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Jonathon Grueber’s new Bachmann three truck Shay with a train on Ross Fraser’s railway. 
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April Club Meeting 
Photos by Roger Alexander 

The April meeting was hosted by Ross and 
Gloria Fraser at Kaiapoi. 
 
The railway provided a good long run in a nice 
setting around established trees and gardens.  
Many buildings (ex Keith Brown, Dunedin) 
completed the layout.  He certainly made a 
nice job of building them, especially the roof 
tiles. 
 
There was a good turnout of members and a 
number of trains were brought along to run.  
Jonathan had a big smile on his face as his long 
awaited Bachmann three truck shay had finally 
arrived.  He ordered it from a local shop about 
5 months ago and its delivery became a bit of a 
saga, but it finally arrived the day before the 
meeting. 
 
Unfortunately I could only stay a short time 
due to family commitments.  During that time 

the track powered engines were 
confined to the yard while the 
maintenance team were trying to 
finish wiring the DCC.  I thought 
wiring for DCC was suppose to be 
simple; connect two wires and you 
are running, but apparently not so.  
Because of the length of track, the 
main line had to be split in to block 
sections and DCC boosters put in.   
 
While all this was happening 
Dean’s battery powered Railcar had 
a complete monopoly on the main 
line and managed to identify all the 
twigs and other obstructions. On 

one of its runs through the yard it ploughed 
head on into the new 3 truck Shay.  Luckily 
there was no damage to either item. 

 
After I left the DCC wiring finally got com-
pleted, but then a booster failed and it had to 
be re wired for the analogue system again. 

 

 

Neil’s train passes through the yard 

Dean and Ross working on the wiring 
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I left home at 6:30am for the drive down to 
Cromwell on Friday 23rd March. I was going to 
drive down the coast and go up the Waitaki 
River valley, but the day looked so good so I 
went through to Tekapo. I wasn’t disappointed 
with my choice as I got some lovely vies of the 
mountains in the Mackenzie Country. 
 
I arrived at the hall just before 1pm.  The side 
door being open was the only hint there was to 
be a show that weekend.  Malcolm Cotter, who 
organises the show there and helped me 
unload.  With the help of others who arrived as 
the afternoon progressed, we had all the tables 
set up with just the wiring to complete in time 
to enjoy the delights and views from the Crom-
well Town and Country Club next door.  I 
stayed at the High School hostel for the week-
end. 
 
The weather over the weekend was excellent, 
if anything a little too hot compared to the last 
visit two years earlier.  There were good steady 
crowds over the two days with over 600 people 

visiting the show, which pleased the organis-
ers. 
 
“Jessie Falls” performed without a hitch at the 
show, the only complaint was a tongue in 
check comment from Mike of Britania Models 
who wanted to know if I was going to give the 
band a break at any time during the day.  I re-
plied they had the night off, and they had to be 
happy with that. 
I had to be back in Christchurch for work on 
the Monday, so much for retired life!  With 
nearly everyone’s help it was all packed up by 
6pm, and I was home in bed by 11:30. 
It is a long way to go for the weekend, but the 
lovely weather and splendid scenery made the 
trip well worthwhile.  The most pleasing aspect 
for me was that I have never been to a show 
before where so many of the public thanked 
me for making the trip down and comple-
mented me on the presentation of the layout.  
Southern hospitality and manners are alive and 
well. 

Cromwell Train Show Report 
By Karl Arnesen 

Hopefully Ross will invite us back again when 
he has got it all running properly so we can 
have a better look at the system. 
 
Thanks to Roger Alexander for providing the 
photos. 

Above:  Roger’s engine beside a house made from a 
block of Oamaru Stone. 
Top Right: Waiting for the train. 
Bottom Right: Phillip’s train. 



Announcing the 

Model Train Show 

Sunday  27th  May 

One day only... 

Addington School 

10am  -  4pm 

Adult  $2     Child  $1    Family  $5 

Bob McCully Memorial 



The Garden Whistle - May 2007 

Page 5 

The club workdays on the portable railway 
continue. 
 
The presentation of the layout is continually 
being improved ready for the forthcoming 
shows this year.   
 
Two new yard modules have been made, 
which means longer trains can now be run. An-
drew cut and fitted extra strips of wood to two 
old doors to bring them out to our standard 
module width.  They have been ballasted to 
Karl’s standards, and after Don, Rob and An-
drew scratched their heads and debated some 
complex math formulae, the measurements for 
the length of track required were finally de-
cided.  The track has now been cut and 
screwed. 
 
The edges of all the modules are having a strip 
of “Scenic Grass” vinyl matting fixed down 
each side.  The grass on this is factory glued, 
and hopefully more resistant to the rubbing of 
little fingers at train shows.   
The remaining area is having Brain Roulston’s 
flocking applied which is then soaked with a 
coat of watered down glue.   
Tony has made some of his excellent tussock 
grasses which will also be attached and give 
the layout a much more ‘finished’ look. 

