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A climax crosses a bridge made from Kwila hardwood on the H & M Garden Railway in Wellington. 
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February Meeting - Walnut Grove Railway 

The February meeting was hosted by Ian Barker at 
his Walnut Grove Railway. 
 
Fifteen members braved the hot Sunday afternoon, 
and were duly rewarded with Pam’s home made 
scones, jam and cream for afternoon tea.   
The G scale railway, which used to be under the 
Walnut tree, has been relocated.  It now occupies 
the old OO scale track-bed which runs under cover 
between the sheds.  
The other collection of railway items still decorates 
the back yard.  There wouldn’t be many other 
houses in New Zealand with their own 2ft gauge 
railway in the backyard! 
 
Items discussed at the meeting: 

 
·         Track purchase.  Don raised the idea that the 
club should spend some of the train show money to 
buy some more track for the portable layout. A de-
cision needs to be made whether to buy straights or 
points.  At the moment we use members track 
(which there is a plentiful supply) to finish the 
yards.  We could buy straights so we don’t 
need to borrow track.  Or we could buy 
points and build some sidings to park and 
display engines on the other side of the turn-
table.  Decision needs to be made at another 
meeting when there is a greater turnout of 
members so everyone gets a say.  A couple 
of members indicated they also wanted to 
buy turnouts and would be interested in 
combining the order and splitting postage 
costs. 
 
·         Portable layout module upgrade. Don 
mentioned that he wanted to hold some work 
sessions to start upgrading some of the mod-

ules.  The grass matting is to be removed and better 
scenery put down. Four corner modules (half cir-
cle) to be done in time for the show in May. Dis-
cussion ensued about what could be used to make 
grass and the costs. 
 
·         Addington School Show. Don presented the 
proposed plan for the Addington School hall for 
our May Show. Its a tight fit to get in Karl’s layout 
and the portable layout in the main floor space.  
Rob and Graeme Wood layouts will fit on the 
stage. Setup day is Saturday. Public day is Sunday 
27th May. 
 
·         Garden Railways Tour of NZ. Glen has or-
ganised for the following layouts to be available for 
viewing. Friday 12 Oct; Jim Staton (Hokitika).  
Saturday 13 Oct; Karl, Roger, Trevor, Rob W, 
Glen.  These have been included in the official itin-
erary published on the internet; http://www.
travelingtogether.net/GardenRailroad.cfm .  It was 
suggested that it would be good to have a com-
bined dinner with the tour group on one nights they 

are in ChCh.  Since the meeting Glen has 
followed this up with the tour organiser and 
this is a possibility. It will be arranged 
closer to the time. 
 
·         Dunedin Show.  The club received an 
invitation for Trevor Buchanan’s Train 
Show in Dunedin in May.  It was under-
stood that Rob Wilson was planning to take 
his G scale layout, so he can make arrange-
ments directly. 
 

·         Timaru Show. Invitation also re-
ceived for Timaru Show in July.  We will 
respond that we would like to take part of 
the portable layout. 

The Walnut Grove indoor railway The Walnut Grove outdoor railway 

End of the line 
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Portable Railway Workday 

Sunday 1st April  1pm – 430pm.   
Don’s Work: 
Computer & Data Cabling Services. 
118 Wordsworth Street. 
Sydenham ph3656555 
 

List Of Work Required 

Sand & paint, tidy up existing base board ends. 
Change flow thru scenery in grass areas from 
matting to Flock  
Ballast new yard modules to meet 6m standard.  
 

List of tools to bring 

Sander 
Sand paper 
Paint brush 
Paint roller 
Paint tray 

SOME BAD NEWS: Your subscription will 
expire on March 31. 

Some Good news: You can fill in the attached 
renewal form and renew it today. 

Some even better news: The renewal price is 
the same as last year, only $20.   

You will see it is good value, so please pay 
promptly and let Phillip and I get back to our 
railways instead of chasing your over due subs. 
Thanks. 

Congratulations to Karl Arnesen who has been 
appointed as the new chairman of the Big 
Model Train Show. 
Rob Wilson doesn’t get to escape just yet, he 
stays on as immediate past chairman. 

