
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

October 2008 

The flowering  Daffodils mark the beginning of Spring.    And  to celebrate the “Culcreuch Fold  
Garden Railway” ran its own Daffodil Day Express, complete with appropriate headboard.    Ian 
reports this was a substitute for the real train which usually runs to Masterton each year, but was 
cancelled this year when only 29 of the 250 seats were booked.                    Photo: Ian Galbraith. 



on his home theatre.  But since we’ve 
planned it this way it’s been fine on the day.  
And this year was no different, it was a 
cracker of a day, fine, calm and warm. 
 
So what can I report really but to do the usual 
stuff of thanking the hosts for a great day, 

thank those who 
turned up, including 
visitors from Aussie, 
and bragging what a 
great afternoon we 
had.   
No real miss adven-
tures to report, no 
blown up Bachmann 
loco’s and no-one 
managed to repro-
gram all loco’s to 
DCC address 08 and 
no-one tailgated any 
trains, well okay we 
got close but that 
doesn’t count. 
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The Linden Railway 

By John Robinson 
 
For the Wellington Garden Railway Group’s 
September running afternoon it’s becoming a 
tradition to meet at Brian and Fiona Russell’s 
Linden Railway in, ah Linden.  We set it this 
way so if it’s wet, we can avoid turning his 
lawn to mud, and watch garden railway DVD’s 

 

Passing through a rural farm scene with cows in the field and farmer on a tractor 

Brian’s train of NZR wagons scratch built by Wayne Haste on its first official run 
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Having it’s first official 
showing was Brian’s train 
load of scratch built NZR 
wagons made by Wayne 
Haste based on LGB Toy 
Train under-frames that 
look really great.  I hear a 
suitable loco is in the pipe-
line, watch this space as 
they say. 
 
The railway runs an 
MTSIII / Massoth Naviga-
tor DCC control and it’s 
works a treat with sound 
equipped loco’s.  The 
Navigator allowing fea-
tures not available using 
LGB’s own MTS hand-
pieces, and of course the 
navigator works cordless 
too.    
 
From memory the early 
parts of Linden railway are 
now something like 6 to 8 
years old, and is thus one 
of the founding fathers of 
garden railways in our 
area.  This alone makes the 
railway worth a visit.   
Being raised at a nice lean-
ing height seems to make it 
a very user friendly rail-
way, this adding to the so-
cial side too.  There is a 
wide capping to the front 
retaining wall to rest suit-
able beverages, very 
handy, maybe that’s why I 
visit rather a lot.   
 
There are a few more pics 
on the rebuilt G Scale Mad 
Forum at http://www.
gscalemad.co.uk/forum/
index.php?showtopic=283  
 
Well that’s it from me, 
maybe catch you at next 
month’s running afternoon. 

Driver at the controls, with Fiona’s award winning Yard office in the  background 

A train load of coal hoppers arriving at the yard 

Gavin’s loco parked by the water tower with a town scene in the background 



The railway is set in an attractive area just out-
side the main living area. 
For the construction, John used an interesting 
variation on the base course method for ground 

level track.   
 
He dug a small trench, and 
put in a plastic channel 
called snap-it. This defined 
the track bed in the garden 
area, and stopped the ballast 
getting spread all over the 
garden.   
 
The channel is designed as 
a former for pouring con-
crete landscape edging 
around lawns (when the 
concrete has dried you are 
supposed to cut the plastic 
edges off).  The channel 
comes in pre-formed 
straights and curves. Con-
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By Glen Anthony 
 
It was a pleasant warm spring day for the 
Christchurch meeting at John and Kathy Ham-
ilton’s new railway.  

John’s Railway 

 

There was a variety of styles and sizes of trains run, as is apparent in this view  

Chris Greer’s new  USA Trains loco with sound making a  run. 
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veniently the curves are the same radius as the 
standard G scale curves.   
So John just put the channels into the ground 
and filled it with shingle and base course, then 
put track on top.  The plastic already has small 
drainage holes in it.  More details can be found 
at http://www.snap-it.co.nz/. 
 
There was a short briefing about the upcoming 
Christchurch Big Model Train Show (now less 
than two weeks away). You should receive a 
roster with this newsletter, and you will see 
there are still some gaps to be filled. So if you 

Deans railcar passes Chris’ loco with Andrew’s train Progress photo of Bernie’s new railway 

are able to help out, please contact Don Ellis.  
The club also committed to buying some 
points from Fred Gear for future development 
of the club portable layout. 
 
Karl has offered to host the Christmas BBQ at 
his place in early December.  More details 
later.  
 
Bernie Rose brought along some progress 
shots of the layout he is building in a 10 x 3 
metre area at his house. (reprinted below). 
  

There is plenty of room left for the plants and creepers to expand over the surrounding area  
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Goodbye Winter... 

