
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

April 2010 

Christine and Lee Collett’s “Tram Line” was one of the many great railways viewed on tours at the 

recent NZ National Garden Railway Convention, held in the Wairarapa.      Photo: John Robinson 



Text & Photos Grant Alexander (Waikato) 

 

   Another fantastic day at Squirrel Valley Rail-

way. 

  

   Yes, another day for the books, perfect 

weather, trains galore, a full turnout of members 

plus a good number of invited guests. In fact the 

first guests turned up at lunch time followed 

closely by almost everyone else. Lunch was 

stuffed down in double quick time and in no 

time at all there were trains running. In fact there 

had been trains running from about 10 as we had 

spent the morning setting out and making sure 

everything was up to scratch.  

  

   The usual LGB Moguls and their trains started 

the day off in fine style but were soon displaced 

with Christopher's Warehouse specials which I 

must say certainly surprised me as they ran 

faultlessly all day. He (his Dad) had bought two 

sets about 4 years ago and they were still going 

well. He enjoyed double heading them with all 

eight cars on the drawbar, and it worked a treat. 

Christopher's Dad tells me that Chris was up all 

hours the night before detailing one of these 

loco's to give it a more NZR appearance. Great 

to see the youth enjoying our hobby as much as 

us older kids. Yes Christopher is only seven, but 

his enthusiasm earned him a lot of track time 

here at Squirrel Valley Railway. 

  

   Live steam was next on the agenda with 
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Squirrel Valley Railway 

 

Christopher’s train 



hankering to see live steam at it's best, make 

plans to be at Cambridge in the middle of June.  

Geoff, David and Andy putting on an ex-

cellent show with four different loco's in-

cluding a couple of scratch built ones. 

Geoff continues to impress me with his 

amazing kit built carriages all to suit his 

great Prince of Wales loco. David's fantas-

tic scratch built 4 wheel passenger stock 

are a real credit and suit his steamer per-

fectly. Just a little slower over the LGB 

points David as the 4 wheelers are a bit 

light :-) 

  

   A good friend of ours also turned up with 

an really interesting concoction, Tony had 

previously seen the LGB Fortuna Flyer 

that I won at the last convention, and pro-

ceeded to build his own. Only Tony being 

Tony, he made a few changes. I believe it 

was powered with a 12 turn double wound 

R/C car motor and controller with onboard 

high performance batteries and of course 

R/C control. Well, this thing really flew, in 

all senses of the word!! Tony had basically 

built a rail mounted Rat Rod style hot rod 

but propeller powered, when he blipped 

the throttle the thing responded not only 

with a surge forward but with a distinct 

twist to the chassis in true V8 style. You 

guys have to see this, it'll blow your socks 

off. Yes literally!! 

  

   Thanks to all who supplied goodies for after-

noon tea, and as usual Donna got busy in 

the kitchen baking cakes and other good-

ies. These were all enjoyed over a bit of a 

meeting discussing the next convention, 

and on that subject, if we're successful in 

our presentation at this years convention 

then mark the 12th and 13th March 2011 

as red letter days to absolutely be in the 

Waikato.  

  

   Our last guests left about 6pm after help-

ing to pack up, and we both collapsed into 

our Lazy Boys agreeing that it was a day 

well done! 

  

   Please enjoy the attached pictures, and 

remember that if GROW gains the conven-

tion for 2011, you'll be visiting our track at 

some stage over the weekend. Also don't 

forget, Mid-Winter Steam-up is on again 

this year, June 19th-20th, so if you have a 
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Tony’s “Rat Rod” fan powered creation.  

Geoff’s “Price of Wales” and kit built carriages 

Preparing and lighting up the live steamers  



Right: Here's a pile of 

sleepers that we had 

“prepared earlier" 

 

Below: Here's the 

curved track-building 

jig.  Nearly all our 

curves are 8-foot 

radius.  We used the 

same jig to make the 

forms for the concrete 

track bed. 

