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Ian Galbraith’s Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway was one of the railways visited during  
a recent tour of the Wairarapa by the Wellington group.        Photo by  John Robinson 



Text & Photos by Lloyd Dickens (Masterton) 
 
   On Saturday afternoon it was decided that the 
railway we where to visit was not going to be 
ready so a quick ring around meant we visited 
Murray’s layout again. 

 
   In just two month’s since our last visit Murray 
has made many changes and more are to come 
before the Convention in March. Murray has in-
stalled new buildings including a Piko Railway 
Station and Polo farm buildings.  Murray has 

now all but finished the 
Roundhouse and turnta-
ble in front of it and a 
great job he has made of 
it. 
 
   The group ran their 
usual locomotives. New 
to the group visits where 
Beauchamp Dickens’s 
Heisler Geared loco tow-
ing some timber wagons. 
Beauchamp is the latest 
convert to “Revolution”, 
making it possible to run 
on these public days. His 
normal running up to 
now has been manually 
using two speeds; going 

The Garden Whistle - January 2010 

Page 2 

Murray Clarke’s Improved Railway 

Brent Bartram’s 4-6-0 with Murray’s new roundhouse in the background  

 

Crossing the trestle. Down below is another of  Murray’s new buildings 



member who destroyed a complete battery set 
and holders due to using a non auto turnoff 
charger. A recent experiment I did 16 NiMh cell 
went from 60C to 90C in 10 minutes after reach-
ing full charge and was still increasing in tem-
perature.  

or stopped.  
B e a u c h a m p 
uses 12v lead 
acid batteries 
rather than the 
NiMh cells. 
This gives for 
most locomo-
tives a reason-
able maximum 
speed. 
 
   Brent Bartram 
brought along 
an Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa 
Fe 4-6-0 Bach-
man locomo-
tive.  Brent did 
a great job of 
rebuilding this 
locomotive af-
ter it was damaged in a robbery. 
We thank Murray for hosting the Sunday after-
noon at short notice and also Ann and Joan for 
the afternoon tea. 
 
What way do you charge batteries? 
   As an aside I have heard recently of a local 
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Beauchamp Dicken’s Heisler drifts under the waterfall. 

 

A train arrives at Tiefenbach Station. The building is a Piko product 
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Text & Photos by Glen Anthony 

 

 
   The Christchurch Garden Railway Soc made 
another visit to Kevin and Michelle Leigh’s in 
December for the annual Christmas BBQ.  

   Luckily we started 
at 11am. It was a 
fabulous morning, 
warm, sunny and only 
a hint of the Sou-west   
wind that was forecast 
to ruin our day. 
 
   The turnout was 
lower than usual, but 
this is probably under-
stand able being only 
a few days before 
Christmas and right in 
the middle of the  
‘silly season’ where 
your weekends are 
filled with Christmas 
functions and some-

how you are still expected to go shopping for 
Christmas presents. 
Anyway, it was good to see a couple of people 
we have not seen for a while and wives and part-
ners coming along too. Those who turned up 
seemed to enjoy themselves. But probably not as 

 

 

Graeme Wood’s tram on the high line and Karl Arnesen’s Mikado on the lower line   

Glen Anthony’s MDC Big Hustler, with a rake of scratch built free-lance coal tubs 

Somerset & Willard Railway 
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much as 
B e r n i e 
Rose’s little 
dog Heidi, 
who was of-
fered so 
many little 
pieces of 
sausage that 
she couldn’t 
ea t  any 
more! 
 
Luckily most 
had finished 
eating when 
the cold 
change and 
rain made a 
hasty ap-
pearance just 
after 2pm. 
  
Then it was time to take shelter and hurry off home. 
 
Thanks to those who came, and to Kevin and Michelle for hosting us yet again.  

 

 

Graeme Bright’s Bachmann Lynn which has been modified to look more like NZR  
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   Anyway back to the topic of 
the running day.  This year we 
started at Charles Collinson's 
new railway, dodging a few 
showers but nothing to stop the 
trains or the fun.  Centred 
around a mature apple tree the 
railway is taking over the back 
lawn, track has only been down 
for a few months and is still be-
ing fine tuned as is nor-
mal.  Curves are generous, with 
an interesting track plan and 
reasonable grades making op-
eration running a promising fu-
ture prospect.  The Wairarapa is 
a hot bed of the Revolution, 
Aristo-craft Train Engineer 
Revolution that is, and accord-
ingly pretty much all of the 
trains run were battery pow-
ered, Revolution controlled, 
though Charlie does also have 
track power available.  We had 
a few unexpected uncouplings 
and other, um, operator defi-
ciencies setting the tone for 
friendly jesting and fun that 
filled the day. 

