
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

December 2008 

     Earlier this year some members of the Wellington Garden Railway Group helped create this   
     garden with railway for the TV show “Mucking In”.         The programme is scheduled to be  
     screened as a Christmas Special on 21st December 2008.    So keep a look out for it.     More 
     photos were published in the August issue.                                        Photo by John Robinson. 



a fun afternoon at Murray Clarke’s in Carter-
ton. The railway is a real credit to Murray, he 
only started the project in January and getting 
a new railway up and running over the wet 
winter has taken some effort. 
 
The first thing that greets you is an impres-

sive trestle, curving and 
climbing then straighten-
ing before diving the track 
off into a natural tree tun-
nel. There is a smaller 
bridge out the other end, 
before passing what will 
be a cliff feature then the 
real special bit, the train 
goes under a waterfall.  
I know Murray’s had some 
fun getting this right, I’m 
glad he’s persevered with 
it, it’s great. From the wa-
terfall the line drops and 
curves down to pass a sta-
tion to complete the twisty 
figure 8’ish loop back un-
der the big trestle. 
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New Railway in Carterton  

By John Robinson 

 
How special is this, for the second month in a 
row the Wellington Garden Railway Group 
was invited to share the opening a new garden 
railway. So again in doubtful weather we set 
forth toward the unknown to be rewarded with 

 

The corner of Murray Clake’s garden.  A stream lined with rocks flows down from the mountains to the lawn.  

Charlie Collinson’s Bachmann Mogal travelling under the working waterfall  
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Another well thought out bit is a bypass loop 
from just before the big trestle to rejoin the 
mainline after the waterfall. Very handy for 
dealing with trains of different speeds, that’s if 
the signalman pays attention. 
Buildings dotted around the railway are ones 
from Colorado Model Structures (advertised in 
Garden Railways magazine) 
and they look to be pretty 
versatile, while basically 
American buildings with a 
bit of suitable tweaking and 
kit bashing they would fit a 
range of themes. 
 
We ran the usual sort of 
eclectic mix of visiting roll-
ing stock, my daughters’ 
doing me proud each run-
ning their own trains. But 
the one I liked the best was 
Murray’s own Piko Tarus 
loco, a natural choice for 
the European theme 
planned for his railway. 
This is the first time I’ve 

Another view of the waterfall (left) and gentle curved tracks running through the garden. 

 

seen one of the Piko loco’s running and I’m 
suitably impressed.  
Oh, but then there was the other loco I liked 
the best, Lloyd Dickens’ Lady Ann live 
steamie, but that doesn’t count cause I want 
one and I’m jealous. 
 

Murray’s Piko Tarus loco on the big trestle 
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The afternoon was a 
joint affair with the 
Wairarapa Railway 
Modellers, a nice bunch 
of people to have an af-
fair with. Unfortunately 
marginal conditions on 
the Rimutaka Hill keep 
most of the Wellington 
contingent at home but 
those that came found 
only light passing show-
ers which had no effect 
on the running. The Bar-
b-que was good too! 
However those that 
missed out need not de-
sapair, another visit is 
planned in December 
along with a couple of 
other railways. 
 
It’s really nice to see the 
growth in new railways 
in the catchment for our 
group, long may it con-
tinue. There are a few 
more pictures on G 
Scale Mad at http://
www.gscalemad.co.uk/
f o r um / i n d e x . p h p ?
showtopic=1401  

Photos: 
Top:  Murray (right) su-
pervising Ian Galbraith 
making a minor tweak 
to a track joint. 
 
Middle:  Lloyds live 
steam Lady Ann cross-
ing the trestle, which 
has the first piece of 
overhead centenary fit-
ted. 
 
Bottom:  Future plans 
for the station area; The 
base for the turntable 
and round house laid 
out  



Trains were set up on the garden railway, and 
left to run, in the rain, on auto pilot. Most ad-
journed to the garage to enjoy the delights on 
Gn15. 
 