This month we pay a tribute to what (is hopefully) the 
last of our winter photos for this year.  
Above: a very  heavy frost on Chris Drowleys “Chester 

Railway” in  Wellington. 
Below: Snow on Glen Anthony’s “Rocky Creek Rail-
way” in Christchurch.  
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… Hello Spring 

And now welcome to Spring!  Above:  The blossom and 
flowers are coming out beautifully on John Robinson’s 
“H & M Garden Railway” in Wellington 

Below: A Mikado bursts through the spring colour on 
Karl Arnsen’s Mt Catt & Jessie Falls line in Christ-
church 



ling off the track and seriously distorting the 
cab etc. So it was sent back to the UK for a fix. 
The service from Roundhouse was most im-
pressive; they had it back as new within 10 
days. How’s that for service?  
But the Accucraft “Lynn” while absolutely 
stunning in detail would not steam properly as 

the instructions indicated. It seems 
when closing the firebox door after 
the first 2 minutes of burning, the fire 
would last 40 or so seconds and then 
go out. This was very disturbing for a 
new locomotive.   
So after mucking about for a bit, and 
with his Lady Ann back our Derek 
(never slow on the ground I venture 
to say) was keen to sort it out.  So a 
quick call was made to Doctor 
Whyman in Cambridge.  A visit was 
arranged at short notice to the Ben 
Rachel to see if the problem could be 
sorted. 
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By Raynor Johnston (Hamilton) 
 
When Derek Cooper’s new locomotives ar-
rived some time ago he was, as we all would 
be, really excited and keen to get them steam-
ing.  
I’m not quite sure of the history but his Round-
house “Silver Lady” had an early disaster fal-

Live Steam on the BenRahel 
(or Dr. Whyman's affaire with “Lynn”). 

 

A Christmas Gnome keeps and eye on Lynn and Sliver Lady resting on the BenRachel Railway 

Steaming up Lynn 
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Anyway the short story is 
that the gas jet was par-
tially blocked off.  Some 
fuse wire poked down the 
hole resulted in something 
being removed, but maybe 
not all of it.  New jets have 
been ordered as a perma-
nent solution, but the fix 
was enough to get both lo-
comot ives s teaming 
around BenRachel ’s 
lumpy track.  
The train consisted of two 
Accucraft 4 axle high sid-
ers and 1 MRS bogie van.  
Both engines pulled the 
consist around pretty ef-
fortlessly, even stopping at 
the station before the steep 
climb out when running 
clockwise on the track. I 
must say that the radio 
control makes the whole 
set up most impressive. 
Being a great morning 
weather-wise the photos 
look good though the 
spring weed growth is 
fairly aggressive right 
now. 
So once again Doc 
Whyman, steam guru of 
the Waikato, administers 
to the stricken. Hope ACC pays up! 

Lynn running bunker-first Silver Lady steaming up through a cutting 

 

Sliver Lady crossing the curved viaduct 
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NEW ZEALAND GARDEN RAILWAY TRACK 

 

Prices as at 1st September 2008 
 

•   This is a new and improved profile rail which has a flat top for better contact and 
adhesion and is more flexible than the previous New Zealand rail. 

•    It is now available in a range of lengths. (NOTE; The 3.6 meter lengths only avail-
able for collection at our Glen Eden warehouse.) 

•    New and improved sleepers are now self spacing. 
•    Freight and packing extra – Ask for quote. 

 
TRACK PRICES 
      .6 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $26.21 
     1.2 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $44.88 
       1.8 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $60.24 
       3.6 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $107.00 

RAIL PRICES 
       Rail cut to the above lengths at customers’ request - $13.15 per meter. 
 
SPECIAL OFFER WHILE STOCKS LAST 
       Old pattern sleepers – (These cannot be used with the new rail) 
       (Note also that the old rail cannot be used with the new sleepers) 
       .33 cents each (2 sleepers) 

CONTACT Graeme Quayle,   47 Oreil Avenue,   West Harbour,                                        
Waitakere City, 0618    Phone/Fax (09) 416 7600 or Email gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz   

 
Some more shots of Derek 
Cooper’s “Silver Lady” 
loco running on Raynor 
Johnston’s Railway in 
Hamilton. 
The loco is made by 
Roundhouse, UK. 
Photos: Raynor Johnston  
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By Tim Auld 
 
After 9 wet weekends in a row the plan to hold 
our August meeting indoors seemed a real in-
spiration.   

However a torrential downpour almost put paid 
to anyone leaving the comfort of their own 
home never mind venturing to the wild west of 
Auckland and the suburb of semi rural Kumeu. 

Tim and Rosemary Auld's home sits in a quiet 
picturesque valley, with romantic stream. 

However with aforementioned deluge the 
stream became a river, the culverts didn't cope 
and their driveway disappeared much to the 
delight of their children but anxiety arose for 
the parents.  

A call was made to Michael Hilliar at 11.30 am 
saying " we're cut off, what do we do?"  It was 
agreed to wait an hour before phoning all the 
group and cancelling.  

At 12.00 the rain eased, the river slowly low-
ered and it was agreed to give it a go. (Plan B 

was to bring everyone down on the tractor and 
trailer and cross the new footbridge on foot.) 

By 2 p.m. the sun was shining.  

 

Two loops of track had been set up in the girls 
dance studio floor, for the day.  

One loop / circuit was LGB MTS, the was 
standard analogue. Members were invited to 
give their models a good pre season blowout.  

