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Train approaching the station on Hugh Keal's “Little Woodside Railway”, taken during the layout 

tours at the recent NZ Garden Railway Convention in Auckland last month.  Photo by John Robinson 



the brains present. Some of the answers were 

hotly debated but in the end there was only one 

point between the first and second place teams. 

 

   The quiz was followed by a practical presenta-

tion from a local bonsai expert, Robert Lang-

holm and his assistant Simon Misdale. On the 

preceding Friday I had gone out and purchased 4 

small dwarf conifer trees (From the Plantarama 

on State Highway 16 Massey) which I had set 

up on a table ready for Robert to demonstrate 

on. Although Robert Langholm specialises in 

the art of bonsai he graciously agreed to show us 

how to us bonsai techniques to prune plants and 

trees to create a tree that is a suitable size for our 

garden railways. 

 

   Robert enthusiastically took to these plants 

and gave us a great practical demonstration of 

how to prune the branches and roots to create a 

very attractive miniature tree which 

would be perfectly in proportion for 

our garden railways. He used sharp-

ened chop sticks to break up the soil 

and root ball plus scissors and se-

cateurs to prune the roots and 

branches. I was surprised at how 

much of the roots he cut away but he 

explained that when you prune the 

branches you also have to prune the 

roots. After pruning the conifer he re-

potted it and suggested that one 

should keep it in the plastic pot when 

planting it out in the ground. This 

would slow down the rate of growth 

meaning that one should only have to 

prune and re-pot the plants every two 

to three years rather than yearly. 

Robert’s presentation was greatly en-

joyed by all of us and we had many 

questions for him. I must confess that 

I let Robert’s presentation go over the 

allotted time but we all enjoying it so 

much that this was worth it. If you 

are interested in seeing more of 

Robert’s work his web site is www.

bonsaiville.co.nz or you can email 

him at bob-si@ihug.co.nz. 

 

   Following on from Robert Lang-
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The 3rd New Zealand Garden Railway Convention  

By Robert Graham 

Photos by John Robinson 

 

   The 2009 convention was held over the week-

end of 7 and 8 March at the Tirimoana Primary 

School, 34 Kokiri Street, Te Atatu South, Wai-

takere. The convention followed the established 

format with presentations from guest speakers 

plus layout tours. We had forty people registered 

for this year’s convention although a few of the 

people were only able to attend one day. I have 

to acknowledge that the turnout of people from 

Auckland was lower than what we had hoped for 

but we still had a good mix of people from 

Christchurch, Wellington, Wairarapa, Wan-

ganui, Cambridge, Hamilton, Auckland and 

Whangarei 

 

   We started the convention on the Saturday 

with a fun rail trivia quiz which taxed some of 

 

Robert Langholm demonstrates bonsai pruning techniques 



the track. It was a case of balancing weight 

against friction.  

 

   In the category for rolling stock without ball 

bearing wheels the winner was David Graham 

and Neil Collis was second. For the ball bearing 

equipped rolling stock Grant Alexander was the 
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holm we had a joint presentation from Ken 

MacDiarmid and Dennis Lindsay on how to 

scratch build points (turnouts). They had on 

hand several examples of hand built points plus 

they gave us a step by step explanation of the 

construction techniques as well as a number of 

handy hints for making your own custom points. 

Ken had a large radius three way point which 

looked most impressive but I don’t think I want 

to try and make one. 

 

   We stopped for lunch at around 12.30 and af-

ter that everybody departed on the afternoon lay-

out tours. We visited Ken MacDiarmid, Hugh 

Keal's and my garden railways. As I had left 

early to get home to finish setting up my garden 

railway I didn’t get to visit the other ones but I 

hear that everybody enjoyed their visits. I was 

fortunate that I had David at home and he spent 

a lot of time getting the track clean and ready to 

run, so thanks David. 

