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Hugh Keal’s Little Woodside Railway in Auckland.                  Photo: Michael Hilliar 
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Text by Hugh Keal 

Photos by Michael Hilliar. 

 
   The weather turned out to be on our side for 
the visit. After the showers on Saturday morning 
it took a while to get the track up to running or-
der. The garden also had a smattering of spring 
bulbs flowering. Our garden continues to spread, 
vegetation wise that is, and quite a bit of trim-

ming was re-
quired to make 
sure there were 
no overhanging 
plants to get un-
der the wheels or 
grab the trains as 
they passed. We 
had just over 20 
people attend the 
open day, and 
they all seemed 
pleased with 
what they saw. 
 
   As the railway 
is narrow gauge 
with R1 points 
and curves, and 
being digitally 
controlled, the 
scope for visiting 
stock is limited to 
small engines and 

short trains, so most of the running was with my 
stock. With the Lenz digital system being able to 
run one analogue loco Robert Graham brought 
along his little Orenstein & Koppel and some 
stock to run. It looked great trundling through 
the plants in the garden. Some other members 
brought along some of their battery powered 
stock to run as well, but unfortunately they 

weren’t able to 
cope with the 
tight curves. 
 
   While I was 
running, or super-
vising the opera-
tions, the visitors 
congregated in 
various groups 
each discussing 
different aspects 
of our hobby. 
Each one at some 
stage joined the 
group near the 
controller. The 
d i s c u s s i o n s 

 

 

Robert Graham’s LGB “Orenstein & Koppel” field loco and train 

LGB Caledonian crossing a leafy gully 

The Little Woodside Railway 
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ranged from opera-
tions to possible ex-
tensions and my 
method of construc-
tion. Visitors are in-
trigued by my track 
arrangement and like 
the way the train 
wanders off one way 
and then comes back 
and wanders off in 
the other direction, 
and in the middle dis-
appears behind the 
shrubbery. 
 
   The afternoon was 
finished off with a 
lovely assortment of 
goodies prepared by 
our wives, and cups 
of tea or coffee. All 
in all it was a very pleasant afternoon of running 
trains and socializing, and I hope everyone else 

enjoyed it as much as I did hosting it. 

Hugh Keal at the controls. 

 

LGB Stainz rounding the big tree at the end of the line 
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In the Workshop 

   Just a few photos of my attempt at "G" scale. 
Each model is made up from a couple of pieces 
of copper pipe for the boilers, and other various 
bits from the spares store (aka as scrap bin).  
Both run 45mm and are 12 volt 2 rail pick-up.  
Gearing, motors and shafts all come from dis-
mantled video machines. 
   
   Many hours of enjoyment over the winter. My 
wife and I enjoy doing a festive light display 
each year and set out approx 42 thousand lights.     
    
   The feature points of the display  are model 
train set ups. One is an "N' scale depicting a very 
loose model of our coal mining town. The G 
scale is in conjunction with a scale model saw-
mill and is lit and is operating saws etc. I will 
send Photos and description when all set up this 
year, approx November. 
 
   Just a side note. If you hear of anyone with a 
live steam model in 45mm Gauge for sale, 
would you please be kind enough to let me 
know, as I feel live steam would really make the 
set up complete 
 
 
Cheers, Warren & Raelene Buchanan 
Runanga  (West Coast). 

WANTED TO BUY: 

I am looking for g scale passenger carriage Bach-
mann for displaying my figures in.  
Any condition considered. 
contact Dennis Handley (Christchurch)  
dennis.handley@xtra.co.nz  



The Garden Whistle - November 2009 

Page 5 

I have just finished this lumber 
mill, using mahogany from Paul 
Woods of Woodsworks.  
He is in Whangarei.  
Ema i l  add r e s s  i s  p au l -
woods@marinedesign.co.nz. 
 

He cuts timber to any size for 
modellers, is very prompt and ac-
curate. He also offers yellow ce-
dar which I have found to be ex-
cellent outside, even untreated. 
 

