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On the new Somerset & Willard Railway, an express is seen rounding a curve on the high line, while 
away in the distance below an NZR train climbs towards the tunnel.                   Photo: Glen Anthony 



   There were twenty present including John 
Robinson and Gavin Sowry, with his grandson, 
from Wellington, Chris and Pam Rogers, 
Murray Bold and Cynthia Watson from Palm-
erston North. 
 

   The layout consists of the 
original loop in front of the 
deck with a river and pond 
and the larger more recent 
extension that has curves that 
are more generous.  This lat-
ter part has a nice signal box 
and station, based on Burkes 
on the Dunedin – Port 
Chalmers line.  The area 
around the signal box can be 
separately controlled to allow 
shunting etc. The layout has 
many nice buildings and on 
running day, Gavin Sowry 
brought along his Four 
Square shop.  The control of 
turnouts is via E-ZAir air op-
erated switches and power 
switching from two boxes 
mounted beside the track. 
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Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 

By Lloyd Dickens 

 

   The Wairarapa Garden Railway group visited 
Ian Galbraith’s “Culcreuch Fold Garden Rail-
way” on the last Sunday in March.  
 

 

Gavin Sowry’s scratch built 4 Square Store 

The Burkes Station complex 
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   Chris Rogers, Murray Bold and Lloyd 
Dickens brought along live steamers. 
Murray and Chris have recently each com-
pleted assembly of a Roundhouse “Lady 
Anne”. They have both made a very nice 
job too.  Murray ran his along with Lloyd 
Dickens who brought his along also.  
Lloyd’s is controlled by a 2.4G set which 
over comes any rusty bolt effect which 
can make Radio Control of brass models 
difficult.  Murray through has a more con-
ventional radio and has no problems, 
maybe he built his model better than 
Roundhouse did Lloyd’s model.  
 
   Chris could not get his Roundhouse lo-
comotive to go but he had a very interest-
ing Regner “Vincent” locomotive.  This 
locomotive is chain and gear driven and 
looks great in action.  Chris usually 
build’s his Live Steam Locomotives from 
scratch, but in this case it came fully built.  
 
   The weather was kind and Ann put on a 
great afternoon tea including scones with 
cream and jam. Thanks Ann and Ian for a 
great afternoon. 

Chris steaming up the Vincent  

A close up showing the drive arrangement on the live steam Vincent 

WANTED TO BUY:  LGB Rigi Duo Cableway set. 
Either Battery No. 89390 or Electric No. 89590. 
Contact Lee & Christine Collett 
Email:     lee-christinecollett@xtra.co.nz 
Phone:      (06) 379 7231 (after 6.30pm) 
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Boulder station with trains waiting for their turn on the line. 

More photos from the Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 

Photos by Ian Galbraith 

John Robinson’s Dub’s A. Ian Galbraith’s scratchbuilt Mack shunter. 

Murray Bold’s live steam Lady Anne. Gavin Sowry’s 5 year old grandson at the controls. 



each about 3/8” out from its original location 
meant when I reassembled the decks to the 
frames the flat cars came out ¾” wider and a 
great match for the 1:20.3 stuff.  
 
   Now I was left with flat cars with a great slot 
down the middle, but a quick visit to our local 
“Spotlight” store (craft supplies) saw me with 
enough decking timber (ice block sticks) to re-
deck the three cars, and all for about $4!! I fabri-
cated and fitted new end beams from some thin 
scrap timber and fitted some Ozark Miniatures 
“nut/bolt/washer” castings to these new end 
beams, reassembled the remaining parts and 
now I have three quite acceptable and certainly 

compatible 1:20.3 flat cars that 
make my little train into more of 
just that, a train.  
 
   I ran this completed train at 
the recent G Scale Convention 
in Auckland (see the photo on 
page 5 in the last Garden Whis-
tle - ed), and boy did it look big 
on the club’s display layout. I 
am currently cutting and stretch-
ing another flat car, this time a 
USA Trains one and intend this 
to finish up as a gondola for the 
train, but more of that another 
time.  

