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A shunt train crosses over the trestle, while a passenger train passes below on  Jim Staton’s  
Koranui  Coal & Timber Co line in Hokitika.                                       Photo: Glen Anthony. 



weighing in at 12tons. It was positioned by 
crane before the shed was built, so there was 
no way we were going to move it! 
 
My track laying formula; the layout is never 
complete until we have used every single piece 

of track on hand, met with the usual groans 
from fellow track layers.  So, as the track was 
only going to be down for the day, I relented 
and we built two circuits and plenty of sidings 
to display trains on. 
    
We were accompanied in the shed by Rob Wil-
son’s “Fairlie Branch” layout, a model tractor 
and digger display from Tony Cairns, Lindsay 
Thompson’s 3/16th scale “Colonial Bush 
Tram”, and various other model car, boats and 
plane displays. 
 
Also within the park are other sheds containing 
fire engines, vintage machinery and other his-
toric displays which were all open. Meanwhile 
outside in the yard a large collection of exhib-
its can be seen awaiting their turn for the atten-
tion from the small voluntary work group. The 
latest find, salvaged from the bush just the pre-
vious week, was a very old log hauler (dating 
from the 1800’s). And for something com-
pletely different one of their members drove in 
in their 1956 BMW Isetta (bubble) car.  
 
We had assistance to run the trains from Domi-
nic, an 18 year old High School Exchange stu-
dent from Germany who is boarding with Jim. 
He was very enthusiastic, and even produced a 
motor chassis he had built using a motor from 
a slot car and some plastic rail wheels.  It was 
powered by AA batteries, and sure could travel 
at high speed… along the straights. The curves 
proved more of a challenge though which re-
sulted in some entertaining high speed crashes. 
 
WIHP President (Jim Staton) reports that over 
200 people came through the gate, which was 
not bad seeing as there was a lot on in the dis-
trict that weekend. “We will be running this 
weekend annually now - but take note not to 
run it on the same weekend as the Coast to 
Coast multi sports event!”. 
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Westland Industrial Heritage Park Open Day  

By Glen Anthony 

The February meeting of the Christchurch Gar-
den Railway Soc, was actually held on the 
other side of the South Island.   
In total, 11 club members made the three hour 
trip over the Southern Alps to the West Coast 
town of Hokitika to visit Jim Staton.  Most 
travelled over on Friday afternoon, passing 
about 800 very fit (and possibly insane) people 
making the trip in the other direction on foot, 
bike and kayak as part of the 244km “Coast to 
Coast” race. 
 
Hokitika is a nice little town which still dis-
plays respect and community values.  I didn’t 
see a single piece of graffiti, anywhere.  And 
when it came to displaying our trains on the 
floor, rope barriers weren’t necessary.  Parents 
took responsibility for their children and made 
sure they didn’t touch the trains.  If only the 
rest of NZ could be like that! 
 
Our first event was on Saturday at the West-
land Industrial Heritage Park’s Open Day. 
We set up track on the floor of the new shed, 
which has been built to house a massive 8ton 
single cylinder Ruston 10HR engine from the 
Wahio sawmill, south of Franz Josef Glacier. 
   
It is probably one of the more unusual displays 
we have set up, with a rather large Blackstone 
motor-generator set dominating the centre of 
the track circuit.  It was last used to power an-
other West Coast sawmill, and as you can 
probably see in the photos, it was a big beast, 

The large Blackstone motor at the centre of the display. 
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Montage of images taken of the various displays at the Open Day at the Westland Industrial Heritage Park, Saturday 9th February 2008. 



bush railway sites on the West Coast, these 
themes would be incorporated into the railway 
somewhere. 
 
The first part of the railway was created over 
10 years ago, and features a long trestle which 
rises up to a set of coal load out ‘bins’. Pres-
ently the large bin structure is in the workshop 
for rebuilding. In the centre of this part of the 
railway, some plants have been established 
which look like typical west coast bush and 
form a nice backdrop.  
 