 

   After the layout tours we meet back at the hall 

for the gravity vehicle race. This was another 

first for the convention and we hope to see it 

continue at future conventions. Henrik Dorbeck 

had constructed a 17m long straight track which 

was elevated at one end to approximately 200 

mm high and then sloped down to level. The 

idea was that we would time how long it took 

carriages and other rolling stock to roll down the 

track just under the power of gravity. We had 

two categories for the 

race, the first being 

for rolling stock with 

standard wheels and 

the other was for 

stock with ball bear-

ing wheels. As this 

was the first year for 

the event we were a 

bit slow getting going 

but once we got the 

timing sorted away we 

went. We had a good 

mix of rolling stock in 

the race and some sur-

prising results, heavy 

large wagons that only 

rolled a short way and 

small light weight 

wagons that raced all 

the way to the end of 

 

 

Dennis Lindsay (left) and  Ken MacDiarmid in the turnout building presentation 

Ken MacDiarmid with his 3 way turnout  



as Superb. The morning tea break was at Alf’s 

but I confess that I forgot the tea/coffee and 

milk. Sorry Alf but I guess this shows that you 

shouldn’t have a non tea/coffee drinker organis-

ing the tea breaks as I don’t normally even think 

of tea or coffee. 

 

   We returned to the hall for lunch and some 

more presentations. Michael Hilliar and Dennis 

Lindsay gave an interesting presentation on 

scratch building with a particular focus on how 

one can use scratch building to fill a hole in ones 

rolling stock fleet when a particular carriage or 

wagon is not commercially available. Although 

Dennis did note that it always seemed that as 

soon as one had finished scratch building a piece 

of rolling stock some manufacturer would re-

lease a model of it on the market. 

 

   We also had time to browse the stock that Guy 

had brought along from Merv’s model shop. He 

had filled two table tennis table with LGB and 

other items for sale plus he was offering special 

reduced prices for the convention attendees. 

 

   The Auckland group portable layout was set 

up in the hall for the weekend and anybody that 

wanted to could run their trains on it. A special 

thank you needs to go to Michael Hilliar and 

Dennis Lindsay who put in some long hours re-

building the end modules of the layout to allow 

the use of wider radius curves, so thanks guys. 

 

   To thank the school for the use of the hall we 

had arranged to open up to the school children 

and their families on the Saturday afternoon. I 

wish to thank Michael Hilliar and Chris Coles 
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winner and in fact he had the top three times. 

Grant and David were the only people to enter 

ball bearing equipped rolling stock and as David 

had already won a prize it was decided by the 

committee that the second prize should go to Ian 

Galbraith who had surprised us all with the 

speed of his wee wagon. I would like to ac-

knowledge here the generosity of Guy Herbert 

from Merv Smith Hobbies who had donated two 

LGB Fortuna Flyers and two Mars Flyers for 

prizes for this race. Thanks Guy for your gener-

ous support. 

 

   After the gravity vehicle race we closed up the 

hall and headed for the Bricklane Restaurant in 

New Lynn. Our booking was from 6 with dining 

from 7 so everybody had time for a few drinks 

from the bar. We had 29 people for the dinner 

and I had managed to secure the private dining 

room. I can report that the food was excellent 

with generous sized servings and the staff were 

fantastic. Some of our southern friends seemed 

to think it was a model plane convention and 

there were a fair few paper darts flying around 

the room. We had not just a great dinner but a 

great time as well and I hope to see greater num-

bers attending the next convention dinner. 

 

   Our Sunday activities started off with visits to 

Michael Hilliar's and Henrik Dorbeck’s garden 

railways in Manurewa and Alf William’s rail-

way at Karaka. Henrik was able to show off his 

track spline track support system and people vis-

iting Michael’s railway would have had a 

chance to admire his magnificent lift out trestle 

bridges. Alf’s railway was the largest one visited 

during the weekend and it can only be described 

 

Scratch building projects from Michael Hilliar, Dennis Lindsay, Wayne Haste, and Ab parts ex Frank Roberts collection. 



gravity vehicle races and partners shopping tour. 