The best thing of all he is very 
reasonable. This whole lumber 
mill cost me $105 and a few 
hours!! 

Chris Rogers (Palmerston North) 

writes: 

In the Workshop (continued) 

If you are in the Christchurch group and 
didn’t receive your copy of the October 
issue in the post, please contact the edi-
tor. 
 
One envelope was returned because the 
address sticker had come off, but I don’t 
know who’s it was.  
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   To fill up this 
page, here are a 
couple of photos 
of recent additions 
to the editor’s 1:24 
scale “Stamping 
Ground” Gn15 
gold mine layout. 
   The layout was 
displayed at the 
recent Christ-
church Big Model 
Train show, and 
was voted the 
most popular lay-
out in show. A 3 minute video of the animations is at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3aOci_enBg 

In the Workshop (continued) 

Dennis Lindsay (Auckland) has made more progress on his 40ft D&RGW Kitset reefer. See September for other photos. 

The Stamping Ground 



The Garden Whistle - November 2009 

Page 7 

By Raynor Johnston (Hamilton) 

 

   I seem to need a lot of bridges from those that 
have to jump gaps because of the nature of my 
raised layout to those that I want as part of the 
scenery. Sometimes my dreams do not translate 
into acceptable items and I have tossed quite a 
few out  for that reason, but also because a cou-
ple of years of outside and weather has made 
them begin to fall apart. Something to be said 
for the “all concrete” jobs. 
 
  However my old friend Tom Pearce made a 
couple of nice ones that I inherited and I have 
identified positions on the Ben Rachel railway 
for them.  
 
  They are photographed and maybe a few notes 
might be of interest. 

 

The truss is primarily wood 15x15, 10x10 and 
10x3 with main cross baulks 20x12x285 at 
125mm centres. The twin vertical stays are in 

fact brass tapped each end with nuts and a cover 
plate overall length/height about 145mm. There 
are aluminium side beams 15x1mm running the 
full length (820mm) four in total. Rivet detail is 
pressed in from behind and separate doubler 
plates are used either side of the centre posts. In-
side width is 150mm. All the bracing is 
6.5x2.5mm strip bent to suit and nailed/screwed. 
The whole lot has been painted with a weak sil-
ver paint mix. 

 

The plate girder one is 600mm long with sides 
from 72x10 folded aluminium channel 0.9mm 
thick. Vertical reinforcing angles are at ~ 75mm 
centres from 9x9mm angle with rivets pressed in 
from behind. A couple of diagonal braces under-
neath from 6.5x0.9x145mm aluminium are 
screwed into the webs. Overall width is to suit G 
track sleepers. Other than that a couple of wood 
supports at the ends are 35x20 and across each 
end are aluminium plates 75x100x2mm. Painted 
with flat red oxide. 
Both handy looking units complying with NZR 

practices. 
 

A Bridge or Two 
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Text by Don Ellis 

Photos by Kevin Leigh 

 
   I think the Christchurch Big Model Train 
Show is one of the best Shows out there. Both 
Traders and Public seem to know this also, mak-

ing an extra effort to make it to the show. Of the 
many people I spoke to, most of whom I see 
only once a year at the show, and others of the 
public who said it was either their first time or 
they hadn’t been for 2 or 3 years, I found this 
surprising and a few didn’t even know it was on, 

other than my emails to every-
one, these do annoy some who 
are not interested.  
 
   For the Christchurch Garden 
Railway Group display, thanks 
must go out to those who took 
time off work on the Friday to 
help set up. Some prep work by 
Glenn Watson on the east yard 
track made the set up time shorter 
than usual. Others who helped 
Karl Arnesen first, then carried 
on regardless laying 2 main lines 
around Karl’s layout also made 
things smooth. We ended up with 
2 long mainlines approx 45-50 

The Christchurch Big Model Train Show 

 

The East & West yards which attracted a good crowd, especially for kids who could sit on the floor and watch 

