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Meeting of the big power on the Squirrel Valley Railway in Cambridge. A log train rolls through 
town while Grant Alexander’s yellow railbus waits quietly on a backshunt.    Photo: Derek Lane. 



Hamilton and Cambridge and is roughly 2km 
north of Cambridge township. It is a large 
(approximately one and a half acres) property 
which is blessed with some large mature trees, 
including Oak and Walnut trees. 
 
   Grant and Donna have built a large landscaped 
garden railway which is the form of a large dog 
bone shaped loop with a couple of passing loops 
plus a station area with sidings. The railway 
crosses several bridges and also passes through a 
tunnel. But wait there’s more; not only do they 
have a lovely garden railway but they also have 
a separate 7.25” gauge miniature railway that 
runs around the garden.  Grant has a live steam 
7.25” gauge S.R & R.L 2-6-2 and a NZR DA 
loco (battery powered) and he gave us rides 
around the garden behind the DA. If you are 
really good, which I was, he may even let you 
have a drive of the DA, which I did. Most enjoy-
able it was too and I can report that I didn’t lose 
any passengers either.  
 
   I was most impressed with their fine collection 
of dwarf conifer trees which were liberally 
sprinkled around their garden railway. Knowing 
how hard it is to find suitable dwarf conifers in 
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Auckland Group Visit To Squirrel Valley  

By Robert Graham 

Photos by Derek Lane & David Graham 

 

   The Auckland Group meeting for December 
was held a bit further away from home than 
usual. For this meeting we travelled over the 
Bombay Hills and down to Cambridge to visit 
Grant and Donna Alexander and their Squirrel 
Valley Railway.  
 
   I understand that this is the third version of 
their railway and this one came about with their 
shift in 2002 from Paraparaumu to Cambridge. 
Their property is on the main highway between 

Derek’s Aristocraft Railcar at the main station on the Squirrel Valley Railway 

Robert at the controls of Grant’s DA class loco 



The Garden Whistle - February 2009 

Page 3 

These two views taken by Derek Lane four years apart clearly illustrate the growth in the trees during that time  
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Auckland I must ask Grant where he got his. 
Derek Lane has provided a couple of before and 
after photos of Grants railway and you can cer-
tainly see the difference that a couple of years 
have made. 
 
   Unlike the normal Auckland group meetings 
which tend to run from 2 to 4 pm, Grant opened 
up his railway for the whole day. That meant 
that some people were there for the morning 

while others like us arrived for the afternoon. I 
gather that Carl Bussing, Colin Bache and Allan 
Burrows were there in the morning while Derek 
Lane, Ray Williams, Dennis Lindsay and Don 
Oliver were there when we arrived about 1.30. 
Andy Whyman and Raynor Johnston from 
GROW (Garden Railway Operators of Waikato) 
were also there supporting Grant and enjoying 
the day.  
 

   There was an eclectic col-
lection of trains being run 
around the track. I saw 
Derek’s Aristo-craft RDC 
railcar and Don had his 
LGB 2-4-0 tender engine 
along with his NZR rolling 
stock. I took down my 
Orenstein and Koppel 
steamer with a train of dis-
connect log cars and some 
field railway carriages 
while David had his Mil-
waukee Road speeder.  
 
   We had fun watching the 
trains run on the garden 
railway while sitting 
around debating the finer 
points of garden railroading 
and railroading in general.  
All too soon it was time to 

Grant’s scratch built Garrett, which utilises two bachmann big hauler wheel sets 

 

Robert’s Orenstein and Koppel with a train of logging disconnects 



than worth it. Apologies to anyone that I have 
missed out and lastly on behalf of all the atten-
dees I would like to say a big thank you to Grant 
and Donna Alexander for a wonderful day out 
and for being most gracious hosts. 
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hit the road and battle the traffic which unfortu-
nately got heavier and more frantic the closer 
one got to Auckland. 
 