Club News 

This months ‘meeting’ is the Bob McCully 
show at Addington School.  It is the first time 
we have displayed at this school. 
   
Please meet at Don’s work at 9am on Saturday 
morning to help load some of modules onto 
Phillip’s truck.  There is only room in the hall 
to display a few of them. Greame Wood will 
open the hall about 10am for us. We also have 
Karl, Rob and Graeme’s layouts to help set up. 
 
The show is open to the public on Sunday 
10am-4pm. There is a poster on the previous 
page which you can print / photocopy. 

Thanks to the majority of you who have paid 
your subs.  If you get a reminder with this 
newsletter it means we are still waiting for 
your payment. 
Please send it in as soon as possible Thanks..  

Subs 

Timaru Show 

The club is planning to take some of the modu-
lar layout to exhibit at the Timaru Model Train 
Show.  The show runs bi-annually, and is on 
July 6 & 7 is year. 
 
Rob Wilson has kindly offered to lend us his 
trailer to transport the layout down there. 

May Meeting 

Roger painting on glue ready for ballast to be applied at 
one of the recent work sessions at Don’s work. 

Welcome 

Welcome to new member Phil Pohio from 
Kaiapoi who joined at last months meeting. 

Unfortunately the organisers have decided to 
cancel this tour due to insufficient bookings. 
This is a big disappointment. 
Thank you to those who had offered to make 
your layout available. 

Garden Railways tour of OZ & NZ 
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Quick and easy coal tubs 
By Glen Anthony 

My Big Hustler needed some small wagons to 
pull, and I wanted to experiment with a tool to 
simulate rivet heads.  So I decided to build 
some small coal tubs.  The wagons turned out 
to be quite easy to build so I thought I would 
share my design.  Although it is for G scale, 
you can scale it up or down quite easily. 
 
The design was inspired by the small two foot 
gauge coal tubs, which once frequented coal 
mines on the West Coast. I had a blurry photo 
of two of them sitting on the platform at 

Runanga Sta-
t ion ,  t aken 
when the club 
visited Jim Sta-
ton last year. 
This was the 
only reference 
used, so they 
are very much a 
free-lance ver-
sion, and not a 
scale replica! 
 
The first thing 
needed was an 
easy way to 
produce the 
rounded bottom. 
I found a short 
length of 50mm 
diameter plastic 
drain pipe used 

in house plumbing was about the right size. 
You can buy this in 1 metre lengths from Mi-
tre10.  You can also get it 40mm and 32mm 
diameters.  Electrical conduit the goes from 
20mm down, so you can easily scale this down 
for On30 or even HO scale. 
 
I cut the pipe down the middle to create a half 
circle. This was then cut into sections long 
enough for each wagon. A short piece of 
1.5mm thick styrene was glued on top to 
lengthen the sides and create the U shape. Two 

ends where then cut and glued on.  
Now I had the basic shape of the coal 
tub. 
 
Because I wanted to test riveting, I 
cut a thin 0.5mm sheet of styrene to 
become a veneer over the wagon.  I 
then punched the rivets shapes into 
this sheet. You could omit this step if 
you are looking for an easier version 
to build. The thin veneer with the 
rivet heads was then glued on to the 
outside of the wagon. I also ran a thin 
strip of Evergreen styrene around the 
top of the tub to add a bit more detail. 

 

 

Coal train passes 2 old coal tubs in the liquid sun-shine at Runanga  

Slim takes four of the finished coal tubs for test run on the Rocky Creek Railway  



Cutting the pipe using a mitre box 

The parts cut out 

Partly assembled 

The finished tub 
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Again this step could be omitted if necessary. 
 
The chassis was made from pieces of strip-
wood.  Sorry I don’t know what type of wood 
it is, I just buy what-ever is the right size. 
There are two bigger pieces for the main 
beams which run longitudinally down the 
wagon.  Two thinner pieces are placed at each 
end as the cross bracing to hold the whole 
thing together.  I glued the wood with PVA 
glue and put in some pins to hold it while the 
glue dried.  The wood had been dipped in a di-
luted mixture of 1 part black paint to 4 parts 
mineral turps to create a weathered effect.  
This was another process I had never tried be-
fore.  If I was doing it again, I would use less 
paint as this was too strong. 
I used some small wheels which I originally 
had cast for my intended jigger project. You 
could just as easily use standard G scale 
wheels, or even the small curved spoke wheels 
by Tenmille, which would create a really au-
thentic result. 
 
The axles were slid through some small brass 
tube which was glued under the wagon frame.  
Getting these little wheels to run true took 
much long than anticipated, and ended up tak-
ing twice as long as the rest of the wagon.  
Hooks at each end were made from some bent 
wire. I looked for a better hook, but couldn’t 
find any. 
 
I painted the top part with a can of grey spray 
paint.  To weather it (which I am not very good 
at), I used a black spay can from a distance, so 
I just got some small black dots (coal dust?).  
Then I hand painted some rust colour on with a 
small brush. Finally I put a wash of very 
thinned down water based black over the 
whole thing to dull it down.   
 
