
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

October 2007 

John Robinson’s Dubs A heads a train under a scratch built bridge on Brian Cashmore’s band new railway in  
Wellington. The retaining wall has been made from individual pieces all cut by hand.  Photo by  John Robinson. 
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Auckland Club News 
By Michael Hilliar 

Chas and Marion Hoskins Meeting 
 
A good crowd turned out for the Au-
gust meeting at Papatoetoe for what 
turned out to be overcast afternoon, 
but at least it was rain free.   
 
Chas first got involved with G scale 
back in 1988 when he brought his 
first starter set from the late Frank 
Fisher. 
Since then he has built two layouts, 
together with his father Bruce, at his 
parents home. Sadly Bruce passed 
on earlier this year. 
 
A lot of planning went into this sec-
ond layout before any track was laid. 
First a shed was erected, which was 
essential for storage of the trains and 
rolling stock and also a great place 
for keeping those electrics dry.  
Considerable time was also spent in-
stalling drainage and conduit in 
preparation for track wiring.  The 
track has been laid on high density 
polystyrene blocks. This system 
gives a firm level base and also al-
lows track level adjustments to be 
made by packing underneath. The 
layout is well fenced to keep out 
most animals, ranging from hedge 
hogs to dogs, but failed to keep the 
local cats out which eventually de-
stroyed his overhead catenary. 
Hence the sale of his overhead elec-
tric locomotives  
 
Chas, who is now married to 
Marion, currently lives only a few 
doors away. But they are now look-
ing for another unit in the Papatoetoe 
area.  It is important to try and find 
one with a bit of land so he can build 
his third layout. 
 
Alan Smith from Paeroa nearly won 
the long distance award when he 
brought along his most recent model, 

 

Chas’ railway covers an extensive area in the back yard. 

A freight train passes through this busy yard scene. 

Plenty of action at the station.  The car park is full too. 



Alan Smith’s stunning NZR J class 2-6-0 loco built on a  
Bachmann chassis. Right: even the cab has interior details. 
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a NZGR ‘J’ class 2-6-0 built in the 1870’s.  
This has been built using a Bachmann 2-6-0 
chassis with the classic Alan’s freelance 
building skills using plastic styrene and any 
other available material. 
 
It was also good to see John and Anna Vo-
gel’s who traveled just that little further 
from Waihi. John is looking a lot better af-
ter a recent health scare. 
 
We eventually answered the calls in for af-
ternoon tea which also allowed us to view 
what’s left of his recent sale of surplus 
stock 
 
Thank you again Chas, Marion and of 
course Jean Hoskin for another pleasant af-
ternoon. 

Robert Graham has sent in a note advising 
he has seen a Hobbies Expo advertised for 
Saturday 6th October. 
This is on at the YMCA Hall, Akoranga 
Drive, Northcote. 
This may be of interest to some Auckland 
members. 

David Graham with his latest masterpiece, a rail mounted 
gun that uses the firing cap from party poppers.  It is fired 

by remote control. 



stead Brian had 
worked like a Tro-
jan and his perma-
nent railway had 
been built in!  
 
The railway occu-
pies a confined 
sort of L shaped 
triangle, between 
the garage and 
back fence, with a 
spur up into the 
garage to store 
stock.  
 
There are lots of 
special little bits, 
all scratch built, 
like the crib walls, 
bridge, engine 
shed disguising 
the entry into the 
garage and relay 
boxes.  

 
Control at this early stage is a starter set 1amp 
while Brian decides if he’s going DCC/MTS or 
analogue. All track joints have bond wires for 

electrical continuity 
and wiring is in place 
for switching the 
passing siding and re-
verse loop. It all ran 
really well, except for 
a couple of hiccups at 
one turnout which has 
been cured with a bit 
of grade adjustment. 
Not bad when you 
consider the running 
day was the layout’s 
first true test. 
 
