
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

September 2007 

A reminder that winter is still here: Grant Alexander’s rain splattered Galloping Goose makes a run through 

the bush on Raynor Johnston’s garden railway in Hamilton.                                    Photo by  Michael Hilliar. 



to run so there wasn’t 

any blow-up loco’s 

this month.  The rail-

way is in a purpose 

built railway room 

some 7mx7m pretty 

well filled with trains, 

but we still managed 

to squeeze a good 

group in, though a bar 

car was needed to ferry some refreshments at 

on stage.   

 

The other activity for the month was a display 

set up at Model Wai, run by the Wairarapa 

Railway Modelers in Masterton over the week-

end of 11th/12th August.  We filled an area 

11mx5m on the stage with 3 loops of track, 

two using analogue DC for smaller trains and 
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Wellington Club News 
By John Robinson 

It’s been a busy month for us, first up was the 

usual “Big Boys Club” night at Mack’s Track 

on the first Wednesday of the month, then the 

following Sunday was our running afternoon.   

 

This month we invaded Wayne Haste’s indoor 

railway, well indoor LGB Empire really.  It’s 

another MTS controlled layout so we visitors 

choose with care what equipment we brought 

 

Wayne’s main station and loco depot. 

Wayne’s freight yard full of wagons.  He made sure we didn’t leave 

with more than we came with! 

The guard had time for an 

chat, or is that chat up? 

Model Wai: Wayne’s Saxton Meyer on 

the main and Chris’s loco in the loop. 
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MTS on the outer loop for big-

ger, train and locos.  Included 

a Big-boy and you can’t get 

much bigger (or louder) than 

that!  Thanks to all who helped 

and organized the display, I 

enjoyed myself and as far as I 

could tell the viewing public 

did too. 

 

That’s it from me for August, 

you can find some more pics 

of Wayne’s railway at http://

www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/

index.php?showtopic=8734 

and from Model Wai at http://

www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/

index.php?showtopic=8847  

Christchurch Club News 
By Glen Anthony 

There is usually plenty of interest in Phillip Cooke’s Thomas the Tank 

Engine set, especially with the younger viewers. Photo: Phillip Cooke. 

Our 19th August meeting was the annual Robin 

Jager Memorial Train Show. 

This is the second year we have held this show at 

the Burwood School.  Unfortunately Rob Wilson 

was sent over to Australia on business at short no-

tice, so his Lets Get Busi layout and Robin Jager’s 

models were not at the show this year.   

 

Undoubtedly the best aspect about the Burwood 

School hall is it high profile location, next to a 

busy road.  A large banner was strung up out the 

front and was clearly visible a considerable dis-

tance down the road.  That took care of the adver-

tising, and the crowds came rolling in!   

 

There were four layouts on display.  Karl Arnesen 

had his large impressive Jessie Falls layout.  

Graeme Wood also brought along his layout 

which has many little details all over it. 

Phillip Cooke had his Thomas the Tank engine 

mat, which occupied the little ones.   

Finally on the stage were three circuits made us-

Plenty of sound as Jonathon’s two mallets 

head a train around the stage. 

A general view of the stage at Model Wai Train Show with Jeremy’s Big-

Boy on the outer loop and Ian’s Forney on the middle loop. 



A train load of Graeme Bright’s La coal wagons on Graeme Wood’s lay-

out.  Some of them are converted ‘Scientific toys’ wagons from The 

Warehouse and others he has made from sheet metal.  
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Karl’s Forney passes through Jessie Falls Station.                

ing members track.  A variety of trains made an ap-

pearance here, ranging from double-headed mallets 

to a Father Christmas special. 

 

The school were thrilled with how the show went 

and have pencilled us in again for next year (if we 

wish to go).  The money raised from the door tak-

ings was about the same as last year. 

 

The school used last years money to buy books for 

the library. Karl has donated a photo to be dis-

played in the library. 

Hokitika 
 

Jim Staton has confirmed that the Boys’ 

Brigade hall in Hokitika has been 

booked for Fri 8th - Sun 10th Feb 2008. 

 

The public show is planned for the Sat-

urday, so setup will be Friday evening. 

(it is still daylight saving, so you can 

travel over after work).   

 

The Wednesday prior to the show is a 

public holiday (Waitangi Day), so if you 

take Thursday and Friday off work you 

can go over early and have a five day 

holiday on the coast.  

 

 Some people are already planning to go 

over early and visit the Westport / Den-

niston areas in the days prior.  

