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The northern terminus of Longburn on Cecilia Houston's compact Wellington and  
Manawatu Railway Company  line in Waiuku.                   Photo: Michael Hilliar. 



The layout features the Wellington terminus 
of Thorndon station which includes the en-
gine facilities, goods shed and sidings. At the 
northern terminus Longburn special attention 
has been given to Bartholomew and Dunn’s 
sawmill Beal’s slaughterhouse and the White-
horse Inn. Other features include the Belmont 
viaduct in its original timber form at the north 
end of Johnsonville, the Waikanae bridge and 

a complete ring in, that of the 
Motu river bridge on the Mou-
tohora branch out of Gisborne. 
 
One return loop circumnavi-
gates a pond which becomes 
the Makerua swamp, the loop 
rejoins at Longburn. The main 
line then travels over the Bel-
mont viaduct to disappear into 
a tunnel at which point the 
branch to Thorndon leaves to 
rise above and over the second 
return loop.  This gives con-
tinuous operation with the op-
tion to take off and introduce 
new trains as required thus giv-
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The Wellington & Manawatu Railway Company 

By Cecilia Houston 

Photos by Michael Hilliar 

 

The WMR is depicted in G scale in a small 
area approximately 21 square metres, using all 
LGB equipment for rail, rolling stock and con-
trol.  The layout takes the form of two return 
loops with a branch to the main station and en-
gine facilities including a turntable. 

The old Belmont viaduct 

 

Don Oliver's visiting train heading down the Johnsonville bank 
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ing rise to timetable operation.  
 
The included time frame for this layout is 1895 
through to 1905 and with a little bit of imagi-
nation and adjustment the LGB rolling stock 
fits the bill. All buildings, bridges and line side 
equipment have been scratch built although not 
complete. There are many more 
buildings yet to come along with 
an attempt to scratch build some 
four wheeled rolling stock.  
 
The inspiration to build the 
WMR came from the fact that 
this was the only private railway 
company to build and operate a 
well found railway that made a 
profit and was a leader in innova-
tion and safety in rail operation 
that time, a very interesting sec-
tion of New Zealand early his-
tory.  
 
 

The Meeting. 
Report by Michael Hilliar 
 
Sunday afternoon turned out to be rather pleas-
ant after the previous week’s inclement 
weather. Sadly only a few of the membership 
risked what most thought would be a wet meet-

The Waikanae bridge across the water pond 

The developing Thorndon terminus yard and engine facilities 



The Garden Whistle - August 2008 

Page 4 

tired engineer she was eminently qualified to 
be involved in getting resource consent for the 
extension through Waiuku Central Park to fin-
ish up at the wharf. There were a lot of objec-
tions raised with the local Council to over-
come.  
 
Cecilia has held a number of other higher posi-

tions of the Glenbrook Vin-
tage Railway including gen-
eral manager and workshop 
manager where being a 
woman in a man’s so called 
world, a number of objec-
tions were needed to be over-
come. Cecilia was also re-
sponsible for retrieving the 
dissembled Ww 644 from 
the bush as she called it and 
for arranging the funding to 
rebuild her.  You will now 
find Cecilia helping to run 
the trains which brings a lot 
of joy to the visiting public.  

Bartholomew's and Dunn's sawmill with logs being milled 

ing; but Anna and John Vogel travelled up 
from Waihi. There was a large crowd from Ce-
cilia’s neighborhood who came to have a look. 
Cecilia has spent four years building her com-
pact layout in the front garden of her Waiuku 
unit.  
Cecilia also spends a lot of her time helping 
run the Glenbrook vintage railway. Being a re-

 

The locos are fitted with Wellington and Manawatu Railway signage  
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By John Robinson 

 
Sunday 6th July 08 was sunny in Wellington, 
but boy was it cold. We had it cracked though, 
the Wellington Garden Railway Group had 
hired The Tawa Baptist Church hall for our 
first of what will be come the annual July hall 
meeting. The heaters were on, sun shining 
through the windows, yummy eats, warm 
drinks, garden railway DVD's on the big screen 
and good mates. Oh yeah and lots of trains. 
 
Not everyday you see a bunch of grown men 
grovelling around on the floor like youngsters 
with a new train set. But with the same level of 
youthful enthusiasm an inner loop of LGB R3 
radius curves and a generous passing siding 
was laid rapidly, followed by an outer loop us-
ing LGB R5 curves also with passing sidings. 
The inner loop became the domain of the 
smaller trains and was good old fashion ana-
logue DC powered. The outer loop was how-
ever under dark forces of DCC (MTS & Mas-
soth Navigator lash up). The dark forces were 
powerful in this one, stretching to four operat-

July Indoors in Wellington 

ing trains at least once. Boys will be boys! Not 
to be forgotten, tucked in one corner was a 
small loop where Lloyd quietly ran his battery 
powered tram. 
 