As for the turnout of 
Wellington Garden 
Railway Groupies; 
I’m pleased to report 
it was a good turnout, 
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Wellington Club News 
By John Robinson 

 
 

Ann Galbraith watches over Ian Galbraith and Gavin Sowry racking up visiting trains.  
Note the toolbox on the post that houses the control box. 

 

Its all in the details: 
Left: Detail of the crib waling. Each unit is hand cut on a bench saw – mind the fin-
gers – and has holes drilled in each end to thread over galvanized tie-wire which helps 
hold it altogether. The units are cut from decking timber then given a soaking in pre-
servative. 
Right: One of the many scratch built relay box’s located beside points. 

September had us meeting at Brian Cash-
more’s brand new railway in Linden. And what 
a surprise we had!  
It was going to be a “lawn Meeting” but in-



The Garden Whistle - October 2007 

Page 5 

one of our best so far.  
Needless to say the usual influx of 
guest equipment put the new railway to 
test.  
In addition to feeding and watering us, 
Diane Cashmore was seen photograph-
ing visiting stock and threatening to 
keep some of it.  
 
We understand the owner of a Cam-
brian loco and train left with less than 
he came with.  Further visits will be 
needed to conduct a line of inquiries! 
 
You’ll find some more pics at http://
www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.
php?showtopic=9321&hl 
 
Of course we also met at Mack’s 
Tracks on the first Wednesday evening 
and on Saturday 22nd we’re putting on a 
small display at the new Tawa Commu-
nity Centre using the display used at 
last years RailEx. There will be a report 
on this next month. 
 
Next Wellington meeting is Saturday 
13th October when we’ll meet at Bryan 
Ross’s railway in Paraparaumu before 
moving down to the Kapiti Miniature 
Railway where they are having a big 
live steam open weekend to celebrate 
the opening of their new station build-
ing. The building is being opened by 
Richard Taylor at 11am. More details 
and timing will be emailed to Welling-
ton members once finalised, if you 
want more details please phone John on 
0274 427 160. 

Chris’s diesel and Wayne’s Otto hauling scratch built wagons 

Ian Galbraith’s rather nice car on a modified Hartland wagon in 
front of the scratch built crib walling 

Passing the mountain in the corner 

About to pass through the engine shed into the garage  

Another train arrives at the yard 



 Rob Wilson’s new loco 
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Unfortunately the weather conspired against us 
for the September meeting. 
We ended up inside watching videos at Roger 
and Sandra’s place, rather than outdoors run-
ning the trains. However we can’t moan too 
much, this is the first time we have had an out-
doors meeting rained off for some time. 
 
Graeme Wood brought along his new small 
shunting puzzle layout. Rob Wilson bought 
along a new bright shiny red electric loco he 
had just received from Trainworld.  It almost 
took up the entire head-shunt on Graeme’s 
small layout. 
Brain Allison had a display of cheap, but very 
presentable figures he has for sale (ex China). 
They come also come in un-painted, just in 
case you want to put your own lead based paint 
on them! 
 
The next meeting is this weekend at the Big 
Model Train Show.  We are meeting at Don’s 
work at 12:30pm on Friday afternoon to load 
up trucks, cars and trailers.  Then we will be 
heading down to the stadium for the 1:30pm 
entry time to start setting up.  Don is still look-
ing for one more person with a car (and trailer 
if possible) to help out.  The show opening 

Christchurch Club News 
By Glen Anthony 

hours are 9:30 to 5pm both days.  If you want 
to go to the dinner on Saturday night ($15) you 
need to let Karl know ASAP, as numbers are 
limited. 

For Sale 

• Lots of plastic people in 1:24 and 1:29 
scale. Unpainted $1.50 ea. Painted $2.50 ea. 

•  7 x Bachmann side dump ore cars (cat. nos 
92502 - 3). Brand new. $55 ea. 

• One USA Trains F3a in union pacific col-
ours, road no. 1425. Brand new. $425. 

