
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

January 2008 

Rob Wilson’s scratch built log hauler crosses a trestle on Karl Arnesen’s Jessie Falls Railroad.   Photo: Glen Anthony. 



gether the buildings for our lay-out which were 

Piko and Pola kits supplied to us by Lokshop 

in Germany.  

We are now in the process of ordering figures 

(Preiser).   The first figure we obtained was the 

Pope and we have him standing in the doorway 

of the Chapel.    We also have two hunters - 

the deer will come one day! 

 

We have planted a number of groundcover 

plants includ-

ing thyme and 

pratia as well 

as succulents.    

Our trees are 

English minia-

ture Box and a 

miniature New 

Z e a l a n d 

manuka.     

As our railway 

is called the 

"R o s e b r o o k 

Railway" we 

have planted 

quite a few 

miniature roses 

in the lay-out. 

We have some 

regular roses 

planted along 
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The Rosebrook Railway 

Some of the ground covers and small plants which adorn the line. 

 

A log train crests the summit of the line.  The tunnel mouth is a Noch product. 

By Lee & Christine Collett  

Photos by John Robinson. 

 

We began our garden railway in October 2006.     

Since then we have had four truckloads of top-

soil spread over a period time which suited the 

contractor who supplied the soil when he was 

doing work in Carterton. 

 

During the year we have bought and put to-

 The siding at one end of  the railway.  
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the fence line 

beside the lay-

out and over an 

archway which 

leads into the 

area of the 

" R o s e b r o o k 

Railway". 

 

On Sunday 2nd 

December we 

had members 

from the Wel-

lington Garden 

Railway group 

come to visit 

the railway.   

This was the 

first time we 

had displayed 

our lay-out to the public. Eighteen members 

came and it was a most enjoyable afternoon. 

 

Over the Christmas holidays we will be spend-

ing time finishing off the waterfall.   We will 

be collecting a few more rocks from the Waio-

hine Gorge. 

 

We have bought a Pola watermill which we 

have placed at the bottom of the waterfall.    

We are building a chute from the waterfall to 

the mill and this will turn the wheel. 

 

The pond at the bottom of the 

waterfall will have water-lilies 

and a few goldfish. 

 

 

Milking the cows 

Roses on the fence tie in with the name of the railway 

Climbing the grade through rocks from the Waiohine Gorge 



 Rob Wilson’s new loco 
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months to get the last of the fill, topsoil and 

planting in place around the sheet-metal trough 

system that Lee designed to support the track 

bed.  

The railway, I think you'll agree, has come up 

wonderfully, it's location around a big mature 

tree means it's an ideal place to watch trains on 

a hot Carterton afternoon. Lee and Christine 

have incorporated lots of little cameo scenes, 

one of my favourite scenes features a cobbler 

and alongside a cow being milked infront of 

low relief buildings.  

They are running track power DC, with most 

of the trains running having LGB sound units 

fitted. The track plan allows a decent run in a 

moderate sized space. Apparently this is just a 

primer railway for another bigger one to be 

built behind and alongside the house in the fu-

ture. 

 

After being exceedingly well feed by Chris-

tine, the 20 or so of us present headed further 

northeast to Masterton to Lloyd Dickens' rail-

way. Another pretty new railway, like the Col-

lett's, this being his first time hosting a group. 

He's got a pretty extensive run laid out around 

a pond and tunnelling under a lovely tree can-

opy, neat idea, along with a mountain creek 

running thorough the railway. 

Wairarapa Wanderings 

Lloyd Dickens steaming his Lady Ann  

Murray Bold’s scratch built NZR Standard railcar and Lloyd’s brothers radio controlled Heisler.    

By John Robinson 

"Go East Young Man, there is a brave new 

frontier over those mountains", well sort of. 

On the Sunday 2nd of December the Welling-

ton Garden Railway Group had it's best run-

ning afternoon yet, taking in three railways 

east of "the Hill" (the Rimutaka's). 

 

First up we visited Lee and Christine Collett's 

Rosebrook Railway. They've been working on 

their railway fairly hard over the last couple of 
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 On arrival his brother was running 

a battery powered Heisler hauling 

scratch built log bogies. Lloyd was 

firing up his radio controlled live 

steam Lady Ann which, after he 

got it out an running on the 

mainline, I was privileged enough 

to take over driving. Well okay I 

didn't exactly get it right straight 

away but was getting the hang of it 

as it run out of gas.  