I would like to record our thanks to Robert 

Langholm and Simon Misdale, Michael Hilliar, 

Ken MacDiarmid, Dennis Lindsay, Hugh Keal, 

Alf Williams, Chris Coles, Guy Herbert, David 

and Louise Graham, Tirimoana Primary School, 

Bricklane Restaurant, Merv Smith Hobbies and 

to my co-organiser Henrik Dorbeck.  
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who stayed back in the 

hall on Saturday after-

noon to run the trains 

for the kids. I also 

opened up the hall on 

Sunday morning to al-

low more children to 

view the trains. I think 

we had over a 150 peo-

ple come in to see the 

trains during those 

times and my wife 

Louise who teaches at 

the school has told me 

that the kids were most 

excited at being able to 

see the model trains 

running. 

 

   The convention fin-

ished up with a debate 

on who was to host the 

2010 convention and in the end the winning bid 

was from the Wellington Group. They are plan-

ning on basing the convention in Masterton over 

the weekend 20-21 March 2010. Watch this 

space for more detail, or go to http://www.

culcreuchfold.org.nz/wairarapa2010.htm  

 

   Once again thanks to everybody that came to 

the convention, I hope you enjoyed it and that 

you liked the innovations of the train trivia quiz, 

 

 

The Auckland Cluib layout on display in the hall 

Alf William’s railway at Karaka 



other circuit, 

elevated about 

400 mm from 

the present line. 

This second 

track will be 

level also and 

feature a dia-

mond crossing.  

 

The earth works 

for this second 

line has already 

begun.  A  re-

taining wall has 

been built along 

the fence (see 

photo bottom of 

next page).  The 

placement of the 

second line will 

be more chal-

lenging with 

bridges and embankments required. 

 

   The existing line has been laid on a thick base 

of crusher dust, which had been left to settle and 

has gone hard like concrete. In the centre of the 

railway is a sunken area which can be used for 

setting up trains, so you don’t have to bend over 

so far. 

 

   Neil Wiggins brought along his Heilser, which 

he has just finished converting to on board bat-

teries and a RCS radio control system (from 

By Glen Anthony 

 

   In March the Christchurch club had the pleas-

ure of attending the first running day at Brian 

Allison’s brand new Blackridge Line. In fact the 

last tracks had just been joined up the previous 

weekend.   

 

   This is the first stage in a two level develop-

ment.  The first circuit is shown in red on the 

plan below, and features a 90deg diamond cross-

ing.  The next stage (drawn in black) will see an-
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The Blackridge Line 

 

 

The master plan, spread over 25metres. The red (lower) track has been completed. The black track is the next stage.  

Neil Wiggins’ battery powered Heisler, with a good test train approaching the diamond crossing  
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The long run and large sweeping curves was well suited for longs trains, such as this 22 wagon monster. 

Australia).  A 

long line of wag-

ons was placed 

on the rear to test 

out the batteries. 

Meanwhile the 

track powered 

controller was 

free, so Dean 

Farrow put on the 

first half of his 88 

seater NZR rail-

car that he is 

building. The end 

has been vacuum 

formed over a 

master he made. 

 

    The diamond 

crossing meant 

the operators had 

to be even more alert with two trains running. 

 

   With the announcement that Mr & Mrs Alli-

son had just become a grandparents, it was time 

to leave and let them go to the hospital to visit 

their new family member. 

 

   Next month we are at another new railway, 

 

Meeting at the cross roads. Dean’s railcar and Neil’s Heisler. 

Kevin & Michelle Leigh. See you there.  

 

   The club has accepted an invite to display at 

the a Timaru Model Railway Exhibition, 11 & 

12 July.  We anticipate a small floor display, 

possibly 3 circuits, as we did 4 years ago. We 

are grateful for any help over the weekend so 

please mark your calendar with the dates now.  



for two days of wall 

to wall “G Scale” 

over the weekend of 

7th & 8th March.  

With Wellington 

having hosted the 

first two it was great 

to be able to sit back 

and enjoy the NZ 

Garden Railway 

Convention from a 

participant’s point of 

view.  And for me 

participation is what 

these Conventions is 

all about, and the fel-

lowship one gains 

from meeting G 

Scalers and renewing 

friendships of the 

mad ones you’ve met 

last time. 

