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A log train snakes through the S curve at the bottom of the 1 in 25 grade on the Rocky Creek Railway. 
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January Meeting - Rocky Creek Railway 

Twenty five people turned up to the January 
meeting, which was held at Glen & Brenda 
Anthony’s Rocky Creek Railway. 

 
There have been substantial changes to the 
house and railway since the club last visited 

two years ago.  Back in 
2005 there was only a tem-
porary track laid around the 
very large piles of dirt.  
Since that time the plants 
and creepers have grown 
well and now there is 
hardly any dirt to be seen. 
 
The Railway is loosely 
based on the Central Otago 
and West Coast areas of 
New Zealand.  The big steel 
viaduct is an interpretation 
of the Five Mile Creek via-
duct on the old Otago Cen-
tral Branch Line, complete 

with look-a-like stone abutments. The stone 
tunnel mouths are also a feature of this line.  
The overgrown plants are supposed to convey 
the West Coast bush theme.  This theme will 
be expanded when a proposed coalmine and 
loading bins are constructed beside the unfin-

Daniel’s train drifts down-hill past the Wedderburn Station building 

Below: Bill and Dawne arrived with this V200 class Diesel loco, just released from LGB. 

Continued on page 4 
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A Climax and two Heisler’s belonging to Jonathon, Rob and Graeme, cross the Five Mile Creek viaduct.  

This is the heaviest load to cross the viaduct so far.  

Below: The station had a number of different trains pass though.  
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ished bridge on the far side of 
the layout. 
 
Another major item which is 
still uncompleted is the water 
feature.  It has had one test run 
and works satisfactorily, but I 
believe the sound can be fur-
ther enhanced by redesigning 
the second to last pond.  There 
are five ponds, including the 
bath at the bottom, which is 
used as it provides a good wa-
ter tight pond, which can easily 
be emptied by pulling out the 
plug.  I have also built a water 
wheel which will be installed 
part way down. 
 
The maximum grade on the 
line is 4% (1 in 25) on the hill 
nearest the gate, and 3% (1 in 
33) on the other hill.  The grade 
is only used on the straight sec-
tions.  The grade on the curves 
drops to about 1.5% to com-
pensate for increased wheel re-
sistance produced by a curve. 
 
The track is mostly second 
hand LGB and Aristo, with 
some new lengths of NZ rail to 
finish it off. I had built my own 
track using wooden sleepers 
and square section bass rail, but 
this has since been replaced 
thanks to Trev Fergusson.  The 
track is laid on a base of ce-
ment board glued to old fence 
post railings, (because we had 
the fence replaced and they 
were lying around when I was 
looking for wood). 
 
The ballast is mostly crushed 
5mm chip which I got from 
Fulton Hogan in Ensors Road. 
 
Additional photos from the 
day, and regular progress up-
dates can be found on my web-
site: www.trainweb.org/nzgr      

Neil Wiggins train (on it’s first big run) passes a Wallace and Grommet 

car - clock radio that John Lammiman got for Christmas. 

Above: Some of the club members who turned up for the afternoon. 

Below: John Hamilton’s Hartland ‘woody’ makes a run. 
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Earth works on the railway started at the begin-
ning of December 2006.  Prior to this Kevin 
had scratch built 3 different types of bridges 
ready for installation into the line. The view at 
the top left was taken on Christmas Day 2006. 
  
By mid January more rocks had been scav-
enged and the spiral was being pegged out (see 
photo above). The spiral surrounds the burial 
site of the family dog.  It is designed to take 8ft 
diameter track on a gradient of 4%. 
 
By late January the earth works on the first 
section were finished, and we awaited the arri-

val of our order of track.
(see photo middle left). 
  
The track finally arrived 
and the first train was run 
over the first section on 
Sat 3rd Feb. The spiral 
proved a challenge for the 
Porter loco, but when the 
circuit is complete we will 
be able to run it so it goes 
down hill around the spi-
ral.  
 
The line around the rest of 
the back yard has not been 
pegged out yet, but we 
have ideas on what fea-
tures we want to incorpo-
rate.   
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The Somerset & Willard Railway 
By Michelle & Kevin Leigh. 
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Get Well Soon 

Getting Your Priorities Right! 

The club extends its best wishes for a speedy recovery to Roger Alexander and Jim Staton, who 
have both been in hospital for major surgery recently. 

The following is an excerpt from a recent copy 
of ‘Garden Rails’, magazine of the LGB club 
of Australia. 
Modifications to the Mushroom Layout: 
The original track had a reverse small radius 
curve immediately after crossing the draw 
bridge. This often caused smaller wagons to 
derail. Also some passenger coaches with 
hooks on both ends had trouble negotiating the 
“S” bend. 