 

Next up his Accu-Craft live steam 

Shay came out to much discussion 

about value settings and cut-off 

position. To dispel the myth that 

you can't run both life steam and 

track power trains, some track gear 

ventured out, including two visiting trams. 

Lloyd uses air operated point "motors", all 

agreed that are rather good. 

 

And to end the day it was out into the country-

side on the outskirts of Masterton for more 

running on Ian & Ann Galbraith's Culcreuch 

Fold Garden Railway and a bar-b-que tea for 

those who were able to stay on.  

Ian's done some tweaking to the existing parts 

of the railway and plans for the next extension 

well underway. The station has a new wooden 

station platform edge and "gas" lanterns which 

finish the scene off nicely.  

 

Lloyds Accurcaft Shay puts on a good smoke display 

Tram heading for the deep cutting  A natural ‘tree’ tunnel  

Only a faint waft of steam from the Lady Ann   
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We had a wee power supply problem, but after 

some quick magic Ian was able to get things 

back underway, not sure if me being at the 

controls had anything to do with it, opps.  

Again another railway developing nicely, with 

the visiting trams coming out to play along 

with Ian's own trains, and that visiting Dubs A 

yet again! It was pretty late by the time our 

family got away, H&M being asleep almost 

before we got out the gate. 

 

Absolutely a great day thanks to three neat rail-

ways, excellent hosts, and our best turnout of 

group members. 

 

You'll find some more pictures on the excellent 

G Scale Mad web forum at this topic http://

www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.php?

s h o w t o p i c = 1 0 6 6 1 & h l =  

and with on the group's new 

web presence http://www.

culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

(thanks to Ian) you'll find some 

videos on the You Tube Video 

page. 

 

Trains waiting at Ian Galbraith’s Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 

Looking down one leg of the railway  

Crossing a truss bridge that Wayne Haste built  Boulder Station  



Ken Macdairmid reports on the December 

2007 meeting in Auckland.  

Photos by Michael Hilliar  

 

Rosemeri and Alf Williams were our gracious 

hosts as usual for the final get-together for the 

Auckland year, and for this occasion we al-

ways come from far and wide to enjoy the gar-

den and Alf's amazing layout.  

 

We did not let our 

hosts down this 

time - there were 

about 40 of us in 

attendance with a 

wide variety of 

locos and rolling 

stock to display.  

 

The quirky one 

first!!  I always ad-

mire the inventive 

efforts of the 

younger members. 

It speaks well for 

the future of a 

group such as ours.  

David Graham had a scratch built version of 

the maintenance road/rail vehicle commonly 

seen following Henrik through the Western 

suburbs during the track duplication, (Though I 

never managed to see how the rail wheels were 

retracted and the road tyres took over.) But 

David's one, in spite of its trip to the pond, is a 

very neat model.   
 

Continued... 
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Alf and Rosies Meeting 

Allan Smith’s NZR J class engine with a work train rounds the mountain 

A magnificent garden railway scene showing the well established plants and ground covers 



models.  Colin Bache's 1.22.5 LGB/ASTER 

K28, a magnificent beast - very wide for the 

clearances on Alf's track and requiring some 

earthworks to get it through.  

 

It was good to see old friends John and Anna 

Vogels, and Joy Oliver.   

 

Greetings to new member John Mayne who 
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A train arrives at Spotswood Station, named after the station north of Chch where Alf regularly camped as a child    

Alf retrieving David Graham’s hyrail after it went for a swim  

Joy Oliver's large grandson turned up with a 

wacky neat forklift truck, battery operated, 

complete with pallet.  It is around the right size 

for our range of scales, though probably a bit 

big for 1:32!  Matthew, please let us know for 

inclusion in a newsletter, where you got it.  

 

It was good to see Bert's NZR 1:24 stock on 

the rails again, and Allan Smith's beautiful 

The all working radio controlled forklift  
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Above: Colin Bache’s Lgb/Aster D&RGW K28 

heading through a concrete rock cutting and 

  across a trestle. 