Glenn Watson’s yellow hopper train departing 



The Garden Whistle - November 2009 

Page 9 

metres each. Track on loan from 
many members allowed for over 
150m of track on site available 
for use. Glenn made up the east 
yard with 5 yard tracks & I ended 
up with 6 tracks on the west yard. 
The turnouts were electrified 
with LGB, EPL Motor drives and 
the east main line automatically 
routed the power to each track. 
The west yard I set up using Aris-
tocraft remote #5475 turnout con-
trol. This uses the A-E buttons on 
the train engineer remotes, allow 
switching of 5 turnouts, saving 
the older members having to 
bend down to the floor.  And as 
99% of us are older this was very 
welcomed. Michelle Leigh, our director of per-
sonnel, had everything and everyone well under 
control to make it a good easy set-up with most 
of it done by about 5pm. This was assisted by 
her go-for, secretary, fetcher & be’atch. 
 
  The last 4 or 5 years at the show had us using 
our tabletop portable layout. This year we were 
back on the floor, not since 2004 I think. Other 
than a few bad backs & sore knees, most of us 
made it back early Saturday to start running 
trains. Set up on the rails were 9 different trains 
including logging, European, passenger, freight. 
Andrew Hamers bought along a great sounding 
USA Trains J1e Hudson which was followed by 
a 6 car set of Aristo heavy weight coaches. An-
drew has converted these to Kadee G scale cou-
plings, giving a close & tight prototypical feel. 
Other Special outings where a 
Climax, Heisler and a 3 truck 
Shay by the Bachmann Bros from 
North of the Waimak. (Neil Wig-
gins & Jonathan Grueber). An-
other track held Glenn Watson’s 
big yellow hopper train led by 
LGB Southern Pacific  F7A & B 
with its excellent sound system. 
Dean Farrow’s new NZR Fiat 
Railcar was controlled from an 
old Radio Control unit used pre-
viously with his boats. A visiting 
G Scaler from the North Island 
was Ian Galbraith with his Aris-
tocraft 2.4GHz Revolution Radio 
Control unit with batteries in-

stalled into a 2-4-0 LGB Steam Loco that hap-
pily pulled about 6 Freight Cars for 2-3 hours. 
 
 I also caught up with Martin Peterson, one of 
our members from Invercargill, who has some 
great plans a foot for his RHB railway. In the 
middle of our floor display was Karl Arnesen’s 
portable Jessie Falls G scale railway which was 
operated with assistance from Ross Fraser. Brian 
Alison and Phil Pohio were scaled down to N. 
Rob Wilson and Tony Cairns kept themselves 
(size wise) to the correct scale of 1:18th. Kevin 
Leigh & Brenda Anthony helped Glen Anthony 
with The Stamping Ground. Bernie Rose, Phillip 
Cooke, Ray Parmenter & Jonathan Grueber kept 
trains on the move. Our Saturday Night Outing 
to Tuskers was enjoyable as was the whole 
weekend. 

 

 

Dean Farrow’s new railcar, still under construction 

Andrew Hamer’s USA Trains Hudson 



would have it, it was actually sunny, though 
rather windy on the scheduled day at David Al-
len's Browns Bay Railway.  So windy in fact 
that David confessed to having a caboose being 
blown off a bridge into the pond when he did 
run a train that day! 
 
   So not wishing to postpone it further we pro-
ceeded with the second date and ran trains re-
gardless of the passing showers until sanity and 
muffins prevailed.  It probably was more sensi-
ble and almost as much fun drinking coffee and 
watching garden railway DVD's inside.  It was a 
shame as David has been hard at work on altera-
tions and extensions to the railway.  Further re-
finements were discussed on the day, including 
some sensible ones to the approval of the do-
mestic authorities, and some, well you can 
guess. 
 
