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 Derek Cooper’s ‘Lynn’ steaming up on  Raynor’s “BenRachel” Railway in Hamilton.      Photo: Raynor Johnston. 



spective trains to keep me company for the 

next hour or so while I put out the buildings 

and people. As usual the loco's ran well, the 

track seemed to be in good order (well it was 

run last weekend too) but the weather slowly 

deteriorated, so by the 

time the first of our 

guests had arrived we 

had already had a little 

drizzle.  

Luckily the rain didn't 

develop into anything 

more serious than a 

couple of light show-

ers and although dur-

ing the day it threat-

ened a few times we 

never had to go run-

ning inside. We had a 

great turnout from 

GROW, in fact I think 

we had a full atten-
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Spring Steam-Up at Squirrel Valley  

By Grant Alexander 

 

Saturday the 4th October dawned a fantastic 

day, blue sky, not a cloud visible, so it was off 

outside for me, a quick clean of the rails and 

out with a couple of LGB Moguls and their re-

 

David's train exiting the tunnel after leaving Hungry Creek Depot 

The Lipsey family at the main station. Stefan is attending to the fire while his Dad looks on 
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dance. Well done class :-).  

We also had an excellent 

turnout of visiting trains, 

steam and battery powered 

as well as my own track 

powered lot. A new poten-

tial member arrived with a 

nice little porter that was 

based on an LGB Toytrain 

loco but heavily weathered 

and towing a well kit-

bashed tender, and he had 

battery power with R/C 

and it ran well. I think the 

only comment was the pink 

aerial coming out of the 

roof of the box car! As 

Tony said, if you're gunna 

see it, you might as well 

make the most of it. 

Hmmmm.  

Stefan has been going 

through the procedure at 

our local Model Engineer-

ing Club to get his Steam 

Loco drivers ticket, so he 

put our 7¼ steamer into ac-

tion and was seen most of 

the day circulating on the 

big track with that, and 

sharing the driving and 

providing "training" to 

other members of the 

group.  

All in all an excellent day, 

very much enjoyed by the 

hosts, and hopefully by the 

guests also. Don't forget, 

we're opening again in De-

cember for the Auckland 

45mm Gauge Group, see 

you all then, and if Stefan's 

willing we might be able to 

convince him to fire up the 

big loco again.  

 

Grant, Donna and Lily 

Alexander 

Squirrel Valley Railway 

Cambridge, NZ. 

Nearly a full attendance of GROW members here 

Geoff's Lady Anne with a great train of the good value HLW 4 wheelers 

David's Caradoc with scratch built carriages at the junction to Cactus Flats 



Construction was from Precision Board in 

bevel backed weatherboard profile. This mate-

rial was purchased at the Garden Railway Con-

vention in Las Vegas in 2007. 

 

The various wall sections were cut on the 

bench saw and the joints mitred. The window 

openings were milled out. 

The following photos will show progress to 

date. 

 

More photos can be found on the G Scale Mad 

website: 

http://www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.php?

showtopic=1050 
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By Ian Galbraith (Masterton) 

 

When the extension to the Culcreuch Fold Gar-

den Railway was started, a station was in the 

scheme. Wanting something a little different I 

chose to make a representation of the station 

that was situated at Burkes, just north of Dune-

din, in the South Island.  

 

This station backed on to the sea, had a 

wooden platform, three buildings and a urinal. 

Looking at the station from the track the build-

ings, from right to left were, Station Agent's 

Office, Signal Box, Passenger Shelter and be-

hind a fence, the urinal. 

 

A new station for the Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 

Milling out the window openings  

The finished ‘Burkes’ Station buildings. 

Mitred 45 deg corners on the signal box  
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Right:  The buildings with the 

corner boxes and door frames 

fitted. These were glued with 

Gorilla glue and pinned  with 

Grex headless pins. 

 

Below: A trial fit beside the 

bridge, (which was featured in 

the June “Garden Whistle”). 

Below Left: The urinal was made 

from styrene. The base is 1mm 

with the step made from 3mm. 

