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September 2008 

Dubs C 53 with a short NZR goods train passing through a section reminiscent of some  
west coast bush on the “Rocky Creek Railway”. 9 August 2008.  Photo: Glen Anthony. 



 
The previous weekend I had just about man-
aged to carry out some track maintenance fix 
some joints and replace the “contractors” stub 
points at one of the sidings before the deluge 
struck.  
 
The weeks forecast was not good and did not 
get better as the week wore on. The lawn 
gradually disappearing under water, becom-
ing more and more soggier by the moment. 
On the Wednesday the Gum Tree at Ti Tree 
Flats blew over falling onto three adjoining 
properties but fortunately not across the line.  
  
On Saturday the sun actually came out for a 
few moments long enough to clear the line of 
debris.  At the appointed time Grant appeared 
with his DRGW goose, another railcar, Mo-
gul & passenger train, while Stefan Lipsey 
turned up with a DRGW U Boat and freight 
stock.  The Jackson County Mixed ventured 
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The Jackson County Narrow Gauge 

By John Mayne 
 
We had no shortage of drama before our 2nd 
August GROW gathering on the Jackson 
County Narrow Gauge.    But despite, or 
maybe because of the weather, we had an ex-
cellent turnout and above all everyone seemed 
to enjoy themselves. 

The Jackson County Mixed with a test run around the track 

 

Storm Damage 
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out for a brief lap before disappearing back to 
the shed as Stefan attempted a land speed re-
cord with his diesel and Grant tried to keep his 
train out of the way. 
 
While our intrepid drivers trudged around in 
the mud and the rain, I watched from the shel-
ter of the wood shed beside Clyde & Tim. The 
wiser ones Andy, Martin & Raynor retreated to 
the indoor comforts of the lounge to design a 
more suitable form of motive power and have a 
good chin wag. 
 
At this stage I have basically completed main 
line with several loops and a branch into the 
shed. The question is whether to stick with my 
original plans for a narrow gauge/shortline lei-
surely style of operation with hand operated 
points/switches or upgrade to CTC to allow a 
more intensive mainline operation with some 
form of train control for our GROW Lodge 
meetings.  

Work train at the Bon Tificate Siding 

Raynor’s solution to the wet conditions, a unique 0-16-2 chain driven loco 
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By John Robinson 
Photos by John Robinson & Ian Galbraith 
 
Since we in the Wellington Garden Railway 
Group are very clever we have planned indoor 
meets for the worst of the winter months, so 
for August we set too and visited Wayne 
Haste’s indoor DR empire.  And wouldn’t you 
believe it, it was the sunniest and warmest 
Sunday we’d had for months, and so our num-
bers we’re down a bit as it seems the sun keep 

WGRG Visit to Wayne’s World  

quite a few away!  But having said that those 
who came to take up Wayne and Diana’s hos-
pitality had a good afternoon. 
 
Wayne is part way thorough rejigging the rail-
way to give a minimum of R2 (780mm radius) 
curves on the main line, though  mostly now 
R3 (1195mm radius).  It’s still MTSIII (DCC 
digital) control, with an added extra on the day 
of Brian Russell’s Massoth Navigator hand 
piece in use.  One of the cunning bits is a re-

Brain Russell and Wayne Haste discuss wagons 

The loco depot Ian Galbraith & Brian Cashmore 
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verse loop disguised within the main station 
yard – not a feature for the faint hearted. 
 
Quite a bit of Waynes’ extensive LGB collec-
tion was packed away during the rebuilding 
but there was much of his superbly crafted 
scratch built DR rolling stock on display. 
 
My report on the day is a bit brief as I was late 
getting to there but hopefully the accompany-
ing pictures fill the gap.  You’ll fine a few 
more on G Scale Mad at http://www.

g s c a l e m a d . c o . u k / f o r u m / i n d e x . p h p ?
showtopic=15027&hl  
  
The coming months in Wellington will get 
quite busy, September will see the last of the 
current round of visits in the Tawa basin be-
fore, Wainuiomata in October, Taita and Car-
terton in November plus the RailEx show.  
And all that’s even before we get to summer,  
it promises to be a great spring 

Waiting at the station Wayne’s scratch built NZR guards van 
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By Phillip Cooke 
 
The August meeting in Christchurch, was an-
other show in a school hall, this time on the 
other side of town at Burwood School. This 
gives us a nice indoor venue for the winter, 
plus the opportunity for us (and the school) to 
make some money. 
 