 

Get in now and book those days off 

work before your work mates claim 

them!  

The Burwood hall at the end of the day after most of the public have gone home.   The pack up has just begun. 

Thank you to Michelle Leigh who has spent many 

hours sewing up our front red cloth for the portable 

layout ready for the Train Show in October. So far 

she has sewed about 60-80 meters of it. -Don. 
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Auckland Club News 
By Raynor Johnston. Photos by Michael Hilliar 

Meeting at 

Raynor’s place, 

Hamilton  

July 29th 

 

Most reports 

would like to 

start out com-

menting that 

“ t h e  d a y 

dawned fine and 

fair”.  But that 

was not to be 

the case, with 

rain starting in 

earnest at about 

7 in the morn-

ing, and not 

stopping until 

about 1.30. So 

there was plenty of time for the group of about 

16 to get in some serious yakking and catch up. 

The shared goodies joined with our now legen-

dary soup and suffused every one with an am-

ple sufficiency of vitals. 

 

Occasionally a hardy fellow would venture 

outside and run the odd wet weather excursion 

on my partly finished track. Grant and Stefan 

led the fray. Grants RC galloping goose and 

Stefan’s RC Aristocraft battery RDC had tenta-

 

Grant Alexander’s live steam “sugar cane style” loco and carriages 

tive runs exposing some doubtful bits of track 

laying. Still all was enjoyed.  

After lunch when the weather actually sunned 

up for a bit there was more action. Andy's su-

perb live steam bus galloped up and down in 

spite of a dickey non seating safety valve. This 

one is going to be a lot of fun in future, but she 

will need some heat resistant cladding as the 

meths flame tends to get blown every which-

way.  

 

Later the attractive workmanlike 

“Fiji sugar cane style” live steamer 

of Grant (with a very nice consist of 

maroon and gold cars) was chased 

by Stefan’s RDC.  

Unfortunately at this stage I have not 

got a complete loop but that should 

not be too far away now with this 

kick to ones enthusiasm. 

 

In the background my own RC bat-

tery powered LGB Stainz made 

some runs with five 4 wheelers and 

one bogie wagon (the battery car).  It 

ran quite happily for the rest of the 

afternoon on its one 12 volt 4AH 

gell cell battery. 

 

The troops watch on as Andy sets up his live steam bus. 
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Raynor’s track is 

not wired for 

track power so it 

was a chance  for 

the ‘non electric’ 

powered locos to 

show their stuff. 

Here is Stefan 

Lipsay’s new 

‘live diesel’ Budd 

railcar, with a 

battery powered 

version beside it. 

Above: Stefan 

(and Andrew in 

the background). 

 

 

Below: Andy 

Whyman with 

his live steam 

bus chassis. 
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All the while the catering dept. laid 

on tea etc. to everyone’s satisfaction. 

An amusing moment occurred when 

one short sighted gent whose glasses 

fogged up and caused him to trans-

pose the letters on the front of the 

electric kettle (name “Urnie”) and felt 

that he maybe should not use that ma-

terial to fill his cup. 

 

I guess it was a good start to getting 

the Ben Rachel operational but there 

are certainly some track issues about 

the points.  These have not stood up 

all the best to seven years outside 

without much attention. So I enjoyed 

it and I think all the visitors did as 

well. 

 

The Hamilton team are looking to 

regularize a Friday night type gather-

ing, visiting each others places so we 

will see how that goes. We all en-

joyed the Garden Whistle's latest edi-

tion and revisited the magazine issue. 

Maybe we will do something about 

that on a local level as well.  

 

Anyway in summary; Lousy weather, 

good company, and a bit of playing 

with trains resulted in an enjoyable 

day in spite of that weather.  

 

Thanks all for coming and we look 

forward to next time. 
 Grant with his radio controlled Galloping Goose 

Raynor’s battery powered Stainz with battery wagon and train. 

Raynor by the track bed for the extension  Some of Raynor’s polystyrene buildings under construction  



first up the track was cut to fit around the shed 

and trees and markers put in place along the 

centreline.  The length was measured with an 

extension lead once the line was laid out, and 

wooden stakes hammered in at 1m spacing 

next to the track set to the height of the road 

bed (Photo1).  The grade worked out to be 

about 2.4% once I allowed some flat areas 

around the points.   