The 'walls' are 1:24 scale corru-

gated styrene painted silver/grey. 
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The Christchurch Big Model Train Show 

Andrew and Glenn operating the club layout Ross and Karl with “Jessie Falls” 

Tony and Rob with “Letsgetbizi 3” Graeme turning locos  

Glen with “The Stamping Ground” (Gn15 scale) Brian and Phil with “The Big West” (N scale) 

This year was the 20th anniversary show.  32 lay-

outs and various trade stands were on display. A 

long queue formed on Saturday waiting to get in, 

such is the popularity of the show. Christchurch 

club members were involved with a number of lay-

outs. Ian and Ann Galbraith & Wayne Haste from 

the Wellington Group even flew down for the 

weekend to help run trains. More photos (and some 

video) of the layouts on display can be found on 

the official show website:  www.trainshow.co.nz   

(look for the link to the photos page at the bottom 

right hand corner). 



early October.  Vic was a member in the earlier 

days of the club 

The November meeting is at my Rocky Creek 

Railway.  This is a reminder that the grades are 

4%, so if you have any gutless wonders, it is 

probably best if you leave them at home ☺ 
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By Glen Anthony 

 

The October meeting in Christchurch was 

hosted by Sandra Alexander.  It was a tribute 

to Roger, as the meeting date was a few days 

within the first anniversary of his passing. 

The family had got the railway ready for us 

and even cleaned the tracks and run a test train. 

Wagons brought along by various people 

ended up finding their way into one communal 

train load, which was pulled by various en-

gines.  

By the end of the afternoon the consist had 

amassed to well over twenty bogie wagons.  It 

doesn’t sound that much, but when you see 

them all joined up snaking around the track, it 

is actually quite a distance (and a considerable 

weight to pull).  Surprisingly one of Andrew’s 

old Bachmann Big Haulers managed to tow 16 

on it’s own! 

Some video highlights can be found at:  

www.trainweb.org/nzgr/CGRS.html 

Sadly we note the passing of Vic Sherstone, in 

Sandra’s Railway 

Dean has made this master, which he is hoping to use to 

vacuum form ends for his NZR 88 seater twinset railcar  
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By Michael Hilliar 

 

In my write up of last years meeting I noted 

‘maybe next year I would get my fine weather 

meeting’. In the past I have always ended up 

with the midwinter meeting, the one I have 

most difficulty in filling. Last year I opted for a 

later date; but that too ended up with heavy 

rain, this year for the first time it was fine! 

 

As with all big events, preparations should 

have started a few weeks before, but this year 

again ended up with the big tidy up of the shed 

and garden the day before. My track generally 

only gets used once a year, so it was fairly oxi-

dized, which I usually clean it using a very fine 

wet and dry emery paper.  Henrik Dorbeck 

again gave me a hand in cleaning the track and 

he brought along one 

of those LGB track 

cleaning blocks. This  

with Henrik behind it, 

soon made a very good 

job of it and the test 

run of the mogul only 

showed up the need to 

tidy up a couple of rail 

joiners. I guess I 

should get one of those 

LGB cleaning blocks. 

Mike & Liz’s Meeting 

 

Derek Coopers live steam Silver Lady’ made by Roundhouse in the UK, on Michaels big trestle. 

 

Henrik Dorbeck’s scratch built wagons from the ‘Lynton and Barnstable’ line 
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At the appointed hour 

members began to turn 

up with their boxes of 

equipment under arm 

or on trolleys. Derek 

Cooper brought along 

a very nice Round 

house live steam Sil-

ver Lady. He soon had 

an audience around 

him as he proceeded 

with the lighting up 

sequence.  Henrik also 

brought along his five 

scratch built Lynton 

and Barnstable four 

wheel goods wagons 

he’s building which 

were added to Derek’s 

engine to pull. We were all impressed with 

how slowly and smoothly this engine ran.  We 

weren’t too sure whether its wheels were insu-

lated, but while admiring it out in the garden, 

out of the shed came Don Oliver’s train so that 

proved we could run two trains at once. Later 

we tried to run two small trains in the same di-

rection together; but found that the owner of 

one of them in wiring it up for DCC, had his 

wires crossed.  I must at sometime look at go-

ing to DCC as this circuit is really too large to 

be just running one train.  When that b……. 

cat house is gone and the second station goes 

up in it’s place, I hope to run opposing trains 

 

 

A crowd gathered in the train shed to watch Derek Cooper steam his loco. 

