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Chris Rogers live steam Vincent snakes through an S curve on the approach to Hereford Station  
on Murray Bold’s “Hereford Railway” in Palmerston North.                      Photo: John Robinson 



railway.  With the incentive of the running after-
noon hanging over him Murray had rushed 
ahead some of those “round to it” jobs, includ-
ing replacing a considerable number of failing 
wooded sleepers with the new plastic sleepers 
from Auckland.  As a result the railway ran near 
faultlessly, well rewarding the great turnout of 
Groupies and attachments, some 30 or so all 
told. 
  
   Okay let’s get on to talking about the railway.  
Alongside a deck off the lounge and Murray’s 
work room is a modest size track powered loop 
with the main station Hereford.  Branching out 
from here, via a triangular junction runs the un-
powered mainline which continues across the 
back of the section then runs for some distance 
down the side of the house, looping around a 
garden shed, pausing at Hydrangea Halt,  before 
rejoining the single track mainline back to the 
deck loop.  Generally Murray runs live steam or 
battery power, he’s quite nifty with the Picaxe 
control system for his battery powered stuff.  
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Hereford Railway 

By John Robinson 

 
   May’s running day for the Wellington Garden 
Railway Group was held in defiance of the 
weather forecast at Murray Bold’s Hereford 
Railway in Palmerston North.  Even driving up 
from Wellington for the afternoon, as we passed 
through rain I had my doubts, but what a pleas-
ant surprise to find the Palmie sitting in a pocket 
of sunshine that stayed with us all afternoon.  
This was, as a group, our first visit to Murray’s 

 

The control panel for the track powered section 

Hereford Station, next to the deck, with a Stainz approaching in the distance from the triangular junction  
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There are no significant grades.  I 
didn’t ask the length of the railway 
but it sure has a feeling of going 
somewhere as you cannot see the 
whole railway in one view, it really 
is in a nice setting.  Shame we made 
a bit of a mess of his lawn. 

  
   Our Groupies sort of divided 
themselves in two, those with live 
steam generally out on the mainline 
and those with track powered stuff 
testing out the deck loop.  We did let 
the two mix, separatism not being in 
anyone’s favour, besides to get to 
Janice’s fine afternoon tea the 
steamie ones had to come past the 
deck loop.  But seriously the 
steamies showed off well on the 
day, the conditions conducive to 
good steam plumes.  Chris Rodger’s 
Vincent (that I dumbly called a 
Konrad on GSM) was popular as al-
ways and Chris Drowley showed off 
his Frank S.  Now that is an impres-
sive model in live steam.  Lloyd 
Dickens had his Lady Anne and I 
think I may have seen him slipping 
his Shay back into his car as I ar-
rived, drat. 
  
   Amongst the track powered visit-
ing stock we had a Forney, England 
Engines, Stainz, Schoma diesel and 
my Bush Jigger, plus others. I was a 
bit late getting there so apologies for 
what I’ve missed off. 
  
   A natty bit of Murray’s kit on 
show was his scratch built battery 
powered track sweeper.  Very handy 
for a railway like the Hereford rail-
way running thorough a developed 
garden. 
  
   As usual you can find some more 
pictures on G Scale Mad at http://
www.gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.
php?showtopic=4827  
  
   Thank you to Murray and Janice 
Bold for an enjoyable afternoon, 

Murray’s track sweeper loco for clearing hard to reach sections 

Murray’s scratch built battery powered NZR D class. 