By Grant Alexander 

 
   A little while back I was 
offered the chance to buy a 
second hand 1:20.3 Bach-
man Consolidation for a 
very good price. I had 
owned one of these previ-
ously but had sold it as there 
was no real affordable sup-
port in the hobby for it in 
the way of carriages etc. 
This time however I was 
aware that there were a cou-
ple of Accucraft items of 
rolling stock in 1:20.3 for 
sale locally so I went ahead 
and bought the loco and 
traded some other rolling 
stock for these two Accucraft items. One an 8 
wheel caboose and the other a tank car. 
 
   Now these made a handsome little train, suit-
ing each other tremendously, but one tank car 
and a caboose does not a train make, so here I 
was looking for more 1:20.3 equipment.  
 
   Looking through my motley collection I spied 
a nice rake of 5 Bachman flat cars, nice side de-
tail but oh just so narrow compared to the Ac-
cucraft stock. I proceeded to disassemble three 
of these cars then took my panel saw to the 
decks and sliced them lengthwise down the mid-
dle. Re-drilling the mounting holes in the frames 

 

The Garden Whistle - May 2009 

Page 5 

Cheap 1:20.3 Flat Cars 

Grants conversion (front) with an original Bachmann car at rear.  

 

End view showing the wider 1:20.3 car at right   



   Unlike most new railways, which start as a 
plan designed to fit on a blank canvas (where 
tracks and plants can be placed anywhere), this 
railway had to mould into an existing courtyard 
garden with established plants. The result is a 
very cleaver design which features two railways, 
a small elevated mountain line, and a longer 
ground level line. 
 
   The ground level line features a tunnel, a spiral 
and six scratch built bridges of differing designs. 

The track laid so far is only part of 
the total plan. Allowance has been 
made for another circumnavigation 
of the backyard, which will be 
blended into the existing track plan 
to form a large folded figure 8.  The 
track bed and a tunnel for the exten-
sion have already been created, and 
the only thing needed now is the 
track (and the money). 
 
   The spiral is made from a circle of 
8ft diameter curves, giving a steep 
grade of over 4%. The combination 
of steep grade and tight curve create 
quite some resistance, even with 
track placed on super elevation, so 
the normal direction of train running 
is to go down the spiral.  But curi-

By Glen Anthony 

 
   In what could only be described as a stunning 
autumn day, we visited the equally stunning new 
railway of Kevin & Michelle Leigh.  After a 
week of low temperatures, and on a day where 
most of the country was suffering bad weather, 
Christchurch really hit the jackpot with a balmy 
26 deg day delivered for us to enjoy a BBQ 
lunch and a pleasant afternoon running on the 
Somerset & Willard Railway. 
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The Somerset & Willard Railway 

 

Neil Wiggins’ Heisler with a load climbing the spiral  

                          John Lammiman’s Dash 9 drifting down between the two bridges.             This photo by John Lammiman  
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ously most people pre-
ferred to take the challenge 
of running the ‘wrong’ 
way, to see how much 
their train could pull up the 
spiral.  Neil Wiggins’ 
B a c hm a n n  H e i s l e r 
(converted to battery 
power) managed to tow a 
train of 12 carriages/bogie 
wagons up it.  By compari-
son an LGB Uintah mallet 
only made it with half that 
load. 
 
   Dean Farrow bought 
along his partly finished 
twin set railcar, which has 
now been converted to bat-
tery power using an RCS 
controller, after seeing Neil’s Heisler conversion 
last month.  New member Kabita Whale brought 
a train to run. But on sadder news we remem-
bered Trevor Stewart who had passed away the 
previous weekend.  There was a large turnout 
for his funeral during the week, with some even 
having to stand at the back. Ray is writing a trib-
ute for next month. 

 

   On other club matters; the organizers of the 
Timaru Model Railway Exhibition (11 & 12 
July) would like to know numbers for the Satur-
day evening dinner. Cost is $20, so if you are 
planning to go please let Don or Phillip know 
asap.  And if you are one of the few with subs 
still outstanding, please arrange payment with 
Phillip Cooke. 

Chris Greer’s Uintah mallet snakes up the valley across Kevin’s bridges.   The high level mountain line is at left. 