More recently the railway has had an addition 
into a new area, (see June 2007 Garden Whis-
tle).  The new area has a crossing loop and 
some set-up sidings with easy access so visi-
tors can bring equipment to run. There is also 
an area set aside for mine to be added in the 
future. A castle has recently been added to the 
top of the hill.  It was a surplus kids toy which 
was about to be consigned to the dump when 
Jim rescued it.  
Some spaces have been left to add bridges at a 
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By Glen Anthony 

The Koranui Coal and Timber Company is the 
fictitious company which operate on the gar-
den railway of Jim and Paula Staton in 
Hokitika.   
As you might expect from someone whose job 
it is to manage historical mining, milling and 

A busy scene as the passenger train passes through the yard on the original section of the railway  

The Koranui Coal and Timber Company Line 

Heading through the bush with a load of rock 
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later date. 
 
I have been over to 
visit Jim several times 
over the last couple 
years (and even helped 
construct some of the 
new section), but this 
is the first time I have 
had the privilege of 
seeing the railway run.  
 
Knowing what the 
weather forecast for 
the weekend was, (and 
how you have never 
really seen it rain hard 
unless you have been 
to the West Coast), I 
pestered Jim a few days before the club visited 
and took the precaution of obtaining these pic-
tures while there was a run of gloriously fine 
days.  
 
After a BBQ tea at the heritage park, 
(following the open day), the club headed 
around for the evening. A few people disap-
peared into the train shed to look at Jim’s 
On30 layout, which is also based on a mining 
and timber theme.  There were a few interest-
ing engines, a long rake of side tipping wag-
ons, and plenty of po-
tential to occupy many 
hours in the future.  
 
When it came to run-
ning trains on the out-
door railway, most 
seemed to be suffering 
from dehydration from 
the earlier running at 
the open day, and 
made it a priority to sit 
back and rehydrate 
with cans of liquid.  
Jonathon and I got out 
locos to run, which 
went well after we 
sorted out a couple of 
dry electrical joints. 
 
Sunday morning had 

 

The new extension, with the castle becoming a nice feature above the tunnel  

been planned as a running session.  However 
the prediction by the Weather Service that the 
run of fine weather would end was correct.  As 
light rain arrived, any plans for running trains 
had to be put on hold until another time.  And 
the group set off for the journey back across 
the alps to Christchurch again. 
 
Thanks to Jim for organising the great week-
end.  We look forward to coming over again in 
the future.  

 

A diamond crossing has been put to good use on the lead-in  to the new section 



By Lloyd Dickens 

I have installed a Pneumatic (or air pressure) 
operated turnouts on my garden railway in 
Masterton. The reason for using air is that in a 
wet environment I did not trust I could keep an 
electrical system going. The advantage of air is 
water does not matter; the parts are all corro-
sion proof. 
 
The system I have used is the E-Z Air Products 
which I purchased from Californian and Ore-
gon in the States. 
 
The system consists of an air distribution, 
switch’s and actuators. 
 

Air Distribution 

I am using an air pump with reservoir but as 
the air used is very small you could use just an 
inner tyre pumped up to about 25psi. My sys-
tem requires a minimum of 20psi to operate, I 
run at around 30psi. What you do need is an air 
reservoir but it does not need to be large.  
Through out the railway I have laid ducts, irri-
gation pipe, which are connected via service 

holes. The 
s e r v i c e 
holes could 
be just a 
large PVC 
pipe verti-
cally buried 
into the 
ground with 
a top on it. 
In my case I 
made con-

crete holes with a bottom and top cover. The 
ducts also carry power to the tracks and latter 
to buildings. 
I ran 3mm air tube from the air reservoir to the 
signal box where I do the switching. 
From the switches an air tube goes to each 
turnout and will latter control the semaphore 
signals as well. 
In the Signal Box the air tube from the reser-
voir is connected to an air filter and regulator 
so that the pressure from the air pump does not 
need to be reset to use the railway. 
From the regulator I have connected a 12 barb 
manifold. This manifold allows me to connect 
to the switches and air indicators. I have a 
pressure gauge connected to the manifold 
which I can see through a rear window of the 
signal box. This allows me to check I have suf-
ficient air pressure. 
 