   I feel safe in finishing off by saying that a fun 
day was had by all and we all went home think-
ing that the extra distance travelled was more 

A view of the details to be seen inside Grant’s sawmill structure 



By John Robinson 

 
   Following a joint Effort with Malcolm Hull 
(PBMM on G Scale Mad) during mid 2008 to 
construct a Tram Engine for the H&MGR using 
patterns and parts he supplied from his Beckside 
Works, Malcolm hatched a mad plan to help me 
(JRinTawa) build two locos to give to the 
Directors of the H&MGR for Christmas.  A 
wonderful thing is the internet, via emails and 
Skype, he has had the pleasure of talking to 
Hannah and Michelle and they must have left a 
good impression, either that or he wanted to see 
me work under pressure. 
 
   Thus during October the Project was 
commenced with the intention to base the locos 
on a loco in Malcolm’s fleet called Sir Michael 
Duffy, name after Madder “Mike”.  By the start 
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England Engines for the H & M Garden Railway 

Above & left: 0.5mm thick styrene rivet strips produced to match 
the set already made by Malcolm. The styrene was pressed with a 
Biro pen nib held in a pin chuck in a drill press. 
Below: Funnels turned by Malcolm fitted along with GRS steam 
domes and smokebox doors supplied by Malcolm.  

The gifts ready for dispatch to New Zealand 

A loco body in Malcolm Hull’s workshop in England 

Now in NZ, bodies mounted on to the Otto motor blocks 
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of November Malcolm had 
done his bit and the body 
shells plus an Otto motor 
block were racing out to New 
Zealand from the Beckside 
Works in Oxfordshire.  The 
motor block was kindly 
supplied by GSM members 
Matt (BriantheSnail) having 
been passed it sometime 
previously by Dave (Netty). 
 
   In typical Colonial fashion 
there was some slight 
deviation from the original 
i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e 
manufacturer.  Well I’ll 
blame Neil (fnrobinson) who 
sent me a link http://www.
f rhe r i t a ge . o r g . u k /w ik i /
England_Engines about the 
Festiniog Railways England 
Engines and the die was cast.  
Malcolm had sent the bodies 
out intending me to use them 
as tank engines, but with 
time running out I couldn’t 
resist the challenge to base 
the loco on the England 
Engines complete with their 
cute 4 wheel tenders.  
Accordingly I cut down some 
Hartland wagons sourced 
from Paul in California 
(Minimans) to use as the 
tender underframes.  Add to 
this help from Ian Galbraith 
(Peninsok) a local Madder 
and WGRG member, to wire 
up the headlamp LED, and 
other Madders providing 

The tenders were scratch built on Hartland 4 wheel wagon chassis 

Scratch built cab fittings including steam gauge built to Malcolm’s instructions. 

Handrail fitted using Ozark Miniatures handrail knobs. Headlamp is from Band-
bright drilled out to take a 5mm LED. Sandboxes are HO scale domes and tele-
phone keypad buttons. 

Tenders under construction 
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encouragement, the Project 
became a truly global effort.  
Best mention two locals 
(who aren’t Madders yet), 
Brian Russell who did the leg 
work to get the second motor 
block off eBay, and Brian 
Cashmore who came to the 
rescue with a suitable man 
for the second driver.  Golly 
a lot have people have helped 
haven’t they! 
 
   I’ll leave the pictures to 
describe the detailing of the 
body and tender construction; 
it will save me typing a 
thousand words.  The Project 
was completed by 1am on the 
24th December so I had them 
under the Christmas tree with 
23 hours to spare, phew. 
 
   Thanks to all the Madders 
(that’s G Scale Mad 
members) and others who 
helped bring this Project to 
fruition, it has made the locos 
very special to myself and 
the Directors who truly love 
them. 

Finally completed at 1am on 24th December 08 with 23 hours to spare! 

The happy Directors on Christmas Day. Michelle (left) and Hannah. 

