
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

November 2007 

The ground covers have done a great job in this scene from Grant and Donna Alexander’s  “Squirrel 

 Valley Railway” in Cambridge.  The Mogul is ex Warren Stirling.             Photo by  Michael Hilliar. 



ished, there was supposed to 

have been an American gar-

den railway tour in October, 

but that was cancelled tak-

ing the pressure off. I did 

manage to get the brick laid 

patio done over the last 

summer.  Most of the dug 

out dirt went onto the raised 

garden and I finally then got 

the sleeper retaining walls 

bolted in.  The shed also fi-

nally got the last boards and 

battens fitted. You know 

these things cannot be 

rushed!  

 

On Sunday morning it was 

looking to be a great day. 

Henrik came to give a hand 

to set up and run his train.  Sadly for Henrik he 

was booked on to drive the real trains later in 

the afternoon. It was pleasant just to sit in the 

sun enjoying a cupa watching the trains run by.   

By the time the first visitors arrived a very 

light drizzle was beginning to set in and slowly 

worsened as the day progressed.  

Oh dear, it was going to be another shed meet-

ing, but at least it wasn’t as cold as some of the 

other meetings. 

 

There was a very good turn 

out of members, but the long 

distant award must go to 

Gordon and Ann Bland who 

are visiting New Zealand 

from Yorkshire in England. 

Gordon on arriving asked 

where does he sign the visi-

tors book, apparently in 

England you must keep a 

visitors book for insurance 

purposes. Apparently a lot 

of common market rules are 

buggering things up.  

 

There was a fair amount of 

different trains brought 
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Auckland News 
By Michael Hilliar 

Michael and Liz Hilliar Meeting  

 

For this years meeting I had intended to be fur-

ther advanced with the river formation and 

landscaping. Henrik Dorbeck had given me a 

number of trees, some of which had trans-

planted successfully, but one is giving the im-

pression of autumn.   

Sometimes you need a push to get things fin-

 

You could easily think this backyard scene was somewhere in the bush 

 

Henrik Dorbeck's Austrian OBB diesel hauls a mixed train off the viaduct 



Dennis Lindsay’s new San-Juan passenger train got its first public, and is seen here crossing the big viaduct 

The Garden Whistle - November 2007 

Page 3 

along to be given a run. Dennis Lindsay 

showed off the D&RGW San-Juan passenger 

train set he has been building for the first time. 

This has been built from extended LGB 

American passenger and baggage cars.  Basi-

cally each car has been built from one and a 

half cars. Dennis only finished the parlor car 

the night before.  This car, which was for ten 

first class passengers, contains a kitchen and a 

dinning area. Dennis couldn’t find the right 

size table and chairs so he even built those. 

The rear end of the carriage contains ten swivel 

seats where the passengers can look out the 

rear windows as they slowly cruise through the 

Colorado landscape. Sadly this car derailed 

just before the trestle and fell off it onto the 

rocks below causing some repainting needed to 

the roof.  

 

With the dampness it didn’t take too much to 

encourage us inside for afternoon tea where 

discussions continued.  

 

Anyway late afternoon they all left and with 

the rain increasing it was time to put it all 

away.  A total opposite to the morning when 

we set it up for the day.  Maybe next year I 

will get my fine weather meeting. Discussions go on under the umbrella 

Michael’s train passes the new project - the river gorge 



to grace our track. 

 

The first guests were lo-

cals and they arrived be-

fore 11 and helped with 

the set up, This was most 

appreciated as I had held 

off putting out a lot of 

the detail items as there 

had been a couple of 

squalls go through ear-

lier in the day with quite 

disastrous results. Some 

small limbs down from 

some of the older trees 

and a few buildings dis-

turbed (displaced!). 

 

During the day Donna 

kept us fed and watered 

with all the many wel-

come contributions from guests, and of course 

bits and pieces from our own pantry and 

freezer. The "tea" breaks were a most welcome 

opportunity to escape from the continuous 

wind, and with so many of us in the porch area 

we managed to keep quite warm as well.  