An overview of the railway, spiral at left, and the high line in the distance at right. 



middle of Easter.  Appropriately for Easter Sun-
day we were blessed with an absolutely glori-
ously calm, warm, sunny day.  Hard to believe it 
was Autumn.  Since the afternoon was being 
hosted at my own families H&M Garden Rail-
way I had worried a bit how the railway would 
look, as the trees over our railway were in full, 

ah shall we say, Fall.  However I’ll ad-
mit I was rather chuffed how, well to 
my eyes anyway, the railway looked on 
the day.  Not that there aren’t heaps of 
things that need improving and so much 
more detail to be added. 
 
   But a running day is not just about the 
host railway, it’s about the mates and 
guests that come and make it a fun af-
ternoon.  We had about the usual num-
bers turn up, which for the midst of a 
holiday weekend is pretty good really.  
Lots of guest equipment came to test 
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The H & M Garden Railway  

By John Robinson 

 
   As the Wellington Garden Railway Group 
tries to settle into it’s slightly revised pattern of 
running afternoons on the second Sunday of the 
month (mark those 2nd Sunday’s down fellow 
Groupies) April’s date plonked us right in the 

 

 

Murray Bold's DR Railbus about to cross the Nina’s Trestle while Ian’ Galbraith’s work train waits in the siding 

Running continued into the night. Rail truck at Kakariki station 
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the railway, one of the high-
lights being Murray Bold’s 
Lady Ann live steamer, the 
first steamie to run on the 
H&MGR. It’s under radio 
control which for a steamie is 
probably a necessity to handle 
our long grades.  It hauled 
well handling, with just a hint 
of wheel slip, 6 bogie 
coaches. 
 
   At the other end of the scale 
was a Gandy Dancer 
(Murray’s too I think?) and 
the humour of the day was the 
Mars Flyer Ian Galbraith won 
at the Convention.  Regard-
less of your feelings on the 
Mars Flyer, it does show just 
how free running something 
with wheels running in ball 
races is, and how easily al-
most grown men can be 
amused.  I refuse to grow up 
completely. 
 
   The main viewing area for 
our railway is from a patio, 
the railway being atop a re-
taining wall above the patio 
level.  While there is an ac-
ceptable view from the patio 
the wall is just a tad high.  
I’ve now  put a small raised 
bench at the base of the wall 
to stand on and what a differ-
ence.  As one of our Groupies 
remarked, “the railway is now 
at a comfortable bar height”, 
and the view is much im-
proved too.  Funny how small 
things like this can greatly en-
hance a railway, nothing has 
changed on the railway, just 
the viewing angle is better. 
 
   So thanks to all who came, 
you made our day. You’ll fine 
more pictures on G Scale 
Mad at  http://www.
gscalemad.co.uk/forum/index.
php?showtopic=4325&hl 

Gavin Sowry’s train departing Punga Cliffs Station 

The falling golden leaves signal that Autumn has arrived 

Murray Bold’s Lady Anne steaming down grade to the bridge 
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Wayne’s Wagons 

Left:  # 99-72-01 built 1898 for 
the GHE was a long wagon at 
8.450m and wheel base of 
4.000m. 99-72-01 written off 
1967 
. 

Above and Right: Gepack-
wagon (Guards Van) I have 
built this on a LGB # 30200 
coach chassis.  Its wheel base is 
not quite right but to me it was 
not far out to warrant changing. 
The prototype was built in 1897 
and is  now on the Harz rail-
way . 

Right:  This is a interesting 
wagon in that it was built as a 
flat wagon SSm and had a  5 
plank body fitted about 1958 
and reclassified SSkm. 
Scratch built body and under 
frame. 

A selection of wagons 

built by Wayne Haste 

in Wellington 



year are not to be missed, and even if the rain 
doesn't hold off, that simply makes for more 
steam!! So, plan to pop in for an hour, a day, or 
the entire weekend, and boil as much water as 
you can.  
 
   We'll have distilled water and steam oil avail-
able, but please bring your own personal prefer-
ence in fuel, oh, and a bottle of wine if you plan 
to stay for the Saturday night dinner. Also, 
please contact us at gscale@clear.net.nz or call 
us at 07 8230059 to let us know if you plan on 
popping in.  
 