Chris Drowley’s Frank S waits at Hydrangea Halt 



Stott. I met the Stotts when they brought their 
grandson to a Tank battle afternoon I run in 
Masterton once a month. They did not know 
about us or us them. It probably shows we 
should advertise out side the small gauge model 
railway group. Several of our members are not 
members of the local club. 
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Lloyd’s Garden Railway 

By Lloyd Dickens 

 

   The Wairarapa Garden Railway group visited 
Lloyd Dickens’s Railway on the last Sunday in 
April. There were fifteen  present including 
friend’s of my brother Beauchamp and two new 
members Brent Bartram and Tony and Lesley 

 

Beauchamp Dickens NZR ‘Standard’ railcar with the sawmill in the background 

Lloyds live steam Accucraft Shay hisses along  with a rake of logs 



 
   These running days serve several purposes for 
me, I learn about the options of how to setup my 
railway, I learn more about locomotives and 
trains. But our outings are about more than loco-
motives, track, signals, buildings and trains. 
They’re about people sharing friendships and 
the camaraderie of a passion they enjoy, which 
is self evident in the animated conversations and 
smiling faces of those present on these days. 
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   The layout consists of the 
one main loop around a lake 
at one end and a spiral at the 
other. A river flows from the 
lake to the bottom end of the 
spiral. The river has a 250 
galloon tank at the bottom 
end. This large size tank was 
discovered by trial and error 
to be about the correct size. 
The volume of water held in 
the river alone is nearly 80 
gallons!   
The railway was designed 
with large radius curves to 
suit live steam Locomotives 
of which I have two, a 
Roundhouse Lady Anne and 
an Accucraft Shay. The shay 
requires the largest curves 
which means it runs on very 
few other railways in the 
area. 
The railway has very few buildings at present 
just a Signal box and a saw mill which is not 
complete yet. In fact the wind got up in the af-
ternoon and blew the saw mill’s roof off.  
The signal box has the switches for the control 
of turnouts which is via E-ZAir air operated 
switches. At present the power for the three sid-
ings is switched by micro switches, an idea I got 
from the Auckland convention. I ran into prob-
lems with them on the day 
when my Lady Anne would 
not clear two of them. In any 
case I have decided that they 
are unsightly unless covered 
and as the switches only 
have a 3 amp rating I have 
decided to centrally switch 
the sidings in future. 
 
   Nearly everyone brought 
along a train to run which 
was great.  
Great that is until a fault de-
veloped at two of the joiners 
and trains stopped. It was 
discovered that some of the 
screws holding the joiners 
on where lose. Unfortunately 
at least one could not be 
fixed as the screw was solid.   

 

Tony Stott's Bachmann Spectrum 4-4-0 Locomotive rounds a curve 

 

Murray Clark’s  Piko Taurus DB Electric Locomotive 
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In the Workshop 

This is the first of what I hope will become a regular feature. There are plenty of great achievements 
being made around the country and this is your chance to share them with others. Finished or not.  
So send in your photo and a short description of what you are working on to the editor:  
glen.bren@paradise.net.nz . Deadline for each issue is 15th of the month prior. But I am happy to re-
ceive submissions at any time, and can hold it for the following issue if necessary. So lets see your 
engines, wagons, buildings and other works!  

Above: Wayne Haste (in Wellington) is building an NZR 2-6-4 Wd class loco for Brian Russell. The 
chassis is from an LGB mogul.  The boiler is 55mm drain pipe. Brian Russell supplied the funnel. 

Below: Dean Farrow (in Christchurch) is building an NZR 88 seater railcar. Below is a view show-
ing the inside workings (L to R) motor, batteries, radio receiver and speed controller, main speaker 
and finger pointing to the sound circuit board. There is also a small speaker in each cab for the horn 
(and the electronics works out which direction the car is going, so only the leading end will sound). 
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Here are two more views of Dean Farrow’s 
railcar. The inset at right was taken a month ago, 
while above was taken just one week ago.  The 
baggage end and middle vestibule doors are now 
fitted. It is also fitted with directional lighting. 

