
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

December 2009 

Departing the bottom yard on Neil Wiggins’ mountain railway in Canterbury.    Photo: Glen Anthony 



 

   Unfortunately Summer had come and gone the 

previous day, and we were back to winter again. 

But the morning drizzle soon cleared and the af-

ternoon turned out to be not so bad. 

 

   As you can see by the photos the 

railway is a real stunner. And when 

it is complete it will right up there 

with the very best ones you see in 

the garden railway magazines.  

 

   Many rocks have been added since 

our last visit, and the creepers are 

now taking over. In fact Neil was a 

bit disappointed as a lot of his hard 

work moving rocks into right places 

can no-longer be appreciated as the 

creepers are now hiding some of  

them. 

 

   The railway consists of two cir-
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Neil & Denise Wiggins 

Geared locos will be right at home on the steep and winding mountain section   

 

John Lammiman’s freelance bush loco converted from a Stainz   

By Glen Anthony (Christchurch) 

 

   The Christchurch club November running af-

ternoon was hosted by Neil & Denise Wiggins. 



cuits. The bottom one 

circumnavigates a large 

sunken patio area.  Even 

this line contains some 

reasonable grades as it 

climbs and descends to 

cross existing path ways. 

  

   The fill dug out from 

the patio area was used 

to build the mountains at 

the back.  This is where 

the really steep grades 

start. The line through 

here has all the best fea-

tures; large trestle 

bridges, a spiral and fig-

ure 8. Well at least it 

will when it is finished.  

In the meantime you can trace where the track 

will go by following the pipe laid for the centre 

line. There is also a water fall planned for some-

where over the back.  

    

   Neil had borrowed a controller for track power 

for the day, as he uses battery power for his 

locos (an RCS system from Australia).  Dean 
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A bit of NZR invaded the American scene, with Dean Farrow’s railcar, and Glen Anthony’s shunting engine. 

 

The railway surrounds a sunken patio area  

Farrow also had a radio controlled railcar, so 

with the addition of the track power we had 

three trains running simultaneously at one stage. 

 

   Thanks for the great time, we look forward to 

returning again and seeing the progress on the 

mountain line. 
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Text by Grant Alexander (Cambridge) 

Photos by Chris Drowley (Wellington) 

 

   Another great weekend for the history books!! 

In fact it’s been a week of it here at Squirrel 

Valley what with the Mother-in-law staying for 

four days just before Labour Weekend, then we 

had the management from Chester Railway of 

Wellington staying for the long weekend. Boy I 

can see why they drive a truck! There were 

trains and more trains in the back amongst an-

other few items of culinary and alcoholic inter-

est!! In fact they brought their uncle Jim with 

them and a fair at-

tempt was made in 

that direction.  

 

   But I’m getting 

ahead of myself. 

Th e  week end 

weather was fore-

cast for pretty good 

Saturday and Sun-

day and dreary on 

Monday so we re-

served the DVD’s 

and other indoor 

projects for Mon-

day. But you 

guessed it, fine 

weather all week-

end long with the majority of the DVD’s going 

home unwatched!  Again, getting back to Satur-

day, Chris had some deliveries to make at a lo-

cal Model Railway show being put on in Hamil-

ton so we toddled off to that for a few minutes to 

do our duties. Three hours later we were looking 

for lunch!! Yes a worthwhile show, and as usual 

the 9mm layout was really stunning. Just loved 

the Ka with sound!! Finally tearing ourselves 

away from the show we visited Raynor to take 

in all the changes at BenRachael Railway.  Then 

we cruised south to Andy’s and his magnificent 

workshop with various bits and pieces of live 

 

 

And again later on with an NW-2 banker added and now with a massive 42 wagons in tow 

Chris’s battery R/C RS-3 at the start of the haulage challenge with 16 wagons on the drawbar. 

Chester Railway meets Squirrel Valley Railway 
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steam projects, 

both finished and 

under way, in any 

g a u g e  f r om 

45mm to 7¼”. 

Following all this 

encouragement it 

was off home for 

training till dark 

at Squirrel Valley 

Railway!! 

 

   S u n d a y 

dawned, well I 

suppose it did as 

it was light when 

we all got up! 