 

 

Left: Michael Hilliar’s almost complete Hunslet  

7/8 scale loco with a train of hopper wagons  

rounds the hillside. 

traveled up from Ham-

ilton.  

 

Our appreciation for 

Mike's generous offer 

to chair the Group 

again this year - not 

that the poor guy had 

much option! 

 

And last but no way 

least, I missed out on a 

piece of Alf and 

Rosie's 50th anniver-

sary cake!! 

By Grant Alexander  

A good evening at David's place last month, a 

great little railway with three live steamers 

making their way around as well as two battery 

powered trains.  

A busy time on the track, handy to have the 

"cut-off" to run slower trains into whilst others 

circulated.  

 

We got to see Andy's steam powered railbus 

again, and what a great performer it is. Circu-

lating faultlessly with it's paired oscillators 

wobbling frantically under the rear driving that 

single rear axle.  

Sorry, no photo's this month, perhaps we can 

do better next time.  

 

Speaking of next time, we are having a break 

here in the Waikato in January and our next 

meeting is on 1st Feb at the home of John 

Mayne, a new member.  

John says he already has 70 feet of track down 

so this is promising to be another fun gather-

ing.  

 

For further information of this and future 

events, please contact the GROW members di-

rectly or contact me (details on the back page). 

Please allow me the opportunity to wish every-

one a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year.  

Hamilton Happenings with GROW 
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Jigger Work Train 

Text and Photos by David Graham. 

Recently I decided to build a work train be-

cause in the past I have built a passenger jigger 

but not a work train.  

A work train was longer so would look more 

impressive going around the tracks and was 

more common than just a passenger jigger.  

I made the whole thing from my prior knowl-

edge of jiggers and from what I visualised it 

should look like.  

 

It is made up mostly of balsa wood and styrene 

as this is easy to use because it will cut easily. 

It is held together with hot glue which I can 

run beads of glue along the joints and dries 

very quickly so I do not have to worry about 

clamping it together.   

 

I went with battery power mainly because 

more and more meetings are DCC 

as I, being only 14 and not having 

an income to afford to put a DCC 

chip in it, but still wanting to be 

able to run my trains at meetings.  

So I found the right amount of 

AA batteries to use to make it run 

at the right speed and used them.  

I use 8 AA 2000mAh NiMh 1.2v 

rechargeable batteries. They give 

around 20-35 minutes running 

time depending on if it is pulling 

the carriages and on the grade of 

the track.  

These power an LGB motor 

which has worm gears either end 

of the shaft. They are connected 

to a large gear on the wheels.  

 

The train heads off to the next work site. 
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Although this doesn’t give much 

speed it gives lots of power and 

with the weight of the batteries 

and all 4 wheels powered it can 

go up steep grades with out slip-

ping.  

 

I built the frame out of scrap 

aluminium square section tubing 

which holds the wheels and mo-

tor.  

The frame had been built about 

6 months before I had an idea on 

what to use it for.  

All wheels are LGB plastic 

wheels which we had from when 

plastic wheels were changed over to metal 

wheels.  

The carriage wheels are mounted with a strip 

of plastic that has been heated and bent into a 

“U” shape that has a hole drilled through each 

end.  

Since these are only small carriages and do not 

have much weight on them I have no problems 

with this system of holding the wheels. 

  

The whole thing was finished of by spray 

painting it as balsa wood does not look very 

nice when painted by hand and it is easier to 

get into enclosed places with 

spray paint.  

In all I have enjoyed this project 

and I am now left to make loads 

for the tie carts.   
 

 

 

Under side of the tie carts 

 

The crane was built from photos of a Fairmont Derrick Crane 

The drive mechanism of the power car 

David with the train. Photo by Michael Hilliar 



By Glen Anthony 

The December meeting in Christchurch was 

hosted by Karl and Alison Arnesen at their 

large Mt Catt and Jessie Falls Railroad.   

It is the largest of our members garden rail-

roads, and the large setting makes a fabulous 

venue for an end of year BBQ.  

One end of the railroad is over 10 years old, 

and even the 

latest addition 

has been there 

for a number of 

years now. 
 

The railroad 

contains a di-

verse range of 

bridges, ponds, 

concrete moun-

tains, garden, 

a n d  t o w n 

scenes.  
 