 

   Part of Charlie’s work in pro-
gress is a climbing branch line 

Christmas Month in Wellington 

 

John, Hannah & Michelle’s display at the  
Wellington Multiple Birth Club’s Christmas party. 

The green field setting of Charles Collinson's Railway 

Charles Collinson's trial of aluminum track branch line to the storage area. 

Text & Photos by John Robinson 

   For me December has been a good month, 
along with the special part Christmas plays in 
our lives, there was the Wellington Garden Rail-
way Group's traditional extended running after-
noon visiting three Wairarapa Railways with a 
shared bar-b-que tea  to round the day off.  Also 
with the help of some extra track and a Christ-
mas train borrowed from Chris Drowley I put on 
a small display helping to entertain youngsters at 
the Wellington Multiple Birth Club's Christmas 
party.  It's the 4th year I've flown the flag for the 
WGRG at the event, assisted ably by my daugh-
ters Hannah and Michelle.  A fun way to spend a 
Saturday morning. 
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which will end in a mak-
ing up and storage area 
at the back of the ga-
rage.  As it won't be a 
regular traffic line the 
engineering manage-
ment is trialing alumin-
ium strip for rail set into 
slots cut in wooden 
sleepers.  An interesting 
cost saver for such pur-
poses on a principally 
battery powered railway, 
it will be interesting to 
get Charlie's feed back 
in time as to how it 
functions.  It's still early 
days for scenic effects, 
though the railway does 
have the feel of running 
through grassy plains to 
my imagination at least. 

 

   Jim McIntyre's railway close by was our sec-
ond port of call.  Due to lots of reasons, not the 
least being a shift for sometime out of the region 
for work, Jim's railway has somewhat been a la-
bour of love over a number of years.  All the 
track and turnouts are hand laid using aluminum  
rail he had locally run several years 
ago.  Sleepers are cut and "creosoted" in his own 
workshop.  Now you can 
see where the labour of 
love statement comes 
in.  There have been a 
couple of variations to 
the track plan worked 
through and with the fi-
nal plan now settled on 
we were privileged to 
witness the first gingerly 
completed first run, 
though some local live 
stock laid down it's 
mousey life in a vain at-
tempt to haul the 
train.  It is always inter-
esting to view railways 
in their early stages of 
construction, always lots 
of lessons to be learnt 
both for newbies and 

more experience hands alike.  And I trust we 
provided Jim with some good motivation 
too.  Battery power Revolution control is the or-
der of the day here.  Generous curves too as Jim 
has several of those big American diesels and 
large container wagons in his stock cup-
board.  That's the track with generous curves not 
Jim! 

Continued page 8> 

Jim McIntyre's Aristo-craft centre cab on the new aluminum rail mainline 

 

Murray Bold’s live steam passing the fishing lodge on Ian Galbraith’s Railway 
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Ian Galbraith demonstrating the Train-li dual rail bender 

Continued from page 7 

 

   The final railway for the 
day was Ian & Ann 
Galbraith's Culcreuch Fold 
Garden Railway.  Several 
changes have been made 
over the latter half of the year 
to ease radii and as a by 
product of this there has been 
some scenic changes 
too.  Our garden railways are 
just like real railways always 
improving and evolving, 
hence it's never boring to re-
visit an old favourite. 

   Here we ran a mix of local 
and visiting stock, as at Char-
lie’s, and again mostly bat-
tery powered Revolution 
controlled, but we also ran 
conventional track powered, 
live steam and track powered 
Revolution controlled.  Three 
to four trains running at any 
one time with not a single in-
cident.  That's right not a sin-
gle incident, just several mul-
tiple ones.  Nothing serious 

mind but several sore sides where reported due 
to the ensuing hilarity.  Whilst not meaning to 
single out Murray Bold, aka Honest Murray 
used LGB salesman, one of the most potential 
spectacular was a slight tail-ender involving his 
live steam Lady Louise.  Suffice to say when a 
battery drops out of the battery holder on a radio 
controlled live steamer there ceases to be con-
trol, well no control without some hot fin-
gers!  In reality there weren't too many inci-
dents, those that did occur simply indicate the 
level of conversation distracting the opera-
tors.  One should comment though that Mi-
chelle, age 7, ran her train in amongst the 
grownups without a single incident, child's play 
huh. 