Brian Allison. email: kiwin992@hotmail.com 

From Phillip Cooke: 
If anybody requires a cover to protect and dis-
play that special model, Plastic Fabrications 
Ltd  82 Coleridge St , Sydenham ph 377 7640 
make clear covers of good quality at what I 
consider a reasonable price. 

He is a little something I have 
been building for my summer 
railway. 
It is a representation of a NZR 
timber beam bridge.  
The spans are longer than they 
should be but they look right. It 
is built from cedar and redwood 
with stainless steel 3mm rod and 
nuts.  
Bents are 12x12 with 8x1-1/2 
braces. Corbels are 12x12x5ft. 
Beams are 16x12.  
The radius is R1 (2ft radius).  

Bridge Construction 
By Wayne Haste 
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Well folks, it's been a 
while since I have writ-
ten for a newsletter so 
I'll keep this short so as 
not to bore!!  
But as it's been a few 
years since we've up-
dated progress here at 
the Valley I think it's 
time for an update.  
 
The local populace has 
grown significantly re-
cently and it was with 
great appreciation that 
they were able to take 
delivery of a number of 
buildings from the 
Hungry Creek and 
Long Pass Railroad.  
There is now a small saw mill adjacent to the 
bigger one from the long extinct Jade Railroad. 
And more importantly, the odd English style 
buildings on the south side of the railway have 
been demolished to make way for much more 
American looking ones, again from the 
HC&LP RR.  
 
As for rolling stock, once again this has been 
helped out with a number of HC&LP wagons 

and coach's which look great in the magnifi-
cent weathering that the proprietor of HC&LP 
RR used to apply.  
 
Another note, and not to be outdone, the Squir-
rel Valley Railway's own shops have recently 
completed a couple of projects, among these a 
R/C side wheel paddle boat of which the Hull 
and Superstructure came from Benrachel RR 
here in the Waikato in an unfinished state, and 

now it's running on our recently ex-
tended pond.  
Yes, the old pond has been replaced with 
one about 24 meters by about 7 meters. 
The paddle boat looks right at home 
there.  
And lastly, a new Rail-truck has been 
out shopped from the "works" here at 
Squirrel Valley Railway. It's based on an 
Arnotts novelty biscuit tin with a motor 
and gear reduction from an old VCR and 
the remainder from the "junk" bin, but 
I'll let the picture fill you in better.  
 
Come visit us on Sunday the 14th Octo-
ber and see all the changes for your-
selves. p.s. Please bring something to-
wards a "shared" lunch. 

Recent Developments at Squirrel Valley Railway.  
By Grant Alexander 

 

A ‘taste’ of things to be seen at the Squirrel Valley meeting 
this month  -  Grant’s Arnotts biscuit tin on wheels.  

 

Steaming through the garden...  Ian Webb's fine Leek and Manifold steam  
locomotive on a NZR passenger rake at Squirrel Valley Railway recently.  



The Convention was 
being held in The Rivi-
era Hotel and Casino 
and this was where we 
stayed.  On Tuesday 
morning, a wander 
through the Casino 
found us on our way to 
the area where the Con-
vention was to be 
based.   

Our Registration pack 
contained our name 
badges, Convention 
Programme, layout tour 
tickets and Convention 
Boxcar voucher.  A 
visit to the Convention 
Store to pick up the 
Convention Boxcar was 

made and returned to our room where a mes-
sage was waiting for us from a couple we had 
met last year on the Garden Railway Cruise.   

A phone call to Bob & Lisa then saw us in 
their room deciding what to do for the rest of 
the day.  They had just arrived by car from 
Wyoming. As they had a car, we all set out to 
visit the Mandalay Bay and Luxor hotels.  
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23rd National Garden Railway Convention -USA 

Las Vegas, Nevada, USA 

27th -30th June 2007 
By Ian C Galbraith 

Ann & I arrived in Las Vegas at 6:15pm on 
Monday 25th June 2007 after a 12-hour flight 
from New Zealand.  The temperature was 
102oF. (40.5oC). This was quite a shock to the 
system as we had gone through snow on the 
Rimutuka Hill to get to Wellington.  After a 
bite to eat, we left the hotel for a walk, but 
gave up very shortly due to the reflected heat. 