Testing on Christmas day. The Directors are very proud of the new additions to their fleet on the H&MGR. 
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For Sale 

BACHMANN 
 
1  97491  “Jackson Sharp”  Full Baggage  “C & S” $100 
1  97291        “            “       Coach   #26            “     $100 
2  97              “            “            ‘      #75             “     $100ea 
1  97              “            “       O bservation   #911 “    $100 
1 “M O W” Water Service Tank Car  #107  Special $80   
( Bay Area Garden Railway Convention Car 1998)   
 
L G B 
 
1   45673 Box Car   “C & S”                                    $145 
1   42653 Bobber Caboose    “S V”                          $150 
2   43655        “                      “C & S”      #1009      $150ea 
2   4269/0   4x Axle Flat cars   “C & S”                   $90ea 
1   42720  Reefer “C & S”                                        $160 
1   4074-ZO 2 Reefer  “Schlitz”                               $145 
1   4074        Reefer     “Pabst Beer”                         $145 
1   4072        “Milwaukee Beer’  Miller High Life   $180 
1   4080-YO2    Tank car  “Gramps”                        $180 
1   10010   Track Planing Template  (Brand new.)   $45 

New Rosebrook Railway Storage Siding 

   Lee Collett in Carterton has also been busy 
with extensions. A flap has been installed in the 
garage wall (photo above and right) and trains 
can now be easily moved between 
the railway and garage for storage.  
    
   The photo at right shows a new 
2.5 metre long bridge.  It is made 
out of 40mm square box section 
steel.  It was put together by the top 
engineer at his work.    It is very 
heavy and it takes two people to lift 
it.   The bridge is set on concrete 
embankments and spans a dry river-
bed. 
 
   This is the start of his proposed 
new lay-out called the Dry River 
Railroad. 

U.S.A. TRAINS 
 
1   R16045   Wood Reefer     “C & S”  #1056             $125 
1   R16088                             “C & S”  # 598              $125 
(American Series,  Narrow Gauge) 
 
CARS 
 
2   SS7722  1932 Ford Coupe 3x Windows (MFD by Sun 
Star)     $75ea 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
10x    HardCover Binders  Green c/w Gold Lettering 
“Garden Railways”    $10ea             
 
 

Contact : Don Grenside, 156 Mill Road, OTAKI 
5512 , Ph/Fax 06 364 7597    
Email: grenside@clear.net.nz 
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By John Robinson 

 

   The Wellington Garden Railway Group kicked 
off 2009 with a running afternoon and bar-b-que 
at Brian and Diane Cashmore’s expanded Lyndi 

The Lyndi Railway 

Railway. Brian is kind of like our local Duracell 
Bunny, constructing at a pace that puts most of 
us to shame, and what he builds is superb. So we 
weren’t disappointed. The railway used to be 
confined to a small triangle behind the garage, 

now it’s probably 
twice as big hav-
ing grown onto 
the back lawn. 
Guests now able 
to sit in comfort 
on the back lawn 
or deck watching 
trains go by. All 
of the buildings, 
bridges and other 
structures are 
scratch built by 
Brian skilfully 
employing mate-
rial often sourced 
from his job as an 
ITM salesman. A 
reminder to us all 
that things don’t 
have to be made 
from expensive 

 

The new extension, with station, yard, and curved bridge at the far end.  

One of the new bridges on the new extension, which features more of Brian’s trademark crib retaining walls.  
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hobby materials to look right as you can see in 
the pictures. 
 
   The afternoon was the usual informal affair, 
pleasing to see a new face or two and a good 
number of partners there too. I do have a bit of a 
complaint about Diane’s catering though, it was 
just too good, cakes and slices that tasty just 
can’t be healthy! 
 
   We let Brian run his trains for a bit before 
track rights were keenly claimed by visiting 
equipment. Won’t go into details as to what ran, 
but all ran well except for a couple of minor hic-
cups which were quickly attended too. Probably 
the highlight for me, besides the food, was 
watching Chris Rogers’ live steam Vincent loco-
motive circulating amongst the track powered 
trains, caused a few laughs when Vincent caught 
up unexpectedly once or twice. 

   Brian showed us a natty little circuit testor 
made for him by a visiting relative, just a couple 
of LED (plus diodes and resistors I assume) at-
tached to screws through and old sleeper. Sit it 
down on the rails and if there’s power there ei-
ther one of the LEDs lights up depending on di-
rection of 
the DC 
cu r ren t . 
S i m p l e 
but very 
effective. 
 