Congratulations 

More News Wanted 

Subs Now Due 

CGRS PORTABLE LAYOUT UPGRADE 2007  

comp                                                                                     date year             est cost  
sand, paint and tidy up existing base boards                         mar 2007             $   70.00  
make more specific flow thru scenery                                  mar 2007             $ 120.00  
increase yard lengths to meet 6m standard exc track            mar 2007             $   25.00  
purchase more club track 2 boxes of 2'                                 mar 2007             $ 480.00  
specific buildings to fit new scenery                                    may 2007            $   55.00  
install signalling system                                                        may 2007            $   55.00  
complete club turntable                                                         may 2007            $   50.00  
add engine facility behind turntables                                    aug 2007             $   80.00  
link section to other layouts                                                  aug 2007             $   50.00  
                                                                                                         2007 total $ 985.00  
 

CGRS PORTABLE LAYOUT UPGRADE 2008  

comp                                                                                     date year             est cost  
purchase more club points                                                    feb 2008              $ 400.00  
add passing loops to centre of mainlines                              aug 2008             $ 700.00  
drop down bridge section for centre access                          dec 2008             $   50.00  
add longer mainline running for point to point running       aug 2008             $ 300.00  
continuation of mainline for continuous circle                     jun 2008              $ 600.00  
gauntlet bridge sections                                                        jun 2008              private Fred  
design ezi made/transportable single line extended run sections for continuous running 

USA Trains NW-2 "cow unit"  
Road name: Rio Grande  
$375.00 obo  
contact: Jonathan Grueber  027 693 4125   or 
jonathang@xtra.co.nz  

For Sale 
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A Lehmann Guards Van Conversion 
By Phillip Cooke. 

Some time ago I purchased from Trevor Fergu-
son  a Lehmann Grey guards van and a Garden 
Railway Specialists conversion kit G1015 for 
the same. 
 
The kit consists of; 
• A Vacform sheet containing the duckets 

(side lookouts)and optional doors. 
• A  large piece of plastic scribed for planking 

on both sides. 
• Various thickness's of plastic strip and 

sheet. 
• Two plastic angle brackets. 
• A fret of etched brass lamp irons. 
• Handrail wire. 
• Plastic moulded steps, roof ventilator, roof 

lamp. 
 
After separating the body from the underframe 
and unclipping the roof, the body was ready to 
be dismantled. The next job was to remove 
part of the widow frame to allow the duckets to 
fit. At this time holes were drilled in the end 
for the steps, handrail and lamp iron. I also de-
cided to cut a hole for a window at this end, 
which was edged with plastic strip. 
 

After cutting the 
duckets out 
from the sheet 
and glazing the 
windows in, 
they were fixed 
to the body 
along with the 
steps and the 
rear lamp iron. 
All the lamp 
irons had bolt 
holes in their 
brackets, and I 
found some 
plastic bolts in 
my spares box 
which were per-
fect for the job. 
 
The planked 

sheet was now cut for the verandah end. Al-
though a template was supplied for this it was 
in fact too short. This was then edged with 
plastic strip, but as the supplied material was 
very roughly cut, I used  some Evergreen 
strip I had in stock. The remaining lamp irons 
were fitted at this stage and holes drilled for 
additional handrails. 
 
The verandah end is cleverly fitted by slotting 
into the underframe where the handrails had 
been.  The plastic angle brackets slot into 
where the roof support brackets had been. I 
also fixed a plastic strip under the roof end to 
wedge the verandah end in. The lamp top and 
ventilator were then fixed to the roof. 
 
Once assembly was complete the body work 
was painted VHT primer grey. The under-
frame was painted VHT matt black and the 
roof a darker primer grey. The handrails and 
lamp irons were brush painted in Humbrol 
white. 
 
Although described as a kit, this is more a 
collection of aids to conversion, but the end 
result with a bit of care is quite satisfactory. 

 



Comparison between an original LGB van (left), and the converted van (right).  
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In January my employer sent me to Wellington for 
two weeks to visit some garden railways, err…. I 
mean do some work. 
 

Unlike other trips away, this one had some predict-
able working hours, which left me with some free 
time in the evening to arrange a couple of garden 
railway visits. 
 

I made contact with a couple of people from the 
Wellington Garden Railway group, who were most 
obliging and happy for me to come and invade 
what would have otherwise been a pleasant eve-
ning with their family. 
 