 

It was tremendous to see Andrew’s Bachman 

Heisler running with it’s log trains as I had not 

seen one of these loco’s in the flesh before. 

And to see Stefan’s RCS 

controlled RDC silver 

flyer was a treat too. Be-

ing a radio controlled 

battery powered loco it 

ran independent of the 

other trains which added 

a whole new concept to 

the layout. In fact I have 

a number of radio con-

trolled loco’s that carry 

their own power supplies 

and this always makes 

for a lot of fun with the 

very real possibility of 

corn field meets. There 

were other visitors with 

Squirrel Valley Railway Get-Together 

14th October 2007. 

They came, it rained, they left!! What a day!! 

 

Thank you to all those brave souls from the 

Auckland G Scale Group who braved the ele-

ments and made the day at Squirrel Valley 

Railway a success for all of us. We had visitors 

from Auckland, the Bay of Plenty, and even 

from Hamilton, and a lot of folk brought trains 
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Hamilton News 
By Grant Alexander. Photos by Michael Hilliar 

 

Grant’s Mogul at the head of a freight crossing the large arch bridge 

 

John Stephenson's Austrian Zillertal 0-6-2 passing the signal 
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their own trains too including a very nice 

scratchbuilt NZGR style train and again, nice 

to see visiting equipment polishing my rails.  

 

Towards the end of the day I finally remem-

bered to dig out the Arnotts Biscuit tin, and 

this raised a few eyebrows, but as the battery 

was not fully charged it got pulled off the track 

after about a quarter of a lap. Yes, it IS a bit 

slow!! Lastly, I set the 2" scale Da up on the 

ride-on line with three passenger cars and a lit-

tle caboose, and young Angus soon took over 

the driving chores for me and was last seen 

with a smile fit to split his face in two! Thanks 

for the help Angus. 

 

Great to greet and meet new folk, and thanks 

again all for making your way to Cambridge 

on what was not the best of days by far. See 

you all again next year. 

The Hungry Creek Station (ex Warren Sterling), with snow flakes falling (actually petals from a flowering Cherry)   

Angus at the controls of Grant's 71/2 inch gauge DA. A Station built by Joe Dempsey a few years ago 

The Arnott’s Biscuit tin on a run 



 Rob Wilson’s new loco 
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Our October meet was at the annual Christ-

church Big Model Train Show. 

 

This year the club concentrated its effort on the 

portable layout. This is our point to point rail-

way with a turntable at each end.  Operating it 

takes 6 people at a time, but it is a much better 

height to work on than bending down to the 

floor, and much more fun to operate. The only 

floor track this year was a short shuttle line for 

Dean’s railcar.  With a balloon loop at one end 

and an automatic turntable at the other, that 

line took care of itself all weekend. 

 

As Karl had taken the job of the Floor Man-

ager for the train show, he did not have time to 

operate his own Jessie Falls layout this year.  

So he built two transition modules so the main 

station section could be incorporated into the 

clubs layout, as both layouts are the same 

height off the floor. 

 

This gave a much longer run between the 

yards, and the extra yard modules allowed for 

longer trains to be run. The layout folded back 

on itself, so I couldn’t get an overall picture of 

the whole thing.  

Andrew had constructed a new turntable for 

the other yard.  

Graeme Wood brought along some trees and 

buildings off his layout for extra decoration at 

various points. 

Christchurch News 
By Glen Anthony.  Photos by Michelle and Kevin Leigh 

Heading across Karl’s viaduct 

A train arrives at Graeme Wood’s new station 

Another yard full of trains, as one has just arrived (on the right), and the next one is just starting to depart.    
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Trains pass on their journey from yard to yard  

I had my own 

Gn15 layout to 

look after this year, 

so I can’t give a 

first hand account 

of how it all ran, 

but from what I 

saw, things seemed 

to run pretty well.  

 

Rob Wilson had 

his new “Fairlie 

Branch” layout on 

display for the first 

time.  It is a 1:16 

scale NZR (Gauge 

3) layout featuring 

the models of Har-

old Joynt (more 

details on that in next months Garden Whistle). 