 

The Sunset Valley Railroad, Tom & Barbara Paolucci. 

Silver Peak Railroad.           Charlie & Carol Farrell Van Netta. 
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There was a hori-
zontal cable car 
running between 
the hotels.  A visit 
was also made to 
Belaggios, another 
hotel/casino. 

On Wednesday, the 
convention proper 
got underway with 
registrations in the 
morning and the 
first of the clinics 
in the afternoon.  
Clinics all followed 
a similar format to 
conventions in New 
Zealand with the 
presenter giving ei-
ther a ‘lecture’ or a 
d emo n s t r a t i o n .  
Some used Power 
Point to assist in 
their presentation.  
Clinics included: Pruning Trees for 
Garden Railways, Track Laying, Maintenance 
of locomotives and rolling stock, Designing a 
garden railway, Plants for the garden railway, 
Real bridges for garden railways, Wiring, Wa-
tering systems, Preparing for home visits, 
Weathering with an airbrush, Casting buildings 
using the  Jigstone system.  Most of the clinics 
were repeated so that those on the layout tours 
were able to attend. 

The host club, Las 
Vegas Garden Rail-
way Society, had a 
large portable lay-
out set up in the 
Trade Stand area.  
The layout was 
about 25 metres by 
7 metres. 

The Trade Stands 
were in a 50,000 
square foot ball-
room.  Most of the 
major Garden Rail-
way suppliers were 
represented, some 
with just a repre-

sentative, others with a large area, (equivalent 
to 30+ tables) displaying a large range and 
quantity of product.  Some products were on 
display for the first time.  Sixty-eight traders 
including Aristo Craft, LGB, Massoth, Ridge 
Road Station, Rainbow Ridge, Badger, Grex, 
(Jerry Carter Air Tool Supply)  Kalmbach Pub-
lications, Brandbright, Ozark Miniatures, 
Bachmann,  Keithco Inc, Accucraft Trains, 

 

BYOB RR, John & Helen Palewicz 

 

Sierra Nevada & Chardonnay Railroad,  Bob & Suzanne Odell 
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USA Trains plus many more had displays. St 
Aubin Station has a store in Las Vegas and ran 
a shuttle bus from the Convention Centre to 
their shop for those who could not find what 
they wanted on the stand.  

The representative from Badger had presented 
a clinic on weathering with an airbrush and 
continued this on the Badger stand. Jerry 
Carter Air Tool Supply was demonstrating the 
“GREX” range of airbrushes and various other 

air operated tools. Af-
ter trying out the 
GREX Genesis XT air-
brush, a pistol grip 
style and finding the 
measure of control to 
be excellent a great 
amount of thought was 
put into purchasing 
one.  Another visit to 
the stand later and a 
play with an air oper-
ated headless pinner a 
decision to purchase 
both the airbrush and 
headless pinner was 
made.  (Since arriving 
home, both have been 
successfully been put 
to use). 

Rainbow Ridge had a range of kits of buildings 
produced from a material called Precision 
Board.  This is a type of dense polyurethane 
foam board, used in the USA for signs. The 
material is similar to the foam insulation used 
on the space shuttle.  Buildings, on display, 
which had been outdoors for over two years 
showed no sign of deterioration.  The material 
was also available in flat sheet, board and bat-
ten, stone, logs, wood plank and shiplap siding. 
Four 10½” x 48” panels of shiplap style were 

ordered and freighted 
to New Zealand.  

 

Layout Tours. 