I was fortunate that the hotel I was staying at was 
within walking distance of the Wellington Railway 

station, so I was able to use the 
great commuter train system to 
get around. 
  

The first visit was up the Hutt 
Valley line to Gavin Sowry’s 
Millennium Railway. As the name 
suggests, the initial loop was con-
structed in 2000.  A long exten-
sion to the train shed was added 
in 2005, to save the need for car-
rying out the trains.  There are 
plans to extend it further around 
the garden some day.  
 

Prior to my trip I had been con-
tacted by Paul Napier who had 
constructed a 1:24scale jigger 
shed, and was enquiring about 
building a working jigger.  I took 
up two of my jiggers to show him 
(the working one and one of the 
more correct scale ones). As Paul 
does not yet have any 45mm rail-
way, Gavin Sowry agreed to let 
us use his railway.  
 

Paul turned up with his very nice, 
precisely scaled jigger shed 
(complete with opening doors and 
full internal frame work). Gavin 
soon made a jigger put-off track 
and the shed really looked the 
part with one of my jiggers 
parked in front.  Unfortunately 
the demo of my working jigger 
didn’t go well.  It disgraced itself 
and didn’t do much, other than 
blow a fuse on Gavin’s controller, 

A Visit To Wellington 
By Glen Anthony 

 

Gavin Sowry’s Millennium Railway 
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and was rapidly banished back into the box! 
 

We then watched some of Gavin’s trains go around 
the outdoor railway before heading off to Paul’s 
house for a visit.  Both Paul and Gavin also model 
in Gn15, which is 1/24th scale models on Ho scale 
track, (representing 15inch gauge).  Paul has an ex-
hibition railway of the Mt Albert tramway.  His lat-
est work is a model of the Watercare services tram-
way in the Waitakere Ranges, with everything ex-
pertly created to scale after careful research. 
 

I was informed that there was a ‘Big Boys Club’ 
night meeting at Mack’s Tracks the following 
night, and I was welcome to attend.  So the next 
evening I found myself back at the Railway Station 
buying a ticket for the Johnsonville line. I had a 
great night, with shop owner 
Gerald Sheldon providing 
refreshments and a track on 
the shop floor to run stock. 
 

On Thursday evening I was 
in another ‘unit’.  This time 
I headed a short distance up 
the Paraparaumu line to visit 
John Robinson, chairman of 
the Wellington group. He is 
also the maintenance guy for 
the H&M Garden Railway.  
I was lucky that when I vis-
ited, the owners of the rail-
way, his daughters Hannah 
& Michelle had gone to bed 
for the night. So I got see 
some of John’s trains run on 
the line. The railway is laid 
out on the top of a retaining 
wall, which allows you to 
stand on the lower level and 
view the trains at eye level, 
or climb the stairs and walk 
along the path that crosses 
the line. 
 

The railway is a folded fig-
ure eight shape. The curves 
were surveyed out just like 
the real ones with gradual 
transition lead-ins and CTP 
points giving illusion of 
wide sweeping curves.  
John explained that it is a 
logging railway with a saw-
mill and log loading area 
planned for the future.   
 

John has made an out-

 

Ian & Ann Galbraith’s Railway  
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standing job of building 
an NZR A class loco on 
the chassis of a Bach-
mann ‘Porter’ loco. This 
has been finished in the 
style of an old loco, 
which has been sold off to 
a private logging com-
pany, to fit in with the 
logging theme of the rail-
way.  John was kind 
enough to let me use 
some of his tools to con-
duct a motor transplant 
into my jigger (I found a 
replacement motor at 
Dick Smith). It then com-
pleted a circuit of the rail-
way before it got totally 
dark and we retreated in-
side to escape the mosqui-

toes. 
 

Brenda flew up to join me for the weekend.  We 
hired a rental car and set off over the Rimutakas to 
the Wairarapa. After a stop at the Fell Engine mu-
seum in Featherston we visited some wineries and 
had lunch Martinborough.  
 

