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July 2008 

Dan Hughes train crossing the concrete viaduct on Colin Burleigh’s Holmesleigh Park Railway 

in Paraparaumu. The tunnel is an old pressed steel fireplace                  Photo: John Robinson. 



noons in the winter, but the Kapiti Coast does 

boast better weather than Wellington and it 

lived up to it’s reputation thankfully, if a little 

cool. 

 

When I arrived 

running was al-

ready well un-

derway, with 

Colin, ably as-

sisted by Derek 

Townsend, giv-

ing the visiting 

trains a free 

reign.  The 

H o l m e s l e i g h 

Park Railway is 

designed to run 

live steam as 

well as track 

power and has 

two circuits.  A 

longer outer cir-

cuit with gentle 

grades and a 

shorter inner cir-

cuit with a rather 

nea t  sp i r a l .  
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Holmesleigh Park Railway 

By John Robinson 

 

Colin Burleigh’s Holmesleigh Park Railway is 

sited in a park like setting on the Kapiti Coast 

and was the ideal venue for the Wellington 

Garden Railway Group’s June running after-

noon.  Always a risk attempting running after-

David Leith’s Swiss loco looks right at home crossing the arch viaduct. 

 

Colin’s Roundhouse “Lady Anne” during the railway opening in April 2006  
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From the station area 

where the two loops 

run parallel there is a 

spur into a custom 

built sunken steam-

ing bay.  We ran all 

sorts of stuff from 

Murray Bold’s little 

jigger and Ian 

Galbraith’s speeder, 

through to a cracker 

Swiss train of David 

Leith.  The concrete 

viaduct on the outer 

circuit in particular 

was a popular place 

for train watching. 

 

Ah, best mention the 

food, umm cream 

scones, thanks Adri-

enne.  And what do 

you pass through on 

the way to the yummy edible stuff but a verita-

ble feast of models and collectables in Colin & 

Adrienne’s private museum.  There is railway 

equipment in various scales, heaps of various 

Mamod stationary steam engines, traction en-

gine models, general railway memorabilia, 

cameras, dolls and oh all those lovely “G 

scale” live steamers.  (Yes I’ve done the risky 

thing of writing “G scale”. Said as a generic 

 

Murray Bold’s Jigger crossing one of the bridges 

term, you know what I mean!) 

 

I had hoped we’d have run more of Colin’s 

live steamies, but the afternoon flew past as we 

enjoyed the track power running and conversa-

tion so it was late in the day before I badgered 

him to run some for us.  Appropriately a Ma-

mod was pressed into service but another loco, 

which shall remain nameless (cause I’ve forgot 

The railway is laid out in a generous park like setting 



 

As usual you can find more pictures on G 

Scale Mad at http://www.gscalemad.co.uk/

forum/index.php?showtopic=13859  

 

Thanks again to our hosts and thanks to all 

who visited, it was one of our best turn outs 

this year. 
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it) didn’t want to co-operate, so that has left the 

perfect excuse to just have to revisit. 

 

Overall the railway ran well, even if we did 

push Colin’s power pack to it’s limit.  It’s been 

two years since the group attended Colin’s of-

ficial opening, best we don’t leave it so long to 

visit again. 

John’s Dubs A passes in the foreground while Colin’s live steam Mamod heads across the bridge on the other line 

Colin’s traction engine in his museum David’s loco in the setting sun. 

 



The Garden Whistle - July 2008 

Page 5 

By Raynor Johnston, Hamilton 

 

Well we finally got underway on time but a few 

folk had the dates wrong, two arriving the weekend 

before hand, and another at the party on the Satur-

day. 

 

The weather was really great but I must say that the 

autumn leaf fall caused me to have to vacuum the 

line 3 times on the last two days before the meet.  

In the end all the Waikato folk joined us 

and we had a repeat of our battery on 

board train and live steam activities that 

we have been enjoying this last summer 

out here.  

 

The pictures that I have included show in 

particular Geoff Hallam's live steamer 

with a rake of simple 4 wheel Hartland 

slate and tip wagons. She had no trouble 

hauling this train around the various 

grades that my railway contains.  

The twin unit (battery on board ) diesel 

RDCs ran most of the afternoon on and off 

sharing with the lives steamers.  

 

All in all we had an enjoyable few hours 

out on the track. The lunch and afternoon 

tea was as usual enjoyed by all.  

I must say that I will have to get some 

more track completed with a number of 

additional points to give some variety but 

that will have to wait for next spring. 

