury Model Railway 
Exhibition Group. 

John and Fred with a full yard.          Photo Kevin Leigh 

Another train rolls out of the yard.     Photo Kevin Leigh 

Kevin and Glen at work.               Photo: Michelle Leigh 

Brain, Jonathon and Wayne Haste. 
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Craftiness in Stone 
By Raynor Johnston 

With the upcoming “grande” opening of a friends 
small outside layout, I was challenged to supply a 
suitable gift for such an occasion. As the railway is 
based on the Tallylyn slate railway in 19mm scale, 
I decided to build a typical ‘Right of Way’ build-
ing.   
 
The building is a free lance design and not a true 
copy of anything. In actual fact, apart from stations 
and engine sheds, I suspect that there are only a 
few other buildings resident on the Tallylyn line.  
This because it is quite short, only about 7 miles 
long, I believe. In keeping with the local building 
style, a stone building using real stone was decided 
upon. 
 
It took about 10 minutes to make the base structure, 
which is built from 20mm fence palings nailed onto 
a base.  
Next, under cover of darkness, a small piece of that 
wonderful central Otago stratified green schist was 
“liberated” from a building site nearby and the 
work began.  
Using a masonry chisel and broad nosed type tile 
cutters, suitable pieces were “broken” off and 
stockpiled.   
Assembly of the stone pieces began from the bot-
tom up using “no more nails” with the larger pieces 
of stone placed at the base.   
Wood was used to knock up the door and window 
frames and these were attached to the base struc-

ture first. Then smallish shards of stone were 
snipped into shapes to fit the larger gaps and spe-
cial shapes around the door and windows.  
The roof was made from a piece of ply covered 
with fine sand paper. The roof and the battens were 
then weathered with weak coat of watery paint and 
dust.  
The water tank was constructed from litho plate 
adhered onto a solid block of wood. The guttering 
was also rolled from litho plate, and the down pipe 
made from drinking straws.   
 
The structure was completed with a number of de-
tail bits which were all odds and ends from my 
scrap boxes.   
 
At the end of the day my friend was a happy 
camper with the gift I had produced and I had an 
enjoyable build. 



That’s about the only tricky bit, the new door 
is made from 1.5mm or so thick styrene with 
0.6mm thick strips MEK’ed each side to match 
the planking. Sundry bits of styrene were used 

for the door strapping, hinges plus lengthening 
the stakes. Brass pins were used for rivets and 
some fine chain on the door catches.  
 
Picture 3 (above) shows the detail before paint-
ing. Only thing done on the underframe at this 
stage has been some bits of plastic stripped off 
a wire to represent turnbuckles, and fitting 
metal wheels, I might consider some brake de-
tail later. 
 
The completed model was sprayed with an 
automotive red oxide primer (from Super 
Cheap Autos) and then lightly weathered. Pic-
ture 4 (below) shows the completed model.  
 
It looks NZRish enough for me. 
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Modification of a Hartland Gondola 
By John Robinson 

My most recent project has been the modifica-
tion of a Hartland Locomotive Works (HLW) 
gondola (pictured below) into something that 
resembles an NZR R wagon (bogie highsider). 

Two main changes were needed, firstly 
lengthen the body and secondly add door de-
tails. 
 
Thankfully the body was not terrible well at-
tached to the underframe so with a little gentle 
prying the body popped off the underframe.  
 
Next I ran a razor saw down each corner to 
separate the sides from the ends. While apart 
the floor, sides and ends were distressed by 
scrapping with the razor saw plus 150grit sand-
paper to better represent wood.  
I’m not quite sure how to describe that the 
sides were cut and the left part moved right 
and right part moved left so they fitted back 
into the stake pockets but overhang the head-
stocks.  
 
In picture 2 
(above) the 
sides are now 
cut to length, 
the ends at-
tached flush 
with the head-
stocks and 
ready for new 
door section to 
be fitted. 
 

 



the cooking, but it has spread to the near side 
(and other places too), meaning you never need 
to buy any more.  
After it goes yellow and dies off, I cut it off at 
ground level, and in spring the next crop is al-
ready growing in the plantation for the cycle to 
continue. (Also see Derek’s trees on pg4).  
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Tip for Trees 
By Glen Anthony 

One way to get trees on your railway is to plant 
parsley. 
For Spring and early Summer it stays as small 
bushes. But in Autumn it grows up and looks 
like trees before going to seed.  
We only planted a small clump (the one at the 
back in the photo above) for Brenda to use in 

Robin Jager Memorial  
Train Show 

 
Burwood School 
255 New Brighton Rd 

Christchurch 

 
- one day only - 

Sunday 19th August 
 

- a hall full of G scale trains - 

 

10am  -  4pm 
 

 
Adults $2,    Children $1,    Family $5 

Model Wai 2007 
 

Model Railway Layouts 
and Trade Stands 

 
 

11 & 12 August 
 

Town Hall 
Chapel St 
Masterton 

 

10am -  4pm both days 
 
 

Adult $4, Child $2, Family $10 



It is with great sadness that we 
record the passing of well 
known Dunedin modeller John 
Rappard.  John died on 5th 
July after battling cancer for 
18 months.  
 