Below: Here's a close-up of the track on the start 

of the raised section after the Grandé curve 

 

Below: Here's how the groovy track connects to 

the brass track 
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Text & Photos by David Bousfield (Auckland) 

 

   In September 2007 we started experimenting 

with aluminium groovy track, as the cost of 1.5 

m lengths of brass rail flexi-track had become 

outrageous.  We wanted lots of track to skirt 

around our backyard as previously we had a 

temporary layout on the patio.  At that time a 2m 

length of aluminium groovy track was 

approximately 1/3rd the cost of a 1.5m length of 

commercial brass track for us.  We started by 

using two metre lengths of 12 mm by 3 mm 

aluminium strip from Bunnings.  We later went 

on to buy a batch of 5 metre lengths from a 

wholesaler at better rates to finish the project. 

 

   We used 19 mm square fencing beading to 

make the sleeper blanks.  The blanks were cut to 

an exact length on the table saw to a stop.  The 

grooves were then milled in each blank on the 

bench drill with a milling cutter in the drill 

chuck, set-up with a fence.  One side being 

milled, then the blank turned around and the 

second slot was milled, and hopefully the gauge 

was right.  It took a while to get the setting right.  

The blanks were then sawn in two to make two 

sleepers approx. 8 mm wide. 

 

   It is time consuming to make groovy track and 

requires some accuracy but I'm pleased with it. 

 

Pictures from 2007 

 

Below: Here's the trial set-up for milling the 

slots for the rail. The timber piece keeps the 

sleeper square and is the pusher piece. 

Aluminium Track 



   People have questioned the expansion rate for 

aluminium, but our still bright aluminium 

sections probably don’t expand any more than 

the dark brass rail does.  The dark well-

weathered brass sections of rail get much hotter 

in the sun because of the colour.  Brass is quite a 

close second to aluminium in the expansion 

rates for rail materials, with stainless steel 

having a much lower rate. 

 

   We run a LGB battery power converted loco, 

plus three De Winton style 0-4-0 vertical boiler 

live steam tank locos.  On a good run the two 

smaller steamers can make a lap of the circuit 

last 3 minutes, the larger scale loco can run even 

slower.  We don’t use radio control. 

 

 

Pictures from 2010 

 

 

Below: Close up of joined rails on curve to get 

smooth transition. 

 

Below: A large section of our railway 

 

Below: Here's how we were joining the rails 

together 

 

 

   After a number of years we have finally got 

our running loop finished.  We laid the golden 

sleeper on Sunday 21st February.  The loop 

consists of 19 m of NZ and LGB brass track and 

39 m of the homemade aluminium groovy track.  

The treated pine sleepers have held up well since 

2007 with only a bit of greening in areas that 

don't get much direct sunlight. 

  

   We have found that the track laid on ballast 

needs securing.  We also found that the 

unsecured curves de-curved over time and 

consequently their joints became rather angular.  

I've been going over the whole track making 

some adjustments, securing the curves and re-

joining the curves with large sleeper blocks to 

get lovely smooth transitions.   

 

   Most of our track is above ground supported 

by posts, the track bed for these sections is 38 

mm thick concrete in 2 m or 3 m straight or 

curved sections.  I have recently levelled a 

couple of the posts.  It's surprising what a 

difference taking 25 mm off the height of a post 

2 m apart makes for a train on a curve.  

  

   The track is ground level in a few places and 

mainly level, except for the long straight 1:80 

incline so that we can have a nice 1:32 decline 

for the tight 180 degree 1 m radius curve at the 

end. 
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Approaching the woodland curves 

Almost cleared them, now approaching “Rose” 

curve 

The yellow LGB back on “Little Cass”. 

 

Above: Yellow battery powered LGB nearing 

the end of the climb on the 8 m 1:80 “Little 

Cass” 

“Little Cass” ending in the 1 m radius 1:32 

decline of Curve Minoré - slipping into our 

yards dubbed “Little Westfield”. 

The Garden Whistle - March 2010 

Page 6 



The Garden Whistle - March 2010 

Page 7 

Text by Glen Anthony (Christchurch) 

Photos by Glen Anthony & John Robinson 

(Wellington)  

 

   It was a pleasure to attend the 4th NZ Garden 

Railway Convention held in the Wairarapa on 

20 and 21st March. 

The convention was based at the Fernridge 

School on the outskirts of Masterton, but of 

course a good portion of the time was spent 

away on layout tours.  