Michael the Hunslet exiting from one of Mike Hilliar’s cast concrete tunnel mouths. 
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crossing each other so the use 

of DCC should be a great bene-

fit.  

 

I tried to take pictures of most 

of the visiting locomotives, but 

the strong light and harsh shad-

ows made some of these shots 

difficult.  

 

Afternoon tea this time was also 

served in the garden, another 

first, I do hope everyone didn’t 

mind being outside, it was a 

great afternoon. 

 

The railway is still progressing 

slowly I am now in the 19th year 

of the 10 year plan. The only 

progress since last year is the 

fabrication of the troughs to 

form the river base. I have used 

some heavy plastic that has 

been molded around the border-

ing rocks by heating with a hot 

air gun. Once these sections are 

bolted and sealed to form one 

unit, flat bottomed rocks will be 

laid to regulate the water flow. 

Hopefully this will create a real-

istic river with two waterfalls 

and rapids. 

 

Yes I thought it was a good 

meeting, a good turnout of 

members with engines to 

run and course great 

weather, what more could 

you want????? 

 

 

Alf William's mallet passing the plastic troughs for the river 

Robert Graham’s White Pass diesel crossing the trestle 

Afternoon tea time 
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New Railway Opens 

By John Robinson 

 

Always nice when you see that headline, and it 

was a real treat for the Wellington Garden 

Railway Group to have been able to be at such 

an event.  Chris Rogers kindly planned the 

opening of his railway in Palmerston North to 

coincide with our October running afternoon.  

We almost postponed the event as the morning 

was atrociously wet, but with a 

skill at predicting the weather that 

would put the Met Service to 

shame, we just knew the afternoon 

would get better; and it did, just. 

 

Set in a beautiful sheltered garden 

is this new railway.  Is it anything 

special?  Oh definitely yes.  True 

it’s compact, a relatively simple 

double track loop between the 

workshop and house, but it just 

seems to “feel right” and uses the 

space well.  One point of 

difference is the use of Peco code 

250 track for most of the railway, 

including code 250 turnouts (or points, or 

switches whatever is your persuasion). It’s the 

first time I’ve seen code 250 in use and it does 

look nice, well suited to Chris’s use of raised 

baseboard type construction where there is no 

risk of being walked on.  All the turnouts are 

air operated using the E-Z Air Motion Control 

 

Chris’ Stainz with his train load of scratch built carriages, passes John’s Stainz heading the other way 



and more planned.  Track power was available 

on the day for those of us who brought along 

“normal stuff” to run, but also in operation was 

Murray Bold’s also radio controlled battery 

powered D and Lloyd Dicken’s live steam 

Shay and Lady Ann.  The cool afternoon was 

ideal for the live steamers, the warmth from 

the boilers most welcome!  Not really, but in 

the cool day was ideal for a nice steam plume, 

love watching Lady Ann resplendent in blue. 

The structures on the railway are all scratch 

built with a fine level of detail, sadly we dis-
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system, it works well, though we all had a wee 

chuckle at the rather grunty compressor Chris 

is using.  When I got nosey and invited myself 

into his well equipped extensive, and I mean 

extensive workshop I could see what the 

compressor was normally used for, Chris being 

well know in miniature railway circles for his 

live steam builds. 

 

All Chris’s present locos are radio controlled 

battery power, with batteries in trailing cars, 

but he has a live steamer under construction 

Lloyds Lady Ann sets off from the station amidst a cloud of smoke and steam 

Murray Bold’s radio controlled, battery powered NZR D class crosses the viaduct over the water feature. 



railway a jolly good testing, no-one seemed to 

leave early, so I would say that is a fine 

complement in itself.  As usual you can find 

some more pictures on G Scale Mad at  http://

www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.php?

showtopic=902   (As an aside GSM is being hit 

by spammers and other nasties lately trying to 

crash his server, when you consider it’s a free 

private run forum it very impressive that Jason 

keeps it going, it’s such a good resource.)  

Thanks again Chris and Pam, it really was a 

great afternoon. 
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covered the roofing material Chris used didn’t 

like the initial damp conditions, but he has an 

alternative material planned.  Another scratch 

build was the set of three compartment coaches 

you see in the pictures, no worries with these 

beauties, even it some of our driving did put 

them through some rugged testing, opps. 