These were on a pay 
as you go basis and 
were paid for at the 
time of registration.  
Cost was US$25.00 
per head for each 
tour.  Layout tours 
left the Convention 
Centre at 7.30am on 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.  Five 46-
seater buses were 
used on Thursday 
and Friday and six on 
Saturday.  Each day 

 

BYOB RR,   John & Helen Palewicz 

 

Old Spanish Trail Railroad,  John & Sharolyn Craft. 
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five layouts were visited with arri-
val back at the Convention Centre 
around 1.00pm.   

 

Around 30 minutes was allocated at 
each layout and each day a different 
area of Las Vegas was visited. On 
Thursday layouts in Henderson, 
south east from the Convention 
Centre were visited, on Friday lay-
outs in West Valley, north west, and 
Saturday, East Valley, east of the 
Convention Centre.  Because of the 
high temperature, low humidity, of 
the desert location very few of the 
layouts had much in the way of 
grass or greenery.  Most layouts 
were designed to have trains running for the 
enjoyment of watching trains run.  Some had 
provision for operation.  A number of the lay-
outs were in gated communities and the space 
available for a garden railway was limited.  At 
one layout, our busload stood shoulder to 
shoulder to get right around the layout – that 
was the size of the backyard.  In the East Val-
ley, an older area, backyards were a little larger 
and allowed for large water features and land-
scaping. 

 

Was it worth the time and cost?  Yes.  It was 
interesting to see a completely different land-
scape and lifestyle.  The major difference be-
tween a New Zealand Convention and an 
American Convention was the numbers and 

 

Morganton & Hampton Railroad,  Tom & Diane Smith. 

Eagle Rock Railroad, Marty & Janet Caliendo Johnson. 

venue.  The venue was able to provide, clinic 
rooms, trade area and accommodation all on 
the one site.  Over two thousand people at-
tended the Las Vegas Convention. 

 
The schedule for upcoming Garden Railway 
Conventions is: 
2008  Chandler Arizona 
2009  Denver, Colorado 
2010  Tacoma, Washington, 
2011  Kansas City, Missouri 
2012  Chicago, Illinois 
2013  Cincinnati, Ohio 

C. & S. N. L. RR,   Mike & Mary Rae Zbiegen. 



One of our 
stops which will 
be of interest to 
readers of this 
newsletter was 
to a garden rail-
way just north 
of Otaki. It is 
called Loco 
( f o r m e r l y 
known as Da-
cresfield Gar-
dens) and is lo-
cated just north 
of Otaki or 14 
kms south of 
Levin. I have 
tried on previ-
ous trips to 
Wellington to 

visit this garden railway but have not been able 
to coordinate my visit to Wellington with a 
time when the railway was open to the public. 
The new owners of the property now open the 
garden railway and property to the public daily 
between October and the end of April as well 
as on every Sunday, school holidays and public 
holidays. Their opening hours are 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and for the family the admission cost was 
$20.  
 

The property has an area of 
two acres which is delight-
fully landscaped with mature 
gardens but the main attrac-
tion too me was their garden 
railway which has to be the 
largest that I have seen in 
New Zealand. The garden 
railway covers an area of 
quarter of an acre and has two 
separate main lines allowing 
the simultaneous running of 
two trains. There is the usual 
assortment of sidings along 
the main lines and the two 
main lines are linked allow-
ing the interchange of trains 
between the lines. The cur-
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Going Loco in Otaki 
By Robert Graham 

 

Crossing a steel truss bridge with a forest of trees in the background. 

 

The circus train arrives at the circus ground, one of many scenes to be found on the railway. 