About 15 members made the journey and a 
very convivial time was had by all. Wide rang-
ing discussions from the art of installing de-
coders to the demise / resurgence of the LGB 
or the best plants for a garden layout made the 
afternoon pass quickly including a superb af-
ternoon tea.  

At 4.00 p.m. as the meeting closed another tor-
rential downpour gave everyone a challenge to 
get to their cars but the driveway was not 
threatened ! 

Auckland Meeting 

 

                             MTS and analogue track laid out for the winter indoor meeting.                  Photo by Michael Hilliar. 
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By Jim Staton (Hokitika) 
 
Paula and I travelled with friends from Aussie 
to Bangkok five weeks ago. After the usual 
endless market places, our fill of temples, tuk-
tuks, elephants and floating markets we headed 
off to the tiger temple some three hours drive 
north of Bangkok at Soy Yok. This sanctuary 
is a Buddhist monastery run by monks (of 
course) who have real tame tigers - a must to 
visit. Paula and our friends were unaware that 
some 35km from the tiger temple was the 
bridge over the River Kwai. A plot had been 
brewed even before we had left Bangkok! 
 
We stayed overnight at a local resort on the 
river, reasonably priced and quiet as it was out 
of the usual season for tourists. We hired a taxi 
from Bangkok for two days, cost 6,000 Baht, 

around $NZ250 (if anyone is going I have the 
taxi drivers phone number - he was very good 
value). 
 
We duly arrived at the bridge and hello, a train 
ride was on the cards, along with a couple of 
preserved(?) locomotives, and a ride on one of 
those fizz boats down to one of the (three) mu-
seums, then onto the Chungkai cemetery - all 
in all a very sobering side trip but well worth 
doing. The whole death railway thing is com-
mercialised with the usual stalls selling every-
thing imaginable with the bridge emblem on it, 
I purchased a cheep locally produced book 
which gives an account of the construction and 

A Holiday in Bangkok 

Jim at the Bridge over the river Kwai. 

Meter Gauge Garrett parked in an old quarry near the River Kwai Station  

No, not masked terrorists, this is the track gang! 
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associated terrors, along with the allies at-
tempts to destroy the bridges by bombing. 
(There were two bridges, 200m apart, the steel 
one and a wooden one which sorta looked 
more like a bush tram style of bridge). 
 
The main township is Kanchanaburi, which is 
where the Japanese set up their base for build-
ing the railway during the war. The line is one 
metre gauge. It was 400km long and ran be-
tween Ban Pong in Thailand and Thanbyuzayat 
in Burma. It was to carry 3,000 ton per day for 
the Japanese war effort and has the dubious 
distinction of a death for every sleeper = 

approx 16,000 allied troops and 100,000 con-
scripted civilians of various races. 
 
The train ride from the River Kwai station to 
the end of the line at Nam Tok takes around an 
hour, the service was great with good photo 
opportunities (the train hardly stops though, 
but runs slowly through the bluffs section - you 
do not get off though!), Not as smooth as Ki-
wirail, but a good ride behind diesel loco #257, 
well thats what the ticket says! 
 
If anyone wants more details on the death rail-
way as it is today email me at jim@gmail.com 

Not quite as fancy as the Bachmann version, a Rail truck and some wagons set up on display 

No OSH here, crossing the bridge 
with no foot walk or hand rails!  

Inspectors Kalamazoo trolley with 
pump handle at the back 

The daily tourist train arriving at  
the River Kwai Station 
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 
G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events and Contacts 
Christchurch:  

 
4th & 5th October: 

Big Model Train Show 
Pioneer Stadium 
Lyttelton Street 

9:30am - 5pm both days 
 

Sunday 19th October: 
Sandra Alexander 
181 Knowles St 

St Albans 

 
Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden  
Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 
Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 
don@computercables.co.nz  

Club Contact: 
GROW:  Garden Railway  

Operators of Waikato! 
Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 
 
 

Wellington:  
 

Sunday 5th October:  
Chris Roger’s opening 

Palmerston North  
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 
for details. 

 
Club Contact: 

Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson  
39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 

Wellington  5028 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Auckland:  
 

Sunday 19th October: 
Henrik & Heather Dorbeck 

74 Grande Vue Road  
Manurewa  

2 pm - 4 pm wet or fine 
 

Club Contact: 
Auckland 45mm Gauge 
Model Railway Group 

C/- Michael Hilliar 
22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 
Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 
 
 
 

Waikato:  
 

Saturday 4th October: 
Grant Alexander,  

1863 Hamilton Road,  
Cambridge 

 
Saturday 1st November: 

Stephan Lipsey,  
8 Regent St, Hamilton  

 

22 & 23 November Rail Ex 2008, Kennel Club, Porirua, Wellington 
7 & 8 March 2009, NZ Garden Railway Convention, Te Atatu South,  Auck-
land. http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/auckland2009.htm 
Email: AuckCon2009@vodafone.co.nz 

Other Events: 

Another view of the heavy frost on Chris Drowley’s 
Chester  Railway in Wellington. 

The spectacular blossom tree above Grant Alexander’s 
Squirrel Valley Railway in Cambridge. 