Personally I feel the afternoon was a great suc-
cess, most of us not leaving till early evening, a 
great way to start the year. Good friends, good 
food, good railway. There are a few more pic-
tures on G Scale Mad at http://www.gscalemad.
co.uk/forum/index.php?showtopic=2737&hl  

 

The Lyndi station with Hannah & Michelle’s engines The workers completing a few last minute preparations  

Meanwhile in the yard the work seems to never stop  Details every where, even a small rock wall in foreground  
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The Fraser Line 

By Glen Anthony 

 
   There was a good turn out to the January run-
ning afternoon at Ross Fraser’s in Kaiapoi. The 
club has been fortunate with a number of new 
members joining over recent months with a 
number of visitors also arriving on the day. 

   We were lucky that the forecast thunder 
storms and hail held off until later in the evening 
and we only had to endue the a few spots of 
rain.   
 
   The railway is a good run of about 120 metres 
long, and Neil Wiggins had helped Ross up-

grade the yard in preparation 
for our visit.  The main yard 
had been re-laid with Neil’s 
home built long radius points 
allowing smooth running at 
high speed for large locos.  
The down side was that short 
wheel base locos like the 
Stainz struggled with the long 
dead frog. But double heading 
seemed to fix that. Featured 
around the line are buildings 
from Keith Brown’s Rock and 
Pillar line ex Dunedin. 
 
   It was a great privilege that 
Chris Leppard brought along 
his live steam Roundhouse 
‘Jack’ as it has been a while 

 

Chris’ Roundhouse loco steaming through the garden.  A few spots of rain weren’t enough to dampen the enthusiasm  
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since we have had any 
live steam locos at 
meetings.  Chris is a 
member of the 16mm 
Society in the UK, and 
his home track is 
32mm.  But he soon 
had the loco re-gauged 
to 45mm, and with the 
aid of small piece of 
wire, the loco was at-
tached to a rake of 
Phillip Cooke’s LGB 
cars.  It then looked a 
fine site as it paraded 
effortlessly around the 
line, while a little rain 
shower ensured the 
train was kept free 
from any drool from 
the many admiring 
onlookers! 
   Ross reports someone 
left their glasses in his 
shed. Please contact 
him if they are yours! 
 

Heading past the flower garden with a rake of LGB carriages in tow. 

Departing the station, with one of the many line-side buildings in the background. 

Andrew’s freight passes the engine shed with Ross’ three railcars parked up. 

   We have been  in-
vited  to  exhibit  at  the 
Ellesmere Vintage 
Rally, Leeston A & P 
showgrounds on Satur-
day 28th and Sunday 
29th  March.  As Karl’s 
layout was the only one 
available, he has agreed  
to exhibit on behalf of 
the group, however he 
needs assistance to set 
up on Friday afternoon, 
operate the two days, 
and pack up Sunday. 
  As Karl is acting on 
behalf of the group it 
would be appreciated if 
members could make 
every effort to help. 
Please contact Karl at 
kanda@paradise.net.nz 
or 3882589. Those 
helping will be given 
passes to the Rally. 
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By Jim Staton (Hokitika) 

 
   The management of the 
Koranui Coal & Timber Co 
(KCTC) wish to report that 
major developments are un-
derway to extend the line to-
wards the proposed site of 
the township of Limestone 
(to be developed along with 
an opencast limestone quarry 
to the south of the scrubby 
area). 
 
   Anthony Salvage Experts, 
a contracting company from 
Christchurch was passing 
through Hokitika and called 
into the KCTC offices, after 
viewing the 0n30 section of 
the KCTC empire the com-
panies chief executive, Glen 
agreed to stay on and assist 
with the salvage of all rail 
south of dry creek, to be re-
laid towards the proposed 
township. Once the township 
section has been laid the line 
is expected to continue on 
around the back of the town-
ship and back to the original 
line to the north of Dry 
Creek. 