 

One of the guest layouts this year was the 

Auckland 9 mil layout, thanks to Toll Rail who 

freighted down the container.  At the end of the 

show they ran a monster train with a single KA 

and all the stock they had coupled behind, a 

train stretching ¾ length of the layout, (or 150 

crossing total in old NZR measuring terms).  

 

There were a total of 31 layouts at the show 

and many traders (including Mac’s Track from 

Wellington). The public again voted “Watford 

and Anithing” from Southland the best layout 

again.  One Track Minds was voted best by the 

Exhibitors. 

 

The only let-down of the weekend was the Sat-

urday night meal, which got a unanimous 

thumbs down from our group.  Mumblings are 

afoot that we will 

find our own alter-

nate dining venue 

for next year. 

 

More photos of the 

other layouts at the 

show can be found 

on the Big Model 

Train Show web-

site: 

www.trainshow.co.nz. 

 

One of our newer members, Phil Pohio, turns another engine at the end of its run.  

 

The express pulls into Mt Catt with a hint of steam still wafting out of the funnel  

Dean’s Railcar 



There were some really beautiful models both 

live steam, and internal combustion.  

There are plans for a lengthy extension which 

will double their run so it will be interesting to 

see how that develops.  

 

I had a really good time and can recommend a 

visit if you are out that way on a Sunday after-

noon.  

 

That's about it from me this month. Sorry I 

can’t supply full details of all the makers of the 

loco's in the photos, but I hope you get an idea 

about what was there. 
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Wellington News 
By John Robinson 

Palmerston North G scaler Murray Bold with his loco.     Right: The cab 

Lexi driving Ian Welsh’s Garrett 

We didn't have a running day this month. In-

stead a fair number of us attended the opening 

of a new club building at the Kapiti Miniature 

Railway located at the Marine Gardens, Rau-

mati Beach on the Kapiti Coast.  

 

There is somewhere around 300 or 400m of 7 

1/2" gauge and 5" gauge track in a double cir-

cle of track in a real nice setting of rolling 

lawns and trees.  

 

The new clubrooms and workshop was opened 

by Richard Taylor from Weta Workshops, 

himself a keen live steamer and G scaler. 

Ec class NZR electric 

Gavin, Chris and David taking a ride with Murray Redwood Valley RR starts out on another trip 



though I didn't want to. 

We have 200 metres of 

t rack including 10 

MTS electrically operated 

LGB 15000 series sets of 

points.  

  

We moved here from Syd-

ney 4 years ago and are 

still members of the Syd-

ney club, we also get in-

volved with the local Bris-

bane mob; who do not 

want to be a club.  

  

Being in the tropics our 

main building material is 

concrete and we are keen 

Jigstoners,  

 

I have sent a few photos 

for your interest.  

The Garden Whistle - November 2007 

Page 9 

Kawana Island Tropical Railway 
By Ian Brown 

LGB self propelled container in Area 1. 

Area 2 is based on a religious theme in this case Buddhist. 

Our layout here is unique in that this house we 

live in is a large architect designed Queensland 

place and as such we do not have a back yard, 

more a series of courtyards, so it is split into 3 

sections area's 1 - 3. And you can't see one 

from the other, so I had to go to MTS; even 

Recently we were contacted by Ian Brown from 

Australia who is doing a house swap to Auck-

land in November. Ian and Doreen are hoping 

to catch up with some Garden Railway people 

while here, and has offered this article about 

his railway as an introduction. 

Kawana Island Railway Station (Jigstone). 

Area 3.  5 m long 17 span concrete viaduct (Jigstones) 

onto Brisbane's Goodwill Bridge 



The Garden Whistle - November 2007 

Page 10 

R Wagon with Dickey Seat 
By Wayne Haste 

The Prototype 

Gernrode Harzgeroder Eisenbahn had two 

of these built by Vander Zypen in 1889.  

They were class OL no’s 50 51.  No 51 had 

a brake mans seat and this is the one I 

modelled. They were also fitted with a rope 

type brake system.  

After the 2nd world war in 1946 they were 

taken by allies for reparation.  

 

The Model 

The main body and floor components were 

made from 3mm scribed styrene.  

