
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

January 2009 

Phillip Cooke’s train of red LGB branded wagons creates a colourful scene as it departs Mt  

   Catt station on Karl Arnesen’s Mt Catt & Jessie Falls Railroad           Photo: Glen Anthony. 



club was hosted by Karl and Allison Arnesen. 

  

   Luckily it was a nice day, and we were able 

to relax and enjoy their railway which is 

spread out over a generous size section.  

 

   The railway was developed over a number 

of years, and had additions and changes 

made.  It features a number of different 

scenes ranging from station and town settings 

to mountains and lakes. The next addition 

will be a waterfall which will fill the empty 

space where trees were removed a year or 

two ago.  The water fall will join into the ex-

isting lake under the arch viaduct.  

 

   As you will see by the accompanying pho-

tos it is a very nice railroad, and there are so 

many great photo locations it would be easy 

to get carried away and fill the entire issue 

with photos.  The realism is enhanced by the 

number of people scattered through the rail-

way.  I have not counted them but I suspect it 
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Mt Catt and Jessie Falls Railroad  

By Glen Anthony 

 

    The Christmas BBQ for the Christchurch 

A line up of some of the visiting trains at Mt Catt Station.  

Luckily the cat was only thirsty and didn’t seem  

interested in having a feed of  goldfish! 



The Garden Whistle - January 2009 

Page 3 

would be between 50 and 100 and it certainly 

adds life to the scenes. 

 

   A few visitors joined us for the afternoon in-

cluding a prospective new member, Sean 

Galbraith, who reports that he is interested in 

building some 1:24 scale NZR. 

 

   Karl’s brother Chris, turned up with his cats.  

One took up residence on a bridge over the 

goldfish pond.  We thought it was about to go 

looking for lunch, but luckily it only wanted a 

drink.  

 

   Dean Farrow brought along his first attempt 

at vac-forming the front end of his 88 seater 

railcar using the pattern, a photo of which ap-

peared in the November issue. 

    

   Andrew Wilson came along with a lower 

quadrant semaphore signal he had assembled 

from a kit purchased in Britain a few years 

ago.   

 
   Jim Staton was over from Hokitika, and has 

set a date for the annual open day at the Heri-

Glenn Watson’s new loco crossing Jessie Falls viaduct 

Some of the street scene at Jessie Falls with its numerous people and vehicles. 
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tage Park.   This will be 

Saturday 21st Feb, and 

we are invited to go 

over and set up some 

track and run trains in 

the same manner as last 

year.  This weekend 

does not clash with the 

Coast to Coast race, as it 

last year.  The following 

day  we are invited to 

run on his garden rail-

way (weather permit-

ting). 

 

   Karl reports that we 

will not be proceeding 

with the Ellerslie Flower 

show display next year. 

 

   There are more photos 

from the day in the pho-

tos section on G Scale 

Mad, and video can be 

found at: http://www.

t r a i nweb . o r g / n z g r /

CGRS.html 

 

   p.s. John Hamilton re-

ports that someone left a 

grey jersey at his place. 

Three different bridges on 

the Mt Catt & Jessie Falls 

Railroad (all scratch built 

by Karl): 

 

Top:  A plate girder with 

men fishing from the 

wharf. (made from wood) 

 

Middle:  The arch viaduct 

in the gorge. (made from 

plastic) 

 

Bottom:  The long trestle. 

There was a second paral-

lel trestle until the devia-

tion was put through the 

mountain in the back-

ground  



looking garden.  

 

   If anyone is passing through the Waikato 

region over the holiday period please make 

contact with us as I'm sure we can arrange 

some "training" somewhere, and I believe 

Raynor's regular Friday Night working bee's 

are happening again. As for Donna and me, 

we aren't heading away anywhere this year, 

and as the trains are only ever seconds from 

running, we would welcome any stray visi-

tors for a cuppa and a good old chin-wag to 

break your journey if passing through Cam-

bridge.  

 

   Happy Christmas everyone and best wish's 

for the New Year.  

 

Grant Alexander 

Squirrel Valley Railway 

Cambridge, NZ. 
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By Grant Alexander 

  

   What a great year we've had. A growing 

membership, a good number of lines to run on, 

in fact I think we all got two visits each this 

year, but with new members coming on board 

our respective turns slowly get moved further 

apart.  

 

   Each return visit is a joy as we get to see re-

cent developments, and get to notice changes 

in the flora and fauna that even the owner 

might not notice.  