Switching 

The switching is done with lever switches.  
This switch exposes the output tube which 
goes to the turnout to atmospheric pressure or 
when switched the air pressure from the reser-
voir. I have also installed in the out line an in-
dicator via a T barb, which shows when the 
turnout is switched. The switch and indicator is 
mounted on a separate piece of ply so it can 
easily be removed for maintenance. The indi-
cator is installed on a plan of the layout. Both 
the switches and the indicators mount in a 
hole, in my case in a piece of three ply. 
For more complex systems their is a push but-
ton active valve and main remote selector 
valve available. The push button valve allows 
the switches to be preset then the push button 
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Pneumatic Turnout Control System 

 

Access hole for buried pipes 
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is pressed to operate all the actuators at the 
same time. The main remote selector switch 
switches between two systems so that for ex-
ample two Signal boxes switching the same ac-
tuators could be used. 
 

Actuators 

E-Z actually calls these air motors. The actua-
tor is a piston with a spring which holds the ac-
tuator in one state. Air moves the actuator to 
the other position. 
I have used an actuator with a housing de-
signed to mount on my Aristo Craft turnouts. 
The actuator was easy to install onto the turn-
outs, just one hole to drill on the turnout and 
two screws to do up. The actuators are spring 
loaded so that they have a home position with-
out air. I have installed them so that all the 
turnouts’ home positions allow me to run the 
trains around the circuit. The switched position 
is to allow use of the side tracks. 
I also have actuators which will operate the 

Control switches & indicator plungers in the signal box 

The piston actuator connected to the tie bar  

semaphore signals latter. 
 
I installed the air tubes some 12 months before 
using them but found no difficultly in making 
the system work first time. I did blow out the 
tubes before connecting up the actuators. 
One feature Chris Drowley saw was that the 
turnouts operated slower and more realistically 
the further they where from the signal box. 
Therefore I should now install a slow motion 
value to the switch that controls the Signal 
Boxes local turn out. The slow motion value is 
adjustable so you can get the speed you need. 
 
The instructions with the system are good.  
 
Ian Galbrath advises he is now the agent for E-
Z products. Ian, a slow motion valve please. 
 
If you are intending to use this system and 
would like to talk to me I am on 06 370 3790 
or lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz. 

Air pipe connections on the back of the panel 

Panel showing filter, Regulator and pressure gauge 



about 3pm so missed a few 
of the members running 
their trains. From what 
Ken said there were about 
25 members that turned 
up, not a bad turnout con-
sidering it was still the 
holiday period.  

On our arrival the first 
thing that attracted my at-
tention was the new local 
made rail and sleepers, this 
looks to be an excellent 
product and at a very good 
price. Available in 1.2 me-
tre, 1.8 metre and 3.6 me-
tre lengths with self spac-
ing sleepers, the usual 
slide on joiners, or a new 

plate and screw joiner. It has advantages over 
the previous rail. (I wish it had been available 
when I was doing my layout). For further in-
formation on this product contact Graeme 
Quayle. 

 

While I missed most of the trains running it 
was nice to see young David Graham running 
his new DCC American model engine. The in-
terest shown in model railway by this young 
man argurs well for our club.  
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The Savoy Holzblaser Idiotensichen Teufelei Eisenbahn 

By Alf Williams 

Photos by Robert Graham 

The Auckland January meet was at Ken and 
Liz Macdiarmid’s home in Glen Eden.  

 

Unfortunately I wasn’t able to get there until 

 

Robert’s LGB Mogul makes it’s first run using Ken’s MTS system 

Emerging from the basement storage yards  



For those of you who have not had the pleasure 
of being to Ken and Liz’s home Ken’s lay-
out is interesting the way it runs under the 
house then under a pathway before branching 
into a loop on to higher ground at the back of 
the section then returning to the main line, 
forming a layout about 16 metres wide by 20 
metres deep (Nth to Sth). There are branch 
lines into the garage/work shop where there are 
sidings for loco and rolling stock storage.  