In January the Graham Clan piled into their 
trusty Subaru wagon and headed south for an 
adventure in the wilds of the southern part of 
the North Island, well actually we went to Rau-
mati (on the Kapiti coast north of Wellington) 
for a short holiday. As usual for our long suf-
fering family I had planned a number of rail-
way related activities and visits during our 
time away. 



rent owner 
did not build 
the railway 
but he told 
me that it was 
o r i g i n a l l y 
track pow-
ered but after 
p r o b l e m s 
with voltage 
drop and 
power loss 
due to the 
sheer size of 
the railway, 
the trains 
were changed 
over to bat-
tery opera-
tion.  The en-
gines are not 
remote con-
trolled but rather there is an external on/off 
switch plus variable speed controller mounted 
on the end of the boxcar which carries the bat-
tery supply for the engine. The boxcar is linked 
to the engine by a power lead with plug con-
nectors which mean that if the batteries get low 
the power supply can be disconnected and the 
box car swapped over to one with fresh batter-
ies and one does not have to change the loco-
motive. They had a mix of LGB, Bachmann 
and Aristocraft locomotives and rolling stock.  
 
On the day we visited the owner set two trains 
going and one was pulled by a Bachmann 
Spectrum 4-4-0 and the other by an LGB Mo-
gul. After about 15 minutes he put the mogul 
into a loop and set a Bachmann Climax going. 
All the points are manually operated with some 
of the points being spring loaded allowing a 
train to pass through them from the other direc-
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Time for water and passengers to disembark at the station 

 
 

Two scenes from the town. 
 

Left: The fire station and 
saloon. 

 
Right: The Railway Sta-
tion, Bakery, Stables and 

Blacksmith’s shop.   

tion and the points will then spring back to the 
original direction. Of course with the trains op-
erating on battery power and not track power 
they can have reverse loops without the usual 
power supply problems they pose for track 
powered trains. 
 
Another delightful aspect of this layout are the 
village and other scenic features around the 
track.  Several of the structures also had sound 
modules built into them which played continu-
ously, for example you could hear timber being 
sawn at the timber mill and honky tonk music 
from the tavern. 
 
We spent about 45 minutes visiting this display 
and I recommend that you visit there next time 
you are driving to Wellington. Their web site 
is www.loco.co.nz. 
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This issue of the Garden Whistle features news from various G scale clubs in New Zealand.   
Each club is a separate identity and can be contacted as follows: 

Christchurch: 
 

October 6&7:   

Big Model Train Show 
Pioneer Stadium 
Lyttelton Street 

9:30  -  5:00 both days  
 

November 4th: 

Model Engineers, 
Halswell Domain. 

 

9 December: BBQ at Karl’s  
9 Feb - Jim Staton, Hokitika. 

Coming Model Train Show Dates:  
October 6 & 7              Christchurch Big Model Train Show , Pioneer Leisure Centre, Lyttelton St. 
November 17 & 18       Wellington Rail-Ex 2007 Exhibition, TSB Arena. 
March 15 & 16             Wellington G Scale Mini Convention.               

Christchurch Garden  
Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 
 

Chairman: Don Ellis  
ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  
 

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke:  
ph 03 389-6192 

philrail@xtra.co.nz  

Auckland 45mm Gauge 
Model Railway Group 
C/- Michael Hilliar 
22 Halver Road 

Manurewa 
Auckland 2102 

 
Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

Wellington Garden  
Railway Group 

C/- John Robinson  
39 Taylor Terrace 

Tawa 
Wellington  5028 

 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Editor:  Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo St, Christchurch 8022 
             email:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events Calendar 

Auckland: 
 

October 14th: 

Grant and Donna Alexander 
1863 Hamilton Road,  

Cambridge.  
Left hand side, about 2km past the 
Palmers Garden Centre on the way 
from Hamilton to Cambridge.  
10 am to 4 pm. Please bring some-
thing towards a "shared" lunch. 
 

December 2nd: 

Alf and Rosie Williams 
Karaka. AGM and B-B-Q 

Wellington: 
 

October 13th (Saturday): 

Meeting at Bryan Ross’s  
Railway, Paraparaumu. 

 
Then to the Kapiti Miniature 

Railway for live steam open day 
and station opening (by Richard 

Taylor at 11am). 

 
A separate email will be sent to 
Wellington members, or phone 

John on 0274 427 160. 

Rounding a curve on Brian Cashmore’s railway, with another relay box in the foreground.         Photo: John Robinson 