  

   The Tirimoana School hall was the pleasant 

modern venue for the weekend and our Auck-

land G Scale hosts had their display layout set 

up to get us into the mood.  The pattern for the 

Convention was pretty much as previous with 

clinics and presenta-

tions on Saturday 

morning as the num-

bers grew to about 

40.  A most enter-

taining lecture by lo-

cal expert Robert 

Langholm on Bonsai 

set the tone for the 

weekend, Robert tai-

loring his presenta-

tion to pruning and 

shaping scrubby 

shrubs into miniature 

trees.  He may not 

have turned us in to 

true Bonsai followers 

but the basic princi-

pals had us buzzing 

with the possibilities 

for our railways.  
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The 3rd New Zealand Garden Railway Convention  

By John Robinson 

   In support of the third NZ Garden Railway 

Convention some 12 members of the Wellington 

Garden Railway Group converged on Auckland, 

braving the traffic and other strange local habits 

 

 

Station scene on Ken & Liz MacDiarmid's Railway 

Robert & David Graham’s Railway 
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   Following lunch, 

maps and directions 

were issued, and out 

into the lovely warm 

afternoon we headed 

to Robert and David 

G r a h a m ,  K e n 

MacDiarmid and  

Hugh Keal's respec-

tive railways which 

are all quite close to 

the venue; well close 

for Auckland.  How 

do the locals put up 

with the traffic? 

  

   Robert and David’s 

railway is in shel-

tered courtyard be-

hind the house and 

features a lot of 

buildings scratch 

built by Robert.  

David ran the trains while Dad (Robert) did the 

talking, explaining to us at one point the joys of 

running a Convention having got in the way of 

doing some last minute planned ballasting and 

maintenance.  Nice to see a father and son ac-

tively sharing a joint interest.  One of the high-

lights of this railway for me was the sawmill 

scene. 

  

   Everyone con-

verged on Ken and 

Liz MacDiarmid for 

afternoon tea and 

watched their MTS 

controlled trains 

wind through the en-

tire backyard.  The 

railway has obvi-

ously been devel-

oped over a fair 

number of years. 

Guess you could call 

it mature, but defi-

nitely not old fash-

ion.  With two stor-

age yards in the ga-

rage and an interest-

ing yard under an 

elevated part of the 

house, Ken’s skills at 

hand built points/turnouts are shown off well.  

Ken, in conjunction with Dennis Lindsay deliv-

ered a clinic on pointwork during the weekend.  

Highlights of this railway for me were the al-

most hidden cameos, like the timber yard and 

seeing signals on a garden railway. 

  

   Last railway for Saturday was Hugh Keal’s 

 

 

A junction made of Ken MacDiarmid's scratch built points on his railway 

Hugh Keal’s  Little Woodside Railway 



Little Woodside Railway.  I’ve been reading the 

story of Hugh’s railway on G Scale Mad (www.

gscalemad.co.uk in the G Scale Railways sec-

tion) and it was a delight to see it in person.  

Nestled in amongst mature trees the shade was 

sure welcome on the now very warm afternoon.  

Bit too tricky to describe how the mainline end-

ing in two reverse curves fits in.  Actually you 
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are probably best to 

read Hugh’s article 

on GSM, but suffice 

to say it was great 

fun to watch.  A fine 

example of the flexi-

bility of DCC con-

trol, in this case us-

ing the Lenz system.  

Highlights here for 

me were the quiet 

narrow gauge feel 

and Hugh’s hand-

made figures, as 

good as any bought 

ones. 

  

   Returning back to 

the venue for some 

more clinics and a 

gravity wagon race.  

Hmm, while there 

were some good 

laugh’s during the gravity race to be honest it’s 

not my cup of tea, and that’s not sour grapes 

cause my entry was a total failure, just never 

quite sure how to take such events.  But credit 

needs to be given to Merv Smith Hobbies who 

donated four LGB models as prizes, so that bit 

was good.  More humour was exhibited during 

the yummy evening meal where another ancient 

Japanese art, ori-

gami, was practiced 

with the restaurant 

menu.  Shall we say 

the evening just flew 

past, lucky the staff 

were very accommo-

dating and joined in 

the fun. 

  

   Onward to Sunday 

and a bit more travel 

was involved to see 

three railways to-

wards the southern 

part of Auckland.  