 

   Most of the Groupies stayed on till quite late 
sharing the bar-b-que and easing weather mak-
ing it a most rewarding day.  Thanks to all the 
hosts, for me it was a most enjoyable day, if not 
the best of the year. 

Murray's live steam about to offer some assistance to the preceding train 
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NZ Garden Railway Convention Update 

The 4th National Garden Railway Convention will be held at Fernridge School Hall, Upper 
Plain Road, RD 8, Masterton, on 20-21 March 2010. The Convention is being hosted by the 
Wellington and Wairarapa Garden Railway Groups. 
 
We have arranged a varied programme catering for all interests. 
• Resin casting of buildings 
• An overview of Radio Control systems 
• Experience with the Aristo Craft Revolution Train Engineer (10 locals are using this sys-
tem) 
• Planting and maintenance of trees and ground covers 
• Making your own model figures 
• Scratch building rolling stock 
• Maintenance of locomotives, including preparation for DCC or RC operation 
• What to look for in a live steam locomotive. 
• Visits will be made to seven local Garden Railways, with a tree clinic incorporated at one of 
the gardens. 
 
Clinic/Workshops will be conducted on Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon with Gar-
den Railway visits Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. (These times may change de-
pendant on weather conditions) 
Two tracks will be set up for the running of trains. One will have track power and the other 
will be for live steam. 
Morning and afternoon teas will be provided both days as well as lunches. A dinner will be 
catered for on site on Saturday evening. 
 
Full registration will be $80.00 per head which includes all meals, morning and afternoon 
teas and Saturday dinner. For wives/partners/significant others, dinner on Saturday evening 
will be available at $35.00 per head 
Convention shirts are available for pre ordering, at $30.00 each, with collection at the Con-
vention. 
We can arrange a further programme for Monday for those interested, including seeing the 
sights of the Wonderful Wairarapa. (Any entry fees applicable, will be your responsibility.) 
 

Registration Forms are now available: 
These can be downloaded from: 
http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wairarapa2010.htm 
Or email: Ian C Galbraith:  peninsok@culcreuchfold.org.nz  
Ph 06 377 3603 to have one sent to you. 
 
 
Accommodation 
Motels range from economy to luxury. In no particular order: 
Cornwall Park Motel 06 378 2939 cornwallparkmotel.co.nz (Within walking distance of 
Renall Street Railway Station) 
Colonial Cottage Motel 06 377 0063 colonialcottagemotel.co.nz 
Amble Inn 06 377 4159 ambleinn.co.nz 
BK's Chardonnay Motor Lodge 06 377 7485 bkschardonnay.co.nz 
Highwayman Motel 06 377 4144 highwayman.co.nz 
Acorn Estate Motel 06 377 0155 acornestate.co.nz 
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Gardens can be somewhat static, so for anyone 
looking to add a more mobile dimension to their 
garden and create a unique talking point for peo-
ple of all ages, perhaps it’s time to consider add-
ing a model railway. 
 
Garden model railways are popular overseas but 
relatively thin on the ground in New Zealand 
and at present little garden railway equipment is 
available through shops locally.  However, 
thanks to the internet, locomotives as well as 
coaches, wagons, track and even buildings can 
be obtained relatively easily from the huge net-
work of model railways shops throughout the 
United States. Although it may take several 
weeks for any order placed to be delivered, the 
advantage is the cost will be lower than would 
be possible buying through a model shop in 
New Zealand, even allowing for exchange rate 
differences. 
 
Garden model railway enthusiast Karl Arnesen 
has an extensive layout in his garden at New 
Brighton where more than 80 metres of track 
snakes past flowers, shrubs, across artificial 
lakes and through mountains. Arnesen has spent 
the past 10 years building up his garden railway 

and his interest is showing no sign of waning. 
‘‘I look upon it as an art form more than any-
thing else.’’ The analogy is appropriate as a gar-
den provides a unique living canvas to create an 
appropriate backdrop to the trains on the tracks. 
It is entirely up to the railway builder whether 
they want their railway to blend in with a garden 
or to stand out, he says. However, if someone 
has a partner it may be best to consult them be-
fore running riot and constructing viaducts and 
towering mountains through the flower beds. If 
someone does wish to build mountains, Arnesen 
suggests building a frame out of wood and 
chicken wire over which concrete can be plas-
tered. 
 