After painting, a false bottom was glued in just 
below the top of the wagon (so I didn’t have to 
fill the whole thing up with coal). 
Some lumps of genuine West Coast coal were 
smashed up and glued in. 
 
They turned out to be an easy build (apart from 
trying to build my own wheels), so I made 6 of 
them. The design and the basic construction 
principles could also be used for other scales.  



John Rappard’s FA class 
loco on Bob McCully’s  
track. This photo was 
taken at the Jan 1995 
club meeting at Bob 
McCully’s railway at 
Oxford. It shows Bob’s 
Aluminium Rail in the 
cast plastic chairs on 
wooden sleepers. 
 

The loco has been build 
on an LGB chassis and is 
radio controlled with 
batteries fitted in the side 
tanks. 
 

This image is scanned 
from a photo taken by 
Don Weston. 
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Home Made Track 

Sometimes it is good to revisit the past so we 
don’t end up ‘re-inventing the wheel’ so the 
saying goes. 
 
At the recent G scale min convention in Wel-
lington a small piece of Aluminium track on 
wooden sleepers turned up.  It was a sample of 
track which was for sale in Auckland, and 
someone in Wellington had expressed an inter-
est in purchasing it. 
 
There was a query about the origin of the track 
and especially as the plastic chair mouldings 
(used to hold the rail to the sleepers) were not 
commercially available. 
 
I remembered that Graeme Wood had told me 
about some similar track which had recently 
appeared for sale at the Train Man shop in 
Christchurch. I surmised that the stuff at the 
Train Man had come from Bob McCully’s lay-
out because Graeme mentioned about chairs, 
aluminium track and hand built points.  Al-
though I had never met Bob McCully or seen 
his railway the description seemed to match 
how other people had described it. 
 
Anyway, although we could not pinpoint 
where the track in Auckland might have come 
from, someone else expected an interest in get-
ting the some chairs so they could built their 

own track. 
Don Ellis did some investigation and the chairs 
were made by Don Weston. 
 
Don Weston writes: 
I made up the die and loaned Bob McCully  my 

homebuilt injection moulder and he pumped 

out the chairs for his aluminium track out at 

Oxford. From memory he made about 6000 or 

so chairs over a period of some months. I re-

trieved the injection moulder and the die when 

he thought he had all he wanted.  

 

After that I loaned my moulder to Alan Wilmott 

here in Dunedin to do the same for his brass 

track. I think he made up about 250 ft same 

way. As luck would have it I think the same die 

worked OK for his brass section track, al-

though quite possible I modified it to match his 

brass rail section slightly. 

 

 One thing I will pass on and that is that alu-

minium track 'electrified' like Bob had was 

never that successful. Rapid oxidation being 

the problem leading to poor pickup etc. With-

out cleaning running was poor at best and with 

a good clean 2 hrs of reasonable running was 

about best one could expect. Toward dusk with 

moisture in the air electrical pickup deterio-

rated very rapidly. 
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More Pictures from the G Scale Mini Convention 
By Don Ellis 

Aster Live Steam Shay MTH Challenger 

Michael Hilliar’s 7/8th Hunslet Colin Burliegh’s Museum 

Wayne Haste’s modified LGB wagons Another of Wayne’s wagons. 

Wayne Haste’s layout  Early LGB starter set  
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Club Information: 
Our aim is to have fun by building and/or running model trains outdoors. The society caters for all scales outdoors, 
but specialises in "G" scale (Gauge 1,  45mm) outdoors and indoors. The club meeting is held on the second to last 
Sunday of most months and consists of a mixture of visits to established garden railways, indoor meetings and exhi-
bitions for display to the public. Membership is $20 per year.  New members are welcome.  For membership or other 
inquiries please contact: 

Chairman: Don Ellis: ph/fax 365-2267 wk  Email: don@computercables.co.nz   

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke: ph 389-6192 hm   Email:  philrail@xtra.co.nz 

or 

ChCh Garden Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

New Zealand 

Newsletter Contributions: 
Contributions of photos and/or articles for the newsletter are welcome: 
Please send to:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz    or    Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street,  Christchurch 8022 

Club Calendar: 
 

May 6th  - Workday at Dons work. 1pm. 
May 26th - (Saturday) set up day for show.  9am Don’s work. 10am at the school. 
May 27th - Bob McCully Memorial Show, Addington School.  
June 17th  - AGM  - Phillip Cooke. 
July  6 & 7th  - Timaru Model Train Show. 
July 22nd - meeting - offers? 
 

Other Dates:  

Timaru Model Train Show - July 6 & 7.   
Christchurch Big Model Train Show - October 6 & 7.  
Wellington G Scale Mini Convention 15 & 16th March 2008.                  

Dean’s Railcar speeds past a nice flower garden on Ross Fraser’s railway at the April meeting. 