A note from John Robinson: 
It’s taken a couple of months to get round to it but I’ve finally cobbled together some video footage 
of layouts visited during the NZ Garden Railway Convention up in Auckland in March. They are 
nothing special and are only between 1 and 2 minutes long each so you won’t be bored for long. Ah 
and I was talking too long at Ken MacDiarmid’s so sorry Ken yours is actually a collection of stills 
but it does prove I was there! I hope you enjoy them, and do click the little HD button just under the 
right hand corner of the video screen to see them clearer in “high definition” if you’re on a good 
broadband connection.  
The links are: -  
Robert & David Graham’s : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QlnMkffPyW0  
Ken & Liz MacDiarmid’s  : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KnsgqtPDp8 
Hugh Keal’s : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4YeUbc3Ring 
Henrick Dorbeck’s : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ux6DnxETaOw 
Alf & Rosie Williams’ : http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKbLgO46WrA 
Michael Hilliar’s http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08CCPU7pf30 
Alternatively go to YouTube at www.youtube.com and do a search for JRinTawa. 

NZ Garden Railway Convention Videos on YouTube 



 
   The railway basically forms a large oval with 
several passing sidings constructed on a raised 
framework around the edge of the lawn. The ba-
sic track work is complete and I am currently 
concentrating on planting and some rudimentary 
landscaping to disguise the timber framing. My 
main inspiration is the Welsh Highland and 
Railroads of the Rockies with a bit of the West 
Coast South Island thrown in. This is a little bit 
difficult to achieve on a nearly flat section. 
 
   Track is AMS code 250 brass narrow gauge 
with a combination of Sunset Valley and hand 
built switches. The main line includes 2-3% 
grades to add a bit of interest the 5% grade from 
the loop to the shed has more to do with a slight 
miscalculation with the level. 
 
   The railway is controlled by a Digitrax DCC 
system, with JMRI computer software interface 
for route setting in a storage area. 
 
   Apart from a 2mm sq feed from the shed to 
one of the yards, rail joints are simply bonded 
with copper jumpers. One or two spurs are fitted 
with isolating switches.  
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The Jackson County Narrow Gauge  

By John Mayne 

Photos by John Mayne & Grant Alexander 

 
   April was my turn to host the monthly GROW 
meeting on the Jackson County Narrow Gauge. 
Like previous meetings, the Hamilton weather 
likes to play tricks on me and show me who is 
boss. This time we only had rain, no storms fal-
ling trees or floods. We had our usual pattern of 
operation with Grant, Geoff, Stefan and I out-
side playing trains in the drizzle while Dave and 
Andy chatted sheltering in the lee of the house. 

 

The Mixed takes the mainline at Ti Tree Flats branch line rising in the background 

Sunset Valley point and switch stand 
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Opps! Wreck resulting from pine needle in flangeway! 

   I had just about enough time and managed to 
clear the line of leaves and twigs, clean the track 
and get a train out, but not do any testing before 
the first of my visitors Grant and Geoff arrived 
on Saturday . 
 
   Grant bought his battery powered mogul and 
passenger train to give his loco a work out, 
Geoff a recently completed Gauge 1 LMS elec-
tric multiple unit a little bit different on a rough 
and ready narrow gauge line. 
 
   Initially we had difficulty getting Geoff’s 
power car to run on DCC, with the hand throt-
tles showing an error message and shutting 
down. The problem was eventually traced to a 
faulty coms. cable between the computer and 
DCC command station.  
 
   Unfortunately while the Gauge 1 power car 
successfully negotiated the main loop, the 3 car 
unit was unable to negotiate 1800R LGB point-

work and one of the curves on the man line was 
too much for the trailing coaches. 
 
   Geoff and Andy eventually sought the sanctu-
ary of the lounge with its wood burner, while 
outside the drizzle eased off and Grant, Stefan 
and myself settled down to a 3 train operation, 
with two passenger trains and a freight running 
and sometimes over taking on the main line,. 
 
   All and all it turned out a good day, with some 
very favorable comments on the level of pro-
gress with the railway since Christmas. 
 
   Hopefully we will have somewhat better 
weather for the next meet. The next big job is to 
continue with the planting, complete the turnta-
ble at the main station, convert some of the main 
line points to sprung or remote operation and 
hopefully provide some buildings for the little 
people. 