Just over 50 people attended the weekend. Six 

came from Auckland, three from the Waikato 

and four from the South Island. Included 

amongst the Wellington and Wairarapa ‘locals’ 

was special guest Russell Roberts, the great 

nephew of 1930’s pioneer NZ garden railway 

modeler Frank Roberts. Russell has recently 

moved to Masterton and just happened to see the 

convention featured in a local newspaper fea-

ture. 

Clinics and Workshops. 
 

   Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon were 

spent at the hall doing clinics and workshops, 

while the remainder was spent out visiting local 

garden railways. 

    

Topics covered over the weekend were: 

 

Making People by Hugh Keal (Auckland). Hugh 

makes these from Fimo moldable plasticine. 

Hugh’s instructions were printed in the October 

2009 Garden Whistle. You can download back 

editions from Murray Bolds website: www.

sandman.org.nz/GardenWhistle 

 

Loco Servicing by Chris Drowley. This covered 

dismantling a loco for greasing, and fitting of 

decoders for DCC or Revolution controllers. 

 

4th NZ Garden Railway Convention 

Hugh Keal making people Chris Drowley servicing locos 
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Scratch Building Wagons by Wayne Haste. 

Wayne showed how to go about making your 

own wagons from styrene.  

 

Peter Cameron gave a slide presentation show-

ing his father, Norm's, garden railway from it's 

beginning, through a number of shifts until cur-

rently in Peter's purpose built shed. 

 

Garden Plants by Brian Innes. This was a two 

part session. The first was held at the hall and 

covered what type of plants to look for. The sec-

ond was an on-site demonstration at Ian & Ann 

Galbraith’s which showed how to prepare the 

ground and then plant. Ongoing pruning and 

maintenance of existing established plants was 

also covered. 

 

Casting Buildings from Resin by Peter Lucas 

(Australia). Unfortunately due to health reasons 

Peter had to cancel his trip, but he still managed 

to give his clinic thanks to a power point presen-

tation and a conference phone call from his 

home in Adelaide. 

The website mentioned at the end of Peter’s 

presentation is: http://www.amcsupplies.com.au 

 

Live Steam by Andy Whyman (Waikato). This 

covered what to look for when buying a live 

steam loco, different sorts of boiler construction. 

At the conclusion a couple of locos were 

steamed and run around the track laid in the 

school playground. 

 

Colour Light Signals by Ken MacDiarmid 

(Auckland). A short piece of track with mag-

netic detection and working signals was dis-

cussed. 

 

 

Layout Tours. 
 

   Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning were 

spent on layout tours. Luckily the weather was 

gloriously fine both days. On Saturday we vis-

ited four local Masterton railways, while on 

Sunday morning we made the short trip down 

the road to visit another five in Carterton. Morn-

ing tea on Sunday was served at the historic Car-

terton Railway Station. As well as being the old-

est railway station in NZ still selling train tick-

ets, the station also features museum displays 

that we were able to look at. Andy Whyman with some live steam locos 

Wayne Haste making a wagon chassis’ 

Nurseryman Brian Innes demonstrating planting 
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   The layouts in the Wairarapa 

were of a high standard. As most 

have been constructed within the 

last few years they feature modern 

large radius curves allowing bigger 

locos to be run. Another interesting 

point is that all but one have 

a d o p t e d  t h e  A r i s t o c r a f t 

‘Revolution’ which uses battery 

control rather than traditional track 

power.  

 

1. Culcrench Fold Garden Railway  

(Ian & Ann Galbraith). This was 

the first layout visited. The large 

grounds meant it was also an ideal 

venue for our lunch stop, and it 

was an enjoyable eating lunch 

while four trains circulated. 

 

2. Peter Cameron (indoor). This 

was the railway of Peter’s father, 

Norm Cameron. It started as an 

outdoor railway in the 1930’s, and 

later rebuilt indoors. It is 32mm 

gauge based on NZR with all track 

and models hand built. It was great 

to see the models in real life after 

seeing the slide show of the origi-

nal outdoor railway that Peter pre-

sented in the hall earlier. 