Gavin was running Haywards Estate, and 
Pizza n' Beer, while Paul Napier brought 
along Silverpine, and Canal Wharf. also run-
ning was Will Vale's Z gauge layout in a suit-
case. Topping the evening off, John Robinson 
unveiled his 'Toby' tram engine (in G scale), 
a very nice piece of work. Pity about the 
weather, but plan B was certainly worth-
while, as all the layouts are going to Rail-Ex, 
and it was a good shakedown.  
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By Gavin Sowry 

Photos by John Robinson 

 
One of the highlights of the year, is the first 
Tuesday in November. No, not the Melbourne 
Cup, but the Annual Twilight Meet at Gavin 
Sowry's Taita Gorge Garden Railway. 
  
This meet is a combined meet for the Welling-
ton Garden Railway Group, and Wellington 
Area members of the NZ Model Railway 
Guild. 
 
After intensive preparation for a good nights 
running, right on cue, at 1730, it started to rain. 

Twilight Meet on the Taita Gorge Garden Railway 

Tram on the garden railway  

Paul Napier’s Silverpine Gn15 scale layout with old bushman’s hut. 

Gavin’s Haywards Estate Gn15 scale layout 
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By Henrik Dorbeck 

Photos by Michael Hilliar 

 

When we first moved into the current house 
my wife, Heather, very graciously offered me 
the vegetable garden area for my railway.  
It was an area 5m by 6m and fully fenced in. I 
had other ideas and said no that I was happy to 
use the whole backyard (an area 22m by 12m). 
Well I went out and built to my hearts content 
and after 6 years have recognized the folly of 
my ways and ripped up the line and moved 
(with tail between my legs but not admitting 

it – [the male way]) back to the vegetable gar-
den area.  
           
Talking to Dennis Lindsay one night, he re-
galed me with a style of track work I had never 
heard of- track spline. It is a series of planks 
spaced with small wooden blocks- glued and 
screwed. It is usually used on HO layouts.   
I though about it over many months and won-
dered if it worked indoors then why not out-
doors? I tried it out and after 18 months it was 
still working outside on the old layout. When I 
pulled it apart I kept the length of track spline 

for future use.  
          
The problem now was I had a 
whole pile of beautiful estab-
lished buxus plants and I could 
not bear to rip them up and re-
locate them in the forest area 
of the vege garden.  
What to do now you say? For 
once I stopped and thought 
things through- something I 
find hard to do (those who 
know me will confirm I am a 
creature of spontaneity). I usu-

Le Grande Vue Railway 

 

David Graham’s Bachman 45 tonner centre cab diesel with a rake of Bachmann side dump wagons. 

 

Colin Bache’s LGB Kof diesel shunter 



says and with a minimum of fuss assembles the 
offending inclines as well as showing real car-
pentry practices for fixing the other assembled 
pieces.  
 
He actually did a bit more than that and even 
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ally do a job once, 
then go off and do it 
again correctly!  
My idea was to 
build a layout above 
the trees. I was then 
able to keep the 
trees where they 
were and grow them 
up around the track- 
just trimming then 
around the line. 
Novel concept eh!! I 
started accumulat-
ing trellis slats from 
the local trellis man 
in Papakura for a 
good price and built 
a curve former and 
set about building as 
many curves as I 
needed.  
I found that with 
careful time management and work practices I 
could turn out one curve every 24 hours. 
            
Having accumulated all the galvanized brack-
ets, screws and tree stakes I needed, I set to 
and started setting out a figure of eight loop 
folded over onto it-
self.  
With the earnest 
help from Derek 
C oop e r ,  (who 
helped me come up 
with the concept) 
and was as passion-
ate as me with the 
idea, we set off 
starting to assemble 
the layout. 
We got to a stage 
where we were 
nearly ready to con-
nect the two levels 
but were stumped 
here- how do we do 
it?  
In steps Wayne 
Haste- carpenter/ 
modeler extraordi-
naire. Allow me he 

 

 

Wayne Haste (left) gives Henrik a hand to construct the ‘spline’ track base 

 

A happy moment as Hernik and Derek Cooper have just joined the last piece of track 
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came back for a second shot at the experience. 
In hindsight I should have paid greater atten-
tion to these percentage grades as I am paying 
the price of steep grades- that’s life.  
As I am a builder but not a runner of things I 
just use it occasionally for monthly meetings 
etc really.  
I had had a few trial runs with everything from 

electric to Derek’s 
live steamers and 
all have performed 
quite well. The 
smaller Austrian 
loco’s that I run 
struggle with the 
grades but I will 
now try to ease 
them as time goes 
on. 
          
