
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

December 2007 

Santa relaxing on the Rocky Creek Railway in anticipation of the busy festive season.       Photo: Glen Anthony. 



to do what modellers do. Taita 

Gorge Garden Railway, now 8 

years old (well, it will be come 

1st January), was in operation all 

night to show off my stock, and to allow visit-

ing trains to run. John Robinson brought along, 

and ran, his Dubs A and train.  

 

There were other non garden railway activities 

with three Gn15 layouts on show/running. 

There was my Haywards Estate Railway, and 

Pizza 'n Beer, a 'pizza' type layout in an ABC 

beer crate...these are going to Rail-Ex 2007. 

(see photos next page). 

Paul Napier brought along his Cardboard Chal-

lenge, a layout that is being built for the com-

petition on www.Gn15.info.  

 

My wife served up a lovely supper to round 

out a very enjoyable evening. 
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Twilight Meet at the Taita Gorge Railway 

 

The flood-lit railway, with a light streak from a departing train.  

The Four Square shop is a popular stop for loco crews  

Gavin Sowry had a running evening at his 

garden railway in Wellington.  

Photos by John Robinson. 

 

For 5 years now, the first Tuesday or Wednes-

day in November has been a Twilight Meet 

held at my place.  

 

Initially, it was for the Wellington Area Mod-

ellers, however, since the formation of the 

Wellington Garden Railway Group, I thought, 

that as I was member of both, I would run the 

event as a combined session. 

 

This year, in gloriously fine weather, 21 mem-

bers from both groups descended on my place 

A tram appears from the darkness. 

John’s Dubs A passing the Taita Gorge Station 
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By John Robinson 

Photos by Ian Galbraith 

 

I'm pleased to report that despite limited repre-

sentation on the garden railway front this was 

one of the best RailEx I've attended in a long 

time. 

It was held over the weekend of the 17th & 

18th November at the Westpac Event Centre 

on the Wellington Waterfront.  A good mix of 

railways from N to gauge 1 were there.  The 

show was busy both days, helped by the fine 

weather and the central location no doubt. 

 

Due to a bit of a mix up the Wellington Garden 

Railway Group didn't end up with a display 

(We're already booked for the next one) but 

Mack's Tracks did have a nice loop running 

and Ian Galbraith's "Barrel of Fun" also at-

tracted a lot of interest.  Wayne Haste did some 

G scale scratch building as a continuous work-

shop also. 

 

The Gn15 flag was flown by Gavin Sowry and 

Paul Napier with 2 diorama sized layouts and 

Gavin's time saver layout.  (More on Gn15 will 

be coming up in future issues of the Garden 

Whistle I understand). 

 

The Marklin Gauge 1 Ishstein layout seems to 

have been changed a bit 

and always seemed to 

have plenty of people 

around it.   Brent Hopley 

has resurrected what I un-

derstand is a 9mm modu-

lar layout from Christ-

church and with the help 

of a fledgling Wellington 

9mm group had half of the 

railway set up, and very 

nice it was too. 

 

Most of my time was spent 

helping with the Waira-

rapa Railway Modeler's 

layout, but I did wear my 

G Scale Mad badge in case 

anyone noticed! 

Ian Galbraith’s G scale “Barrel of fun” 

Wellington RailEx 2007 

 

Gavin Sowry, with his three G scale layouts.    Photo by Paul Napier 

Marklin 45mm, Gauge 1 “Ishstein” layout 

Kerosene Creek Sn3½ now operated by Grant Morrell  



 Rob Wilson’s new loco 
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Glen Anthony reports on the Christchurch 

November meeting. 

Photos by Kevin Leigh & Glen Anthony. 

 

Our November meeting was held at the Minia-

ture Railway at Steam Scene, hosted by Alan, 

Viv and Jonathon Grueber.  

 

The railway is a 7 ¼” gauge ground level track 

which runs through mature pine trees at the 

McLeans Island recreational area on the out-

skirts of Christchurch. The site also features a 

full size railway and a steam museum, but 

these were not open on the day we visited. 

 

The running distance of the miniature line is 

just short of a kilometre, and like all good rail-

ways it has a tunnel and a couple of bridges.   