 

Pam Rogers provided a generous afternoon tea, 

to the accompaniment of Murray’s Bachmann 

tram running a shuttle service in the lounge, 

boys will be boys.  All up I think we gave the 

 

FOR SALE 

 
USA TRAINS  

Set Of PA-1 PB-1 Locomotives  
Both powered in as new condition.  

Selling on behalf for a gent as they are too 
 big for his railway. He would like $800 ono. 

Please contact  
Don Ellis, PO Box 7145, Christchurch  

Ph (wk) 03 3656 555  
Fx         03 3652 267  

don@computercables.co.nz 

Chris Rogers setting up his train 

Chris’ scratch built station building has lots of little details like down pipes and flower pots 
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By Dean Farrow (Christchurch) 

 

During a recent trip to Korea, and while stay-

ing at Jeongseon (south east of Seoul), our 

hosts took us to a nearby attraction.  

A now disused coal and wood carrying railway 

track has been preserved for recreational use. 

The 7.2km line between Gujeolli and Auraji 

Stations is now home to the ‘Rail Bikes’. From 

the upper station car park, every two hours 

each day, a procession of rail bikes, both two 

and four seater, depart on their downhill jour-

ney. 

This takes the riders through three tunnels, 

across bridges, roadways and past wonderful 

scenery. Locomotion is by pedal power, but 

due to the reasonable grade most of the way 

down, not a lot of effort is required.  

Once at the bottom station, riders board a train 

(diesel powered) which has followed the con-

Rail Bikes in Korea 

Dean and Lois on a two seater bike. 

Some of the spectacular scenery as the line heads across bridges and through tunnels 

A four seater bike for families with small kids 
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voy down. The bikes are hitched together and 

connected to the train for the return trip to the 

upper station, all ready for the next run. The 

vehicles are fitted with hand brakes operated 

from between the seats. It was fascinating to 

see ALL pedals turning on the reverse trip, due 

to the ratchet drives. 

It was a very enjoyable and well organised ex-

perience.  

We came away with an ‘optional’ commer-

cially taken photograph as a souvenir, of 

course. 

The train arrives back -  a steam (diesel ) loco towing carriages and a long line of bikes 

Looking out the back of the train as we are towed back The pedal and chain drive 

Lined up ready to leave 
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 

G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 23rd November: 

Glen & Brenda Anthony 

59 Colombo St 

Cashmere. 1-4pm 

 
Sunday 7th December: 

Karl & Alison Arnesen 

Xmas (lunchtime) BBQ 

 
Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

Club Contact: 

GROW:  Garden Railway  

Operators of Waikato! 

Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  

Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 
 

 

 

Wellington: 
 

Saturday 1st November:  

Murray Clark’s opening 

& BBQ. 4pm. Carterton 

 

Tuesday 4th November:  

Gavin Sowry. Lower Hutt   

Twilight running 

 

23 & 24 November:  

Rail Ex, Porirua 
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

for more details. 
 

Club Contact: 

Wellington Garden Railway Group 

www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, 

Tawa, Wellington  5028 

Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 30th November: 

Alf and Rosie Williams 

64 Derbyshire Lane, Karaka. 
2pm onwards, wet or fine 

AGM and B-B-Q 

bring a train and those staying on 

something for a shared BBQ tea 

 

Sunday 14th December: 

Grant & Donna Alexander 

Cambridge 
 

Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway 

Group. C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

 

 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 1st November: 
Stephan Lipsey,  

8 Regent St, Hamilton  

 

Saturday 6th December: 
Andy Whyman,  

399 Matangi Road, Matangi 

7 & 8 March 2009, NZ Garden 

Railway Convention, Te Atatu 

South,  Auckland. http://www.

culcreuchfold.org.nz/

auckland2009.htm 

Email: Auck-

Con2009@vodafone.co.nz 

Other Events: 

Right:  The first in a series from the 

drawing board of Raynor Johnston 

in Hamilton 

Correction: 
 

Last months Bridge over the 

River Kwai article contained 

two errors: 

1. The garrett loco photo was at 

the Kanchanaburi railway sta-

tion, not at the quarry (pg12).  

2. Jim Statons’s correct email 

address is: 

staton.jim@gmail.com  

 These mistakes were the fault 

of the editor, not the author. 