The first major test 
came on 19th Octo-
ber, when I hosted 
the monthly meet-
ing at our place.  
Having had a wet 
week I was feeling 
rather stressed and 
worried it would 
continue along the 

same lines.  
All to no avail- it was beautifully fine. On the 
actual day we had over 45 people, husbands, 
wives and children- it was a blazing success. 
The layout performed admirably with both DC 
and DCC.  
We did find that some of the visiting 1:20.3 
locos had troubles fitting under the top level 

but coped very 
well with the 
grades. At the ac-
tual meeting we 
had a Bachmann 
big scale diesel of 
Robert and David 
which had trouble 
fitting under the 
track along with 
another Shay.  
We had mallet’s, 
White Pass diesels 
(to mention a few) 
along with Derek 
Cooper’s Ac-
cucraft Lyn loco 
form the Lynton 
& Barnstaple Rail-
way.  
This created the 
most interest as it 

 

Carl Busings’ Bachmann Heisler crosses above the buxus forest 

 

The first of three cabooses scratch built by Michael Hilliar and Dennis Lindsay 
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appears there are a lot more “closet” live 
steamers out there than we knew about- now 
we just have to convert them into live steam 
“owners”. I also found out there were more 
L&B interest people around.  
We have made the October meeting at my 
place a regular “Bring and Buy” which will 
continue and provide people with a source of 
regular source of goodies to populate other lay-
outs where they are needed. 
 
At the end of the day we flopped down into the 
chairs and analyzed what went good and what 
didn’t go good.  
The biggest drawback of the railway I think is 
the fact that the centre of it is inaccessible to 
most. I need to cut the splines to allow people 
into the middle. This is achievable but I have 
held off doing it because I needed to get my 
head around the problem. Done- tick the box.  
The next was the grades- these are harder to fix 
but now the line is operational I can fine tune 
things in the forthcoming summer.  
The last difficulty was the fact it is unable to 
run all scale’s of trains. It was built for LGB 
scale and sadly that is where it will stay- it 
does limit some larger scales but my 1:19 Brit-
ish outline models run on it and some of Bach- Colin Bache’s LGB military railway mallet from WW1 

mann’s 1:20.3 gear doesn’t.  
That is something I will have to live with un-
fortunately. Maybe I can start planning an ex-
tension to alleviate this and provide a longer 
circuit. Have to talk to the Clerk of Works 
about this possibility I think.  
We all had a good days running and I hope all 
enjoyed it.  
 
Finally I would like to thank all who attended 
and brought some goodies to eat. To my wife, 
Heather, and daughter, Rochelle, and the other 
ladies who assisted, who ran up and down the 

New members Jim and Charles Pike and grandchildren admiring Derek Cooper's live steamer Lyn 



This time round I decided to set up a tempo-
rary lawn railway, using both the MTS and 
analogue systems.  The day was slightly over-
cast, with all the usual crew on hand. 
Trains ran for most of the afternoon, with 
Grant bringing along a couple including his 
RCS controlled Rail truck constructed by him-
self. 
 

The day also was the first time 
that the diesel electric that I 
have been constructing was 
run.  The 4-stroke model aero-
plane engine is driving a brush 
motor acting as starter as well 
as generator to power the trac-
tion motors.  After several at-
tempts at getting the fuel mix-
ture correct, Andy, my father 
Clyde and I had it running on 
the bench in the workshop. 
With Grant on the video cam-
era we have proof that it actu-
ally runs.  I have since been 
working on the radio control, 
starting, acceleration for the en-
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By Stefan Lipsey  

 
November has come and another meeting for 
our local GROW group.  This time was at the 
railway with no name; well we are toying with 
the name of the “Ponderosa Railway”.  With a 
large swimming pool in the back yard it leaves 
space but for a simple point to point railway.   
 

