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Stefan and Clyde’s Crocodile and train on the magnificent viaduct (hand carved from Hebel 
blocks)  by Geoff Hallam for his GWR railway in Tirau.                   Photo: Chris Drowley. 



this to believe it, I don't think even these 
photo's do it justice.  
 
We had a full turnout of members, with an 
equally full complement of trains. And better 
still we had the company of one of the Wel-
lington "mob" and he took the photos pub-
lished with this article. Thanks Chris.  
 
It was terrific to see a couple of Geoff's steam-
ers in action towing appropriate trains, the 
Vale of Rheidol sounding superb hauling a 
great rake of passenger coaches, and to see 
Linda with a nice rake of trucks and vans was a 
real treat. Andy brought along his railbus and 
that steamed very well, nice to see that it runs 
as well at speed as it does crawling around our 

smaller and 
tighter rail-
ways. One 
track of the 
d o u b l e 
t r a c k e d 
mainline is 
wired for 
track power 
so a few other 
visitors with 
track pow-
ered trains 
had the op-
portunity for 
a run also, 
and a pleas-
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The GWR 

By Grant Alexander 

Photos By Chris Drowley 

 

A great "away" meet this month at a relatively 
new Garden Railway down in Tirau, South 
Waikato. Geoff and Sue have made a terrific 
job of building a fantastic railway suitable for 
running their extensive collection of Gauge 
One equipment in GWR as well as their SM45 
collection, which includes loco's and rolling 
stock from the Ffestiniog in Wales. I under-
stand that in this particular instance that GWR 
stands for Geoff's Woodland Railway.  
 
We all enjoyed the opportunity to run on wide 
radius curves, long long straights, and the mag-
nificent Hebel viaduct. You really have to see 

Live Steam “Linda” steams through the garden 

 

Wide sweeping curves are very evident on Geoff’s GWR 
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ure to see them on the 
viaduct and around the 
other nicely scenic'ed 
parts of the track. A 
good opportunity for 
some great photo's all 
round.  
 
Later some of us were 
invited into the hosts 
workshop's and I think 
most of our jaws 
dropped on seeing the 
Gauge One collection 
on display, then in an 
adjacent room there 
was a magnificent col-
lection on 5" and 3.5" 
gauge locomotives. 
Truly an ideal way to 
enjoy early retirement. 
Keep up the good work 
Geoff and Sue, may we 
return in a year to see 
new developments?  

 

Top: Prince on shed 
Middle: Ffestiniog Cars 
Bottom Right: The Station 
yard area. 

Grant Alexander’s 

Mid Winter Steam Up 
 

21 & 22 June 
 

Squirrel Valley Railway 

Cambridge, Waikato 
 

We are currently getting a new log-burner installed so 
after freezing our Loco's off outside there will be a con-
stant fire on inside to warm our hearts ready for another 
burst of steaming-up outside.  
We already have a few hardy souls who have con-
firmed, and it looks like it'll be Pizza's and Wine for 
dinner on the Saturday night.  
Please let us know if you plan on coming so that we 
can cater for you. If you want Motel accommodation, 
please reply and we'll forward that too.  
Looking forward to evaporating much water, creating 
much steam, and partaking in some tall tales!!  
 
For more details contact Grant Alexander: 
Ph 078230059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz 



day.  So we hastily changed venue, and those 
than hadn’t been put off by all the changes, 
spent a sunny afternoon at my families H&M 
Garden Railway. 
 
Having been the host I’m rather reluctant to 
rave about a wonderful day, everyone having 
heaps of fun etc, but I had fun, managed a few 
pictures of the visiting trains and enjoyed the 
company.  So I’ll leave the pictures to tell most 
of the story of the day. 
 