 

A central signal box can control the system, 

although there are also local buttons for chang-

ing points (done by compressed air) and track-

side LED signals display the route set. There is 

a turntable, a turning Wye and the track can be 

run bi-directionally, but most times it is just 

run as a big oval.   

 

There are miniature level crossings with cross-

ing arms and flashing lights which all start 

working automatically as the train proceeds 

around the line.  

 

The loco shed facilities are extensive and it is 

McLeans Island Miniature Railway 

Moving an Ec into one of the sheds 

Rob Wilson at the controls with Don and Phil waiting 

The longest bridge is across this swamp surrounded by flax and cabbage trees.    
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 Steam loco in the shed 

evident that a lot of money 

and time has been spent over 

the years.  There is a large 

hoist for lifting locos onto 

trailers but most of the regu-

lar locos stay on site in one 

of the many storage sheds 

and containers which are 

scattered around. 

 

It was a very enjoyable after-

noon, and was capped off 

with the opportunity for a 

few members to try their 

hand at the controls of a 

loco. 

The railway is open on the 

first and third Sunday of 

each month and also caters 

for birthday party groups.  

Contact the Gruebers if you 

want more details.  

 

Next month is the club end-

of year BBQ hosted by Karl 

and Alison Arnesen.  Wives 

and partners are most wel-

come.  This year it will be a 

lunch time BBQ (cooking 

from 12noon), so bring your 

sunhats and a chair, and lets 

hope for warmer weather 

than last year!   

Illuminated track  diagram in the signal box  

Something is GROWing in the Waikato, and 

Grant Alexander lets us know all about it. 

 

I would like to introduce this group we call 

GROW.  

That's Garden Railway Operators of Waikato.  

 

We are a motley bunch of just seven at this 

stage with a common interest in garden rail-

way's as well as many other diverse and 

(sometimes) train related interests.  

We meet at each others places on a rota basis 

so that the burden (oops I mean pleasure) of 

hosting our gatherings is equally shared.  

New Happenings in Waikato 

We meet on a Friday evening, specifically the 

first Friday of the month for a good old chat, 

train running (sometimes) and the obligatory 

cuppa afterwards.  

 

We are a far flung group with members from 

Huntly in the north to Tirau in the south! But, 

if you were to find yourselves in the greater 

Waikato region and at a loose end, and you 

happen to notice that it's the first Friday of the 

month, give me a call at the contact number 

given in the Club Directory and we'll be more 

than happy to make you welcome and listen to 

some of your tall tales!  

^ Alan Gureber with his loco  

< Johnathon at the tunnel  



Robert Graham hosted the Auckland group in 

November. 

 

This was the third year that David and I have 

hosted the group at our garden railway. We 

have made a lot of changes since the group 

was last here and the line has been extended to 

the south where the tracks pass through a tim-

ber tunnel under a feijoa tree and then it loops 

round one and a half times to link up with the 

original line. This has allowed us to greatly 

ease the grade of the climb up to the rear track 

and has therefore eliminated the steep southern 

curve. Stage three will be to extend the line to 

the north and thereby eliminate the steep north-

ern curve down to the main yard. 

 

We had also replaced the troublesome 

length of rail leading out of the main 

tunnel and across the large bridge. 

This was a spot where we found trains 

kept on derailing and when we re-

placed the track we found that the old 

rail had a slight kink in it, and that 

was what had been causing the derail-

ments. David had spent most of Sat-

urday and Sunday morning cleaning 

the track and checking electrical con-

nections, which meant that the trains 

ran faultlessly on Sunday.  

 

The weather was perfect, warm and 

sunny and we had heaps of yummy 

 

White Pass Diesel runs along new track extension  
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Graham Family Railway 

David’s speeder travels along the town line with a variety of buildings in the background 



 Rob Wilson’s new loco 
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food and drinks ready to feed the anticipated 

crowd. The only trouble was that we had a 

very low turnout with only six members of 

the group able to come. So thanks here to 

you guys for coming it meant that all the 

hard work we had put in to finish the track 

extension and get everything running per-

fectly wasn’t wasted. Thanks also to Louise 

for catering the afternoon tea and at least we 

had enough sausage rolls, cakes and biscuits 

to do lunches for the rest of the week. 