   The extension has involved some terracing of 
the adjacent sloping lawn for a new reverse 
loop.  The retaining walls and ground work is 
now mostly done, a new tunnel installed, and if 
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Soggy Spring in Wellington 

Text and photos by John Robinson 

 
   October has not been the month of pleasant 
spring weather that we'd been hoping for in the 
Capital.  The scheduled second Sunday of the 
month running afternoon for the Wellington 
Garden Railway Group was postponed a week 
after a poor long range forecast, only to end up 
with an even worst weekend.  As Murphy's Law 

David hiding from the rain 

The area for the extension 
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the weather would break some track laying 
could get underway.  More options to the two 
existing loops will then be available.  The 
Browns Bay Railway is an operators dream, all 
turnouts electrically switched, 3 channels of 
Train Engineers control, block switches, relays 
and enough wire to need a signals engineer on 
staff.  The level of block control and switching 
is more to the level one would expect on a tradi-
tional HO layout, just goes to show it can be 
successfully be done outside too. 
 
 
   That's pretty much Wellington for October. 
There can't be much more rain left to fall out of 
the sky, so summer must be going to be a good 
one.  Thanks to David and Wendy for hosting 
the day, we look forward to returning to view 
the progress. 

By Raynor Johnston, Hamilton 

GWR or Pullman coach brown Rover russet 
brown 
GWR coach cream Rover Primula yellow 
SR dark olive green Land Rover Coniston green 
LNWR/LYR coach plum lower panels Daewoo 
dark red 
LNWR coach bluey-white upper panels Daewoo 
Casablanca white 
CR steam loco Peugeot royal blue 
SDJR blue Rover midnight blue 
CR dark blue Rover midnight blue 
Stroudley LBSCR ochre BMC tan 
LBSCR umber Vauxhall Brazil brown 
N.Staffs maroon Vauxhall Gambia red 
NER coach red Vauxhall Gambia red 
LYR coach upper panels Plastikote nut brown 

From Simon Sharp (Auckland)  
 
Aerosol Colour Touch up Paints  Note Vauxhall 
is part of GM (Holden)    
 
Any roof grey Halford's plastic bumper 
MR/LMS/BR red Rover damask red 
GWR/BR loco green Rover Brooklands green 
GWR/BR loco green Ford laurel green 
BR diesel light green band Ford highland green 
BR coach carmine Ford rosso red 
BR coach cream Vauxhall gazelle beige 
BR coach cream (well worn) Peugeot antelope 
beige 
BR diesel blue VW Pargas blue 
BR steam loco blue Peugeot royal blue 
BR loco yellow warning panel Vauxhall mustard 
yellow 
LNER garter blue/BR diesel blue, but slightly 
more blue Ford fjord blue, less green 
LNER garter blue VW Pargas blue 
LMS Coronation Blue Rover Pageant mid-blue 
Stanier Coronation blue Peugeot royal blue 

Paint Colours 
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By Lloyd Dickens 

 
   If you operate live steam or brass locomotives 
via radio control you may have run into this 
problem. Metal surfaces rubbing together cause 
radio waves to re-radiate intermittently causing 
servos to jitter or speed controllers which make 
the locomotive move in a jerky manner. So 
what’s this to do with rusty bolt? When I was a 
radio tech in Civil Aviation we had the problem 
with long range communications being inter-
rupted by metal to metal contact causing all 
sorts of interference. The problem worsened 
when the metals corroded causing non linear 
rectification and re-radiation on different fre-
quencies. 
 
   We do not, strictly speaking, have a rust bolt 
effect but the problem is there all the same. The 
simple solution of electrically bonding the metal 
surfaces together is not the solution we want ei-
ther. 

 

My Solution 

   I had the problem with my Live Steam Round-
house Lady Anne locomotive I was radio con-
trolling using a 40MHz radio. I installed a so 
called Servo slow which I built from a small mi-
croprocessor. This device filters out the pulses 
which do not meet the input criteria and then 
smoothes out the rest of the pulses. This smooth-
ing action slows down the response of the servo 
to the control input and hence the term servo 
slow. 
 
   I later purchased a 2.4G radio for models aero-
planes and I am presently using this to control 
Lady Anne. No servo slow required because 
2.4G is above the interference caused by man 
made problems. 
 