As always happens when 
people visit, a couple of 
things went wrong.  An-
other one of the rela-
tively expense marine 
“waterproof” switches I 
use for isolating tracks 
decide to play up; they 
will now have to be re-
placed with something 
more reliable.  And we 
disappointedly found 
that Alan’s huge Bach-
mann 44T switcher is 
way to big to fit through 
my tunnel portals.  It is a 
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Wellington Group Visit to the H&MGR 

By John Robinson 

 
After starting May to plan with our usual 
Wednesday night at Mack’s Track, things got a 
tad derailed after that.  Our planned running 
afternoon was postponed a week after heavy 
rain had left Chris’s backyard more suited to 
re-enacting the Battle of the Somme, and then 
to avoid hosting us the following weekend he 
went and hid in hospital for two nights – the 
things people do to get out of hosting a running 

A busy scene with visiting locos.  The low late afternoon sunlight has lit up the autumn coloured leaves on the trees. 

 

A climax waits with another load of logs in the sawmill siding 



Paraparaumu.  Colin runs both live steam and 
track power, plus has a rather special museum 
of models, worth the trip alone to see.  It’s 
been a couple of years since we’ve been to 
Colin’s so I am hopeful of a good turnout this 
afternoon. 
 
That’s it from me, as usual your find a few 
more pictures on the G Scale Mad forum at 
http://www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.php?
showtopic=13471 
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very big model and dwarfs the biggest Euro-
pean models.  One of his “small” Bachmann V 
side tip hoppers also clipped a tunnel portal, 
these too, despite looking small in pictures are 
actually surprisingly big.  They do have a nice 
solid cast under-frame though and do run well. 
 
Other than that the trains behaved themselves, 
as did most of the guests.  You had to laugh 
though, we had Wayne and Allan with bad 
backs, Chris with his gammy leg and me with a 
sore forearm after a wasp 
decided to set up camp 
inside my sleeve, we’ll 
need a Red Cross train 
soon!  One of the neat 
things about hosting a 
running afternoon is the 
joy of watching your 
mates trains on your rail-
way, and the other way 
round too I hope, some-
thing you miss if you 
don’t attend. 
 
Our running afternoon 
next month is at Colin 
Burleigh’s railway in 

 

Trains crossing at the Punga Cliffs station yard 

John’s Dubs A on the top line with a new brass coach from GSM under construction.  Ian Galbraith’s train below. 



 
The Hunslet project started with purchasing a 
set of second hand LGB disk wheels and out-
side fly cranks at a swap meet.  Later on I pur-
chased an LGB Stainz to provide the motor 
block and running gear. 
 
Now that I had the main mechanical parts, 
what was going to be its final form? 
 
The British tend to model narrow gauge in 
16mm to the foot. This originally stemmed 
from using 32mm ‘O’ gauge track representing 
2ft gauge. There is a very large range of manu-
factured engines, rolling stock, with kits and 
detail parts also being largely available. 
 
16mm now also uses the option of 45mm 
gauge track which is more stable for outside 
use.  Many of the 16mm live steam manufac-
tures now offer the option of either 32mm or 
45mm gauges.  Those with out side frames are 
usually dual gauge; this is easily done by slid-
ing the wheels on the axel and relocking them 
with a screwdriver to the required gauge.   
 
The Americans seem to prefer to use of the 
45mm gauge track and using 7/8ths scale this 
works out to be 2ft gauge.  
 
Most of the Hunslet plans I had were of the lar-
ger variety which could have been modeled in 
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By Michael Hilliar 

 
One thing about being a G Scaler is that you 
are not tied down just to the one scale, so we 
can all do your own thing. Generally the only 
thing that brings us all together is the track 
gauge of 45mm, and more importantly, the en-
joyment of running trains. With the other 
groups they generally only cater for the one 
scale or type of railway. But that wouldn’t suit 
me as I work in so many different scales. 
 
Like most of us I started with LGB 1.22.3; 
then later I started to modify it closer to the 
prototype still within the LGB fudge factor.  
I have experimented in building New Zealand 
Government Railways in 1/24th. 
Presently I am working in 1.20.3 in which I 
have built three D&RGW short cabooses for 
myself and Dennis, and presently working on 
three C16 2-8-0 engines to pull them. The 
7/8ths scale Hunslet again was an experiment 
which is what this article is about leaving me 
with only 1.29 to do; I also have an idea for 
that too when the right chassis becomes avail-
able.  My general idea is not to model any par-
ticular railroad/way; but complete trains that 
do so inspire me. 
 