 

We ran my White Pass Diesel with a train of 

hopper cars and we also ran David’s LCE 

express train. The LCE looks really good 

snaking its way around the track. With the 

new track extension the White Pass Diesel 

had no problem pulling its load of heavy 

hopper cars around the track. Don ran his 

LGB duo diesel shunter with a train of field 

railway tipping hoppers and Bruce ran his 

radio controlled battery powered steam en-

gine with its freight cars. David got out the 

Mars Flyer which is quite challenging to run 

and requires a bit of skill to get the speed 

right to get up the hill while not going too 

fast down again. He had fun running that 

round and entertained people with some 

high speed derailments on the corners. De-

spite the small turnout we all had fun run-

ning trains and enjoyed the nice weather. I 

also got some useful tips and suggestions for 

my next stage of the track extension and 

planning has begun (don’t tell Louise). 

 

Louise, Mathew, David and I would like to 

thank everybody for coming and we hope to 

see more of you visit next time. 

    

The Wellington Garden Railway Group now has a web presence at:  

http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
 

And while you are surfing the web, here are a few more NZ garden railway sites to visit: 
 

Ian Galbraith:     www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/ian.html 

Murray Bold:      http://blod.dyndns.org/home/grailway/GRail.php 

Glen Anthony:    www.trainweb.org/nzgr 

Grant Alexander’s old rly: http://home.clear.net.nz/pages/squirrel.valley.rail/ 
 

If you know of any more, please let the editor know. 

New Website: 

Don's LGB duo shunter and train 

Don looking for his train. An LCE train in the background 

Trains parked up in the main yard 

Also: 

www.loco.co.nz 

www.gscalechuffchuff.com 

http://afr.nzcan.com 

www.gscale.org.nz 
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The Fairlie Branch 

By Rob Wilson 

Photos by Glen An-

thony 

 

Several years ago I 

was given as an ap-

preciation of a long 

friendship, several 

items of NZR rolling 

stock in 1/16th scale, 

that the late Harold 

Joynt had created in 

his workshop at 

Kakanui, just south 

of Oamaru.  

Included in the items 

were an NZR "D" 

class steam loco and 

a "Tr" diesel shunt-

ing loco. The D is 

electrically powered 

from a 12volt bat-

tery carried in a steel La wagon that incorpo-

rates a simple double pole switch for reversing, 

however the Tr has centre contact electrical 

pickup.  

 

I had these beautifully crafted locos on mantles 

and shelves at home but thought it was about 

time that others could enjoy the workmanship 

 

Tr 18 trundles down the line, passing a farmer moving cows 

and sheer delight of the locos and rolling stock. 

The Tr was the candidate for the moving por-

tion of the layout and is operated using an 

Aristocraft reversing unit. To power the 

loco required setting brass nails down the cen-

tre of the track at the correct height, for current 

collection.  

 

The track work 

for the new 

model railway 

also incorpo-

rates the reuse 

of Harold’s 

o r i g i n a l 

( b e a u t i f u l l y 

w e a t h e r e d ) 

sleepers from 

his outdoor rail-

way. 

 

I used Peco "O" 

gauge rail for 

the track and 

fixed them us-

i n g  t r a c k 

spikes.  

 

D16 at the Clive Station with velocipede shed and coaling crane   
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The railway is based on the 

long disused Fairlie Branch 

from Timaru to Fairlie incor-

porating two stops on the 

way inland - Cave and Al-

bury. The two locomotives 

displayed are still operational 

at the Pleasant Point Railway 

today and Harold had a 

photo taken of his D in the 

running board of the full size 

D.  

 

The layout also features 

other creations of Harold, 

(all fully operational) includ-

ing a manual goods crane, a 

steam powered coaling 

crane, a water tank and a 3 

wheeled velocipede. 

 

The track is deliberately undulating and to see 

the Tr trundling its merry way from Cave to 

Albury and return I hope is a fitting celebration 

of the model engineering skills of its creator. 

 

The layout is deliberately open-ended so that I 

can add to it if so desired. Since the train show 

I have started mounting a collector shoe  under 

the D so that both locos can be seen moving on 

the layout.  