Dodging a couple of 

passing showers we 

started at Henrik 

Dorbeck’s railway 

which showcases his 

spline method of ele-

 

 

The Alfrosa Railway of  Alf and Rosie Williams  

Henrik Dorbeck’s Railway 
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vated track bed sup-

port.  Planting under 

the railway has 

grown up around the 

track bed giving the 

illusion of trains run-

ning through a for-

ested area, very 

clever.  Henrik runs 

either DR or L&B 

stock, today it was 

sound equipped DR, 

under similar Lenz 

DCC to Hugh.  The 

vistas of trains run-

ning through trees 

was a highlight here 

for me.  And seeing a 

good  p r a c t i c a l 

method of elevated 

track base should I 

one day get older and 

need it. Unlikely that 

I’ll ever get older though. 

  

   Somewhere out in the country a real treat of 

visiting the Alfrosa Railway set in the park like 

grounds of Alf and Rosie Williams' home was 

waiting for us (and morning tea).  Another ma-

ture railway but in no way showing it’s age.  Alf 

clearly has an on going program of maintenance 

and renewal of planting and details, keeping the 

railway fresh.  It’s an extensive railway operat-

ing several trains on different loops under ana-

logue DC control, I think they were intercon-

nected but one would need a lot longer here to 

learn how it all fits together.  The overall rail-

way concept and the considered use of grass 

matt to create pastural areas were just some of 

this railways highlights.  Yet again I was the last 

out to the cars, opps. 

  

   Final railway visited was that of Michael Hil-

liar.  Michael’s railway is elevated on traditional 

timber construction suited to his leaning to being 

more a builder of loco’s and rolling stock than a 

train runner.  The two trains running were using 

on board battery power, not something we see a 

lot of down our way.  He has built a stunning 

trestle bridge and a truss bridge, both having re-

movable clipped in sections with simple but ef-

fective home made locks.  The bridges and their 

simple clips were the highlight here for me. 

  

   Almost over now, just time for lunch back at 

the venue, some final brief clinics by Michael, 

Robert, Dennis and Henrik and things started 

winding up mid afternoon.  Phew, thankfully the 

weekend was much more fulfilling than this 

rather dour review and well worth the days 

travel each way.  So much is to be gained from 

attending events such as running days and these 

Conventions it is my own personal regret that 

there were not more locals attending for us to 

meet and to support the hard working organiz-

ers.  Hopefully next time the Convention is 

hosted in Auckland this will be different. 

  

   Thank you to the Auckland G Scale Group for 

organizing and hosting the Convention, and pro-

viding a very enjoyable weekend.  Everyone has 

a year to recover, hone up their Bonsai skills, 

save up a few dollars and be ready for the next 

NZ Garden Railway Convention to be held in 

March 2010 in Masterton. 

  

   More pictures can be found at http://www.

g s c a l em a d . c o . u k / f o r um / i n d e x . p h p ?

showtopic=3666  

 

Michael Hilliar’s lift out bridge 
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Wayne’s Wagons 

Left:  Two NZR ‘H’ class 
wagons (for carrying cat-

tle).  These were built for 

Brain Russell, using LGB 

toy train chassis, some 

what altered. 

Left:  This is a 750 gauge 
Saxon box wagon of 1891. 

I have modelled it in the 

livery of Saxony and as it 

appears at the museum in 

Radebeul. Most of these 

wagons ran on 3.800m 

wheel base under frame, 

but a small number had a 

wheel base of 3.000m 

which is right for a LGB 

under frame. I have made a 

new set of head stocks that 

look like prototype. 

Right: This high sider ran 
on the Eisfeld Railway in 

east Germany, #462 of 

1904 .  

Here is a selection of 

wagons recently com-

pleted by Wayne Haste 

(in Wellington). 



have observed, had 16 coaches pulled by four 

GEs. It seems daring considering the steep 

grades and tight curves. But they never had a se-

rious accident involving their passenger opera-

tion. 