The Ponderosa Railway 

Members of the Waikato GROW; John on manual point control, Andy, Clyde, and Grant. 

 

MOB passenger cars under construction  



Once again the day was finished of with light 
refreshment and discussions over a hot cuppa. 

The Garden Whistle - December 2008 

Page 11 

gine, both direction and speed control for the 
two motors. 
 
I have been construct-
ing three styrene MOB 
1st and 2nd class pas-
senger cars over the 
winter months.  The 
bodies are almost com-
plete ready for painting 
with the roofs being 
constructed using fi-
breglass resin.  On 
completing one, I’m 
not exactly happy with 
that method leaving 
too many bubbles so 
shall try another. 

Dean has made this master, which he is hoping to use to 
vacuum form ends for his NZR 88 seater twinset railcar  

The inner workings of Stefan’s diesel-electric BUDD railcar, powered by a 4 stoke model aeroplane engine 

Practical Garden Railways  
by Peter Jones  
published 2006 

 
Peter Jones is a well known English garden 
railway modeller, who has written over the 
years for Garden Rail, Railway Modeller and 
others in the UK, plus Garden Railway maga-
zine in the US (The intro is by Marc Horowitz) 
While obviously referring more to the English 
scene (live steam, 1 scale O scale, 16mm scale, 
32mm gauge etc) mention is made of the well 
known American and European G Scale all the 
well known makes familiar to us here. 

Book Review 

As well as track powered models, battery and 
live steam are also dealt with, along with radio 
control, and there is even a chapter on passen-
ger carrying garden railways. 
This book is full of useful hints and  tips re-
gardless of what you model, and the important 
point that comes through is that for garden rail-
ways there are no hard and fast rules, pretty 
well anything goes. 
This book is available at Christchurch Librar-
ies at Fendalton and Shirley. 
 
Review by Phillip Cooke. 

 



There is no confusion with the name, thanks to the mosaics work on some pavers made by Brenda. 

It has been two years since the club last visited, 
and I didn’t think much had changed on the 
railway since that time.  But comments re-
ceived from others seemed to suggest other-
wise.  Certainly the rest of the backyard has 
now been developed, and paths and seating 
have replaced the piles of bricks and other 

builders rubble that was scat-
tered around the site last time. 
 
The main addition to the rail-
way has been the water fea-
ture which is now completed 
and working, albeit with a 
small minor illusive leak.  A 
water wheel has also been 
added and was tested for the 
first time that day.  The water-
fall is powered by an old 
pump which came off a photo 
processing machine from my 
days in that trade.  As it is an 
indoor pump it is removed 
and stored in the garage when 
not being used. 19mm garden 
irrigation tubing with snap re-
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By Glen Anthony 
 
In contrast to the other meetings around the 
country, I am pleased to report that the Christ-
church club enjoyed a balmy 25 deg summer 
afternoon for their meet at my Rocky Creek 
Railway. 
 

Rocky Creek Railway 

 

The water wheel, with Neil’s Heisler heading past in the background 



The Garden Whistle - December 2008 

Page 13 

lease fittings 
makes the re-
moval job easy, 
while the size of 
the pipe delivers 
a good flow of 
water over the 
falls.  
 
To get a sub-
mersible water 
pump capable 
of a similar 
flow would cost 
the equivalent 
of a couple of G 
scale locos, so I 
put up with the 
inconvenience 
of having to set 
it up and prime 
it for the few 
days a year it gets used.   
 
The water cascades down through a series of 
pools (dropping 1.5 metres in height) to even-
tually fall into the bath at the bottom.  A full 
size bath from a house renovation was em-
ployed as the bottom pond and set into the 
ground.  This was chosen because it has a 
ready fitted plug and can be drained easily 
when not in use, and also sealed water tight 
when required.  
The sides of the 
bath have been 
coated with 
“ K i w i 
P o l y k o t e ” , 
which is a lo-
cally produced 
concreted based 
product de-
signed for thea-
tre set construc-
tion.  
 