Then we carried on up through Carterton and made 
a chance visit to club members Lee and Christine 
Collett, who just happened to be home.  I am not 
sure what we disturbed them from doing, but they 
were most happy to see us, and the trains were 
dragged out of boxes and put on the railway for a 
run. (see January 2007 Garden Whistle for more 
photos of their Rosebrook Railway). 
 

Finally we carried on out 
t o  Ian  and  Ann 
Galbraith’s place, a short 
distance out from Master-
ton.  Ian had been good 
enough us invite us for a 
BBQ when I meet him 
earlier in the week. 
Wayne Haste and Russell 
Posstlewaite were also 
there.  Ian’s railway 
started out with a loop 
around a pond. Since then 
it has been extended a 
couple of times.  The 
stream that runs down the 
middle of one section 
gives it a nice sound as 
the water cascades 
through a series of ponds 

 

 

The H &M Garden Railway  



(then is pumped back to 
the start again). The rail-
way then runs around the 
garden beyond (see the 
photos on page 7), and 
there are junction points 
already installed for the 
next potential extension. 
Because they live out on a 
life style block, land is not 
a problem, and so the ex-
tensions are only con-
strained by ability to weed 
gardens, (as Ann reminded 
us).  Ian also has photos 
on his website: 
http://www.geocities.com/
icgalbraith/Garden.html 
After an enjoyable eve-
ning we headed back to 
Wellington, luckily missing the crash the closed the 
road for 10 hours the next day. 
 

The next day we visited TePapa.  I was very 
pleased to see a large display case full of NZR 1:24 
locos and wagons from the Frank Roberts collec-
tion. This was in the “eyelights” section on level 4.  
A massive improvement on the single engine on 
display when we last visited in 2003. 
 

On Wednesday I made my last garden railway 
visit. This was to Brian and Fiona Russell’s Linden 
Railway. The drizzle cut short the running, but this 
was more than made up for by seeing the fantastic 
building Fiona has under construction.  
 

Brian has built the railway (which is fully equipped 
with an LGB MTS system) and Fiona scratch builds 
the bridges and buildings. 
Her current work is the 
old NZR Kaiwharawhara 
Station building, com-
plete with internal details. 
She is hoping to have it 
completed by the mini 
convention in March and 
keeps the plan pinned up 
in the kitchen as motiva-
tion. Once completed, it is 
sure to be a real eye-
opener. 
 

I had a great time away, 
and would like to thank 
all those who allowed me 
to visit their home and 
railways, and for their 
generous hospitality. 
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Rosebrook Garden Railway  

The Linden Railway  
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Club Information: 
Our aim is to have fun by building and/or running model trains outdoors. The society caters for all scales outdoors, 
but specialises in "G" scale (Gauge 1,  45mm) outdoors and indoors. The club meeting is held on the second to last 
Sunday of most months and consists of a mixture of visits to established garden railways, indoor meetings and exhi-
bitions for display to the public. Membership is $20 per year.  New members are welcome.  For membership or other 
inquiries please contact: 

Chairman: Don Ellis: ph/fax 365-2267 wk  Email: don@computercables.co.nz   

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke: ph 389-6192 hm   Email:  philrail@xtra.co.nz 

or 

ChCh Garden Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

New Zealand 

Newsletter Contributions: 
Contributions of photos and/or articles for the newsletter are welcome: 
Please send to:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz    or    Glen Anthony 

               59 Colombo Street 
                                                                                 Christchurch 8022 

Club Calendar: 
 

March 25th -  Glenn Watson, 10 Woods St, Ashburton (see map below). 
I will have the barbeque out if anyone wishes to come early.  
Track on lawn with large radius curves - bring your long trains. 
If wet I will have track round the inside of the garage with R1 curves. 

April 1st - Portable Railway Workday. Don’s work. See page 3 
April 22nd - Ross Fraser.   
May 27th - Bob McCully Memorial Show, Addington School. (Set up day Sat 26th.) 
June 17th  - Graeme Wood. 
 

Model Train Shows 2007: Timaru - July 6 & 7.   Christchurch - October 6 & 7                             

 

Glenn Watson 

10 Woods St 

Ashburton 

From Christchurch 

Directions: 
Coming from Christchurch; 
Turn Right into Racecourse Road, 
(just past racecourse). 
Take 3rd left into Creek Road. 
Take 2nd right into Woods Street. 