Here under is Ken’s list of  scale (about) trees 
shrubs and ground cover plants.  

 

The afternoon tea was appreciated by all. Once 
again thank you ladies. Thank you Ken and 
Liz  for your hospitality. 
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List of Plants 

 
Ground Covers 

Primulaceae    Lysimachia nummeralia - Aurea  CREEPING JENNY 
Urticaceae       Soleirolia               BABY’S TEARS   (Mind your own business!!) 
Crassulaceae   -  Sedum             STONECROP  Golden mound 
Lamiaceae     -  Thymus                THYME      Golden variegated, Golden Vulgaris 
Asteraceae - Leptinella squalida    COTULA   NZ Brass buttons 
Melastomataceae - Schizacentron Elegans  or Heterocentron elegans 
                                                                      SPANISH SHAWL 
Lobeliaceae           -   Pratia perpusilla /  puberula   PRATIA 
Moraceae-- Pumila Minima           FICUS 
 
Shrubs 
Buxaceae -- Buxus empervirens     European Box 
Lamiaceae- Rosemarinus                ROSEMARY   Blue Lagoon 
Lythraceae  - Cuphea Hissopfolia  FALSE HEATHER 
                                          Bianca / Robs Mauve / Aurea 
Scrophulariaceae - Hebe odora 
Asteraceae -- Santolina Chamaecyparissus  COTTON LAVENDER 
Rutaceae - Coleonema Pulchellum (pulcrum) CONFETTI BUSH 
 
Trees 
 Pinaceae  -  Picea                           DWARF ALBERTA SPRUCE 
Cupressaceae  -  Cupressus            CYPRESS TOTEM TRUE  SWAIN’S GOLD 
Juniperus procumbens   PROSTRATE JUNIPER 
communis compressa    COMMON JUNIPER miniature; slow growing 
                                    NOAH’S ARK JUNIPER. 
Chamaecyparis thyoides  ATLANTIC WHITE CEDAR 
Thuja occidentalis Green cone  WHITE CEDAR   (Rhinegold)                                                                 
Aceraceae  - Acer palmatum          CRIMSON QUEEN. RED MAPLE 
                   Acer dissectum viridis   Low worked  GREEN MAPLE 

           Ericaceae  -  Calluna                  SCOTCH HEATHER.  LING   

David Graham dispatching trains in the basement 



By Raynor Johnston 

This is how to make BUDGET Aluminium 
track for 45mm gauge about $8 /meter. 
(And yes you can make points to match) 
 
I was most interested in the Hutt valley mod-
eler who built his track with aluminium and 
has successfully used it with track power for a 
number of years without trouble.  
He actually used aluminium angle supports at 
40 mm centres and pop riveted it all together. 
It seems to be indestructible and you can walk 
on it. In short he lays it onto decking timbers 
and the sleepers are not continuous “under” the 
rails but are comprised of three pieces of batten 
which he brad nails to the decking timber di-
rect butting against the track. Anyway you can 
look him up at:  
http://www.gscalechuffchuff.com/index.htm 

In reading his description I was a bit depressed 
by the time to make and all the work involved 
so I decided to have a go myself using a simi-
lar 12 x 3 mm aluminium flat with “rounded” 
corners. 
As I did not want to pursue the rather laborious 
angle and pop rivet fabrication, nor use the 
decking timber base, I experimented ever so 
briefly and came up with what you see. 
 
Sleepers are at 80mm centres from 
“Westminster Hardwood stakes”. Of course 
you can have whatever centres you want. 
You need a bench saw to do a good job in cut-
ting and grooving these. Leave them in the 
tight cellophane wrap to cut and groove in 
groups of six as it makes it easier than doing 
one sleeper at a time.  
 