Saturday 16 August work commenced about 
10am  laying a temporary  twin main layout on 
the stage, with Ray Parmenter, Andrew Wil-
son, Graeme Moar, Jonathan and Alan Grue-
ber, Bernie Rose, new member Chris Greer 
and myself involved. This was completed and 
tested by 11.30. 
 
Meanwhile Karl Arnesen and Graeme Wood 
were erecting their layouts, while Rob Wilson 

brought Letz Get Bizi II in later in the after-
noon. 
  
The Sunday was successful from an operating 
point of view, with no major problems, but 
numbers through the door were well down on 
last year. 
 
Quite a number of members and other model-
ers were in attendance on the Sunday. The 
floor layout was mostly operated with large 
American Steam including at one stage a triple 
header of three LGB Unitah Mallets. The only 
European and diesel representation was small 
field railway equipment from Ray and myself. 

Burwood School Show 

Layouts set up in the hall Shed on Rob’s  “Letz Get Bizi” 

Tractor show on Rob’s “Letz Get Bizi” 

Brian’s Mallet (photo by Jonathon Grueber) 

Graeme & Jonathon’s Mallet’s (photo by Jonathon Grueber) 
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Extension leads and multi boxes 
 

The Exhibition Society requires that all exten-
sion leads and multi boxes that are to be used 
at the Big Model Train Show must be tested 
for electrical safety and tagged accordingly, by 
a qualified person.  
I am prepared and qualified to do this, provid-
ing it can be done before the Exhibition.  
If you have leads or multi boxes that you wish 
to use at the Exhibition, please bring them to 
the next meeting at John Hamilton's on 21 Sep-
tember, or if you can’t make it then 
Contact me on 3896-192 to make arrange-
ments.     Phillip Cooke 

By Glen Anthony 
The “Rocky Creek Railway” was hit by snow 
twice in August.  It is unusual to get more than 
one decent snow fall in Christchurch per year, 

Snow on the Rocky Creek Railway 

Setting Up trains at Burwood School 

but last month we got two. And who said we 
have got global warming? So to fill up the re-
maining space on this page, I though I would 
share another one of the photos I took... 
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By John Robinson 
 
For a recent birthday my family treated me to 
several Ozark Miniatures 1:24 scale kitsets, the 
most significant being a Velocipede kit, 
No.0128, the feature of this review. 
 
So starting in the usual fashion let’s open the 
bag to see what goodies we’ve got.  Mmm a 
rather nice collection of white metal bits and 
some brass rods, but a rather heavily photocop-
ied set of instructions.  The white metal bits are 
all well cast with very little flash to trim off.  
The instructions took a couple of readings to 
get to grips with, and I feel would benefit from 
some pictures at a couple of stages through the 

assembly sequence, a bit like the ones I have 
taken I guess!  In fact the quality of the photo-
copying makes the three photos included 
somewhat difficult to see clearly. 
 
Whilst the instructions recommend CA Super 
Glue and 5 minute epoxy glue my preference 
for white metal kits is low temperature solder, 
supplemented, in this case with some full tem-
perature solder on the brass axles.  Low melt 
soldering is quicker and allows readily disman-
tling parts when you get your left and right 
sides mixed up, not that I did of course.  Gen-
erally I followed the instruction sequence, 
though I made all my joints solid, rather than 

attempt to make it a working 
model, which if strictly follow-
ing the instructions would be 
possible, thought I’m not sure 
how much use a working ve-
locipede would be. 
 
So apart from soldering all 
joints solid, I followed the as-
sembly sequence set out in the 
instructions until it came to set-
ting up the right (outrigger side) 

Ozark Miniatures Velocipede Kit 

 

The parts laid out ready for construction  

The finished velocipede and hand car kit on the H & M Garden Railway with John’s famous Dub’s A passing 
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eccentric, pedal rod and the 
drive rods linking them all up.  
I bent and fitted the pedal rod 
first and dry fitted the pedal 
drive rods, next I slipped on 
the right eccentric but didn’t 
solder it, then fitted the eccen-
tric rods.  Once all was lined 
up I then soldered up the 
joints, trimmed the various 
shaft ends and fitted the ped-
als.  After that I continued to 
follow the instructions se-
quence again until completed. 
 
Included in the kit is some 
styrene tube which is offered 
as an option to use over the 
outrigger axle thus giving an 
insulated model.  I didn’t do 
this as normally mine will be 
sitting alongside the Gangers 
hut on the H&MGR.  How-
ever in hindsight this was a 
mistake as it would, for creat-
ing little cameo scenes, be 
handy to be able to sit the ve-
locipede anywhere on your 
railway.  How will I insulate 
the wheels on mine now it’s 
assembled and painted?  With 
some of my good lady’s clear 
nail varnish on the bottom of 
the wheels, that’s how. 
 