Improvements included making the original 
main line into the refuge, and the old refuge 
has now become a straight main line.   
Access to the back siding is now a lot easier.  
There was one other modification; I just had to 
chip away a bit of the pier holding up the 
house. 
Now the house is a bit shaky but the trains run 
better. 

First train on the Somerset 
& Willard Railway. 
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Call me a rivet counter if you want, but I 
reckon there is something not quite right about 
seeing ‘runaway’ trains going round the layout.  
You know, the ones without a driver in the 
cab. 
 
There are a range of figures available from 
various suppliers, but in spite of the extensive 
range, it can still be a challenge to find one the 
right scale with arms and legs in the right posi-
tions. And then there is the cost. 
But there is a cheap alternative to get exactly 
what you want – make it yourself. 
 
Recently when I was looking for a quick job I 
could complete in a night (when the TV was 
appallingly bad), I remembered my Big Hus-
tler which didn’t have a driver. So I decided to 
make one. Less than an hour later the situation 
had been rectified and ‘Slim’ the loco driver 
had been manufactured. 
 
I make my figures out of a product called 
Dukit.  It is a type of plastercine which is soft 
and mouldable until you bake it in the oven. 

Then it goes hard and keeps it shape.  It is dis-
tributed by a company in Palmerston North, 
and can be found in the craft section at your 
local Paper Plus, Bunnings, and some branches 
of The Warehouse.  It comes in a wide spec-
trum of colours, including fluorescent ones. 
But most importantly for us, there is also a col-
our is called ‘Flesh’. A small 50g block costs 
just under $4.00 and that is enough to produce 
at least 5 people. 
 
If you have seen the figures that Dennis Hand-
ley was creating (and exporting), you will 
know it can be shaped to show very fine de-
tails.  My figures are about 1000 times rougher 
than his, but still convey a representation, and 
are better than not having people at all.  
 
There is probably a variety of ways you can 
sculpt them.  I start by rolling an oval shape 
which becomes the body. Arms and legs are 
rolled separately and then attached to the main 
body.  I roll a ball for the head and press some 
eye sockets into it. Then I add a nose and at-
tach ears. I haven’t had much success attaching 

Little People 
By Glen Anthony 

Slim the Big Hustler driver. 



Slim started ‘life’ as part of  this block of Dukit.               After shaping.                            After baking and painting. 
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the head to the body before baking, so now I 
bake the head as separate part and attach it 
later. 
 
Once you have the created the desired shape, it 
needs to be baked in the oven to hold its shape. 
I place the objects on an oven tray and lay the 
body on it’s back. If the arms or legs are stick-
ing up, (i.e. a seated person) you need to sup-
port them while they bake.  I put little pieces of 
wood off-cuts under them.  After baking for 
10-15mins at 180 deg your figure is done. Bak-
ing at a higher temp because you are inpatient, 
and then going away and forgetting about it is 
not recommended because you end up with a 
smouldering black mess. 

The next day (or when it is cold) you can paint 
it.  Try to resist the temptation to reposition 
arms and legs after it have been baked, because 
they go brittle and will break off rather than 
move.  I give the head extra support when at-
taching it to the body by drilling a small hole 
in and inserting a short length of wire which 
connects both pieces. 
 
With my new driver ‘Slim’ (named because he 
could have done with a bit more thickness 
around the waist) installed in the Big Hustler, I 
stood back and looked at the result. I thought 
that would look really good with some small 
wagons on behind. So I built some, but that is 
another story for another day. 

Other people made from Dukit; 3 seated people & Fred the Ganger. No matter how cold it is he still wears a tee-shirt! 
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Phillip Cooke’s Trip to Australia 

As many members are aware, I am a member 
of the British Railway Modellers of Australia 
and frequently attend their conventions, which 
move around different cities. 
 
Last year the Convention was in Canberra 5th 
October to 8th October.  By travelling to Syd-
ney a week earlier, than this, I was also able to 
attend the Sydney Model Railway Exhibition. I 
travelled to Sydney on Wednesday 27th Sep-
tember, and spent a couple of days checking 
out various model shops and picking up tourist 
information. I stayed with my good friend 
Harry Howell and on the Friday Alan Porter 
joined us from Perth. 
 
On Sunday 1st October we attended the Sydney 
Model Railway Exhibition, now held at the 
Hurstville Aquatic Leisure Centre. At the show 
there were a total of 77 stands, made up as fol-
lows; 31 layouts, 34 trade stands and 12 non-
profit and information stands.  
 
Layout of the Exhibition was similar to the 
Christchurch Big Model Train Show, with 
most of the traders around the walls and most 
of the layouts in the centre of the hall. Obvi-
ously most of the trade stands were Sydney/
NSW based but there were also retailers and 
manufacturers from around Australia. 
For me the three stand-out layouts were; Oak-
point Crossing by Viv Farrow (G Scale log-
ging), Hope Coast Railway by Kim Marsh 

(1/32 on 16.5mm) and Stringybark Creek by 
Aus7 Modellers Group (7mm finescale using 
DCC).  
 