   Raynor Johnston would like to hear from any-
one interested in or building NZR models in G 
scale (1:24 scale), with a view to communicat-
ing on matters of mutual interest. “I am just in-
terested in linking and knowing who else is fol-
lowing that bent in particular.” 
  Please contact raynor.johnston@clear.net.nz  
or phone (07) 829-4788  

Developments at the Koranui Coal & Timber Co 

Above: The editor at work wrecking a good railway. The line finished where the 
wooden  pegs are.   Below: Track loosely placed out ready for the new extension  

Calling all NZR Modellers Wanted to Buy 

   I am interested in purchasing any LGB or 
Bachman "plastic wagon wheel sets " if any one 
has them available. 
 
  Please contact raynor.johnston@clear.net.nz  
or phone (07) 829-4788  
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Following the success of re engineering works, Railway Running days are being held 

on the first Sunday afternoon of each month.    

The format is intended to be recreational operational railway running.   

Date:- first Sunday afternoon of the month 

Time:- 1pm onwards 

Location:- 42 Williams street  Kaiapoi.  327 6131 

Contact :-  email traincontrol@thefraserline.co.nz 
                 Phone 327 6131    

 

Please bring something to run  

 

Ross Fraser 

Locos: 
 
Yellow Pine Lumber Consolidation 
(Bachmann)    
                                      Lovely runner $650.00 
Union Pacific Dash 9 (Aristocraft)  
                                        hardly used   $400.00 
BNSF MAC 70  (USA Trains)  Near new.         
                   Heritage paint scheme.      $500.00 
Sante Fe U25 (aristo digital sound) 
(Aristocraft)         Still a nice runner     $250.00 
Union Pacific Mighty Moe (USA Trains)          
                                       Near new.       $100.00 
 
 
All prices are negotiable.   
Rob Wilson. (Christchurch)  
Email: robiref@hotmail.com   
Ph: (03) 960 4305 or 021 816 505 

Rolling stock: 
 
UP single dome tanker (Aristocraft)      $50.00 
UP Intermodal units x 4 (Bachmann)     
                                     $40.00ea or $120.00/lot 
Pipeload flatcar (Aristo)                        $50.00 
3 cable reel flatcars (1 x UP, 1 x D&RG)          
                                                              $45.00 ea 
Steel Box car “Ball Glass Jars”(MDC)  $45.00 
10 assorted boxcars (mainly USA trains)          
                                                             $60.00 ea 
2 x Gondolas – IC and CP Rail (Aristo)            
                                                              $40.00ea 
Stakeside flatcar (Bachmann)                $30.00 
2 bay Hopper car –Pennsy                     $40.00 
3 bay hopper car – Southern (Bachmann)         
                                                               $45.00 
 

For Sale: 
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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features  news  from 
various G scale clubs in New Zealand.     Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found 
above. Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. For Sale lists for private members (not 

running businesses) are printed free of charge (at editors discretion), and can be sent to the Editor: 
Glen Anthony. (email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz ) or post: 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sat/Sun 21 & 22 February: 

Saturday: Display at the Open 
Day of the Hokitika Heritage 

Park (near the airport). 
Sunday: Jim Staton.  
51 Sale St, Hokitika 

 
Sunday 15th March: 

Brian Allison 
 

Club Contact: 
Christchurch Garden Railway Society 
P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis  
ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 22nd February:  

David Clarke’s  
railway at Te Horo. 

 
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

for more details. 
 

Club Contact: 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, 

Tawa, Wellington  5028 
Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 
 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 15th February: 

Ray and Shelley Williams 
Howick 

2pm - 4pm wet or fine 
 

Sat/Sun 7 & 8 March: 

Garden Railway Convention 
 

Club Contact: 
Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway 

Group. C/- Michael Hilliar 
22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266 4745  
hilliar@internet.co.nz 

 
Waikato: 

 

Saturday 7th February: 
David Petchey,  

11 O'Neill Street, Hamilton 

 

Saturday 7th March: 
Garden Railway Convention 

Auckland 
 

Club Contact: 
GROW:  Garden Railway  
Operators of Waikato! 

Grant Alexander,  
PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  

Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.
nz 

 

NZ Garden Railway Convention 
 

7 & 8 March 2009  
Te Atatu South,  Auckland.  

 

http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/auckland2009.htm 
 

Email: graham.clan@woosh.co.nz  

Cartoon By Raynor 
Johnston (Hamilton) 