Once assembled, I gave the 
model a good wash (before 
doing the dishes one night) to 
remove any flux residue, fin-
ger grease etc.  Once dry, it 
was given two coats of auto-
motive spray can grey etch 
primer then two top coats of 
red oxide, followed by dry 
brush weathering.  Oh and the 
wheel treats had most of the 
paint sanded off back to the 
white metal to look like 
they’ve been in use.  The red 
oxide I used was a ordinary 
(non etch) automotive spray 
can primer as it’s a colour I The outrigger in place ready for the pedals and drive rods 

Fixing the first eccentric gear to the right side, instead of the left, oops. 

Rear wheel, gears and pump handle assembled on the correct side. 



The Garden Whistle - September 2008 

Page 10 

like, but if you had a suitable true topcoat col-
our that would probably be better for the life 
span of the paint system. 
 
Overall the kit all went together really well, 
taking just a couple of short evenings plus 
painting.  I feel it would take longer if glued, 
as you’d only be able to a couple of pieces at a 
time before needing to set aside to full harden.  

Mine, having been soldered, feels suitably 
strong enough to be able to stand up to a life 
outside in all weathers. 
 
In conclusion, apart from wishing to see the 
instruction sheets upgraded, I’d thoroughly 
recommend the kit, and coupled with the Hand 
Cart kit (No.0118), it will make the basis of a 
nice line side scene. 
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·   This is a new and improved profile rail which has a flat top for better contact and 
adhesion and is more flexible than the previous New Zealand rail. 

·    It is now available in a range of lengths. (NOTE; The 3.6 meter lengths only avail-
able for collection at our Glen Eden warehouse.) 

·    New and improved sleepers are now self spacing. 
·    Freight and packing extra – Ask for quote. 

 
�������������
������ .6 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $26.21 
����� 1.2 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $44.88 
       1.8 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $60.24 
       3.6 meter c/w sleepers and joiners                 $107.00 

������������
       Rail cut to the above lengths at customers’ request - $13.15 per meter. 
 
��������������������������������
       Old pattern sleepers – (These cannot be used with the new rail) 
       (Note also that the old rail cannot be used with the new sleepers) 
       .33 cents each (2 sleepers) 

������� �Graeme Quayle,   47 Oreil Avenue,   West Harbour,                                        
Waitakere City, 0618    Phone/Fax (09) 416 7600 or Email gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz   

The finished velocipede and hand cart kit on the H&M Garden Railway 
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By Michael Hilliar 
 
For Auckland’s winters July meeting I ar-
ranged a visit to Mainline Steam’s depot at 
Parnell with Ian McKay. We haven’t been 
there for a number of years and although the 
restoration of this large stuff is fairly slow it is 
still a very interesting place to be. Also some 
time in the future they are to be moved to a 
new site at Swanson as this inner-city land is 
now too valuable; some day this historic site to 
us is going to disappear.  
There was a good turnout in the car park in the 

afternoon, but there was this 
Lady asking who I was as she 
had arranged this meeting; and 
there I was thinking that’s my 
job.  Anyway they were from 
some posh car club, their cars 
being so special they couldn’t                                             
bring them out in the rain so I 
am not really sure who they 
were. Their guide didn’t turn 
up, so now Ian had two groups 
to entertain.  
 
Ian Introduced himself as a 
man of many tasks including 
working for Nelson Stud Weld-
ing, the company that is behind 
mainline steam. This gives Ian 
the evitable task of being able 
to work on the restoration of 

these engines and being paid for it; there is a 
heaven.  
 
The tour of the complex was started in the ma-
chine shop which housed a number of very 
large drill presses, lathes and other steam resto-
ration machinery making what we have in our 
own workshops looking very minuet.   A num-
ber of these machines coming from the rail-
ways or the old Auckland Tramways work-
shops.  The largest single piece was a wheel 
quartering machine from the Addington Rail-

way Workshops.  This is like a 
double ended lathe and when 
the steam locomotive driving 
wheel is set into position in the 
middle, the crankpins on each 
side are machined to the correct 
90%.  Once the first one is done 
the rest of the set is done to the 
same settings insuring great ac-
curacy.  
 