Most of us have our favorite trains which often 
the manufactures won’t make or if they do are 
priced out of our price range and I do enjoy the 
joy of building them for myself. 

Michael the Hunslet 



16mm, but I preferred the small port class 
which with the motor block I had, scaled right 
within the 7/8in scale; so it was bigger the bet-
ter. 
Now you properly thinking such a large scale, 
I won’t be able to run it anywhere? Well it 
height is the same as a LGB caboose and it is 
10mm wider, that’s only 5mm each side and 
most of us do allow a larger loading gauge 
around our trains. 
 
Another thing about small engines in such a 
large scale is the train its pulling will be a 
shorter length than a smaller 1.22.3 scale train 
with an average length of two to six metres or 
more. The Hunslet and its train of seven LGB 
quarry skips measures only one and half me-
tres. I tried this many years ago in 009 and 
gave it up as being far too small; but in 7/8ths 
it looks great.  A number of years ago I was in 
England on my extended O.E. While there I 
was a member of the English ‘O’ GAUGE 
GUILD and they promoted that if you had lim-
ited space, ‘O’ gauge could be the answer with 
a shunting type layout; where by the weight 
and size of the rolling stock takes over.  But if 
you want mile long trains or 10 coach ex-
presses then ‘N’ or ‘Ho’ are far better choices. 
 
The port class as far as I know contained three 
or four engines in its class, but have now later 
on learnt there has been a number of reproduc-
tions done over the past few years. Two of the 
class worked the port hence the name and were 
known as No 1 and No 2.  The third worked in 
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the quarry was cab less and was called Mi-
chael; hence me naming the loco after myself. 
There were several sizes of locomotives that 
worked these large extensive slate quarries in 
North West Wales.  
 
Once I decided which engine I was building, I 
did a lot of research by books and the internet 
and saving all the pictures I could into a spe-
cial file for future reference. A major problem 
with taking information off the internet is 
when you try and enlarge the low resolution 
image used.  It is also sods law that the picture 
explaining the detail you are looking for al-
ways comes to light after you worked your 
way round that problem. 
 
I decided to scratch build in plastic card as I 
gained a lot of experience in using this material 
in my first half complete scratch built project 
of a Mason Bogie, 
This was a beginner’s type project designed by 
David Fletcher from Australia for the MY-
LARGESCALE.com MASTER CLASS site. 
Although it looked scary at first, it turned out 
to be not as hard as it looks, and that goes for 
the Hunslet or anything else that is built. It’s 
just following a system to achieve the desired 
result and if not, just redo it again. The old say-
ing ‘the more you do the better you get’.  The 
Mason Bogie ground to a halt because the chap 
doing commercially the motor bogie and 6 
wheeled truck ran into home problems. The 
Hunslet was only an interim project.  I have yet 
to build a chassis which usually is the make or 



the only problem 
being it’s not light 
fast and is harder 
to cut than the 
model shop sty-
rene.  But at this 
price if it goes 
wrong the cost is-
n’t so great.  Also 
the light fastness 
isn’t really a prob-
lem as it’s going to 
be painted later. 
 
I am not going into 
a complete blow 
by blow account of 
how I built it, but 
if you have an in-
terest to know 
more, please con-
tact me. 

 
The construction was approached by building 
the boiler first.  The Hunslet type boiler was 
made with a piece of plastic waste water pipe 
for the boiler barrel and both the wider fire and 
smoke boxes attached to the ends. The boiler 
was then attached to the motor block with 
brackets, followed by the false outside frames 

being screwed to 
both smoke and 
fire boxes. Another 
great thing with 
large scale model-
ing is the easy use 
of screws etc to at-
tach the compo-
nents. With the 
side chassis se-
cured to the boiler, 
headstock and 
other components 
were added to it 
until it was a solid 
unit. Then dissem-
bled from the 
boiler and all the 
detailing parts 
were added. To 
represent the rivets 
I use BILLINGS 

 

All the parts ready for final construction 

break of any locomotive; because generally 
there is a near enough chassis available suit-
able for your desired project. 
 