The bogies, wheels, brake lever, etc are 

LGB parts from their parts list.   

The truss rods are from a Bachman wagon. 

 

I have not bothered to detail the under 

frame  as this makes it more convenient  

for attaching and removing the body. The 

under frame is screwed to the body from 

underneath. As this wagon has a narrow 

soul bar I have used 8 fixing points to keep 

it straight.  

 

After the truss rods were fitted, I detailed 

the body , with bolts and rivets.  

The bolts & rivets are (BIRCH) sequin and 

bead pins (brass 13 x 6.5mm) from the 

 

 

 

Various 

LGB 

parts 

used 

Little details give the model a realistic look.   Lots of pins were inserted to represent bolts and rivets. 

The plan 

The body cut from 3mm styrene 

The body ready to be attached to the under-frame  
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Spotlight store 

A hole is drilled right through the wagon.  

The pin is then put in and cut and filed 

down so it is just proud on the inside.  

 

The buffer heads are LGB parts. The 

buffer shanks are made by using two dif-

ferent size pipes, the widest at the head-

stock plate base. This represent a concer-

tina spring type. 

  

It is probably not a rivet counters way to 

model but is to scale 1:22.5, 1m gauge 

and is constructed to look like a LGB 

wagon. 

As is a garden railway model, it is only 

detailed were it counts.  

Side and underneath view 

The finished wagon.  

Buffers, seat, brake lever and foot stand.  The first load.  



Earlier this year I started working on phase two 

of my Rocky Creek Railway; the water feature. 

 

I learned a few lessons from the water fall on 

my first Rocky Creek Railway, so I wanted to 

have a system this time which could be easily 

drained when not in use (so it didn’t grow al-

gae).   

A bath tub was liberated from the dump pile 

during renovations at a relative’s house.  It was 

moved and placed in the ground to become the 

main pond at the bottom of the water feature. (I 

usually leave the plug out to keep it empty). 

 

Next was the series of waterfalls. I wanted it to 

look natural, so I built it from real rocks.  I 

looked for big rocks which could make a natu-

ral dam wall.  But they needed to have a small 

groove or natural low point in the middle so it 

was predicable where the water would flow 

over them.  In some cases I had to ‘encourage’ 

the rocks to have this low point.  This was 

done with a big hammer and chisel. 

 

As well as working out where the water is go-

ing to flow over the rock I also needed to con-

sider where it was going to land.  

When you experience a water fall you are actu-

ally using two senses; your eyes and your ears.  

You see the water falling, but more impor-

tantly you hear the splash at the bottom.  If 

there is no sound it doesn’t give the same ef-

fect.    

 

To create the splash sound you need to make 

sure the falling water lands directly into a pool 

of water.  If it lands on a rock it makes hardly 

any sound and you end up with a silent water-

fall which doesn’t seem quite right.   

 

If you carefully study the pre-cast plastic pond 

liners available at garden centres, they all fol-

low this same principal.  The out flow from 

one pond over-hangs the pond below so when 

the water flows over the edge it lands directly 

into the water below and creates a splash 

sound. 

This is easy to do for the plastic pool designers 
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Jim Staton turned up to help during the first test run.  

The first fall it beside his upper hand. 

because they can create any shape they want, 

but not so easy when you are trying to do the 

same thing using natural rocks.  It is hard to 

find rocks the right shape which can then be 

fitted together to form a big jigsaw puzzle, and 

look like they occurred there naturally.   

And because it all needs to be water tight be-

fore you can test it you have to concrete every-

thing together before you find out if you have 

engineered it right.  

 

Well I have got most of it working satisfacto-

rily now.  I have also discovered a local sup-

plier of the concrete/rock paint used on poly-

styrene to make artificial rocks.  So I am test-

ing a sample of that on the bath now to make 

sure it sticks to the slippery bath surface long 

term, before camouflaging the bath with it. 

 

Eventually I plan to put in a waterwheel as 

well, and plumbing has already been done to 

accommodate this later. 

Building Waterfalls 
By Glen Anthony 
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Roger was a long time member of the Christ-

church Garden Railway Soc, and the Garden 

City Model Railway Club at Ferrymead.   