The manufac-
turer assured me 
that it would 
stick to any-
thing, even slip-
pery vertical 

surfaces of a bath, and they were correct!  Be-
ing a cement based product, I was able to col-
our it with yellow, orange and brown oxides to 
blend in with the surrounding rocks. 
 
The railway is a large figure 8 shape laid out 
on a 15m x 5m plot.  The design called for hills 
to form a high backdrop in the middle, and 
break up the scene into a number of smaller 
viewing ‘windows’. Thus you cannot stand 

 

 

The station yard had a variety of different trains pass through during the afternoon 

Don’s Stainz crossing the big viaduct, which was based on the Otago Central Branch Line 



The recipe for building 
Rocky Creek, was lots of 
rocks! We started out with 
ten tons of large rock deliv-
ered from a local quarry, 
and employed a small dig-
ger for a day to move and 
place them in the back 
yard.   
 
After lots of shoveling dirt, 
the railway shape was de-
fined and lots of smaller 
grey rocks were cemented 
into retaining walls over a 
period of months. 
 

 The track plan is a simple 
figure 8, with the line 
crossing over itself on a 
bridge.  There is just one 
station yard, with three 
loops.  This is enough to 
satisfy my normal running 
requirements.   
 

The yard also has one siding which was laid 
for an engine shed, although the flowers have 
since claimed most of it. Other station build-
ings also adorn the line. These were con-
structed a number of years ago as a cheap way 

of getting started in G 
scale, and as they are not 
water proof they get taken 
indoors after running.  
 

Originally I had plans for 
other buildings around the 
line, and started building 
some houses.  However 
now the flowers, plants and 
creepers have become es-
tablished (and look so 
good), plans for any new 
buildings have been put on 
the back-burner. 
 

We deliberately let the 
plants get into an over-
grown state, which both 
gives a “wild west coast 
bush” look, and swamps 
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anywhere and see the whole line; you have to 
walk around and ‘discover’ each section.  
From here you can witness a train appear travel 
past and disappear again, just as in real life.  
 

 

 

John L’s LGB loco coasts down hill out of one of the Hebel tunnel mouths 

Graeme’s Bachmann bigger hauler rounds a corner out of the gorge 
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out most of the weeds. 
 
In one place I am letting 
the Thyme creeper grow 
around the sleepers, so 
only the rails are visible to 
try and achieve the look of 
a really neglected line.  The 
rest of the railway has a di-
viding section between the 
ballast and the garden (a 
good idea I picked up from 
Trevor Stewart). Trevor 
used tin, but I have used 
“corflute” (a corrugated 
plastic used for real estate 
signs).  This stops the bal-
last disappearing into the 
garden, and stops the plant 
roots getting into the bal-
last. It makes pruning easy 
as I can just cutting along 
the edge of the plastic. 
 
New member Lew Henry 
brought along some colour 
light signals he is building.  
Being a sheet metal worker 
by trade, of course they 
were all metal construction, 
and he has made a superb 
job of joining all the small 
parts on the ladders. 
 
Over 25 members came 
along during the afternoon 
and thankfully quite a few 
turned up with trains, so a 
good variety of consists 
were run. 
 
There are some more pho-
tos on G Scale Mad: 
http://www.gscalemad.co.
u k / f o r um / i n d e x . p hp ?
showtopic=135&st=47 
 
And some short video can 
be found at: 
http://www.trainweb.org/
nzgr/CGRS.html 

 

Crossing the Wairapata viaduct, a 1930 relic from Frank Roberts 

Andrew’s USA trains loco with a short consist 

A Heisler, Climax and Model T Ford railcar meet at the station 
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For Sale 2 

Nearly all items are new and have not been taken out of 
their original boxes. 
 