   Chris Drowley asked me to make him a servo 
slow for his Live Steam loco and I have since 
supplied a couple of others to fellow Garden 
Railway enthusiasts. My units are either a fixed 
delay or variable delay. Chris has found that 2 
second delay is a suitable comprise between 
control of the loco and interference. My variable 
unit works on a delay from zero  to 6 seconds.    

The Rusty Bolt Problem 

I can program the fixed delay to your require-
ments. The forward/reverse servo can have a 
much longer delay (like 4 to 6 seconds)  and 
hence better filtering. 
 
   The fixed delay unit is 16 x 24 x 10mm with 
plug leads out each end. The variable delay is 40 
x 18 10mm plus leads out the end.  
 

Other uses for these units. 
   Chris has since purchased a 2.4G radio (see 
below) and uses the servo slow to provide iner-
tia.  I can also program the variable unit to do 
other tasks like servo end adjust where you se-
lect the maximum servo movement at each end 
round centre. There are probably other uses as 
well. 

 

Cheap 2.4G radios 

   I have found a source of $US29.00 2.4G ra-
dios, 4 channel, simple with just servo reversing 
and they operate on one channel only. Ideal for 
ground based models. 

Fly Sky 4 channel Transmitter $US29 
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   If you are interested look up HobbyKing.com 
and then HK-T4A. They also have a similar 6 
channel set for not much more. They are in 
Hong Kong so postage is cheaper than USA. I 
have purchased a couple of these radios and 
have had no problem with them so far. 
 

Do you want one? 

   If you have a radio and just want a servo slow 
I can provide them for $25.00 for the variable 
delay unit and $20.00 for the fixed delay unit 
with either Futaba or other plugs on the end. 
Postage extra. I can lend you a variable unit to 
try if you wish, postage on you.  
 
   Note I am not in business this is at near cost 
and is just a fellow member club service. 

By Raynor Johnston, Hamilton 

Raynor’s Cartoon 

Lloyd’s ServoSlow Unit with an NZ 50 cent piece 

Contact Lloyd Dickens, 06 370 3790 lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
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Club Events and Contacts 

Auckland: 
 

Sunday 8th November: Neil and Rachel Collis, 32b Hayr Road Three Kings.  
                                      2 – 4pm fine. if wet please phone first (09) 625-9232 

Sunday 6th December: Alf and Rosie Williams, Karaka. 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 
 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 7th November: John Mayne, 16 Kitchener St, Hamilton. 

Saturday 5th December: Clyde Lipsey, 6 Ashbury Ave Hillcrest Hamilton. 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 
 

Wairarapa: 
 

Sunday 29th November:  Jim McIntyre, 10 Rhodes St. Carterton. (06) 379 9141. 
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sat 31 Oct & Sun 1st Nov: RailEx at the Lower Hutt Town Hall (& Horticultural Hall).  
Tuesday 3rd Nov from 7:30pm, the annual twilight running of Gavin Sowry's Taita Gorge Railway.  
(The normal November Sunday afternoon running is replaced with Tuesday evening above).  

Sunday 13th December: our annual Christmas run to some of the Wairarapa railways. 
 

Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  

 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 
 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 22nd November: Neil & Denise Wiggins. 
Sunday 20th December: Kevin & Michelle Leigh. Xmas BBQ. 
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 
Chairperson: Michelle Leigh.  Email: kevinandmichelle.leigh@paradise.net.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published 
monthly by the Christchurch Gar-
den Railway Society and features  
news  from various G scale clubs 
in New Zealand. 
Each club is a separate identity and 
the contact details can be found 
above.  
Contributions of articles and/or 
photos are always welcome. Pho-
tos should be sent as separate  jpg 
attachments. 
 
Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Co-
lombo Street, Christchurch 8022. 
glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

NZ GARDEN RAILWAY CONVENTION 
 

20-21 March 2010 
 

Fernridge School Hall,  Upper Plain Road,  
Masterton 

 
Contact Ian C Galbraith.   Ph 06 377 3603  

or gardenrailconvention@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wairarapa2010.htm 