 

    We finished the year in grand style at Geoff 

and Sue's place in Tirau with track power, live 

steam and even some battery electric taking 

turns on Geoff's large and level track. Next 

year starts with a blast in the first week of Feb-

ruary with a visit to David Petchy's line and 

another chance to run through a very natural 

Annual Report from GROW (Garden Railway Operators of Waikato) 

 

For Sale 
 

Bow string pedestrian over bridge $170 
As seen on the cover of this issue. Metal construction   

 

760mm wide deck girder bridge $150 
Rib detailing one side only. Metal construction 

 

 

 

Contact: 

Graeme Bright. 

 26 Kingrove Street,  Christchurch. 

Ph. (03) 359 7798 
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By Michael Hilliar 

Pictures by David Graham 

 

   The weather turned out to be extremely 

warm, reminiscent of a mid summers day, 

hopefully this will continue well into the New 

Year. Alf and Rosie had prepared their railway 

to its usual top condition; it takes quite a while 

to set out all the buildings people, animals and 

cars. This is one of our older layouts which has 

quite a few mature plants and trees, so you can 

see how they have progressed. It’s often diffi-

cult to know how some plants and trees will 

look or behave when you first buy them from 

the nursery. We tend to Buy trees 

that are listed Dwarf and plant them 

in what we think is a nice distance 

from the railway line. In time they 

will grow to a size that starts to en-

croach onto to the railway. Dwarf 

often just means in time they won't 

grow to the same size as their taller 

cousins. 

 

   There was a fairly good turn out of 

members with Vern Talbot from the 

Hamilton group visiting the northern 

section meeting for the first time. A 

number of different trains were to be 

run over the afternoon and one set 

up was arranged so that Dennis 

Alf & Rosie’s Meeting 

 

Colin Bache's LGB Pennsylvania set 

 

Ian Lyons USA Trains NW-2 running through the cutting 
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Lindsay’s modified 

LGB Denver & Rio 

Grande San Juan pas-

senger coaches could be 

pulled by the correct 

locomotive,  Colin 

Bache’s Aster/LGB 

K28.  I had to leave 

early so David Graham 

was given the task of 

taking the photographs. 

It is good to see some-

one else’s view of the 

day’s proceedings. 

 

   Being a very warm 

day, the afternoon tea 

was served up in the 

carport, a welcome re-

lief to retire from the 

sun.  While I had them 

cornered it was also a 

chance to hold our 

AGM. 

 

   This usually doesn’t 

take long as the group 

is run on very loose 

lines with one turkey 

‘me’ and with the help 

of my wife Elizabeth, 

do what we do to keep 

the Auckland group go-

ing; we were returned 

to do another year.  A 

number of other points 

were raised and to be 

considered which I will 

report in the Auckland 

Up Date, we then  re-

turned to what we are 

really interested in; run-

ning trains. 

 

   The pleasant after-

noon finished up with a 

small number staying 

on for a B-B-Q tea.  

Thank you again Alf 

and Rosie for a lovely 

afternoon.  

 

David Graham’s Bachman 45 tonner crossing a small trestle 

Another of  Colin Bache's trains exits one of the two tunnels on the Alfrosa railway 

Colin Bache's LGB/Aster K28 hauling Dennis Lindsay's Modified LGB passenger 

cars. This a true representation of the D&RGW San Jaun passenger train. 



By John Robinson 

 

   RailEx is Wellington’s prime annual model 

railway exhibition, this year held at the Kennel 

Club in Porirua. G Scale has been represented 

at the shows before, often under the wing of 

Mack’s Track. This year the Wellington Gar-

den Railway Group boldly choose to go were 

others have gone fearfully before and mount a 

much larger display, 9mx7m in fact. 

 

   From the public perspective I feel it went 

down pretty well. On a slightly elevated plat-

form we had two large loops running, the outer 

under MTS digital control with two trains run-

ning and an inner loop running simple DC ana-

logue control with one train and a little 

“speeder”. Above this over one corner we set 

up our smaller shuttle layout and a display of 

pictures. There was always a lot going on, not 

always planned! 

 

   Throughout the rest of the very hot hall were 
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RailEx 2008 

The outer track and yards were under MTS control 

while the inner track was DC analogue 

Part of the multi layered display   
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some 50 other displays and traders covering all 

scales and modeling tastes. Personal favourites 

were Paul Napier and Gavin Sowry’s Gn15 

dioramas and Kerry Willard’s stunning 1:48 

Rua-Kotanga-Nui. Our display was right by 

the door, and always seemed to have a steady 

audience, the youngsters kneeling on the floor 

having trains passing right at their eyelevel. 