 

ARISTO CRAFT 

1 60011 Punching Patrica – Conductor $10 
1 60003 Brakeman Bob— $10  
1 60015 Mr O’Brien – Station Master $10 
1 Man in Blue Bib Overalls $10 

BACHMANN 

1 97491 “Jackson Sharp” – Full Baggage “C & S” $100 
1 97291 “ “ Coach #26 “ $100 
2 97 “ “ “ #75 “ $100ea 
1 97 “ “ Observation #911 ‘ $100 
1 “M O W” Water Service Tank Car #107 Special $80 
(Bay Area Garden Railway Convention Car 1998) 
1 92313 Station Agent $10 
1 92311 Conductor— $10 

L G B 

LGB LOCO 
1 2028D Mogul 2-6-0 No sound DSP&PRR $950 
(brand new, test run only on circle of track) 
LGB WAGONS 
1 42590 Classic Cars Auto- Transporter $235 
1 43590 Beetle Express “ “ $215 
1 45590 Ford Pick-Ups “ “ $200 
1 3284/0 Baggage DSP&PRR $130 
1 45673 Box Car C & S $145 
LGB CABOOSE 
1 42653 Bobber Caboose S. V. $150 
2 43655 Bobber “ C & S #1009 $150ea 
LGB FLAT CARS 
2 4269/0 4x Axle Flat Car $90ea 
LGB PASSENGER CARS 
2 3180 Passenger Car DSP&PRR $225ea 
1 3181 “ Combine “ & “ $225 
LGB REEFERS 
1 42720 C & S $160 

1 4074-B0 2 “Tiffany” DSP &PRR $145 
1 4074-Z0 2 “Schlitz” $145 
1 4074 “Pabst Beer $145 
1 4072 “Milwaukee Beer” Miller High Life $180 
LGB TANK CARS 
2 4080 Single Dome CONOCO $180ea 
1 4080-Y02 “ “ GRAMPS $180 
LGB ELECTRICAL 
2 17010 Loco Magnet $10ea 
3 68332 American Lantern sets $25ea 
1 68334 Light Socket Adaptor (Round connector to Flat 
$10 connector) 
LGB FIGURES 
1 50208 USA Figures $30 
LGB TRACK ETC 
1 10010 Track Planing Template (New, never been 
used) $45 
1 10020 Rerailer(new) $15 
2 10260 Plastic Rail Joiners $10ea/pk (aristocraft) 

U. S. A. TRAINS 

1 R16045 Wood Reefer “C & S” #1056 $75.00 
1 R16088 “C & S” #598 $125.00 
All above are the “American Series” Narrow Gauge 

CARS & FIGURES 

2 #SS7722 1932 Ford Coupe 3 Window $75 
1 146 Man c/w Double base Violin “Just Plain Folks” 
$18 
1 Man with Barrel $18 

Miscellaneous Items. 

1 Scale Card (Pocket Size) 1:22.5 Figure Card $10 
10 Hardcover Binders – Green c/w Gold Lettering $10ea 
“Garden Railways” 
Assorted Books on Large Scale Model Railroading $5ea 

Aristocraft: 
1 x re-railer/isolator track  $20 
1 x small radius LH point $40  
1 x small radius RH point $40  
1x Little Critter “Napa Valley” loco. $120 
 
Lionel small radius points (yellow sleepers): 
1 x LH point $20 
1 x RH point $20 
 
1 Emek logging truck and trailer $35-$40 
Phone Brenda Sherstone.  
Christchurch: (03)  981 0261. 

For Sale 1 

Contact: Don Grenside, 156 Mill Road, OTAKI 5512 
Ph/Fax 06 364 7597 
Email: grenside@clear.net.nz 
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3rd NZ Garden Railway Convention  
Tirimoana School Hall, Te Atatu South 

Waitakere  
7 – 8 March 2008 

 
 

 

3rd ANNUAL  

NEW ZEALAND GARDEN RAILWAY CONVENTION 

NEWS UPDATE #1 
 
 
 

As announced in our last flyer the Auckland Garden Railway Group will be hosting the 3rd annual Garden 
Railway Convention at the Tirimoana School Hall over the weekend of 7 and 8 March 2009.This is a great 
venue being a large modern school hall with ample parking, not far from the North-western motorway and 
close to the Henderson and New Lynn shopping centres. 
 