The track was removed and a trench was 

scooped out along the line of the markers, then 

the track put back in place. 10mm rebar stakes 

were hammered in on the track centre at 1m 

intervals with a couple of extras added in for 

luck.  This was a lot closer than the articles 

mention but by this time I realised that the 

track wasn’t going to match the smooth line of 

the conduit and needed some extra persuasion 

to go where I needed it to. (Photo 2) 

 

20mm conduit was tied on with wire ties, and 

the rebar tapped down so each one was set 

level with the marker peg next to it (Photo 3).  

Crusher fines were put in and hosed down, 

then packed in hard with a block of wood.  

Once they were built up to the top of the con-

duit the track was laid back down again.   

 

Once I had the method figured out things 

moved a bit quicker each time there was a 

chance to do more work.  The grade along the 

fence line up to the 

station was set up 

next, with provi-

sion for an outside 

track in the future.  

Setting up the 

grades is quite 

easy once you 

have a couple of  

points marked out.  

Just divide the rise 

by the length in 

metres and that’s 

the change at each 

marker peg.  I used 

a cheap laser level 

from Mitre 10 to 

set the heights but 
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The Tuahiwi Valley Lumber & Mining Co 
By Neil Wiggins 

 

Part Two 
 

Track laying started just after Easter.  I decided 

to try out the crusher fines and conduit method 

shown in GR magazine over the last few 

months.  It seemed reasonably simple and I 

liked the way easements and grades could be 

laid out and checked before any serious work 

got started. 

 

Work started with a 30’ section at the back of 

the courtyard as the two end points were fixed 

and I could experiment a bit with what I 

needed to do.  I was using sectional track, so 

In part one (July) Neil covered the earthworks stage. 

Now he explains the track laying using the ‘pipe’ 

method, the first layout in Canterbury to use this method 

1. Track laid out and measured with an extension lead 

2. Track in trench with rebar set in place  3. Roadbed ready for crusher fines  
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a water level would probably be more accurate 

(and cheaper!). 

 

I had almost used up all the sectional track at 

this stage, so I decided to start buying 5’ 

lengths and bend them – that way I could use 

the conduit to set up a smooth line and match 

the track to it as the articles had shown.  I bit 

the bullet and ordered one of the rail benders 

that do both rails at once without having to dis-

mantle the track.  That has made laying out 

custom curves very easy. 

 

The final push to get trains running in a loop 

happened late June.  Small bursts of work over 

several weekends had the roadbed in with just 

the track to lay over the last 10m or so.   

 

The best test so far for the rail bender was 

matching up the two track ends in the middle 

of a curve.  One of the tracks was bent to fol-

low the conduit, 

then the other gen-

tly tightened up un-

til the two ends 

overlapped.  One 

cut through both 

tracks with an angle 

grinder finished the 

job.   

 

I don’t have any 

experience of other 

roadbed methods to 

compare to, but it 

was quite easy to 

put together, and 

was not too much work to redo small sections 

when the final result didn’t look right.  The 

crusher fines have settled a bit over a couple of 

months but the conduit is in the same place so 

topping back up to the original grade will be 

done for spring maintenance.  Time will tell 

how the roadbed stands up and how much 

work it will be in the long run. 

First tracks joined up on the finished road bed Section of roadbed ready for track laying 

First train making a test run on the line. 

 

The conduit laid out around the first loop ready for crusher fines to be added.  



seeing it run in a different 

scenic setting. 

 

For those of you who were 

unable to come I will give 

you a brief description of 

the layout and the method 

of construction. Living in 

Titirangi was the first prob-

lem; choosing a site for the 

railway. For those of you 

who don't know the sub-

urbs of Auckland, Titirangi 

is in the hills to the south-

west of the CBD and is 

fairly steep terrain.  

I settled on the area next to 

the driveway which would 

give me a short flat run for 

my live steam Ruby. 

This area also already had a wall edging the 

driveway. This allowed for the circuit to basi-

cally be at ground level while being at a com-

fortable working height standing on the drive-

way. Also if you find yourself a nice chair, it is 

at eye level for train watching/operating. 

 

Construction started in the spring of 2005 and 

the first track was laid at the beginning of 2006 

and the official opening 

was in February 2006. The 

circuit is basically a long 

oval 7.5 m long and 1.2m 

wide. It has one passing 

loop and 3 short sidings 

(plans have been approved 

for extensions). There is 

also a short trestle bridge 

which carries the track 

around the rose bush. The 

track is laid with gap7 

builders’ mix as ballast. 

After reading a number of 

articles on the web I chose 

this method as the easiest 

for my situation. 