 

   But now about the models. I am not aware of 

anyone ever making an attempt to put a G-

Gauge model of a shovelnose on the track. Up in 

Skagway I have seen a lot of the prototypes of 

those engines and even rode on the cab of sev-

eral of them on different occasions. My own 

WP&YR operation includes a fair representation 

of their rolling stock, but it is noticeably missing 

a vital component, the shovelnose. More than a 

year ago I managed to get four LGB power units 

as they are used under their Alco locos. They 

have the same suspension and require only mi-

nor modifications to suit my needs for the GEs. 

No need to build a set of powered trucks. I de-

cided to use those and save myself a bunch of 

work. I soon drew some detailed plans, then it 

all sat on the shelf until this January. Out came 

the brass and got busy. Putting in about 3 to 4 

hours a day for a total of 100 hours so far, got 

me two locos as you see them in the pictures. 

Since the trucks are fully operational they al-

ready run on the track. That helps the enthusi-

By Werner Grund-

mann, (Canada) 

 

   My latest project is 

the scratch building of 

s o m e  W P & Y R 

Shovelnoses. First I 

shall include a few re-

marks about the proto-

type locomotives and 

then my efforts build-

ing the models.  

 

   The WP&YR seem 

to like those GE types. 

They started out with 

11 of them and despite 

some mishaps in ear-

lier years, they still 

have them all in ser-

vice. They carry the 

numbers 90 to 100.  # 90 and #91 started service 

in 1954. In 1956 #92 through #94 were added 

and in 1963 and 1966 three more joined them in 

each of these years, they were given the appro-

priate ascending numbers. While the weight of 

these engines varied slightly, their tractive effort 

and horse power rating (890 hp) was identical. 

 

   The last three engines were added to the fleet 

in 1966 and given the #98 through #100 num-

bers. They had a slightly higher power rating at 

990 hp. This gave them a small increase in start-

ing effort, but since they had the same weight, it 

did not reflect in an increase of the continuing 

tractive effort, which at 24,000 lbs is identical 

for all 11 locomotives in this class. The first Al-

cos, we know them from the LGB model, did 

not join the fleet until 1971. Due to the increase 

in freight handling the WP&YR at that time 

needed a greater number and more powerful lo-

comotives. They are rated at 12,000 hp and can 

deliver a continuing tractive effort of 35,000 lbs. 

The engineers seem to prefer to run the GE’s. 

On lighter traffic day, when there are only one 

ore two cruise ships tied up, they run all trains 

with the GE’s. With the ruling grade at almost 

4% a GE Shovelnose is capable of handling up 

to 5 coaches on a dry day. For longer trains the 

units work in MU service. The longest consist I 
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A pair of  White Pass Shovel-noses 

 



and sides from one 

piece of sheet metal. 

1mm brass was cho-

sen for rigidity. It is 

riged enough, but was 

hell to bend into 

shape. If you look 

closely at the picture 

in the last issue, you 

will see the flat panel 

before bending. The 

openings in the side 

walls are cut on three 

sides only. I needed 

the remaining tabs to 

roll the tight radius at 

the wall-to-roof tran-

sition. Even anneal-

ing did not soften the 

springy brass suffi-

ciently to make the 

corner radius of about 1/8 inch over the entire 

length. It was a battle! Next time I would 

chose .6mm or .8mm brass sheet metal. Next I 

was facing and avoiding to work on filling the 

forehead of the engines face. That top section 

needed to be curved in both directions. When I 

finally worked-up enough courage, I used .8mm 

copper sheet and shaped it by first annealing and 

then stretching it into the necessary shape by the 

use of a ballpin hammer and a lead block. When 

I was happy with the shape, I trimmed the edges 

to fit the opening. To stretch it all the way into 

the corners seemed next to impossible. I gave up 

and filled the very 

corners with a small 

block of brass and 

filed it into shape af-

ter flame soldering all 

three pieces into 

place. The center 

copper section and 

the brass blocks were 

soldered to the sheet 

metal edges of the 

face and roof and 

therefore had to fit 

exactly! Talk about 

tricky soldering! May 

be there is an easier 

way, I would like to 

know. The last real 

challenge left was the 

asm to carry on. The first challenge was the 

truck mounting. The floor plate had to sit at a 

lower level then the trucks would allow. Cut-

outs had to be made to drop the plate over the 

trucks and still allow adequate freedom of 

movement on uneven track. One truck is 

mounted to steady the plate, the other to wiggle 

freely in all directions (known as the 3-point 

suspension). When the chassis was running on 

the track, it was my first success! 