Donna & Grant Alexander 
Squirrel Valley Railway 
PO Box 1172 
Cambridge,  
New Zealand. 

   The Annual Mid-Winter Steam-up at Squirrel 
Valley Railway is on again for 2009. This year 
the dates are the 13th and 14th of June, with 
early arrivals more than welcome on Friday the 
12th. For the ladies there is an excellent Market 
on at Cambridge on Sunday morning, it's their 
monthly Trash and Treasure event, very much 
worth a visit, and of course there are bound to be 
those keen to travel the short 20km in to New 
Zealands 4th biggest city, Hamilton.  
 
   The usual Pizza and Wine dinner will be on 
for Saturday night around our log-burner, and 
other meals are pretty much "pot-luck" with all 
contributions gratefully received.  
 
   This is an event not to be missed as each year 
it has grown not only in numbers but also in 
scale with three 7¼" gauge live steamers run-
ning last year as well as a great assortment of 
45mm loco's!! The steam plumes at this time of 
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Mid Winter Steam Up 
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The 3rd New Zealand Garden Railway Convention  

Winners of the gravity  powered wagon competition: 
David Graham, Neil Collis, Grant Alexander, Ian 

Galbraith  

David Graham has provided these additional photos taken at the NZ Garden Railway Convention in 
Auckland in March.  Full details of the event were printed in last month’s issue.    

Everyone’s dreaded job; the pack up at the end.  
What takes hours to set up, always seems to come  

apart in minutes. 

Robert Langholm’s demonstration The Auckland group portable layout 

Brains being strained during the quiz Michael Hilliar’s talk on scratch building 



presently in Tacoma Washington for refitting. 
They will be outfitted with a larger diesel and 
have 1,500 hp when they return to duty in Skag-
way in May.  
 
   I am now at about 200 hours at the bench on 
this project. Last photo printed above. 

By Werner Grundmann, (Canada)  

 

   Unfortunately there was an error last month. 
An extra "0" slipped in. The Alco locos do not 
have 12,000 hp but only 1,200 hp. 
 
   There is one bit of news to be added to the 
WP&YR GE (shovelnoses). Two of them are 
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White Pass Shovel-noses 
 

A follow up to the article printed last month 

New Windmill on Lee & Christine Collett’s “Tram Line” in Carterton 
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Club Events and Contacts 
Auckland: 
 

Sat,Sun,Mon 30th, 31st May & 1st June: [Queens Birthday]  MODEL X  Henderson. 9am - 5pm. 
Help is needed in setting up and closing down and operating the layout over Queens Birthday week-
end. Please contact Michael (09) 266-4745. 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 
 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 2nd May: John Mayne, 16 Kitchener St, Hamilton 
Sat,Sun 13&14th June: Grant & Donna Alexander, 1863 Hamilton Road, Cambridge. 
Saturday 4th July: Raynor Johnston, 147 Osborne Road, Horsham Downs, Hamilton. 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 
 

Wairarapa: 
 

Sunday 24th May: Lee & Christine Collett, 24 Rhodes street, Carterton 
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 10th May: from 1:30pm at Murray Bold, Palmerston North. 
 

Please phone John on 0274 427 160 for more details. 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 
 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 24th May: Dean & Lois Farrow. 39a Middleton Rd.  From 1pm.  Short AGM starts 2pm. 
Sunday 28th June: Miniature Railway, Steam Scene, Mc Leans Island.  
Sat,Sun 11&12th July: Timaru Model Railway Exhibition.    
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 
Chairman: Don Ellis ph/fax 03 365-2267 wk.  Email: don@computercables.co.nz  

The Garden Whistle is pub-
lished monthly by the Christ-
church Garden Railway Soci-
ety and features  news  from 
various G scale clubs in New 
Zealand. 
Each club is a separate identity 
and the contact details can be 
found above.  
Contributions of articles and/or 
photos are always welcome. 
Photos should be sent as sepa-
rate  jpg attachments. 
 
Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Co-
lombo Street, Christchurch 
8022. 
glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Raynor’s View 

By Raynor Johnston 