He says anyone interested in building a model 
railway in their own garden should start by con-
tacting someone who has a garden railway them-
selves, or join a club such as the Christchurch 
Garden Railway Society. A club is an excellent 
way to gather information and get firsthand tips 
from the experts as to how to go about putting 
tracks between the petunias. Books and maga-
zines are another good place for inspiration 

Steamed up: Garden railway enthusiast Karl Arne-
sen sets up a locomotive and carriages on his exten-
sive garden railway. Aside from the trains them-
selves, scale model buildings and people can be 
added along with dwarf tree varieties to add even 
more colour and life-like detail. 

On track: Garden railways are a novel way to add interest 
to any garden and turn a largely static environment into 
one which is more dynamic. Depending on taste, a rail-
way can either blend in with a garden or become a stand 
out feature. 
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where people can not only see garden railways 
from around the world but also get an idea of the 
types of garden railway equipment available. 
 
He says garden railways are generally con-
structed to G Gauge, representing a scale of 
1:22.5, meaning a reasonable sized locomotive 
can be upwards of 500mm long with complete 
trains three metres or more longer. The tracks 
are 45mm apart and are designed to be left out-
side year round in all weathers. The locomotives 
run on electricity so an external power supply 
will usually be needed which will have to be in-
stalled by a qualified electrician. As an alterna-
tive, some trains are now battery powered. For 
added realism, most come with smoke making 
equipment and realistic steam or diesel locomo-
tive sounds. Headlights and carriage lights are 
also built into the trains allowing night time op-
eration. 
 
Arnesen says one of the advantages of garden 
railways over indoor model railways is that con-

Raynor’s Cartoon 

By Raynor Johnston in Hamilton 

struction is very easy. The pre-finished lengths 
of track can be laid on a bed of small stones eas-
ily obtainable from garden centres, concrete or 
wood, and do not have to be fastened to the 
track bed. He advises anyone contemplating 
building a garden railway to consider using 
raised beds if they are not already in place. This 
will reduce the amount of bending over needed 
during construction and operation of a railway. 
 
In order to make a garden railway as realistic as 
possible in terms of the scale of its surroundings, 
Arnesen says it is desirable to modify the garden 
it is being built in with scale appropriate tree va-
rieties such as Dwarf Alberta Spruce. 
 
Garden railways don’t come cheap, with $2000 
to $3000 needed to get a reasonable layout in 
place including trains; but then neither do swim-
ming pools nor fake statues of Zeus with incon-
tinence problems. Moreover, neither of 
those provide the sights and sounds of a garden 
railway. 
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Club Events and Contacts 

Auckland: 
 

January: visit to Paeroa – Karangahake gorge – Waihi areas. Date to be advised. 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 
 

Waikato: 
 

No meeting January. 

Saturday 6th February: Raynor Johnston, 147 Osborne Road, Horsham Downs 
Saturday 6th March: Grant Alexander, 1863 Hamilton Road, Cambridge 
 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 
 

Wairarapa: 
 

Sunday 31st January:  Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Lansdowne, Masterton. 1:30pm, min radius 2m 
Sunday 28th February:  Ian Galbraith, 41 Skeets Rd, Masterton, 1:30pm, min radius 1m.  
Track power available at both venues. 
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 17th January: from 1:30pm at Gerald Shelton's new railway. Note this is one week later 
than the date published in December 
 

Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  
 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 
 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 24th January: Glen & Brenda Anthony. 59 Colombo St, Cashmere.   Steep grades. Bring good 
pulling locos. 
If weather looks doubtful, please phone host to check if meeting is still on.  
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 
Chairperson: Michelle Leigh.  Email: kevinandmichelle.leigh@paradise.net.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published 
monthly by the Christchurch Garden 
Railway Society and features  news  
from various G scale clubs in New Zea-
land. 
Each club is a separate identity and the 
contact details can be found above.  
Contributions of articles and/or photos 
are always welcome. Photos should be 
sent as separate  jpg attachments. 
 
Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Colombo 
Street, Christchurch 8022. 
Email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

NZ GARDEN RAILWAY CONVENTION 
 

Registration forms available now 
 

20-21 March 2010 
 

Fernridge School Hall,  Upper Plain Road,  
Masterton 

 
Contact Ian C Galbraith.   Ph 06 377 3603  

or gardenrailconvention@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wairarapa2010.htm 