The main source of styrene plastic I use comes 
from MULFORD PLASTICS in Mt Welling-
ton. Here you can purchase 760mm x 1470mm 
sheets of different thickness for a good price, 
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The plastic chassis 
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BOATS round head nails. These 
came in two sizes, but now only the 
smaller size is available. SPOT-
LIGHT has large packets of brass 
plated round head nails, but these 
are not as uniform quality of the 
BILLING BOATS versions.  
 
The port class Hunslet’s had a wider 
central buffer to move the finished 
slate wagons around.  I modified 
this style to become more compati-
ble with the LGB universal coupler. 
This will allow me to use the in-
tended LGB quarry skips without 
any modification but will also allow 
to couple onto other similar 
equipped rolling stock when 
needed. The odd purest amongst us 
would object but what I learnt from 
my overseas visit, at meetings they 
didn’t give a toss about the scale of 
the engine or train, whether it was 
gauge 1 or 16mm, or what ever, it’s 
a train and with a bit of wire you 
were away having fun and that’s 
what I promote here. 
 
The saddle tank was made with 
shaped ribs, and then assembled to 
look much like a 
toast rack.  It was 
then covered with 
1mm thick cover 
onto which a .005 
mm embossed riv-
eted sheet was 
laminated. In order 
to cover such a 
large area I used in 
some places too 
much so lvent 
which later caused 
some warping. A 
few words, filler 
and sand paper had 
it back to shape.  
When using closed 
box like structures 
in styrene it does 
pay to allow venti-
lation holes, other-

 

Details on the boiler back head 

 
 

Underside of the saddle tank 
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wise the locked in solvent fumes will still work 
on to attack the plastic.     
  
The cab in this case is a front with wrap round 
sides. The curved corners was done by blank-
ing off the required sides of the corner with 
wood and heating the visible strip with a hot 
air gun to just soften and bending them around 
a former.  The holes where cut out for the win-
dows, but at this stage I no idea how I was go-
ing to make them. 
 
The steam dome top is from a Bachmann 4-6-0 
with a disk shaped to fit the saddle tank. Then 
much plastic filler used and shaped to repre-
sent the flair. 
 
The funnel base was formed by heating the 
tube over a shaped wooden dowel. 
The very useful copper cap also came from the 
same Bachmann engine. 
 
At this stage the project went on hold while the 
three cabooses were constructed.  By this time 

The plastic structure progressing well on the work bench 

I was also attending night school engineering 
classes where by I had access to a lathe. I was 
turning up many detail parts for this and other 
projects, it now came possible to do the circu-
lar windows. I had some microscope glass and 
found that I could file it to shape. In discussing 
this problem with the tutor, it was hang on a 
minute and out from a cupboard he produced a 
stained glass grinder, so in no time I had the 
four discs of glass and few spares, the frames 
where produced in two halves turned from 
brass. So a problem that was once in the too 
hard basket was solved in the end.  
 
After picking up the Hunslet project again pro-
gress was rather quick as it was nearing the 
painting stage anyway.  It was handed over 
Dennis Lindsay for painting. Automotive lac-
quer paint was used, we tend to use this type of 
paint more because of its hardness, general 
model paint is too soft.  We large scale model-
ers tend to handle our models a lot more.   An-
other thing that attracted me to the English pro-
totype is being able to use colours with black 
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borders and lined.  The deep red was chosen to 
help it stand out in a green garden setting.  I 
have lined many models in the past using lin-
ing transfers. The preferred ones I use are the 
British Railways version, which are orange 
line, thick black and then the orange line again. 
What I do is cut down through the middle of 
the black giving me two strips. When doing the 
black boarders one doesn’t have to be as accu-
rate as the now wider orange/black strip will 
take up the small leeway.                                                                                       
 
One of the few parts brought in was the name 
and makers plates.  When ordering I asked if 
they could do the makers plate too and sent a 
picture of one I had in my files. They arrived 
in due course, and in examining them I was 
very impressed; then I noticed the maker’s 
plate was 2005. I hadn’t noticed that before, 
that’s when I found out Hunslet were doing re-
productions. Oh well most of my model was 
built by 2005. 
 