First cut the pack, in my case into 90 mm long 
groups of 6. I had to cut the last set with a band 
saw as there was not a safe length to use to 
hold through the bench saw. Then once you 
have cut up a number of packs you reset your 
bench saw to do the grooves (~6 mm deep) on 
the principle that with one setting “in from the 
edge”, you do one sides slot then reverse and 
do the other. In this manner all the centres are 
the same. My target was 45mm between rails. 
 
I then marked out a 2400 mm long bit of cus-
tom wood I had with the 80 mm sleeper cen-
tres, cut the track in to more easily handled 
2.5m lengths and glued it up putting all the 
sleepers on one length of track first bottoming 
them all up with sliding jaw type plumbing pli-
ers then adding the other rail. 
My saw blade was luckily exactly the right 
width the track being a “force fit” into the slot-
ted sleepers.  I used a bit of scrap aluminium 
sheet under the jaw on the rail to stop marking 
the rail head with the plier jaws. Check the 
track with a bogie or wagon as the slot can 
vary a bit. Just pop out any bad ones and put a 
good one in. 
 
If you want to do curves, because you are glue-
ing the track you probably need a curved tem-
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Budget Aluminium Track 

The template with sleepers laid at the marked positions  
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plate to assemble.  
I am sure you 
could save some 
money if you 
ripped up H3 
fence palings but 
H4 should really 
be used if any se-
rious continuous 
contact with soil 
or water. The 
simplicity of the 
s t a k e s  f r om 
Warehouse make 
it very easy.  
Just a point about 
Warehouse and 
their stocking policies. You can't rely on these 
exact items being available for ever so if the 
method looks interesting it might pay to buy up 
a bit of a stock. When you select your packets 
make sure all the stakes are packed side by 
side i.e. all the same height. As they are not ex-
actly square I have found in a couple of packs 
there was one side on and it was a bit smaller 
so the slot in my case was too deep for that one 
sleeper. They have others at 21mm square but 
they really are a little large in my opinion. 
I am going to seal my sleepers with Thomp-
sons sealant (Bunnings, not included in cost-
ings) and I am going to use the track at the 
back of my layout on longer runs that are not 
plainly in view. 
 
When you come to join the made up lengths to 
each other just put two sleepers that have been 
glued together and you are able to press fit the 
butting rails. I have also made them up with 
one rail longer than the other by 3 or so sleep-
ers and that makes linking up easy. 
 

A completed 2.5m length of track ready to be installed on the railway  
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I have no idea how successful it will be but I 
will be making more as it is the only way I can 
get some reasonable additional running lengths 
into my already fairly expensive run of brass 
track. 
  
SCHEDULE 

Ullrich Aluminium 12 x 3mm “R” flat @
$9.90 /5 mtrs. 
Westminster Hardwood stakes 12x12x610 
packets of 6 @$4.89 pkt. SKU 92006 
Fullers Max Bond (Bunnings @ $6.13 each) 
(note wouldn't use a dollars worth of glue on 
5M track.). 
 
I am sure points will be fairly simple as 
well..... maybe they are next to trial. 
 
Good steaming,  
Raynor Johnston 

BenRachel Railway 

Hamilton. 

 

 

The rail is fastened to each sleeper with a small amount of Max Bond adhesive  



tion.  Wayne 
Haste, re-
cently out of 
hospital after 
major back 
s u r g e r y , 
managed to 
visit for a 
while. 
The line runs 
around the 
side and rear 
b o u n d a r y 
fences and 
across the 
patio steps. 
Plans are in 
place to in-
stall a cross-
ing loop near 
the patio and 
a yard along 
one of the 

side fences. 
A branch comes off the main line to give ac-
cess to a yard in the shed for storage.  The en-
gine shed and servicing facilities are in the 
shed.  The main line is cantilevered off the 
fences and the track is laid in steel channel sec-
tion supports filled with ballast. 
 
Brian Cashmore showed the pulling power of a 

Stainz loco when he put it on 
the head of Dan’s train, which 
had been double headed. 