Moving on into the main hall 
we saw the largest and most 
powerful locomotive in New 
Zealand; the massive South Af-
rican GMAM Garrett.  The in-
tention is still to restore it back 
to running condition when they 

A Visit to Mainline Steam (Auckland) 

 

Ja 1275, the current loco available for mainline service in Auckland 

  

Ian McKay (right) explains the workings of the lathe in the workshop 
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move in to their new premises.  
Their current mainline engine 
JA 1275 was there along side JA 
1240 which is undergoing a full 
restoration.  This engine after 
finishing with the railways was 
brought by a Blenheim farmer, 
who had it taken to his local sta-
tion where he dismantled it, 
loaded the pieces on to a small 
transporter. The pieces once on 
his property in the hills behind 
Blenheim, were reassembled 
back into a locomotive. It is 
known that he steamed the loco 
up several times and the loco 
sitting on jacks with the driving 
wheels clear off the rails the 
throttle was opened and the 
wheels set spinning. Apparently he also had a 
Mustang aircraft in the lounge, but it was mi-
nus the wings. Not sure if the engine was run 
up? 
 
Ian spent some time lamenting over the well 
designed JA class and its exploits. They were 
still running the south Island expresses when 
the rest of New Zealand steam had been writ-
ten off; they were still needed to steam heat the 
carriages during the winter. 
 
Parnell’s third and newly acquired JA 1267 has 
just come in from the cold at Te Awamutu. 
Fortunately a shelter had been built over it to 
protect it from the 30 plus years 
of weather; the birds liked it 
too, but after a clean up it didn’t 
look too bad. 
 
BB 144 is also still under resto-
ration by another team, it isn’t 
going to be done to full 
mainline standard as this loco is 
now considered to be too slow 
to be allowed to run amongst 
today’s faster trains. Apparently 
its smaller boiler can’t supply 
enough steam to its larger cylin-
ders; where by its earlier cousin 
BA 552 with its rebuilt larger 
boiler and smaller cylinders can 
still maintain today’s tighter 

 

 

Bb 144 missing it driving wheels during the overhaul 

A Garrett from South Africa waits its turn at the back of the shed. 

schedules.  The BB’s are one of my favorite en-
gines so hopefully we will see it running 
maybe some day at the Glenbrook Vintage 
Railway. 
 
There are also two South African class 25NC 
4-8-4’s in storage and along with the Garrett 
they really show the difference between their 
loading gauge and ours. 
 
After two hours of some very informative in-
formation, too much for me to write down 
here, we left for home grateful that there are 
people and organizations that are looking after 
our recent history for future generations to admire. 
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The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 
G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events and Contacts 
Christchurch:  

 

Sunday 21st September: 
John Hamilton 

18 Ravensdale Rise 
Westmorland 

R1 & R3 curves, bring small trains 
 

4th & 5th October: 
Big Model Train Show 

Pioneer Stadium 
 

Sunday 19th October: 
Sandra Alexander 

 
Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden  
Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145 

Christchurch 8240 
Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 
don@computercables.co.nz  

Club Contact: 
GROW:  Garden Railway  

Operators of Waikato! 
Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 
 
 

Wellington:  
 

Sunday 7th September:  
Brian & Fiona Russell’s  

Linden Railway  
(or DVD’s on the big screen if wet) 
Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

to confirm details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 

www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson  

39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa 
Wellington  5028 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Auckland:  
 

September: 
Michael Hilliar 
22 Halver Rd 

(Date to be announced) 
 

Sunday 19th October: 
Henrik & Heather Dorbeck 

 
Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge 
Model Railway Group 

C/- Michael Hilliar 
22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102 
Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 
 
 

Waikato:  
 

Saturday 6th September: 
Raynor Johnston 

147 Osborne Road,  
Horsham Downs 

 
Saturday 4th October: 

Grant Alexander,  
1863 Hamilton Road  

4 & 5 October, Big Model train Show, Pioneer Stadium, Christchurch 
22 & 23 November Rail Ex 2008, Kennel Club, Porirua, Wellington 
7 & 8 March 2009, NZ Garden Railway Convention, Te Atatu South,  Auck-
land. http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/auckland2009.htm 
Email: AuckCon2009@vodafone.co.nz 

Other Events: 

Right: Bb144 amongst other 
cabs and tenders in the 
Mainline Steam workshop 
(the ex Parnell Diesel Depot) 
in Auckland. 
Photo: Michael Hilliar   

Are you reading this newslet-
ter in Black & White ? 
 
Contact your club distributor 
and arrange to have it emailed 
instead. 
Your club will save money, 
and you will get to enjoy the 
pictures in full colour. 