  

   But exhibitions are hard work, and being the 

first time handling the organization of a dis-

play I learnt some lessons. To be honest I don’t 

feel I did a good enough job, so next time Wel-

lington lads look out, if I’m responsible I’ll be 

getting a bit more formal to ensure we do bet-

ter and spread the load fairly. There’ll be ros-

ters to cover manning with a minimum of 4 

people rotating through the day, and train con-

sists set in advance (and tested). I’d also main-

tain a list delegating who’s bringing and doing 

what etc. Sounds a bit over the top doesn’t it, 

but we’re there to put on a display for paying 

public and I want to show off just how good 

garden railways are. Oh and I’ve got to re-

member to get some sleep so I don’t look so 

tired and grumpy, yep and to smile more be-

cause I’m suppose to be having fun! Having 

said all that a big thanks is needed though to all 

who helped, phew. 

The Marklin club’s popular  Gauge 1 layout 

Ian Galbraith’s Christmas themed G scale barrel of fun 

Paul Napier’s 1:24 Mt Albert Sewer Tunnel diorama 



Another view of Murray Clarke’s water fall, which was also featured last month 

the Wairarapa. 

 

   We started the afternoon with lunch at 

Murray Clarke’s, unlike our limited visit last 

month in rather damp conditions, this month it 

was the sun people sort shelter from. As men-

tioned last month it was a pleasure to visit his 

new railway, and we gave it a 

pretty good testing with lots 

of visiting stock. I saw 

Murray’s new addition, an 

LGB Mallet, running when I 

arrived but with everyone so 

keen to run their “stuff” on 

this neat railway that was 

about all the running it got. 

You can read more about 

Murray’s railway in the De-

cember 08 issue of the Garden 

Whistle. 

 

   Come 2:30pm we travelled 

in convoy a couple of blocks 

to Lee and Christine Collett’s 

place, also in Carterton. I 

think it took Chris Drowley 
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By John Robinson 

 

   Oh that’s a corny title isn’t it? But it was 

such a fun day. On Sunday 7th December the 

Wellington Garden Railway Group did its 

usual pre-Christmas venture over the Rimutaka 

Hill to visit some of the growing number of 

garden railways operated by group members in 

Wellington Wanders Wairarapa Wailways 

 

Some of the club, who were able to enjoy the sun this month  
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longer to put on his bike gear than it did to ride 

the short distance! 

 

    Things have been developing here since we 

visited last year, the planting on their Rose-

brook Railway taking well and giving a real 

feel of permanence and belonging in it’s space 

under a mature (Oak or Birch?) tree. It’s de-

ceiving just how much track they’ve fitted in 

yet in no way is it a spaghetti junction. You 

find more about the Rosebrook Railway in the 

January 08 Garden Whistle.  

 

   Ah but they haven’t stopped there. The bor-

der against the house is now occupied by a 

dedicated tram layout complete with the appro-

priate overhead. It’s a simple manual opera-

tion, the operator turning the tram on a turnta-

ble at each end and resetting the trolley pole on 

the overhead. Power is from the track though. 

It’s great, the tram travels from one town scene 

of half building flats to another, all very pictur-

esque. I’m sure more details on this ideal way 

to fill a small space will appear in a future. To 

give Lee some further ideas Lloyd Dickens set 

up his battery operated tram engine which pro-

ceed to shuttle back and forth on its own cour-

tesy of some magnet reed switch magic which 

I don’t understand. 

Lee and Christine Collett’s Rosebrook Railway 

A close up of  Murray Clarke’s track cleaner Murray demonstrates it being used 



   Ah but wait there is more! Out on 

the front lawn Lee had set up a tem-

porary loop to let us see and hear his 

two new Phoenix sound equipped 

locos, the K27 had me laughing as it 

continued to “steam” as it was lifted 

off the track to be put away. 

 

   So after being fed a fine afternoon 

tea by Christine we headed to Mas-

terton, for more trains on Ian and 

Ann Galbraith’s Culcreuch Fold 

Garden Railway and a shared bar-b-

que tea in the warm evening sun.  

 

   Ian’s put in a lot of work since last 

year, the railway almost doubling in 

length, adding a new industrial 

branch and logging siding and get-

ting some real flash control panels 

operating. Piping has also been laid 

for E-Z-Air Motion Control for the 

turnouts. Several highlights here, 

Murray Bold, aka Honest Joe’s Used 

LGB, set up a wee sales table of 

some ex estate LGB items for sale; 

Christmas was sorted for quite a 

number. And Chris Rodgers got to 

steam his brand new Regner's Vin-
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Trains passing on the Rosebrook Railway 

One terminus on Lee and Christine’s new project, the Tram line, with the turntable hidden behind the Tram.   
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cent, absolutely brilliant little 

engine. It ran like a charm 

and it isn’t even run in yet, 

very tempting. 