On the Monday (Australian Labour Day) Alan 
Porter and I spent most of the day at the Aus-
tralian National Maritime Museum at Darling 
Harbour. This museum is highly recommended 
if you have spare time in Sydney. 
On the Wednesday I met up with Graham 
Shimmin from Brisbane and we drove down to 
Canberra, stopping at Mittagong to visit a 
model shop and at Goulburn to visit the rail 
museum in the old locomotive depot. 
 
On Thursday the Convention proper started 
with an all day talk by the well-known English 
Modeller, Norman Solomon. Although the talk 
was very specifically about building P4 turn-
outs, there were many useful hints and tips. 
On the Friday morning Alan Porter and I vis-
ited  the Australian War Memorial Museum, 
although this museum really needs a full day to 
do it justice. 
 
The famous Lancaster, G for George, is now 
the feature of an impressive sound and light 
show, and there is also a sound and light show 
relating to the Japanese miniature submarine 
attack on Sydney Harbour.  There are several 
exhibits of railway interest, including a 2FT 
gauge Hunslet locomotive. 
In the afternoon there was a Convention organ-

Oak Point Crossing G Scale Layout at the Sydney Exhibition 
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ised visit to Cockington Green, which is in the 
NW suburbs of Canberra. Cockington Green 
consists of a large scale model village set 
amongst extensive gardens, along with a G 
Scale track, a  5” Gauge track and a 7 ¼ ride 
on steam railway. As part of the visit we had a 
behind the scenes tour of the workshop were 
the models are made and maintained. 
 
The Convention proper was on Saturday 7th 
October and consisted of a number of talks, in-
cluding several more by Norman Solomon. 
There were also demonstrations, a buy sell ta-
ble and competitions. The Convention dinner 
was held at the same venue in the evening. 
On the Sunday morning a layout tour was held.  
 
We visited Alan Hackett with Northcastle an 
extensive OO LNER  layout set in the 1930's 
John Love 6 track O Gauge with three rail 
English tinplate on three circuits and two rail 
older American O on three other circuits. The 
English tinplate included Hornby, Bassett 

Lowke plus the newer Ace Trains. 
Ted Frost’s Camelot OO Southern Railway 
plus LMS  a small but well detailed layout 
with a complex wharf shunting layout. 
Rob May Garden of Westding O Scale the  cir-
cuit at ground level plus chest high layout on 
the fence line, with operating shelters at each 
end. 
 
Following the layout tours Graham and I drove 
back to Sydney. 
On the Monday I carried out a bit of last min-
ute shopping, including the ARHS bookshop. 
This shop is shortly moving from Redfern to a 
new shop at Central Station Concourse. 
 
I also visited the new Royal Australian Navy 
Museum at Garden Island, on the edge of the 
Naval Base. Because of its position it can only 
be reached by catching the Watson's Bay ferry 
as there is no access through the base. 
As usual if any member is travelling to Syd-
ney, I can supply information on shops etc. 

All Photos this page taken at Cockington Green.  Top Left: Ride on railway.  

Top Right 1:12 scale Intercity 125.  Bottom: G scale LCE and White Pass Trains. 
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Club Information: 
Our aim is to have fun by building and/or running model trains outdoors. The society caters for all scales outdoors, 
but specialises in "G" scale (Gauge 1,  45mm) outdoors and indoors. The club meeting is held on the second to last 
Sunday of most months and consists of a mixture of visits to established garden railways, indoor meetings and exhi-
bitions for display to the public. Membership is $20 per year.  New members are welcome.  For membership or other 
inquiries please contact: 

Chairman: Don Ellis: ph/fax 365-2267 wk  Email: don@computercables.co.nz   

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke: ph 389-6192 hm   Email:  philrail@xtra.co.nz 

or 

ChCh Garden Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

New Zealand 

Newsletter Contributions: 
Contributions of photos and/or articles for the newsletter are welcome: 
Please send to:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz    or    Glen Anthony 

               59 Colombo Street 
                                                                                 Christchurch 8022 

Club Calendar: 
 

February 18th - Ian Barker, 97 Strickland Street, Beckenham. 
March 17 & 18th -  Garden Railway Mini Convention Wellington. 
March 25th -  Glenn Watson, 10 Woods St, Ashburton. 
April 22nd - (date to be confirmed) Ross Fraser.  
May 27th - Bob McCully Memorial Show, Addington School. (Set up day Sat 26th.) 
June 17th  - Graeme Wood. 
 

Model Train Shows 2007: 

Cromwell - March 24 & 25.   Timaru - July 6 & 7.   Christchurch - October 6 & 7                          

Two photos spliced together to give a panoramic view of the Rocky Creek Railway. Taken at the January meeting. 