The Garden Whistle - March 2008 

Page 12 

Morpork Railway 

By Ian C Galbraith 

 

The February running day for the Wellington 
Garden Railway Group was held at the home 
of Dan & Ruth Hughes in Wainuiomata.   
The weather was not the best, with a few light 
showers.  The poor weather meant only a small 
number attended this running day.  
However, trains ran and those that visited were 
pleased to see The Morpork Railway in opera-

 

 

Dan’s locos double head a train across the walkway crossing  

Preparing the locos for their next assignment at Dan’s engine shed  Brian’s stainz shows its pulling power 
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Early January saw a busy time at Squirrel Val-
ley Railway. There was a visiting group of In-
ternational Railfans touring the North Island 
with a number of Kiwi hosts, and they had 
made arrangements to pop in for a visit for 
morning tea at Squirrel Valley.  
 
We had about 30 guests for morning tea and 
the trains ran perfectly. It was great fun to host 
these overseas guests and to enjoy their appre-
ciation of our little bit of paradise.  
 
I happened to have the LGB Santa Fe F7 a and 
b along with my set of streamliners running 
with the dome cars and an observation car on 
the back, and one of the guests piped up and 
said "that's my carriage you have there" in his 
broard Texan drawl!!  
 
It turns out that one of 
our guests was Fred 
Springer who just 
happens to own an oil 
well, but more impor-
tantly, he owns a real 
life full size ex Santa 
Fe observation car 
that he ties on to 
trains all over the US 
and travels around 
with them. He has a 
crew on board includ-

ing his own chef.  
Well, he kindly gave me a couple of hat pins 
that are scale reproductions of the round logo 
on the back of his observation car, so I 
promptly removed the "Super Chief" logo and 
fitted his "Vista Canyon" logo to my little LGB 
observation car. 
 
 Now when I run this train it reminds me of the 
good times sharing my hobby with all those 
international guests. Above is a picture taken 
of our guests, from as far afield as the US and 
the UK. 
 
Grant & Donna Alexander 
Squirrel Valley Railway 
Cambridge, NZ. 

Squirrel Valley Visitors 

 

This layout will be on available 
for viewing during the Garden 
Railway Mini Convention to be 
held in Tawa on 15th - 16th March 
2008.   
Registration forms can be 
downloaded from the Wellington 
Garden Railway Group website at 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.
htm 

Right:  Winding on the hand brake and 
loading the gear in to the trusty V8 at the 
end of another long day on the railway. 



ered trains. We must keep those rails 
polished. 
 
Derek took down a poor running Ma-
mond live steam loco for the live steam 
boys to have a look at. After some ex-
pert examining, it was decided what 
was required to put it right. I think the 
Meth boys now have a new recruit; this 
live steam can be a very dangerous ad-
diction.  
 
David Petchey fired up his own little 
Mamond with the required dose of 
meths and water.   It soon took off like 
a scalded cat, with the others trying to 
get their trains off the line before being 
rear ended by this rail bound missile. 
 

Andy Whyman took along his famous steam 
rail bus; and it is still waiting for the coach 
builders to build the body.  Raynor tried to put 
a square plastic flower pot on it which made it 
look like one of those portable plastic toilets. I 
am not sure if Andy took it off because it made 
it look ridiculous or the plastic would melt. Be-
ing a geared down oscillator this ran a lot more 
sedately. 
 
The weather men or women did get it right in 
the end and we had a short rain shower, but the 
canopy of the trees keep us dry. Yes it was a 
near perfect as can be summer evening. 
 
After supper it was starting to get dark so we 
made our way back through those darken lanes 
dropping Carl off at Huntly.  We took the back 
road to Rangiriri making sure this time we took 
the right turnoff at the power station. The last 
time which was the first time I tried this route 
and in daytime I got completely lost. With us 
crossing that great divide again and those won-
derful Auckland lights all laid out before us we 
knew we had completed another successful ex-
pedition.  
 