Ben-Rachel Railway 

Stephan and Raynor’s Budd RDC’s. Both were powered by a single Gell cel 

Raynor’s track maintenance wagon  in front with popsicle stick deck. 

 

Geoff Hallams’s live steam loco 

A live steam railbus made by 

Andy Whyman. It is manually 

controlled at this point may get R/

C added later 
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Wayne Haste’s Wagons 

NZR M class low side wagon NZR L class high side wagon 

NZR K class box wagon 

Train load of NZR wagons waiting for the paint shop OBB luggage van built for Henrik in Auckland  

NZR Ea wagon (currently for sale at Mack’s Track) 
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Wayne Haste sent these pictures of wagons he has built over the last few months 

American works car (free lance) Another view showing deck details 

Train of German wagons   A works train with crane 

Gw wagon from the Sudhrz-Eisenbahn (East Germany) Gw box wagon that ran on the Spreewald-bahn 
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By Grant Alexander 

Photos by Paul Milner 

 

Another great weekend at Cambridge. A fan-

tastic day on Saturday with just a little overcast 

weather around lunchtime, and followed by a 

very gloomy day on Sunday, but fantastic 

steam plumes, especially on Sunday between 

the rain.  

 

We had visitors from Auckland, New Ply-

mouth, Tauranga, Hamilton, and even from 

Cambridge, in fact both 7¼" gauge live steam-

ers running on Saturday were all the way from 

Cambridge, and we didn't even light our one 

up till Sunday. It is always good to see visiting 

G scale steamers running here, and we were 

privileged to have a brand 

new Ruby having it's 

christening here following 

nearly 4 years in the 

build. I think Andrew was 

a very proud Dad, and his 

Ruby performed ex-

tremely well. John had his 

Merlin down from Auck-

land and it too performed 

perfectly, much to Johns 

relief following a couple 

of aborted previous runs. 

Our Prairie ran as well as 

ever, and at one stage was 

seen to be hauling 10 pas-

senger cars and an odd lit-

tle green 4 wheeled van. 

Also on show were a cou-

ple of battery electric 

loco's with Paul's green monster completing 

laps in under (just) 5 minutes!!  

 

Saturday night promised to be a good one, 

much wine was produced and consumed, and 

even the 0800 pizza's went down well. Thanks 

to those who provided desert for Saturday 

night, in fact many thanks to all those who 

brought so much food that we are almost em-

barrassed with the leftovers. Thanks all very 

much. Just a note for those that left "early", 

bed time was finally called some time after 

11:30 pm!!  

Sunday dawned wet and wild, but a phone call 

from Auckland at 06:50 started the day, and 

these folks arrived with their 7¼" gauge live 

steamer around 9:30, were un loaded and be-

Mid Winter Steam - Up at Cambridge 

John Stevenson’s Merlin live steam. 

  

John Stevenson from Auckland driving Merlin 

Andrew Petersons’ Ruby from Tauranga. 
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fore we could offer them a coffee there was a 

fire in it. After some cajoling I also got #24 

into steam but soon handed the reins over to 

visitors. The G scale mostly missed out on 

Sunday, although a couple of LGB loco's ran 

with their trains just to provide some move-

ment in the garden while we waited for the big 

ones to raise steam, but they were soon put 

away when the big engines got steam up, and 

the rain returned.  

 

A few brave souls ran the big engines for most 

of the day, but I understand some time was 

spent "parked up" in the tunnel occasionally. In 

fact I too was guilty of that at least once. Our 

last guest departed around 4pm, and by 5:30 

we were all tidied up, and upon retiring in-

doors Donna already had the fire on and there 

was a nice glass of wine waiting for me. 

Thank-you Donna, and Romona, for all your 

combined efforts in the kitchen, and thanks to 

all those that helped out wherever they saw a 

need. This makes for a very pleasant weekend 

all round.  

 

Yes we will do it all again next year, and yes, 

it will be near the shortest day once again. See 

you all then....  

 

Grant, Donna and Lily Alexander, 

Squirrel Valley,  

Cambridge, NZ.  

Photos Right (Top to Bottom):   

1: Ben Sewell driving Grant’s Da1547.  

2: Dennis Collins offering driver training.   