 

He joined Garden City in it’s very early days, 

around 1980, and was a regular at the Monday 

night sessions working on the N scale layout, 

where his electrical skills were put to good use. 

 

His home N scale layout “A town like Ellis” is 

featured on the Garden City club website 

www.sleeper.co.nz, and incorporates his fa-

vourite railway, the Pennsylvanian line.   

 

He was also an early member of the Christ-

church Garden Railway Soc, joining around 

1989, and was a regular at meetings along with 

his wife, Sandra. 

 

Roger and Sandra made the big journey over to 

America to attended their National Garden 

Railway Convention on two occasions; 1989 in 

San Francisco (along with Don and Jeanette 

Ellis), and more recently to Chicago in 2005. 

 

He started building his outdoor garden railway 

about 2001, the same time as I was building 

my first one.  As we just lived just around the 

Roger at the controls of the club layout at the Chch Train Show in 2005 

A tribute to Roger Alexander 

road from him at that time, he was a frequent 

visitor at seemingly random times, where he 

would turn up and study the latest progress and 

see how it had been done.  We found out much 

later that these times usually coincided with 

when Sandra needed something from the shops 

and he would offer to go out and get it. She 

mentioned later that she could never under-

stand why it took him so long to get little 

items. 

 

Sadly our last club meeting at Roger and San-

dra’s place in September was spoilt by rain and 

he wasn’t able to get the railway running.   

But we were asked to get it running after his 

funeral and give instructions to his son James  

so the family can continue to enjoy it. 

 

It was quite a shock how fast the cancer took 

him in the end, and only nine days after com-

ing along to see us at the Chch Big Model 

Train Show he passed away.  

 

He will be remembered as one of the quieter 

members in the background, but one who was 

always willing to pitch in and help. 

Our thoughts go out to his wife Sandra, daugh-

ter Stephanie and son James.        -Glen Anthony. 
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This issue of the Garden Whistle features news from various G scale clubs in New Zealand.   

Each club is a separate identity and can be contacted as follows: 

Christchurch: 
 

November 4th: 

7¼” railway, Steam Scene 

McLeans Island. 

meeting at 1pm. 
(the railway starts running at 10am  

for those keen to go out earlier) 
 

December 9th: 

Karl Arnesen.  

End of year BBQ (Lunchtime)  

Bring your wife/partner 
 

9 Feb - Jim Staton, Hokitika. 

Coming Model Train Show Dates:  
November 17 & 18       Wellington Rail-Ex 2007 Exhibition, TSB Arena. 

February 9                    Hokitika Model Show. (including G scale trains and more) 

March 15 & 16             Wellington G Scale Mini Convention, Tawa RSA.                   

Christchurch Garden  

Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

 

Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

 

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke:  

ph 03 389-6192 

philrail@xtra.co.nz  

Auckland 45mm Gauge 

Model Railway Group 

C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road 

Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 

 

Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

Wellington Garden  

Railway Group 

C/- John Robinson  

39 Taylor Terrace 

Tawa 

Wellington  5028 

 

Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Editor:  Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo St, Christchurch 8022 

             email:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events Calendar 

Auckland: 
 

November 11th: 
Robert and David Graham 

14 Milwalkee Place, Glendene 

2pm - 4pm    wet or fine 

(09) 836-0900 

 

December 2nd: 
Alf and Rosie Williams 

64 Derbyshire Lane, Karaka.  

2pm onwards, wet or fine 

AGM and B-B-Q 

bring a train and those staying on 

something for a shared BBQ tea  

Wellington: 
 

November 7th (Wednesday): 
7:30pm twilight running on 

Gavin Sowry’s Taita Gorge 

Railway in Lower Hutt. Contact 

John, (0274 427 160) for more 

details. 
 

November 17 & 18th: 
RailEx 2007, TSB Arena  

Wayne Haste is organising a G 

Scale display. Contact Wayne, 

ph (04) 232 5224, with offers of 

help and for more details. 

Logging train on the Squirrel Valley Railway.           Photo: Michael Hilliar 