 

3. Beauchamp Dickens. A large 

garden railway with around 100 

metres run. Lots of large English 

style Tudor buildings and a big 

cas t le .  Beauchamp’s  NZR 

‘standard’ railcar was straight bat-

tery powered with a push button on 

the top to stop and start it. 

 

4. Lloyd Dickens. Another large 

layout, which was live steam and 

track power. It featured a lake and 

harbour with boat at the jetty. A 

spiral with extensive ground creep-

ers throughout. A trestle lead off to 

a steaming bay at the back of the 

garage. 

 

5. Murray Clarke. Tracks snaking 

everywhere is the best way to de-

scribe it. It included a tunnel under 

1 

2 

3 
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a working waterfall, a round-house, 

large trestle and a spiral. 

 

6. Charles Collinson. Big spacious 

curves, with small cuttings and em-

bankments cut into the existing 

sloping lawn. 

 

7. The Rosebrook Railway & The 

Tram Line (Christine & Lee Col-

lett). This was the only site still us-

ing solely track power. Both lay-

outs were highly detailed with lots 

of buildings and people. The Tram 

Line featured a short line with a 

balloon loop at each end with a 

large working windmill. The Rose-

book railway is more complex, 

with lots of details everywhere you 

look. Both are elevated off the 

ground with track laid in sheet 

metal trays. 

 

8. Jim McIntyre. A large railway of 

100metres. Track was specially 

made aluminium rail on wooden 

sleepers (all hand laid). Track was 

laid in a trough made out of black 

drain flow pipe cut in half. Large 

curves and hand made large radius 

turnouts. 

 

9. Jeremy Were. This is a new rail-

way still under development. There 

are spectacular  mountains which 

have been formed on the level 

ground. The railway climbs on sev-

eral different levels with many 

bridges and tunnels. Track is sitting 

on preformed concrete base laid 

similar to pavers. It features a spi-

ral and several horse-shoe curves. 

Includes some buildings and a 

‘gallows’ style turntable in the 

yard. 

    

Conclusion 
 

   At the end of the great weekend 

it was time to pack up and thank 

our hosts. Ian Galbraith, John Rob-

inson, Chris Drowley, Wayne 

Haste, & Brian Cashmore.  All 

4 

5 

6 
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helped organize and run a smooth and 

successful convention. We should not 

forget Melinda Robinson and Ann 

Galbraith who put in a lot of work 

serving the morning and afternoon 

teas. Luckily for us Ann was able to 

carry on after being involved in a mo-

tor vehicle accident transferring food 

between venues on the Saturday after-

noon. 

 

   The Garden Railway Operators of 

Waikato have offered to host next 

years convention at Hamilton. More 

details can be found at: http://www.

culcreuchfold.org.nz/waikato2011.htm 7 

8 

9 

7 
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Club Events and Contacts 

Auckland: 
 

Check with Michael Hilliar 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 

 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 10th April: Stefan Lipsey, 8 Regent Street, Hamilton 

Saturday 1st May: Andy Whyman, 399 Matangi Road, Matangi  
 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wairarapa: 
 

Sunday 25 April: Lee & Christine Collett, 24 Rhodes St, Carterton. 1:30pm Track power. 600mm radius.  
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  

Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 11th April:  Chris Rogers, Palmerston North, from 1:30pm, 

Sunday 9th May: Rob England, Pukerua Bay, from 1:30pm 
 

Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  
 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 25th April  -  Karl Arnesen, 460a Marine Parade. 
All running afternoon’s 1-4pm. If weather looks doubtful, please phone host to check if meeting is still on.  
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairperson: Michelle Leigh.  Email: kevinandmichelle.leigh@paradise.net.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly 

by the Christchurch Garden Railway Soci-

ety and features  news  from various G 

scale clubs in New Zealand. 

Each club is a separate identity and the 

contact details can be found above.  

Contributions of articles and/or photos are 

always welcome. Photos should be sent as 

separate  jpg attachments. 

 

Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Colombo Street, 
Christchurch 8022. 

Email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Announcing the... 

 

2011 NZ GARDEN RAILWAY  

CONVENTION 
 

 

12 & 13 March 2011 
 

Waikato 

 

Email: convention2011@clear.net.nz 

http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/waikato2011.htm 