 

   Now for the body: I wanted to avoid as many 

solder joints as possible. I chose to bend the roof 
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snowplow. It has sev-

eral pieces with a sim-

ply curvature, but is 

tricky in its overall as-

sembly. I used card-

board cutouts to deter-

mine the rough shape 

the pieces must have 

before cutting them 

out of brass sheet. 

Leaving a little extra 

metal around the edges 

helps. It can always be 

filed into proper shape 

in the final matching. 

When it finally all fits 

into place, the solder-

ing is easy.  

    

    I have now entered 

the enjoyable phase of making little parts and 

fiddling them into place. One bit at a time. The 

beginning of this is recognizable in the pictures. 

Steps, fuel tank, air tanks, ladder, headlamps and 

vents are all pretty well straight forward. The 

cab doors will be hinged. The windows will get 

frames and some of the side vents will be lou-

vered. The rear coupling of the units is by LGB 

hook and loop. The two units will be going pro-

totypically back to back. The coupling is as tight 

as possible to negotiate a 16000 track section 

(4ft radius). The front couplers on both units 

will be by Kadee. I may chose to exchange one 

for a hook-and loop to 

accommodate my roll-

ing stock. None of my 

scratch build brass en-

gines have ever been 

painted, these two will 

be. They will display 

the present and histori-

cal “Spinach and Egg” 

colors, also known as 

the John Deere color 

scheme. A local club 

member and good 

friend of mine has al-

ready agreed to take on 

the air brushing and 

hopefully the attach-

ment of some decals. If 

I can’t get decals made, 

I may have to get out 

the triple 0 paintbrush and do it by hand!? The 

thunderbird out-front will certainly be a chal-

lenge for a steady hand. 

 

   You will get to see more pictures as the pro-

ject progresses. Promise!  

 

   And I do have a deadline. Ian and Ann are 

coming to visit this year. The engines better be 

ready and running by then. 

 

   (Ed- : You can find pictures of the prototype at 

http://www.wpyr.com/    ) 
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Club Events and Contacts 

Auckland: 
 

Saturday 25th April: [ANZAC Day] John and daughter Helen Stephenson. Remuera Garden Lawn 
Meeting, 24 Mahoe Ave. Remuera. 2pm - 4pm. Please note the meeting will run only if fine. If wet, it 

will be the next day (Sunday 26th, if fine). Please ring Michael or John if weather looks doubtful. 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 

 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 4th April: Clyde Lipsey, 6 Ashbury Ave, Hillcrest, Hamilton. 

Saturday 2nd May: John Mayne, 16 Kitchener St, Hamilton 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wairarapa: 
 

Sunday 26th April: Lloyd Dickens 55 Titoki Street Masterton 

Sunday 24th May: Lee & Christine Collett, 24 Rhodes street, Carterton 
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  

Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 12th April: from 1:30pm at the H&MGR Tawa. 

Sunday 10th May: from 1:30pm at Chris Rodgers, Palmerston North. 
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 for more details. 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch: 
 

Sat/Sun 4 & 5 April: Ellesmere Country Rally http://www.ellesmererally.org.nz/ contact Karl Arne-
sen if you can help. 

Sunday 26th April: Kevin & Michelle Leigh. Cnr Somerset Cresent & Willard St, Addington.  Run-
ning from 12noon - 4pm, BBQ available to cook your lunch. BYO food & drink.  
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk don@computercables.co.nz  

By Raynor Johnston 

(Hamilton) 

The Garden Whistle is published 

monthly by the Christchurch Garden 

Railway Society and features  news  

from various G scale clubs in New 

Zealand. 

Each club is a separate identity and 

the contact details can be found 

above.  

Contributions of articles and/or pho-

tos are always welcome. Photos 

should be sent as separate  jpg attach-

ments. 

 

Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Colombo 

Street, Christchurch 8022. 

glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 