 

   We started with food and 

ended with food, lots of train 

running, good company, 

good weather, all up a very 

worthwhile day. There are a 

few more pictures from the 

day on G Scale Mad at http://

www.gs ca l emad . co . uk /

f o r u m / i n d e x . p h p ?

showtopic=2085  

The Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 

Chris Rogers live steam “Regner's Vincent” outside Ian Galbraith’s “Burke’s” Station 
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By Derek Lane (Auckland) 

 

   On a recent Trip to 

Melbourne, we took rides on 

two of the local miniature 

railways. 

 

   The first was the Box Hill 

(web site www.bhmsrs.org 

au) and the second was the 

Diamond Valley Railway, 

Eltham (web site www.dvr.

com.au.) 

    

   Both these miniature 

railways are public access 

railways running a variety of 

steam and motorized locos 

with a range of ride-on cars. 

They are normally open once 

a month so as luck would 

have it, both were operating 

on the only Sunday we were 

in Melbourne. 

    

   I won’t go into a lot of 

detail about the railways 

because more detailed 

information is on their 

websites.  

 

Box Hill Railway  

 

   Much of the hardware is 

based on Victorian prototypes 

and both operate on 7.25” 

Melbourne Miniature Railways 

Box Hill Photos 

 

Top: Box Hill, station on the 1.25 

kilometre track, set in the pictur-

esque landscaped  Elgar Park. 

 

Middle: V-line “diesel” G520 uses 

a 1400cc Cortina petrol engine 

driving a hydraulic pump and one 

hydraulic motor per bogie. 

 

Bottom: Matilda and Casey are 

steam powered. Fuel is a processed 

coal nuggets, which has high ther-

mal energy. 
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gauge track as the standard 

but Box Hill has a dual 

gauge system with a 5” 

gauge option. As a result, 

there’s a 45mm gauge 

track between the two 

main gauges but points do 

present a bit of a problem 

for G scalers. 

 

   Passenger cars include a 

range of freight cars and 

passenger carriages for 

straddle ride-on. Diamond 

Valley cars have enclosed 

sides so feet don’t stray 

where they are not wanted. 

However, safety does not 

appear to be an issue. 

 

   Switches are a mixture 

of remote and manual 

operation along with a mix 

of colour light and 

semaphore signals.  

 

Diamond Valley – Eltham 

 

   This is a 7.25” gauge 

railway with about 2km of 

track. This system is single 

gauge. Appears to have 

operational signalling 

systems. 

 

  All in all, an interesting 

day. 

Diamond Valley Photos. 

Top:  The signal gantry at Dia-

mond Valley 

Middle: Melbourne Tram. 

Transmission – One C40 series 

motor in each end bogie fed 

from 3 x 12volt car batteries 

through a reversing switch and 

series/parallel controller. 

Bottom: Pauline, based on the 

American two foot  steam locos 

that can be found on many nar-

row gauge railways through out 

the world. It has a working air 

compressor. 



The Garden Whistle - January 2009 

Page 16 

The Garden Whistle is compiled by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soc and features news from various 

G scale clubs in New Zealand.  Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above. 

Editor: Glen Anthony, 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Club Events and Contacts 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 18th January: 

Ross & Gwyn Fraser 

42 Williams St 

Kaiapoi 

 
Sat/Sun 21 & 22 February: 

Jim Staton 

Hokitika 

 
Club Contact: 

Christchurch Garden Railway Society 

P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairman: Don Ellis  

ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk 

don@computercables.co.nz  

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 18th January:  
From 1:30pm at Brain Russell’s 

“Linden Railway”  

then onto Brian Cashmore’s 

newly extended railway.  

BYO bar-b-que tea at Brian C’s 
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 

for more details. 
 

Club Contact: 

Wellington Garden Railway Group 

www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, 

Tawa, Wellington  5028 

Ph 04 232 5175  

jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 18th January: 

Ken and Liz MacDiarmid 

10 Savoy Road, Glen Eden. 

818-7474 

2pm - 4pm wet or fine 
 

Sunday 15th February: 

Ray and Shelley Williams 

Howick 
 

Club Contact: 

Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway 

Group. C/- Michael Hilliar 

22 Halver Road, Manurewa 

Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266 4745  

hilliar@internet.co.nz 

 

Waikato: 
 

No meeting Jan. 

Ring Raynor if you want to run 

 

Saturday 7th February: 
David Petchey,  

11 O'Neill Street, Hamilton 

 
Club Contact: 

GROW:  Garden Railway  

Operators of Waikato! 

Grant Alexander,  

PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  

Ph 078230059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

NZ Garden Railway Convention 
 

7 & 8 March 2009  
Te Atatu South,   

Auckland.  
 

http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/

auckland2009.htm 

 

Email:  

AuckCon2009@vodafone.co.nz 

 

Registration forms available now 

By Raynor Johnston in Hamilton 