Thank you again ladies and gentlemen of the 
Hamilton GROW Group for that lovely Friday 
evening. 
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Waikato Raid 

By Michael Hilliar 

 
Last month I received a jubilant email from 
Raynor that the Friday night before, at one of 
their get togethers, Raynor and the other mem-
bers of the GROW Group had finally com-
pleted the circuit of the Ben Rachel railroad. 
So pleased with this progress was Raynor, that 
he organized another Friday night.  With those 
barmy summer evenings we had been having I 
thought we Aucklanders could organize an 
evening raid over the Hill. So with our email 
updates I did manage to raise a small raiding 
party consisting of Dennis Lindsay, Derek 
Cooper and I.  By the end of the week the 
weather forecasters were promoting a change 
for the worse; but these barmy evenings were 
still hanging on. 
 
Three of us set of into the heavy Auckland Fri-
day night outward bound traffic, which fortu-
nately picked up just south of Papakura. On 
cresting the GREAT DIVIDE and looking over 
towards Hamilton, it was still looking to being 
a great evening. Where was that rain we were 
promised?   
 
With a slight detour to pick up Carl Busing at 
Huntly we arrived at Raynor’s in good time.  It 
didn’t look like it was going to be a working 
bee; but a full on running session, with the lo-
cals unpacking and running their battery pow-

 

Left to Right: David Petchey, Derek Cooper & Andy Whyman 



The Garden Whistle - March 2008 

Page 15 

MANUAL for the Instruction of Locomotive and Shunting staff  
at 

SAVOY  HOLZBLASER  IDIOTENSICHEN  TEUFELEI  EISENBAHN 
 

1.1 INTRODUCTION:-   The Savoy holzblaser  idiotensichen  teufelei  layout follows roughly a figure of eight shape 
(the “main line”) with an extension (the “lower branch”) to a terminal marshalling yard. 
1.11    Grades on the Savoy holzblaser  idiotensichen  teufelei  eisenbahn are limited to 3% on other than two 5% areas 
which will become obvious to all observers. 
1.12     Curves on the Savoy holzblaser  idiotensichen  teufelei  eisenbahn  have a minimum radius of 1.2 metres. 
 
2.101   LOCOMOTIVE OPERATION: -   
2.1      Locomotives may be operated either by analogue or digital command control conventions, but not by both at 
once. 
2.11   In either case operation is entirely by radio control. 
2.12   Analogue shall be by means of the Aristocraft  Train Engineer on frequency 1 for all locos. These frequencies 
are located at the top of the radio transmitter hand piece and chosen by means of left or right buttons, the operation of 
which is confirmed by the alternately red or green flashing light emitting diodes. Acceleration, directional and braking 
controls are as labeled, but will be found to operate fairly slowly.  
2.13    Digital control is by means of the LGB  Multi train system,  configured on computer software. 
2.131  Operators unfamiliar with DCC    MUST    refer to the District  Mechanical Engineer for instruction.  
2.132  Locomotives  brought here by Club members and  equipped with decoders to NMRA convention may be recon-
figured to any address at the wish of the operator (with some possible limitations) and returned to original or to default 
addresses at the end of the session. 
 
3.101   ROUTE OPERATION: -   
3.1             Routes on the Savoy holzblaser  idiotensichen  teufelei  eisenbahn  are set entirely by compressed air op-
eration. 
3.11      CAUTION: - Participants are warned that the compressor may commence at any time, thus startling the un-
wary. 
3.2         Routes are controlled by EITHER BUT NOT BOTH the internal or the external  Air control panels of which 
there are two in each locale - one for the terminal marshalling yard, and the other for the main lines, loops, and double 
crossover. 
3.21        Routes are portrayed on control panels by diagrammatic representation, and require that an operator first fa-
miliarize her or himself by walking the track. The diagrams will then become clear. 
3.211       Control over internal or external panels is selected by means of the toggle on one side of the lower  “cat 
door” through which entrance is gained to the storage yard. 
3.22         Routes are chosen and points (turnouts) changed by the operation of toggle levers placed on the diagrams in 
relevant positions. A toggle should be turned in the direction in which it is desired that the locomotive should proceed 
through the turnout(s) in relation to the diagram. 
3.23           DOUBLE CROSSOVER: - Movements through the double crossover are limited, or short circuits will oc-
cur. The control toggles therefore point to one or other of the diagonal routes through the diagram. 
3.231        The locking toggle limits travel through the double crossover to either:- (a) Travel straight through either 
“main line”, or “lower branch”. 
(b)   Travel up or down from “main line” to “lower branch” . 
(c)   Travel up or down from “lower branch” to “main line” 
So the control allows “either but not both” 
3.232         The two air operated semaphore home signals allow or refuse travel up or down the “main line” or the 
“lower branch” respectively when points are set to move over the cross. 
 