 

 

Rob with the layout at the recent ChCh Train Show.  

Master model 

builder Harold 

Joynt in his ga-

rage workshop in 

Kakanui. 

 

The walls were 

lined with 

scratch built 

English, Ameri-

can and NZR 

gauge 3 & 1 

locos (almost all 

live steam)  

 

On the floor is a 

live steam 5” 

gauge. 

 

Photo by Don 

Western. (date 

unknown). 

The main feature of the Albury Station is a platform mounted goods crane 



Now bend the other end around a 1mm drill bit 

held in the vice and squeeze up with the pliers.  

A bit of a knack to it 

but you get it after only a few tries.  

Now you need to open the end up with a craft 

knife, or small screw driver, so you can slip the 

ring into it later. 

 

The Rings: 

These are made by twisting some 0.7-0.8mm 

dia soft brass wire around a 3mm dia drill bit 

held in the vice. 

Kind of like making a spring really.  

Slip the twisted up "spring" off the drill and cut 

into rings with some good side-cutters.  

The rings then need to be twisted with two 

long nose pliers to get the spiral out of the ring 

so the ends close up.  
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Making Wagon Tie-down Rings 

By John Robinson 

I was quite pleased with the look of the tie-

down rings which I fitted to my R wagon and a 

couple of other upgrades.  

So as I was making some more for the next 

project I thought I share some "how to" pics 

with you.  

The rings are made out of 0.7-0.8mm brass 

wire, and the Eyelets are made from 1/4" 

builders staples. 

The Eyelets: 

To make the Eyelets I straighten out one end of 

the staple to make it easier to handle. 



By Glen Anthony 

If you get a “live” Christ-

mas tree for Xmas; when 

Christmas is over, don’t 

take it to the transfer sta-

tion like everyone else. 

 

Instead you can recycle 

the trunk into a wood 

load for your wagon. 

Here is the tree we had  

last year. 

 

Save the dump fee, save 

the environment, and get 

a load for your wagon all 

in one! 

 

Merry Christmas! 
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Tip for Christmas 
 

I put a drop of solder of the joint so it's not so 

obvious.  

To hold the rings in place while they get sol-

dered, I 

made a 

jig. 

It con-

sits of a 

1 / 1 6 " 

s q u a r e 

piece of stripwood stuck into a h o l e 

drilled in some scrap customwood. 

 

Slip the completed rings over the opened up 

staple and squeeze the pliers to close up the 

staple  

The finished product was mounted by drilling 

a 1.5mm dia hole in the side of the wagon, a 

drop of thick instant glue, push in and jobs 

done.  

It took me about an hour and a half to make 

about 30 of them including fooling around tak-

ing out of focus pictures. 
 

Thanks for reading through this far, hope you'll 

find the 

idea 

useful 

and im-

prove it 

yourself 

no 

doubt. 
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G Scale Expands at Pokaka Again 

Michael Hilliar reflects on another successful 

weekend. 

 

The weekend of 9th till 11th November was an-

other one of those great cultural weekends held 

at the central North Island village of Pokaka, 

where we again saw further expansion of the G 

Scale side of the hobby.  

 

Wayne Haste of the Wellington group not only 

bought along a large number of his scratch 

built rolling stock, but also some track etc. to 

run it on.  A large flat bed truck had been used 

to bring down some new roofing iron for the 

Taylor Memorial lodge.  Once this had been 

taken off Wayne saw a suitable flat surface to 

lay his track. The only problem was the deck 

wasn’t quite wide enough for those large ra-

dius curves, but raiding the shed we found 

some useful wood and some carpet tiles [good 

for sound proofing] the problem was soon over 

come.   

The projects display table at the recent Pokaka, with a good assortment of scales and prototypes to be seen 

Trains were run on both Friday afternoon and 

Saturday with displays from Wayne, Ian 

Galbraith and John Robinson. The weather was 

so great that we got the other great problem of 

garden railroading; we felt the sun burn. I be-

lieve most of the other inhabitants braved this 

rare phenomenon and extracted themselves 

from the dark insides of the lodge to view what 

is becoming the growth side of the hobby.   