The model was assembled for its first outing to 

The completed engine with a rake of skip wagons 

Pokaka, still not quite complete; as there is 
some more detailing to do.  One thing about 
detail in this large scale it should be a lot easier 
to do, but I am not yet up to the finishing de-
tail, so this looks like it is going to be one of 
those almost finished models; but it has got 
further than most. 
  
Are you now thinking 7/8ths could be an an-
swer?  One of the easiest locos to convert to 
7/8ths is the LGB Stainz; just add a bigger cab 
and higher funnel.  If you want to take the de-
tailing a little further, take a look at our Public 
Works Fowlers with its either short or long 
tanks for a style and don’t worry about a fine 
finish, most industrial locomotives were 
bashed around.  
Here are some web sites for ideas to poke 
around in:   
www.78ths.com           
www.hometown.aol.com/jbsaxton/ 
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By Glen Anthony 

As we move into colder and more unsettled 
weather, the Christchurch gatherings for the 
next four months have been scheduled at in-
door venues, to see us through the winter. 
First up was our G scale train show at the 
Addington School.  
  
The modern hall provided a generous amount 

of space to set 
up some mod-
ules for the 
weekend. And 
all in a pleasant 
warm (dry) envi-
ronment. 
 
Thanks to a 
good turn out on 
Saturday morn-
ing, short work 
was made of 
loading the mod-
ules on to Phillip 
Cooke’s vintage 
truck for the 
short trip down 
to the school. 
By lunch time it 
was all set up 

and running.   
 
The modules were laid out in a big circle for 
continuous running, rather than our usual point 
to point configuration.  This was an experiment 
to see whether a similar configuration would 
be possible for The Big Model Train Show in 
October. 

Addington G Scale Train Show 

Rob Wilson with his Gauge 3 Fairlie Branch, featuring some 1/19th scale NZR models built by Harold Joynt.  

 

Graeme Wood’s layout.   The church is a modified bird feeder from Mitre 10. 
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Accompanying the club layout was Rob Wil-
son’s “Fairlie Branch” and Dean Farrow’s rail-
car circuit on the stage.  Graeme Wood had his 
portable layout set up in a side room. 
The attendance looked quite light at times, 
however I’m sure the school would have been 
pleased with any money they made. 
 
Ashburton Show: We have accepted an invita-
tion to display a ‘floor’ layout on the 5x8m 
stage at the show in the Tinwald Hall. Track 
has now been arranged. We need operators, so 
please mark your calendar and bring your 
trains. See the back page for details. 

By Raynor Johnston 

This is a battery trail car that I put together to 
carry a 12 volt 7 aH gell cell to follow my 
Stainz loco for battery on board power. At first 
I only had a 5 aH pack which being smaller fit-
ted in easier. The 7 aH model means that he 
roof has to be lifted a tad ~4 mm which I have 
not done as yet. The wagon when it started was 

a 4 wheel item that when it came out was only 
about $30 here in NZ. It has been fitted with a 
wooden under-frame and steel wheeled bogies. 
Both the receiver and speed controller are fit-
ted inside the car and I am still experimenting 
with the positioning of the aerial because right 
now I am not getting good range with this RCS 
system. 