Following a big 

fry-up breakfast 

t o d a y  w a s 

“diesel” day, 

Chris’s battery R/

C RS-3 ran nearly all day on its 2-amp/hr batter-

ies, very impressive. We had many other trains 

on throughout the day but kept returning to the 

RS-3. Later in the day we started loading the 

loco up and found, not without some serious ef-

fort that it we finally managed to stall it with 42 

wagons. All bogie wagons, all with metal 

wheels, and even the caboose was fitted with 

wheel wipers and that really didn’t help things. 

Certainly an impressive effort. In fact the loco 

could start the train okay, but as more and more 

of the train got onto a 3 meter radius curve even-

tually the wheel spin set in and the train stalled. 

We simply added an NW-2 and we were off 

Frank S and the Roundhouse pass on the run 

 

Grant’s 2-6-2 live steam Roundhouse crossing the viaduct 
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again and this train ran for hours. Just for fun I 

tried my Bachman Consolidation and it walked 

away with the entire train, as did the GP-9 but of 

course this had four traction tires where the 

Connie had just weight on its side. Also, this 

paid quite a compliment to the Bachmann 

knuckle couplers as the entire trains was so fit-

ted.  

 

   M o n d a y 

dawned a lot 

better than 

forecast so 

was deemed 

to be a 

“steam” day. 

Chris’s modi-

fied Frank-S 

and my Lib-

erty Belle 

were lit up 

and as the 

weather was 

behaving it-

self we had a 

great time. A 

few visitors 

popped in, in-

cluding Andy 

with two of 

his creations 

and both of 

these ran per-

fectly as usual. Other visitors arrived through-

out the day, rides were given and enjoyed on 

the 7¼, and we were all packed up and tidied 

away before the evening rain came. A fantastic 

weekend, thoroughly enjoyed by all, and host-

ing like minded friends for a full blown week-

end of “Training” is definitely to be recom-

mended to everyone.  

 

 

The RS 3 and NW2 passing the sawmill 

Above:  Even the best plans sometimes go 

wrong. Oops, a derailment. 

 

 

 

 

Right: Andy’s live steam railbus, built 

from bits in the scrap box. 
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Below: Otto is no longer one 

eyed. (two extra lights fitted 

front and back)  

The latest creations from 

Wayne Haste (in Wellington): 

In the Workshop 

The 750mm gauge Rugen line 

in north east Germany run a car-

van the same length [give or 

take 100mm] to the passenger 

car in the photo at right. 

I bought two , one to run as 970-

577  and one rebuild to carvan 974-451. I have repainted and renumbered 970-577, this car was fitted 

with the hopper type windows in the late 1960s, so it just fits in to the era that I am modelling. These 

are the Chinese models that are very similar to the LGB ones, and are not bad models for the price.  

 

I made up the new body to the same dimensions as the 

one the model came with, using the floor dimensions 

as my guide, but when I placed  it on the under frame 

[it fitted neatly between the end platforms] and tried 

the roof on top it was too long by a millimetre and a 

half, bugger. I discovered that the original body ta-

pered outwards at the top, so a minor adjustment had 

to be made.  Photo left showing the first of the inter-

nal partitions in place. More next month.   
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In the Workshop (continued) 

Above: Lined up ready for the paint shop. 

Left: One of two wagons that I am build-

ing for Murray Clarke , they are to be 

Rungenwagons [flat cars] of the DB.West 

Germany 1000m gauge.  

By John Robinson (Wellington) 

 

   It has been a rather different month for the 

Wellington Garden Railway Group. We haven't 

had a running afternoon on the Wellington side 

of the Rimutaka's but we have been busy none 

the less. 

 

   First up our small display layout, what we re-

fer to as the "shuttle layout" was on show at 

RailEx.  The usual half dozen or so assembled 

the display on Friday evening, and thanks to 

more clever electrics by Chris Drowley, three 

short trains shuttled their way throughout the 

weekend.  Sorry there are no photo's as I was 

otherwise engaged over the weekend (digging 

dirt out of my basement) and got there just in 

time to load the layout back on my Ute Sunday 

afternoon.  Credit for the running on Saturday 

and Sunday going to primarily to Chris.  Ian & 

Ann Galbraith also had their Barrel Railway at 

their Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model 

Supplies stand plus add in several Gn15 layouts 

elsewhere, including Gavin Sowry's Hayward's 

Estate Railway, and "G" was well represented at 

RailEx in a small way. 