Because of the slope on the 

ground, one end of the lay-

out is actually built up to 
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Little Woodside Railway 
By Hugh Keal.  Photos by Michael Hilliar 

I have been asked to write about the Auckland 

groups home visit to my little railway in Titi-

rangi 

 

Firstly I must say thank you to those who did 

attend and for allowing me to share my little 

railway with you. I hope you enjoyed it as 

much as I did sharing it with you. For those of 

you who brought stock to run I hope you liked 

 

 

Michael Hilliar’s Hunslet showing off its new connecting rods and handrails. 

All sorts of creatures co-exist with the railway on Hugh’s bush-clad site. 



400mm above ground level, while the 

opposing corner is cut 100 into a cutting.  

For the raised sections of the track I con-

structed a timber box 150mm wide and 

50mm deep and filled it with ballast. 

For the back section on ground level I 

dug a trench 100 wide and 50 deep. The 

ballast was simply poured into the trench 

and roughly leveled, then packed down 

hard for the base. 

The track was laid on top of this with a 

second lot of ballast which was used to 

properly level and set the track. This was 

heavily watered to wash down and settle 

the sand down through the gravel. This 

has resulted in a firm and stable roadbed 

which is easy to modify and can be re-

turned to garden quite easily if the track 

is re-routed.  

 

The rolling stock at present is an LGB 

passenger starter set and 4 freight cars. 

The theme of the railway will be narrow 

gauge, allowing me the tight R1 curves I 

needed to fit in the available space.  

The power source is 18VDC at about 

3.3amps max. This will allow me to run 

2 small locos when my DCC system ar-

rives.  

For this visit I installed a temporary iso-

lating switch for the passing loops so 2 

engines could be on the track at the same 

time. 

 

As a newcomer to the world of garden 

railways I would like to thank all those 

in the group who have put up with my 

endless questions.  

 

The advice and information you have 

provided has certainly made it easier for 

me to make decisions regarding my par-

ticular situation. 
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David Graham’s Union Pacific railbus makes a run 

John Stephenson’s diesel and Robert & David Graham’s Stainz  

The trestle snakes around the tree jutting out on the bank  

Heading past the flowers in “Mum’s Garden” 
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This issue of the Garden Whistle features news from various G scale clubs in New Zealand.   

Each club is a separate identity and can be contacted as follows: 

Christchurch: 
 

September 23rd: 

Roger & Sandra Alexander 

181 Knowles Street 

(To be confirmed by email.  

Phone Don if you don’t have email)  
 

October 6&7:   

Big Model Train Show 

Pioneer Stadium 

9:30  -  5:00 
 

9 Feb - Jim Staton, Hokitika. 

Coming Model Train Show Dates:  
October 6 & 7              Christchurch Big Model Train Show , Pioneer Leisure Centre, Lyttelton St 

November 17 & 18       Wellington Rail-Ex 2007 Exhibition, TSB Arena 

March 15 & 16, 2008   Wellington G Scale Mini Convention                

Christchurch Garden  

Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

 

Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

 

Treasurer: Phillip Cooke:  

ph 03 389-6192 

philrail@xtra.co.nz  

Auckland 45mm Gauge 

Model Railway Group 

C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road 

Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 

 

Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

Wellington Garden  

Railway Group 

C/- John Robinson  

39 Taylor Terrace 

Tawa 

Wellington  5028 

 

Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Editor:  Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo St, Christchurch 8022 

             email:  glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events Calendar: 

Auckland: 
 

September 23rd: 

Mike and Liz Hilliar  

22 Halver Road,  

Manurewa  

2 pm to 4 pm wet or fine 

 

October 15th: 

Grant and Donna Alexander 

Cambridge 

10 am to 4 pm 

Wellington: 
 

September 9th: 

“Lawn meeting” 

Brian Cashmore   

43 Duncan St 

Tawa 

From 1:30pm 

 

As always please phone John 

on 0274 427 160 in case of 

any last minute changes 

Following the recent steep price rise in Aristocraft track, 

I have had a number of inquiries about where to get the 

New Zealand track.  

 

Graeme Quayle, who supplies the track advises that un-

fortunately the New Zealand made track is not available 

at the moment.   

 

The New Zealand company that extruded the brass rail 

closed and the die was sent to Australia.  There were 

several runs of rail obtained from the new Australian 

company but then they refused to supply any more on 

the basis that the amount being ordered was not enough.  

Now it appears that the location of the die is unknown. 

 

Graeme is currently negotiating to have a new rail die 

made and hoping to get some reasonably price track 

back on the market again in the new future.   

 

We will keep you advised on progress. 

NZ Track 