A Simple Battery Trail Car 

A long passenger train arrives at the yard  

Viv, Brenda and Barbara collecting money at the door Crossing the suspension bridge 
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By Glen Anthony 

Brenda and I set off from Christchurch for the 
show.  The first stop was an unscheduled one 
of the side of the road between Bankside and 
Rakaia to investigate why the windscreen wip-
ers would not work.  No blown fuses, so con-

tinued on to Rakaia, and opened the bonnet to 
find the mechanic had unplugged the wires 
from the wiper motor while doing work on the 
car that week! With the wires plugged back in 
and car in full working order again, we contin-
ued to Dunedin. 
The show was in the bottom of the Forbury 
Park Raceway grandstand. I took down my 
Gn15 scale “Stamping Ground” gold mine lay-
out (pictured above).  Rob Wilson took his 
Gauge 3 “Fairlie Branch”. Tony Cairns took a 
tractor and digger display.  Phil Pohio had 
Brian Allison’s “Wee West” N gauge layout 
and Len had a trade stand, where I stocked up 
on a few more cheap 1/24th scale figures. 
There were 15 layouts on display plus several 
trade stands.  Having a small layout I was 
lucky to get set up quickly on Friday.  So I had 
already left before someone mistook the fire 
alarm for a light switch, resulting in the 
evacuation of the building (and a 35 minute 
wait for the fire brigade to attend). 
There seemed to be a crowd around my layout 
most of the time, so I thought the show was 
quite busy, however the organiser Trevor Bu-
chanan reported that attendance was only 2/3 
of the previous year. 
The Saturday night dinner was held at the res-
taurant in the old Mosgiel Railway station, 
where they had even printed special place mats 
for our function. 
The Lego layout was voted top by the public, 
and the “Stamping Ground” was placed sec-
ond. 

Dunedin Model Train Show 

Gn15: The Stamping Ground 



The buildings under 
construction are a copy 
of the "Burkes" station 
(near Dunedin). 
They are constructed us-
ing Precision Board and 
Woodsworks Yellow 
Cedar scale stripwood:  
www.woodsworks.co.nz. 
 
"Burkes" will be posi-
tioned approximately 
300mm to the left of the 
bridge. 
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Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Update 

By Ian Galbraith 
 

The Bridge is modelled 
from plans of a early  
bridge, that was on the 
Mt Egmont branch of 
the NZR. 
 
It is built from Yellow 
Cedar timber. 

The bridge was glued 
and pined using my 
“Grex" headless pinner.  
  
This is a very useful air 
tool I picked up at the 
Garden Railway Con-
vention in Las Vegas 
last year. 
 
The deck was added on 
site, as can be seen by 
the photos. 
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 
G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 29th June: 

Cecilia Houston 
Flat 3 / 63 Kitchener Road 

Waiuku  
1pm - 4pm  

Due to being a small flat, the meet-
ing will only be held if the weather 
is reasonably fine. If too extreme 
will be postponed  to later in the 
year 

 
Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge 
Model Railway Group 
C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 
Auckland 2102 
Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 
 

 
 
 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 7th June: 

Andy Whyman,  
399 Matangi Road, Matangi 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 22nd June: 

Phil Pohio 
12 Canon Stack Place 

Kaiapoi 
 

Sat & Sun 5 & 6 July: 

Ashburton Train Show 
(Tinwald Hall, Graham St) 
9:30am - 4:30pm both days 

 

Sunday 20th July: 

Phillip Cooke 
 

Club Contact: 
Christchurch Garden  
Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 
Chairman: Don Ellis  
ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

 

Other Events: 
 

31may–2June: Model-X, Henderson. 

21&22 June:  -  Grant Alexan-

der's Mid Winter Steam Up.  
5 & 6 July: Ashburton. 

Saturday 5th July: 

David Petchey 
 
  

Club Contact: 
GROW:  Garden Railway  
Operators of Waikato! 
Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 
 
 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 8th June:  

Colin Burleigh  
Paraparaumu 

 
Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

to confirm details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson  
39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 

Wellington  5028 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Right:  Tr 18 makes another trip 
down the Fairlie Branch.  

Correction & Apologies: 
 

Last month David Hardy 

supplied a nice article about 
his Wawhiti railroad. During 
the process of copying and 
pasting text, I managed to 
change his last name. 
Sincere apologies for the 
mistake Dave.  
Ed. 