LGB Diesel on passenger train 

Forney hauled freight at Pont Tificat 8, Owner/general manager/general everything in background. 
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Low Cost Wagon Loads 

This is also made from 
cardboard tube from a 
paper roll.  
I have painted to repre-
sent a tarred finish, wa-
ter pipes made of steel 
where treated this way 
back in the good old 
days. 

These are also made from 
card tubes, and set in 
wooden cradles.  
I have modelled them as 
indusial steel pipes, but 
could be painted a light 
grey to represent con-
crete.  
The box is a Warehouse 
toy from the left over bin 
after the Christmas rush, I 
think I paid $2 for it. 

By Wayne Haste. 

   

 

The pipes at left were 
made using cardboard 
tubes left over from 
lunch raps etc 
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Trevor David Stewart  
 

25.4.1933  -  18.4.2009 

Trevor had a sense of humour; 
a plaque on the end of his  

casket read: 
 

He who dies with the most  
model trains, wins! 

   I first met Trev in the mid sixties when he was 
the man with the ‘hair’ behind the counter at 
Hobdays cycles. 
 
   As a first year apprentice printer at Bascands 
you could get on your bike at lunch time, turn 
right into Colombo St from Kilmore and arrive 
at 1067 Colombo St. Then purchase either 
‘Scalextrix’ racing parts or ‘Corgi Toys’ which I 
collected in those days, and then get back to 
work on time. 
 
   It was full circle (no pun intended) to find out 
35 years later that it was Trev who pressed on 
the brass hubs to give your Scalextrix Lotus bet-
ter drive capabilities. 
 
   Fast forward 40 years Trev is heavily involved 
with the Garden City Model Railway Club, 
committee member, building renovator and most 
importantly coordinator for the Buy, Sell and 
Exchange at the model railway exhibitions. 

 
    He joined us when we were having the last of 
the meetings at Bob McCully’s in Oxford and 
Trev started with a few LGB Toy Train pieces to 
‘show’ the grand children.  The G scale then 
gradually became a major interest, expanding to 
track work in the garden with a run through into 
the HO scale layout shed which by then had 
moved into the garage. 
 
   As model railway exhibitions started up in 
other South Island town and cities so the “last of 
the summer wine” and myself took the Buy Sell 
& Exchange on tour. Alexandra, Stoke, Timaru, 
Dunedin, Ashburton, Greymouth, Hokitika have 
all had a taste of Trev’s ability to sell anything 
from cars and motor caravans to model railways.  
Also his breakfast catering organising for 20 
people was legendary. 
 
   For me a man who enjoyed the music of ‘Tony 
Bennett’ right across the music spectrum to 
‘Santana’ was a great mate to travel away with 
especially as we both agreed not to enjoy 
Graeme Boot’s ‘Willie Nelson’ collection. 
 
   It will not be the same for Bernie Rose, 
Graeme Boot and me on any further trips with-
out Trev. He will certainly be missed but never 
forgotten. 
 
Your mate  
Ray Parmenter   
Christchurch    



on. 
 
   As the name suggest the 
railway runs alongside a 
river. It starts at Brayshaw 
Park (near the Omaka avia-
tion heritage centre) and 
runs for 5.5 km alongside 
the Taylor River to Beaver 
Station near the city centre. 
The trip starts at a replica 
Troup station building in the 
park and then it climbs up 
and over a stop bank to drop 
down to the park running 
along side the river which 
we follow into town. It is a 
delightful setting and the 

train trip was most enjoyable, I can definitely 
recommend a trip if you are in Blenheim on one 
of their operating days (see www.trainweb.org/
brrs for more details).  
 
   The track has been laid using ex NZR rail (I 
think they use 55lb) and they have also used ex 
NZR materials to construct their points at a 
gauge of two foot. The Riverside Railway has 
previously won a FRONZ (Federation of Rail 
Organisation of New Zealand) for their innova-
tive design for the concrete sleepers which they 
make themselves. 
 