 

   The second event was the annual November 

twilight running at Gavin Sowry's Taita Gorge 

Wellington Report 

Taita Gorge Station on Gavin’s Millennium Railway 
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Railway.  We've sort of piggie-backed onto this 

evening event for the last 3 or 4 years, Gavin 

started hosting it for the local NZ Model Rail-

way Guild members 6 years ago.  Numbers at-

tending sadly are somewhat smaller than the 

evening deserved, shame really as despite the 

original loop now being 10 years old the railway 

is in no way stale.  Don't think Gavin's railway 

will ever get stale, quite the opposite I expect it 

will never stop growing and improving.   

 

 

   This year the railway has seen a number of 

changes the largest being an extension to a re-

verse loop out "the other end" of the shed.  Back 

down at the original loop there's a new siding 

and a spur at the junction to make it a triangle so 

that the loop now doubles as another reverse 

loop.  With a number of our Groupies bring bat-

tery powered Aristo Revolution Train Engineer 

controlled loco's we were able to have three 

trains in operation at one time, a pretty good ef-

fort in the dark!  A change I like is the relocation 

of the scratch built 4 Square store to a small rise 

at the house end of the railway, a nice piece of 

Kiwiana whether there is a train passing or not. 

 

   One thing that surprised me is how much the 

planting at the Taita Gorge Railway has filled 

out in the last year.  The conifers in the original 

area, with Gavin's careful pruning now look like 

genuine mature trees.  Guess some of the prun-

ing techniques we learnt at the NZ Garden Rail-

way Convention in Auckland have been put to 

good use!  Thanks to Gavin for hosting a very 

pleasant evening. 

 

   During the month I visited a new railway that 

has just reached operational status in Pukerua 

Bay which will be added to our running after-

noon calendar in the future, and 

that's in addition to a further new 

railway that we will get to visit in 

January.  Wonderful to see the 

number of railways growing.  Lets 

hope the momentum continues.  

 

   Oh and planning is well under-

way for the 4th NZ Garden Rail-

way Convention to be held in Mas-

terton, contact details are listed on 

the back page of this issue. 

 

   So that was November, next 

month will see us back to our nor-

mal running afternoon, lets just 

hope the weather plays the game 

for us over summer.   

Gavin’s 4 Square Store Climax spotlit in the darkness   

 

Murray C's 218 giving the reverse loop at test run in the darkness 
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Text By Derek Lane (Auckland) 

Photos by Michael Hilliar (Auckland) 

 

    In the best traditions of Auckland weather, 

Saturday was fine and sunny but Sunday morn-

ing turned on the usual heavy, squally showers. 

But the afternoon was mostly fine with only the 

odd shower. 

 

   An interesting turnout with several visiting 

locos and items of rolling stock. 

 

   This meeting revealed a few host system civil 

engineering issues and lack of attention to right 

of way maintenance.  

 

   Michael Hillier’s Hunslet ex-

posed an underpass that was too 

low (a bit of a major mod will be 

needed to fix this), a small bush 

that needed the services of the tree 

pruning gang and a signal box that 

was too close to the track. As it 

turned out the track past the signal 

box was not attached to the deck it 

was laid on and foot traffic had 

caused it to move. Simple solu-

tion – a couple of spacers between 

the signal box base and the sleepers 

so avoiding the need to screw the 

Derek Lane’s Meeting 

 

Michael Brannigan’s  LGB Forney rounding the curve on the lower circuit 

Derek Lane’s  Aristo GP40 heading out over the vegetable garden 
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track down.  

 

   Dennis Lindsay’s 

Bachmann caboose also 

exposed the problem at 

the signal box. 

 

   A couple of notes on 

the layout. It has been 

built on two levels 

which are independently 

powered - one level with 

a basic LGB analogue 

controller and the other 

with a Train Engineer 

system. A ramp between 

the two levels lets trains 

go from one level to the 

other. The ramp is con-

trolled by points and sig-

nals with supplementary 

switches. It’s not quite 

automatic but works. 

The length of the ramp 

limits the length of 

trains that can use it so a rework of the logic 

controlling the ramp may extend its usefulness. 

 

   I was pleasantly surprised how well the point 

and signal solenoids and supplementary 

switches survived the winter. The signal masts 

had been removed and the bases covered with 

supermarket plastic trays to keep the rubbish out 

of the contacts. The points get cluttered with 

leaves, bird poo and the ballast gets redistributed 

by heavy rain. Inevitably bits of ballast get into 

the points, guard rails and under the solenoid 

arm.  