John modelled in just about 
every scale there was, ranging 
from N scale right up to 7¼” 
gauge, mainly building NZR 
items. 
He was a member of the 
Christchurch group in earlier 
years and was still displaying 
his G scale models as recently 
as January last year at the 
Model Engineers National 
convention at Halswell.  I remember a small G 
scale shunting layout he used to bring to the 
early Christchurch and Dunedin train shows.  
In fact he was the main organiser for the Dune-
din Model Train show in the early years. 
 
One of his more notable layouts was the Dune-
din & Port Chalmers Railway, which appeared 
at the 1988 National Model Railway conven-
tion in Chch, and blew people away with the 
level of detail in the then new scale of NZ120. 
 
At the other end of the scale, he made a large 
DXR loco in 7¼” gauge, which had digital 
sound and model driver in the cab with motor-
ised arm, so it could ‘wave’ to bystanders.  
 
The G scale locos I remember where all NZR 
conversions built on LGB chassis’s.  These 
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Obituary: John Rappard 

were a ‘Hitachi’ 4 wheel shunting engine num-
bered 822, and a radio controlled Wa class 
steam engine with batteries installed in the 
tanks.  It was built on a Zillatron chassis. 
 
After retiring, he started into even bigger pro-
jects. One was the building of the Signal Hill 
Railway, (along with Don Weston), on land 
near his house.  The dual 5” and 7¼” railway 
had some impressive engineering features.  It 
was a popular place for club members to visit 
when in Dunedin.  I seem to recall taking a 
nice photo of John driving his DXR on the Sig-
nal Hill Railway, but alas I haven’t been able 
to locate it in time for publication here. 
 
John will be remembered as the sort of guy 
who just got on and did stuff rather that shout-
ing all about it.                          -Glen Anthony. 

John driving one of his smaller locos at McLeans Island 2003 

John (left) hosts a club visit to the SHR in 2005 John’s trains at CANMOD 2006 
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This issue of the Garden Whistle features news from various G scale clubs in New Zealand.   
Each club is a separate identity and can be contacted as follows: 

Christchurch: 
 

August 19th: 

Robin Jager Train Show  
Burwood School, 10am-4pm 
(set up day - Sat 18th, 10am) 

 

September 23rd:  
Roger & Sandra Alexander 

 

October 6&7:   

Big Model Train Show 
 

Feb 08 - Jim Staton, Hokitika. 

This months panoramic shows the crowds which flooded into the recent Timaru Train Show.     Photo: Glen Anthony. 

Coming Model Train Show Dates:  
August 11& 12            Model Wai, Town Hall, Masterton 
August 19                    Robin Jager Memorial Train Show , Burwood School, Chch 
October 6 & 7              Christchurch Big Model Train Show , Pioneer Leisure Centre 
November 17 & 18       Wellington Rail-Ex 2007 Exhibition, TSB Arena 
March 15 & 16, 2008   Wellington G Scale Mini Convention                

Christchurch Garden  
Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 
 

Chairman: Don Ellis  
ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  
 

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke:  
ph 03 389-6192 
philrail@xtra.co.nz  

Auckland 45mm Gauge 
Model Railway Group 
C/- Michael Hilliar 
22 Halver Road 
Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 
 

Ph 09 266 4745  
hilliar@internet.co.nz 

Wellington Garden  
Railway Group 
C/- John Robinson  
39 Taylor Terrace 

Tawa 
Wellington  5028 

 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Editor:  Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo St, Christchurch 8022 
             email:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events Calendar: 

Auckland: 
 

August 26th: 

Chas and Marion Hoskins 
25 Miles Ave,  
Papatotoe  

2 pm to 4 pm wet or fine 
 

September 23rd: 

Mike and Liz Hilliar  
22 Halver Road,  
Manurewa  

2 pm to 4 pm wet or fine 

Wellington: 
 

August 5th: 

Wayne Haste’s indoor  
Railway (from 1:30pm) 

101 Main Road 
Tawa 
 

As always please phone John 
on 0274 427 160 in case of 
any last minute changes 