3: Savannah driving her Grandad’s loco 

4: Rob Patterson with a Hunslett shunting engine 

Below: John Oxlade's new loco 
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By Phillip Cooke 

 

A brief report on the meeting held in Pihl Po-

hio's well appointed garage, with a temporary 

track on the (carpeted floor) 

Discussed:    

• Tinwald Show 

• The next meeting (at my place) people to 

bring new or interesting models, books, 

mags, videos, DVD's) 

• Burwood School 17th August (set up on 

16th) Layouts available, Karl's, Gra-

ham's, one of Rob's (TBC) plus floor lay-

out on stage. Track and helpers needed. 

details of time to follow. 

• Greymouth. 

• CHCH Exhibition  Karl advised that ex-

hibition committee would like portable 

plus floor layout and private layouts, 

which means large staff for tpt,                      

set up/pull down and operation. 

• Karl made brief mention of Ellerslie gar-

den show, he attended public meeting 

about it, but little useful info yet 

 

The meeting seemed heavily populated with 

railcars and railbuses. 

Graeme Bright had his Aristocraft Dodlebug, 

Andrew Wilson his Aristocraft Classic Rail-

bus, while Dean had as well as his Model T his  

Fiat twin set or at least half of it. 

However the highlight was new member Chris 

Leppard's 16mm scale R/C Live steam loco, a 

Roundhouse "Jack” class. Interestingly this 

loco is quickly convertible  from  32 mm to 

45mm, as Chris demonstrated. 

Christchurch Report 

Chris Leppard’s 16mm Roundhouse loco  

Half of Dean Farrow’s NZR 88 seater railcar. The chassis has been completed so, now its time to build the body 

Steamed up and ready to go! 



cutting them up). 

Soon after the loco arrived in NZ we decided 

to move house.  So the circus loco, with its 

white side tanks, bright blue boiler and funnel 

and red headstocks, was put into a box.   

At the new house there were a hundred jobs 

which needed doing first, including building 

the new garden railway.  There was little point 

building a loco when there was no railway to 

run it on, so it stayed in the box for another 

three years, while other jobs took priority. 
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By Glen Anthony 

 

The story of my Dubs C started over 5 years 

ago.  At that time we lived in another house, 

with a much smaller garden railway.  The rail-

way was a small basic oval with 6’ diameter 

curves at each end and a short straight section 

down the sides.  The railway suited small 4 

wheel wagons, so I built a couple of freight 

wagons.  These suited my 4 wheel Price Tr 

shunting engine.  One day, for no apparent rea-

son other than I wanted a passenger carriage, I 

started building a 4 wheel NZR ‘D’ car and 

matching 4 wheel guards van.  Now I had a 

problem.  These old carriages from the 1800’s 

did not suit the modern 1960’s diesel shunt 

loco.  I needed an old small steam loco to pull 

them. 

 

After a few weeks searching on eBay, a second 

hand Bachmann Porter side-tank engine was 

secured.  It was in bright ‘circus’ colours.  

Horrible looking engines such as ‘circus’ and 

‘cow’ liveries have less demand, and thus can 

be obtained cheaper.  (An added bonus with a 

gaudy looking loco is you don’t feel so guilty Motor block cut up for usable parts 

Building an NZR Dub’s C 



of locos, the few remaining old ‘c’ class loco 

earned the nick-name ‘Dub’s’ C. 

 

The build begins: 

I enlarged a basic line drawing on a photocop-

ier to get some basic proportions.   I found that 

the motor block driving wheels were spaced 

too close together.  So I removed the side rods, 

got out a saw and cut the motor block in half 

so I could extend it. Now I was committed to a 

C and there was no going back!  

 

The motor was turned 90deg so it was mounted 

vertical, leaving more room for cab details. 

The remains of the motor block was screwed 

and glued back together. Bits of aluminium, 

plastic and brass were used as packers and 

spacers.  The connecting rods were put back 

together with a new fillet section to lengthen 

them. 

Once I got the over-all length, width and 

height dimensions established, most of the 

other parts fell into place by eye.  I did some 

research to look for old photos in books but 

most of these were either blurry and lacked de-

tails, or from locos which ended up in indus-

trial service and so heavy modified.  In the end 
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Finally it came time to get it out and continue 

the project. 

For curiosity only (because I’m not a rivet 

counter), I measured the wheels and looked at 

some loco specification books to see what they 

would scale to.  I found that a Dub’s A class 

was ideal.  But as two people had already built 

a Dubs A’s (to a very high standards), I de-

cided to do something different. The next best 

option was a Dubs C 0-4-2. 