The red and white paint on the semaphore masts 

is not too durable either – a rainy day repainting 

job. 

 

   With different locos and rolling stock, these 

 

 

Ian Lyon’s LGB Orenstein & Koppel 

The assembled experts survey the railway 
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meetings show up the issues of coupler types. At 

this session we had LGB loop and hook, Aristo-

craft, Bachmann, and Kadee. It was interesting 

to check connectivity between the three different 

types of knuckle couplers. Aristocraft didn’t 

couple with anything else, but the Bachmann 

Spectrum couplers and the Kadees appeared to 

match very well and were even at the same 

height. The Bachmann couplers appear to allow 

close coupling and have small chain and lever 

release links. 

I use Kadees and have installed them with mini-

mum modification so the rolling stock does not 

couple as closely as it might. 

 

 

The photos are a small record of the meeting. 

 

 

Michael Hilliar's scratch-built Hunslet on the trestle 

Derek's LGB Meyer coming off the vegetable garden circuit 
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By Lloyd Dickens (Masterton) 

 

   The Wairarapa Garden Railway Group visited 

Charles Collinson’s new railway in October. 

 

   I was apprehensive about having a Garden 

Railway do in October but as it turned out the 

weather was great. 

   About a dozen turned up to the first open day 

for Charles’s new railway. Charles has the 

whole back lawn covered in line which winds its 

way around a tree and a cloths line. At present 

there is just a railway station and no garden ex-

cept the grass but with more to come. The track 

is well laid on ballast and did not cause any ma-

jor problems.  

   With new railways receiving there first visits 

quite often problems do arise. 

 

   While track power was present Charles is a 

Revolution convert and is using battery power 

himself. This is becoming common in the 

Wairarapa and track power may not be that com-

mon soon. Many of us are only providing track 

power for the convenience of others and some 

now are laying non conductive rails so track 

power is not an option. Having battery power 

removes three problems, providing the control-

ler, wiring to the track etc., and keeping the 

track clean and allows for the laying of much 

cheaper rails. 

 

   Charles provided a great afternoon tea then as 

we all left the Wellington crowd turned up. The 

Rimutaka hill road was closed due to an acci-

dent for a good part of the day. So I missed what 

was run in the latter part of the day. 

Charles Collinson’s Railway 

Charles Alco FA1 battery powered loco 

Ian Galbraith’s Mack Switcher leads the way 
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Club Events and Contacts 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 6th December: Alf and Rosie Williams, 64 Derbyshire lane, Karaka.  
2 pm till late wet or fine, also AGM and end of year Bar- b- que 

January: visit to Paeroa – Karangahake gorge – Waihi areas. Date to be advised. 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 

 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 5th December: Clyde Lipsey, 6 Ashbury Ave Hillcrest Hamilton. 
No meeting January, see Grant or Raynor if you have “training” urges. Next meeting Feb: Raynor 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wairarapa: 
 

Sunday 31st January:  Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Lansdowne, Masterton. 1:30pm, min radius 2m 

Sunday 28th February:  Ian Galbraith, 41 Skeets Rd, Masterton, 1:30pm, min radius 600mm.  
Track power available at both venues. 
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  

Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 13th December: our annual Christmas run to some of the Wairarapa railways ending with 
late afternoon bar-b-que at the Galbraith's in Masterton. 

Sunday 10th January: from 1:30pm at Gerald Shelton's new railway. 
 

Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  
 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 
 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 20th December: Kevin & Michelle Leigh. cnr Somerset & Willard. Xmas BBQ. 11am. 

Sunday 24th January: Glen & Brenda Anthony. 
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairperson: Michelle Leigh.  Email: kevinandmichelle.leigh@paradise.net.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published 

monthly by the Christchurch Garden 

Railway Society and features  news  

from various G scale clubs in New Zea-

land. 

Each club is a separate identity and the 

contact details can be found above.  

Contributions of articles and/or photos 

are always welcome. Photos should be 

sent as separate  jpg attachments. 

 

Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Colombo 
Street, Christchurch 8022. 

Email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

NZ GARDEN RAILWAY CONVENTION 
 

20-21 March 2010 
 

Fernridge School Hall,  Upper Plain Road,  

Masterton 

 

Contact Ian C Galbraith.   Ph 06 377 3603  

or gardenrailconvention@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wairarapa2010.htm 

WISHING ALL OUR READERS A VERY  MERRY CHRISTMAS AND SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON. 