The gardens are 

wel l  es tab-

lished, and the 

waist high tres-

tle bridges, 

which once 

towered well 

above the plants 
continued... 
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The Mt Catt and Jessie Falls Railroad 

Karl’s hopper train heads into the town of Jessie Falls with the main street lined with cars, buildings and people 

Jonathon's train crosses one of the bridges in the Jessie Falls gorge   
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Top Left: Graeme Moar’s Delton 

rail truck by the lake while the 

driver has a quick game of chess. 

 

Top Right: Rob Wilson’s 

“Harold” at Mt Catt Station. 

 

Right: Some impression of the 

size of the railroad can be gained 

by this view taken at one end. 

 

Bottom left: The Brakeman at the 

rear of Rob’s train as it heads 

through a rock cutting. 

 

Bottom Right: Glen Anthony’s 

NZR train crossing the viaduct.   



below, now barely 

clear them in places. 
 

When it comes to 

getting a few photos 

for the newsletter, 

there are so many 

delightful scenes 

waiting to be cap-

tured, sometimes it 

is hard to know 

where to start. And 

the results would 

surely compare with 

some of the best gar-

den railroads in the 

USA. 
 

Luckily this year the 

weather for the BBQ 

was nice and the 

shade tent became a popular place to be.   

It was a very enjoyable day and there was a 

good turnout of members. 
 

Karl’s rake of Pennsylvania hoppers got a 

good workout by a range of visiting locos.  

The Garden Whistle - January 2008 

Page 14 

 

Trevor’s Pennsylvania at the head of Karls set of matching hopper wagons 

There were also some log trains, an old Del-

ton rail-truck, some NZR and various other 

miscellaneous delights to be seen during the 

afternoon. 

 

As always, a great day at Karl & Alison’s. 

Graeme Moar’s “Little River Lumber Co” running tender first brings a log train into Mt Catt, under Graeme Bright’s footbridge   
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All Metal Footbridge 

Graeme Bright has 

provided these pho-

tos of the footbridge 

he has recently made 

(seen here on his 

temporary lawn rail-

way). 

 

The square mesh 

hand rails are made 

from strips of 90 deg 

reinforcing used on 

corners of jib sheets 

in house walls. 

 

There is also a ver-

sion available with 

round holes, so make 

sure you get the right 

one from the hard-

ware shop. 

 

This strip comes al-

ready galvanised, 

and as Graeme is a 

sheet metal worker, 

he managed to find 

more suitable to tin 

to complete the rest 

of the structure.   

 

The pieces have 

been spot welded 

and soldered to-

gether. 

G Scale Mini Convention  

A provisional programme is now available for 

the forth-coming mini convention to be held in 

Wellington on 15 & 16 March. 

  

This has been emailed to each group co-

ordinator for distribution.  You can also get it 

direct from the website: 

www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

The convention will follow a similar format to 

the very successful one held last year. 

This year it will be based at the Tawa RSA, 

with off site layout tours and other visits. 

  

To register your interest, or make further in-

quiries please contact Ian Galbraith: email:
peninsok@culcreuchfold.org.nz. or Ph 06 377 3603 
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 

G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 20th January: 
-(note the change of date)- 

Ken and Liz Macdairmid 

10 Savoy Road, 

Glen Eden.  

818-7474 

2pm - 4pm wet or fine. 

 
 

 

Sunday 24th February: 

Derek & June Lane  

Forrest Hill 
 

 

Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge 

Model Railway Group 

C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 

Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 20th January: 

Andrew Hamers. 

 287 Hendersons Road. 

Hoon Hay. 

 

9 & 10th February: 

Hokitika Model Show 

Jim Staton,  

Hokitika. 
 

Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden  

Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

 

Other Events: 
 

15 & 16 March: 

Wellington G Scale Mini  

Convention.  Tawa RSA  
(get in and book the cheap  

air fares now!)  

Waikato: 
 

(no meeting in January).  

Friday 1st February: 

John Mayne, 

Hamilton 
Club Contact: 

GROW:  Garden Railway  

Operators of Waikato! 

Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  

Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 13th January: 

Brian & Fiona Russell's  

Linden Railway 
Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

for more details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson  

39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 

Wellington  5028 

Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 