   They have a Ruston Hornsby loco, an A & G 
Price loco (ex Ohai coal mines) and home built 
Toyota diesel powered double ended railcar, 

By Robert Graham 

  

   In the last school holidays the Graham clan 
was lucky enough to be able to travel to the 
South Island. We flew to Christchurch picked up 
a rental car and drove north to Blenheim for a 
visit mainly to be able to attend the Classic 
Fighters air show (see www.classicfighters.org.
nz) which was a brilliant event. 
 
   While in Blenheim I was able to make a visit 
to the Riverside Railway and have a trip on their 
train. The gauge of this train is wee bit larger 
than what we are used too, being two foot gauge 
and although larger than our garden railways I 
feel that the Riverside Railway would provide 
an interesting prototype to base a garden railway 
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Blenheim Riverside Railway 

 

Rail mounted lawn mower Ruston Hornsby loco in the shed 

Beaver Station on the banks of the Taylor River, complete with paddle boat 



FOR SALE 
 

Murray Bold has a large range of second hand items for sale in Palmerston North: 
 

http://www.sandman.org.nz/home/grailway/4Sale/GR4Sale.php 
 

His email is: engineer@inspire.net.nz 

several ex NZR motor trolleys (re-gauged to two 
foot) plus air braked bogie carriages.  
 
   David and I were lucky enough to be invited 
in to view their workshop and we were im-
pressed with its set up. The workshop has sev-
eral tracks for rolling stock, an inspection pit, 
space for parking a small excavator plus benches 
and work areas for construction and mainte-
nance work. 
 
    So if you are ever planning a trip to the Marl-
borough area make sure you plan a visit to the 
Blenheim Riverside Railway. 
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Raynor’s Cartoon 

By Raynor Johnston, Hamilton 

NZR jigger converted to 2 foot gauge 

Thanks to Murray Bold, back issues of 
Garden Whistle are now available on  
his website: 
 
http://www.sandman.org.nz/GardenWhistle 

NZ GARDEN RAILWAY  

CONVENTION 

 

20-21 March 2010 
 

Fernridge School Hall,  
Upper Plain Road, Masterton 

 
Contact Ian C Galbraith  

Ph 06 377 3603 or  
gardenrailconvention@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

 

http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/
wairarapa2010.htm 
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Club Events and Contacts 
Auckland: 
 

Next date not set at time of printing. Contact Michael Hilliar. 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 
 

Waikato: 
 

Sat,Sun 13&14th June: Grant & Donna Alexander, 1863 Hamilton Road, Cambridge. 
Saturday 4th July: Raynor Johnston, 147 Osborne Road, Horsham Downs, Hamilton. 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 
 

Wairarapa: 
 

No outdoor meetings during winter. See Wellington meeting dates for June & July. 
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 12th June: from 1:30pm at Wayne Haste’s indoor railway, Tawa. 
Sunday 14th July: from 1:30pm. Hall meeting, Baptist Church, Tawa. 
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 for more details. 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 
 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 28th June: Miniature Railway, Steam Scene, Mc Leans Island.  
Sat,Sun 11&12th July: Timaru Model Railway Exhibition. 
19th July: offers??    
Sunday 16th August: Burwood School Show. 10am - 4pm. Setup previous day. 
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 
Chairperson: Michelle Leigh.  Email: kevinandmichelle.leigh@paradise.net.nz 

The Garden Whistle is pub-
lished monthly by the Christ-
church Garden Railway Soci-
ety and features  news  from 
various G scale clubs in New 
Zealand. 
Each club is a separate identity 
and the contact details can be 
found above.  
Contributions of articles and/or 
photos are always welcome. 
Photos should be sent as sepa-
rate  jpg attachments. 
 
Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Co-
lombo Street, Christchurch 
8022. 
glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Squirrel Valley 

Mid Winter Steam Up 
 

Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th June 
 

45mm gauge loco's 
and 7¼" gauge live steamers. 

 

gscale@clear.net.nz or call us at 07 8230059 to let us  
know if you plan on popping in.  

 
Donna & Grant Alexander 
Squirrel Valley Railway 

PO Box 1172 
Cambridge,  

New Zealand. 