4.101  SIGNALS  Automatically operated by the passage of a train   (perhaps) 
 
5.01  YARD OPERATIONS 
5.1                   Yard turnouts are controlled from the diagrammatic panels. 
5.3                  Turntable - still requires some tweaking and at the time of writing is not operable. When finally it is it 
will be controlled from another channel on the Aristocraft Train Engineer. 
 
6.01  REFRESHMENTS 
6.1   The design of the Savoy holzblaser  idiotensichen  teufelei Eisenbahn  and the peculiarities of the hosts combine 
to ensure that the afternoon of January 22 will be an “open house”. 
6.12     Notwithstanding any domestic instructions they may have been received to the contrary,  genuine workers will 
find something to their advantage - cold - and to suit all tastes -  (except Dennis who drinks whiskey)  in the refrigera-
tor in the laundry at the top of the stairs.   

Ken Macdiarmid 
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Auckland: 
 

15 & 16th March:  

Wellington G Scale  
Mini Convention  

 

Sunday 27th April: 

John & Helen Stephenson  
Remuera 

 
Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge 
Model Railway Group 
C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 
Auckland 2102 
Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 
 

Waikato: 
 

Friday 7th March: 

Raynor Johnston,  
147 Osborne Road,  
Horsham Downs  

 
 
 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

15 & 16th March:  

Wellington G Scale  
Mini Convention 

 

Sunday 30th March: 

Neil Wiggins. 
172 Tuahiwi Rd 

Tuahiwi 
 

Club Contact: 
Christchurch Garden  
Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 
Chairman: Don Ellis  
ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  
 

Other Events: 
15 & 16th March: 

Wellington G Scale Mini  

Convention.  Tawa. 
See your club co-ordinator for an 
information sheet and registration 
form, or contact Ian Galbraith: 
peninsok@culcreuchfold.org.nz  

Friday 4th April: 

Grant Alexander,  
1863 Hamilton Road,  

Cambridge  
 

Club Contact: 
GROW:  Garden Railway  
Operators of Waikato! 
Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

15 & 16th March:  

Wellington G Scale  
Mini Convention 

 
Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

for more details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson  
39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 

Wellington  5028 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Some events you may be interested 
in: 
 
Silverstream Railway 25th celebrations. 
5th & 6th April. Goods trains Saturday, 
DE 505 & 508 double heading, C 847 
and C132. Rm 30 will be shuttling pho-
tographers to our two photo locations. 
Sunday will feature the same locos shar-
ing duties hauling passenger trains. 
 

Ferrymead Railway Railfans Weekend, 
Easter Weekend 22-24March. Including 
visiting locos from McLeans Is & 
Jb1236, Mainline Steam. 
Saturday: Steam, Diesel & Electric 
goods & passenger trains. entry $30. 
Sun & Mon: Steam Passenger trains. 
Normal park entry $12. 

I recently had 2 
unwelcome visi-
tors. Two hedge-
hogs climbed, (or 
fell), into the bath 
tub which is being 
used as a water 
feature, and is set 
into the ground.  
The sides were 
too steep for them 
to climb out, so I 
had to scoop them 

out with a shovel.  The bad news was I had just cleaned it the 
previous day, in preparation for the rock-coat mixture.  But 
they left such a dirty mess, that I had to clean it again and de-
lay applying the mixture.  However it is all done now, and it 
looks more like a water pond than a bath tub. 

Rocky Creek Visitors 

 