All up I feel the day was a great success, we 
had some great laughs, and a few serious dis-
cussions. Must have been good as it was with 
reluctance that the tracks were pulled up 
around 5:30pm. The great thing about sitting 
around with your mates watching the circulat-
ing trains, either on the floor or on the DVD’s 
showing on the big screen, was how ideas got 
bandied about and certainly I left feeling quite 
inspired. 
 
Trust the accompanying photos illustrate the 
atmosphere. Really not much else to say about 
the day, apart from thanking Brian Russell for 
organizing the hall, and Diane Cashmore for 
the positively illegally nice eats. 
As usual there is a small topic on G Scale Mad 
at http://www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.
php?showtopic=14312  
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By Michael Hilliar 

 
Friday night is when most of the show is set up 
so it can be quite hectic as everyone jostles for 
a space near the main entrance.  Don Oliver 
and I arrived with our two trailer loads of the 
layout and with help from the team we soon 
had it all inside. The next task is to unpack it 
from its traveling sets. Once the first piece is 
found and set up it goes together like a giant 

jigsaw. The last time the layout saw the light of 
day was two years ago so you hope it is all 
there; nothing been lost or borrowed.  All the 
bits were there and within a very short time it 
was all up and running. 
 
Over the weekend several groups were organ-
ized to bring in their trains and run them. So 
there was a great variety of ready to run items 
to modified and scratch built. Sunday was 

Model X 2008 

Not just trains; everything from dolls... 

 

A BEDFORD OB coach (1/24th) crosses the road-rail bridge on the Auckland club layout 

… to space craft. 
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dedicated to DCC 
w i t h  K e n 
M a c d a i r m i d , 
Henrik Dorbeck 
and John Ste-
phenson demon-
strating the bene-
fits of this sys-
tem. 
 
We put a small 
leaflet on the lay-
out for those in-
terested to pick 
up. A lot look but 
don’t ask, but I 
usually get in-
quiries a few 
months later, it 
seems to take 
time for it to sink 
in.  
 
Henderson Model X is virtually Auckland’s 
only real model show and in its mandate is that 
it covers a large range of hobbies and crafts.  It 
is aimed at the whole family so there is some-
thing to interest most people. A lot of the visit-
ing public is generally looking for something 
to do on what we hope to be a cold wet week-
end. This may sound bad, but if it’s fine there 
is a noticeable drop in visitors which can affect 
the cost of putting the show on. 
 
Monday afternoon the team was assembling 
again to pack it all up. Closure of the show is 
officially 4 p.m., but bits were starting to dis-
appear off it in readiness. At 4 o’clock the last 

Plenty of model boats  

 

Trucks  

A model confectionary shop 

A large detailed building. 
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train running was stopped and the layout began 
to diminish in the reversal of its construction.  
Once in pieces it was another jigsaw in putting 
the modules together in their traveling sets.  
Within an hour it was all packed up, loaded 
onto the trailers, tied down, covered and on its 
way back to my place to a wait next year.  
 
I thank everyone who made the display a suc-
cess, with out your help it wouldn’t have hap-
pened.  

Thomas the tank engine, a kiddies favourite  

Allan Smith's 'J' class poses for a photo stop on the bridge 

Dennis Lindsay's San-Juan set on display 



The Garden Whistle - August 2008 

Page 9 

By Glen Anthony 

 
On 5 & 6 July 2008 the inaugural ‘Trains on 
the Plains’ show was held in Ashburton (one 
hour south of Christchurch).  
There is quite a good bi-ennial model train 
show circuit developing around various South 
Island towns.  No-doubt encouraged by the 
support at other places, regular exhibitors 
Brian & Cath Palmer and Andy Munro decided 
to test the waters in their home town, and a 
show was organised to coincide with the July 
school holidays.  
 
The show was held at the Tinwald hall, and the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Society was in-
vited to set up a G scale display on the stage.  
The hall has a very generous sized stage, (and 
high ceiling as it is designed for full scale thea-
tre productions).  The various supper rooms at 
the sides were opened up allowing 10 layouts 
and a number of trade stands to participate. 
Thanks to Glenn Watson, who supplied most 
of the track, (and set it up on Friday evening), 
a minimal amount of track had to be trans-
ported from Chch. 
 
A number of club members travelled down for 
one or both days to run some trains.  We also 
had help from Carl Garner, one of our Timaru 
members, who looked like he was having a 
good time at the controls on Saturday after-
noon. 
As well as the stage display, Brian Allison 

took down his N gauge “Wee West” and I dis-
played my Gn15 scale “Stamping Ground”.  
Various club members assisted by helping to 
run both layouts during the weekend (Thank 
you).  
 
The public turnout was good, despite heavy 
snow falling for a couple of hours on Saturday.  
It started settling across the cars and roads, and 
forced the organisers to start thinking about a 
plan ‘B’ for the evening dinner as it didn’t look 
like we were going to be able to reach the 
venue. 
Luckily the storms had cleared by late after-
noon and the snow had been washed away.  It 
wasn’t even raining by the time we went to the 
Plains Railway Museum for a couple of runs 
down the line in their Vulcan Railcar Rm50 
(holder of the official NZ Rail speed record). 
From the end of the line we had a great view 
out to the snow covered Southern Alps Moun-
tains. The dinner was served in one of the con-
ference rooms at the Plains museum.  It was a 
great meal, and exceedingly good value at just 
$16. 
 