 

The original NZR ‘C’ class (saddle tank) locos 

were built in Scotland.  Neilson & Co built one 

batch in 1873, and Dub’s & Co built another in 

1875.  Both were to the same 0-4-0 wheel con-

figuration, with open cab similar to the Dubs A 

class.  The long cab overhang beyond the rear 

wheels led to some every bad oscillating when 

running backwards.  So to improve the riding 

qualities the NZR later fitted a small single 

axle pony truck at the rear, turning it into a 0-

4-2.  At the same time the cab was extended 

and closed in. 

In 1930 a new class of 2-6-2 heavy shunting 

engines (with sloped tenders) were built, and 

given the letter C . 

To differentiate between the two different sets 

Collection of items part way through the painting process. Some with red primer already applied. 



the most useful photo turned out to be one I 

had taken of Frank Robert’s model of C194, 

which is on display in the Te Papa museum in 

Wellington. 

 

The boiler and saddle tank are both made from 

various sized plastic drain pipe which Mitre10 

sell in 1 metre lengths. 

The main structure is built from plastic styrene 

of various thickness from Mulford Plastics. 

There are over 200 dress-making pins used as 

rivets, which have all been hand drilled and 

glued in.  Tip: buy the cheap mild steel pins, 

not the more expensive stainless steel ones, as 

these are very hard on your cutters.  

The pistons, motion gear and main driving rods 

and cowcatchers were made new by my father. 

He also made the trailing bogie, dome and fun-

nel in his lathe, the later two being made from 

wood.  

The opportunity was taken to change the wir-

ing and add an isolating switch to turn the mo-

tor off.  There is also a by pass wire feed in 

case I want to run it direct off batteries some-

time in the future, and an electrical socket has 
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been fitted in the back of the cab to allow this. 

The loco was painted using a spray can from 

the hardware store.  The first VHT brand matt 

black was too flat, so Plasti-kote brand was 

tried which gave a much better result.  There 

has been a small amount of dry brushing to 

high-light some areas. 

The driver and fireman were made from Dukit, 

and the loco was finished off with some genu-

ine West Coast coal in the bunkers. 

 

The loco was completed in time to take it to 

the Wellington G scale convention in March, 

where it teamed up for a bit of double heading 

with John Robinson’s Dubs A. 

While in Wellington, I also took it out to Silver 

Stream Railway, where they have the only 

working Dub’s C in NZ.  Alas the fireman had 

called in sick that day, so it was not in steam, 

and was parked in an awkward position so un-

fortunately I was unable to get a photo of the 

two together.  Maybe another time? (although 

given the trouble getting it though Wellington 

Airport security, I probably won’t be taking it 

back again.)   

C 53 on the Rocky Creek Railway, which has been dusted with a light coating of snow from an overnight storm.  
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 

G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Auckland: 
 

July: 

Contact Michael Hilliar  

for details 
 

Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge 

Model Railway Group 

C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 

Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 5th July: 

David Petchey 

11 O’Neill Street, Hamilton 

Saturday 2nd August: 

John Mayne 

16 Kitchner St, Hamilton 
  

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sat & Sun 5 & 6 July: 

Ashburton Train Show 
(Tinwald Hall, Graham St) 

9:30am - 4:30pm both days 

 

Sunday 20th July: 

Phillip Cooke 

8 Gayhurst Road 

 

Sunday 17th August: 

Burwood School Show 
 

Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden  

Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

 

Other Events: 
 

4 & 5 October: Big Model Train 

Show, Christchurch.  

 

22 & 23 November Rail Ex 2008, 

Kennel Club, Porirua, Wellington 

 

Club Contact: 

GROW:  Garden Railway  

Operators of Waikato! 

Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  

Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

 

 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 6th July:  

Indoor Hall Meeting,  

Tawa Baptist Hall,  

Main Rd, Tawa  

 
Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

to confirm details. 
 

Club Contact: 

Wellington Garden Railway Group 

www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson  

39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 

Wellington  5028 

Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Wanted to buy: 

 

Wanted: LGB 42430 field railroad tipper 

wagons  

Anna & John Vogel 

(07)863-7904  

 

Wanted: Two of the earlier LGB driving 

wheels  

with the central screw that attaches the 

wheel to the axle.  

Well worn tires are not a problem as I 

only require the central hub. 

Michael Hilliar 

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

Are you reading this in  

Black & White? 

 

 

Ask your club distributor  

to have it emailed instead. 

Not only will your club save 

 the photo copy and postage 

 costs, (thus keeping subs low),  

but you will be able to enjoy  

the pictures in full  

Colour 