The format of this years convention will follow that established by the Wellington Group who hosted the 
first two national conventions. We will be based at the Tirimoana School hall where we will run the clinics 
and presentations. We will also have two tracks (DC and DCC) set up there for running your trains plus we 
will be having gravity vehicle races as well. 
 
Registration will be from 8.00 a.m. on Saturday 8 March 2009 and the formal programme will commence at 
9.00 a.m. when we will have a fun rail quiz followed by the gravity vehicle races. We will have morning tea 
which will be followed by several clinics/ workshops. Lunch will be provided at the hall before we depart 
in groups to visit four local layouts. The day will end with a group dinner at the popular Bricklane Restau-
rant and Bar, 5 Clarke St New Lynn. 
 
The following day we will again meet at the hall before departing to visit three or four other layouts in the 
south of Auckland. We will return to the Hall for Lunch followed by some more presentations. In the after-
noon we will be visited by some of the local model railway and hobby supply retailers to give you the op-
portunity to purchase more rolling stock or supplies. 
 
Peter Lucas from Australia has confirmed that he will be attending again and he will make another couple 
of presentations along the successful format he did last year. Our local bonsai expert Robert Langholm has 
also confirmed that he will be available for a clinic on using bonsai techniques on your railways.  Any oth-
ers who wish to assist in the running of a clinic could they please contact the organising committee thanks.  
 
Due to the rising costs of everything generally the registration this year will be set at $95-00 and $44 for 
partners or extra guests at the Saturday dinner.  This price includes the morning/afternoon teas, lunches on 
both days and the Saturday evening dinner. We are attempting to gain some sponsorship to ease the cost to 
convention attendees. Local accommodation details will be available in the next update.  
 
We are looking at a Saturday partner’s tour to visit the shops at Sylvia Park or Dressmart Onehunga if there 
is enough interest so please let us know if your partner would like to participate on the tour. Don’t forget 
that  
there will be a trading table and a display area at the venue so bring along all your unwanted treasures to 
sell 
 
To register your interest please email to AuckCon2009@vodafone.co.nz or write to Garden Railway Con-
vention 2009 C/-14 Milwaukee Place, Glendene, Waitakere 0602 or ring Robert on 09 836 0900.  
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 
G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 7th December: 

Karl & Alison Arnesen 
460a Marine Parade 

South Brighton 
11:30am  -  4pm 

Xmas (lunchtime) BBQ 

 
Sunday 18th January: 

Ross & Gloria Fraser 

 
Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis  
ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

11 O'Neill Street, Hamilton 
 

Club Contact: 
GROW:  Garden Railway  
Operators of Waikato! 

Grant Alexander,  
PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  

Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 
 
 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 7th December:  
Visit to three Wairarapa Garden 

Railways: 
Murray Clarke in Carterton,  

Lee & Christine Collett  
in Carterton,  

then on to Ian & Ann Galbraith 
in Masterton for trains and Bar-

B-Que. 
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

for more details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, 

Tawa, Wellington  5028 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 14th December: 

Grant and Donna Alexander 
1863 Hamilton Road,  

Cambridge.  
Left hand side, about 2km past the 
Palmers Garden Centre on the way 
from Hamilton to Cambridge.  
10 am to 4 pm. Please bring some-
thing towards a "shared" lunch. 

 
Sunday 18th January: 

Ken and Liz MacDiarmid 
 

Club Contact: 
Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway 

Group. C/- Michael Hilliar 
22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266 4745  
hilliar@internet.co.nz 

 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 6th December: 
Andy Whyman,  

399 Matangi Road, Matangi 

 

Saturday 7th February: 
David Petchey,  

7 & 8 March 2009, NZ Garden 
Railway Convention, Te Atatu 
South,  Auckland. http://www.
culcreuchfold.org.nz/
auckland2009.htm 
Email: Auck-
Con2009@vodafone.co.nz 

Other Events: 

Left:  Another in the series from 
Raynor Johnston in Hamilton 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
from the editor 

 

Wishing you a happy and safe 

Christmas holiday. 

 

May Santa bring you lots of 

trains. 

 

And don’t forget to take photos 

of any holiday projects you 

build so you can share them 

with the rest of us next year. 