After waking up to a fine, but cool, day on 
Sunday (luckily no frost), more trains were run 
before we packed up and returned to Christ-
church at the end of a successful weekend. The 
organisers were reportedly very pleased with 
the public turnout and we may see another 
show held in the future. 

Trains on the Plains Show 

Trains on the stage  RM50 about to depart at the Plains Museum 
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Reprinted from the Wairarapa Modellers 

Matarawa Halt thanks to Ian Galbraith and 

John Robinson. 

 

On Sunday 22nd June 2008, four members of 
our club and four from the Wellington Garden 
Railway Group were involved in building a 
Garden Railway in a day for the TV pro-
gramme, “Mucking In”.   

 

We arrived on site at 8.00am, in light drizzle, 
to a bare piece of dirt.   

After taking some measurements, we went 
next door to prepare to the bend the track to 
shape.   

The lawn was marked 
out so that the track 
sections would fit the 
proposed site.   

The track base was es-
tablished while others 
laid the path and did 
the planting.  

After waiting for 
about an hour for this 
work to be completed 
we laid the track and 
wiring and had the 
railroad running by 
1:30pm.  The ballast is 
marble mulch. 

 

Bad weather came in around midday and the 
work was finished in steady rain 

The track is a kidney shaped oval with station 
building.. The train consists of a loco, an open 
highsider and caboose.  Control is via a Basic 
Train Engineer. The track, control and train 
were supplied by Macks Track. 

All this had to be carried out while being 
filmed, or waiting to be filmed.  The person for 
whom this was carried out has repaired and 
supplied toys etc to the community for a num-
ber of years. 

 

We have been advised that the programme will 
be screened as a Christmas Special on 21st De-
cember 2008. 

Mucking In - A Railroad in a Day 
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A small number of people turned out for the 
indoor meeting held at Phillip Cooke’s place. 
 
Items discussed: 
 
Next meeting is the Burwood School Show.  
Setup day is Saturday from 9am. Please bring 
track with you to build a floor layout on the 
stage (Glenn Watson’s track won’t be avail-
able).  Public day is Sunday 10am – 4pm. 
 
The Big Model Train Show (October) are tak-
ing bookings for the Saturday night meal. 
$15ea, limited to 70. First in gets it. If you 
want to go please contact Phillip Cooke asap.  
 
Ellersley flower show (chch) 11-15 March 
2009. Karl advises he can book a space for the 
club in the non-profit section providing there is 

a commitment from members to help build and 
run it during the week. He thinks 5 people 
should be enough in 2 hour shifts.  If you can 
help out, please contact Karl. 
 
Ellesmere Country Fair (Leeston, 4 & 5 April 
2009) We have received an invite to display in 
a lockable hall (size unknown) with power.  If 
you are available to take track / trains and set 
up or operate a floor display, please advise 
Phillip Cooke. Our response will be decided 
once we have an indication of numbers avail-
able to help. 
 
Phillip has given warning that he is going to 
sell his vintage truck, so we will need to find 
other methods to transport the club layout 
around soon. 

Christchurch Club News 
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 
G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 17th August: 

Burwood School Show 
New Brighton Road 

10am - 4pm 
Setup day: 9am Saturday 

 

Sunday 21st Sept: 

John Hamilton 
18 Ravensdale Rise 

Westmorland 
 

Club Contact: 
Christchurch Garden  
Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 
Chairman: Don Ellis  
ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

Club Contact: 
GROW:  Garden Railway  
Operators of Waikato! 
Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 17th August:  

Wayne Haste, Tawa  
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

to confirm details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson  
39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 

Wellington  5028 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Auckland: 
 

August: 

Tim and Rosemary Auld 
Kumeu 

Date to be announced later 
 

Club Contact: 
Auckland 45mm Gauge 
Model Railway Group 
C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 
Auckland 2102 
Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 
 

 
 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 2nd August: 

John Mayne 
16 Kitchner St, Hamilton 

 
 

Saturday 6th September: 

Raynor Johnston 
147 Osborne Road,  
Horsham Downs 

 

4 & 5 October: Big Model Train 
Show, Christchurch.  
 

22 & 23 November Rail Ex 2008, 
Kennel Club, Porirua, Wellington 

Other Events: 

7 & 8 March 2009 
NZ Garden Railway Convention 
Te Atatu South,  Auckland 
http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/
auckland2009.htm 

Dennis Lindsay’s San Juan parlour car complete with interior details 

Wanted 
 

Articles for the next 
newsletter! 
With all the winter 
weather someone must 
have been indoors build-
ing something. 
So how about sharing 
some ideas?  It doesn’t 
matter if your project is 
finished or not.  
 
Submissions can be sent 
to the editor at the ad-
dress listed above. 