 

I look back over the years when I bravely put 

my first bit of modified LGB on their treasured 

display table and have slowly watched the ac-

ceptance of G Scale. This year we had models 

being displayed by Tom Pearce, Ian Galbraith, 

John Robinson, Wayne Haste and my nearly 

finished 7/8th scale port class Hunslet which 

towered above all the other models on the ta-

ble. 

 

Hopefully most will soon enjoy playing with 

larger trains; you do need a hobby from the 

hobby!!  
 

Ian Galbraith, Wayne Haste, Neville Connew, Terry Bradley and Phillip Smith Running trains in the sun 
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Food for Thought 

By Karl Arnesen, Christchurch. 

 

For quite some time now there has been some 

disquiet amongst some of our members over 

the direction the club is moving. There is a 

school of thought that the garden aspect of the 

club appears to be disappearing. Recent an-

nouncements this week have got my thought 

processes going and I believe we have an ideal 

opportunity to do something about it. 

 

Mind you it will mean a lot of hard work by 

many if not most of the club members to see it 

through to the end. What is he on about you 

may be asking yourself? With the announce-

ment  that the flower show is coming to Christ-

church I wondered if it is time that we got back 

into the garden and looked into the possibility 

of entering next year's show? 

 

If you were a member a year or three back 

when we had a layout on the floor we also had 

a layout on a trailer set in a garden with plants 

and a water feature leant to us from a garden 

centre in town. For the flower show we would 

need something a little larger but just as simple 

to put on a display. The visits would need to be 

made to a garden centre to see if they would be 

interested in coming on board with us, and 

then the planning preparation and building of a 

display could follow. 

 

It has been obvious to me when setting up my 

own layout at the August show that there are 

fewer and fewer helpers ready and willing and 

able to set up, and even less to pack up after 

each show. This would be a big commitment 

from the club and would need many to be in-

volved if it is to succeed to the level to be an 

attraction at the show. 

 

Lets think about it. Try to think of ways it 

could work, we can all come up with ways it 

might not succeed. Quite frankly I don't want 

to hear these. If I hear nothing back then I will 

know what members really think of the idea. 

Think of the future directions you would like 

the club to move before making your decision. 

I look forward to what others could come up 

with if this is to be a runner. 
 

A visit to the other side of the ditch 

By Russell Postlewaight 

(editor of the Coupler) 

A couple of weeks ago I went to the British 

Railway Modellers of Australia Convention in 

Adelaide. 

Here are some images of one of the layouts on 

tour in that big gauge you all dabble in. 

No electricity here – these things are radio con-

trolled live steam!!!  

The boats were also steam powered as was the 

steam crane (see photos next page). 

Enjoy. 
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 

G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 2nd December: 

Alf and Rosie Williams 

64 Derbyshire Lane, Karaka.  

2pm onwards, wet or fine 

AGM and B-B-Q 
bring a train and those staying on 

something for a shared BBQ tea  

 

Sunday 26th January: 

Ken and Liz Macdairmid  

Glen Eden 
 

Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge 

Model Railway Group 

C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 

Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

 

Waikato: 
 

Friday 7th December: 

David Petchey, 

Hamilton 
 

(no meeting in January).  

 
Club Contact: 

GROW:  Garden Railway  

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 9th December: 

Karl & Alison Arnesen. 

460a Marine Parade  

End of year Family BBQ  

11am. (BBQ12noon)  
Bring your food, sun hat & a seat. 

 

Sunday 20th January: 

Andrew Hammers  

 

9 & 10th February: 

Jim Staton, Hokitika. 
 

Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden  

Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

 

Other Events: 
 

15 & 16 March: 

Wellington G Scale Mini  

Convention.  Tawa RSA  
(get in and book the cheap  

air fares now!)  

Operators of Waikato! 

Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  

Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 2nd December: 

1pm at Lee & Christine  

Collett in Carterton.  

Then 3pm at Lloyd Dickens  

in Masterton. 

Then 5pm at Ian & Ann 

Galbraith, Masterton. 

For more train running and 

BBQ.  

 

Thursday 6th December: 

Big Boy’s Club night at 

Macks Track.  note: Not the 

usual Wednesday night. 

 
Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

for more details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson  

39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 

Wellington  5028 

Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

More of Russell’s pics.    See previous page for details  


