
-  G scale news from around New Zealand  - 

June 2010 

Don Oliver’s newly assembled timber train weaves its way through the foliage on  

Michael Hilliar’s garden railway in Auckland.                  Photo: Michael Hilliar 



Text & Photos by Michael Hilliar (Auckland) 

 

   You couldn’t have asked for better weather for 

our meeting with a good turnout of visitors. As 

with all garden railways there was a fair amount 

of preparation to be done before hand. I am no 

gardener, I don’t have that magic touch as a lot 

of plants I have planted for the railway keep dy-

ing. I blame the cats.  

 

   Saturday saw the big tidy up of the back yard. 

At least when you have a meeting things do get 

done. For those who didn’t notice; it did look 

better than the day before. I am good with the 

loppers so all the bushes, ivy etc. got  hacked 

well back. Whether I’m doing the right thing 

only the experts can tell me, but the plants still 

keep growing. In the past I have sprayed 

Roundup around the area well before the meet-

ing, but as this one was arranged at short notice, 

I didn’t have time. So it was selective weeding 

meaning that I did have some greenery, which 

was probably better than just straight brown dirt.  

 

   I cleaned out the shed. I must get those doors 

made for it so to keep the cats out, then I can 

store some trains out there and then maybe I 

would run the railway more often. Finally I 

mowed the lawn as it was getting dark and it 

was looking good; well better than before. 

 

   Sunday morning was dedicated to getting the 

railway going. The track needed a lot of clean-

ing as the last time it was run electrically was 18 

months ago. In the past Henrik Dorbeck has 

given me a hand, but this time he was playing 

with the real ones so it took me twice as long. 

The railway was displayed for the 2009 Auck-

land convention, but that time Ray Williams ran 

two of his battery powered locomotives so it 

saved me from having to clean the track. I am 

not sure if this set the Wellington lot thinking 

but when I attended this year’s Wellington Gar-

den Railway Convention at Masterton virtually 

all have now converted over to battery power 

using the Aristrocraft Revolution control sys-

tem.  

 

   I am now looking at investing in this system 

myself and at present the two locomotives I 

have under construction will be battery powered. 

My thoughts are: I can run my railway without 
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Michael & Elizabeth’s Meeting 

Derek Lanes D&RGW diesel crossing the recently creosoted trestle 



having to clean sixty-two me-

tres of track that can take at 

least one to two hours as a lot 

of it is under trees. I would then 

be able to visit other railways 

that are DCC powered and then 

I would be able to run my train 

with no hindrance. I am not 

sure at this stage if I would 

completely convert all my loco-

motives over to battery power 

but by using the Revolution 

system I can still use it to run 

track powered locomotives that 

are fitted with the on board re-

ceiver, or you can also use the 

receiver for radio controlled 

track power.  

 

   A good example is when visiting Ian and Ann 

Galbraith’s layout, he had two operators running 

battery powered locomotives and another one 

was using track power; it does seem to be very 

versatile.  
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   My long term intention on my railway is to 

build a second station with passing loop where 

the cat house is and two operators can then oper-

ate their trains in opposing directions crossing 

each other at the passing loops.  

 

 

Michael Brannigan’s trusty LGB Forney 

Tim Auld’s European tram and trailer 



better do something pretty soon. It is common 

for American trestles to be creosoted so I 

thought I do the same. Now I regret it and 

should have used something else as it is now too 

black. Leaving it outside might have faded it a 

bit, but it is safely stored in the shed when not in 

use and now you have to be careful so you don’t 

let it touch your clothes.  

 

   Early afternoon the visitors 

began arriving, most with a 

train under arm so large 

variations of locomotives 

were run. Mike Brannigan 

and his brother Donald turned 

up with Mike’s trusty LGB 

Forney. The amount of meet-

ings Mike has transported this 

to around Auckland by bus is 

quite amazing. Don Oliver 

brought his newly assembled 

logging train and Derek Lane 

brought along some big 

American power. Robert Gra-

ham ran his Alaskan White 

Pass 4-6-0 and from the fur-

The Garden Whistle - June 2010 

Page 4 

   With time constraints, weather, laziness, and I 

do like to scratch build, so not a lot has been 

done to the railway itself since the last meeting. 

But I have creosoted the trestle, which is some-

thing I now regret. When taking the trestle out 

of the shed to set it up for the Auckland Conven-

tion I noticed wood dust under it. It had acquired 

wood borer. Not wishing to rebuild it I thought I 

John Stephenson’s Corpet-Louvet passing the late George Weston’s mine 

The Auckland groups’ Thomas the tank engine; someone had to be first 



ther North Pole Simon Sharp’s 

rail bus was enjoying a late sum-

mer run. Europe was supported 

by John and Helen Stephenson’s 

Corpet-Louvet and Tim Auld’s 

tram and trailer. From Great Brit-

ain, well Wales was my Port 

Class Hunslet and another 7/8th 

project that’s in the workshop is a 

Bagnall which I hope to be able 

to battery power.  

 

   The groups new Thomas and 

his friends Annie and Clarabelle 

did manage to put in an appear-

ance. Hopefully Thomas will pull 

in the crowds at Model X and if 

he doesn’t I could make a Brash 

statement that he’ll be gone by 

lunchtime. He was given a trial 

run at the beginning and at end of 

the afternoon and ran very 

smoothly. Annie and Clarabelle 

being long rigid 4 wheelers did 

derail on one of my bad rail 

joints, but were okay when run-

ning in the other direction. First 

impression of Thomas was he 

was larger than G scale but this is 

an optical illusion caused by the 

large driving wheels and the light 

blue colour. As always, I took a 

look at it and started thinking 

what I could chop it into. The 

chassis could be used for a large 

wheeled British gauge one inside 

cylindered 0-6-0. The four wheel 

coaches could either be converted 

into six wheelers or joined to-

gether and bogies added. 

 

   After afternoon tea held out-

side, the warmth of the sun began 

to cool down and my visitors be-

gan to depart. Simon gave me a 

hand to pack it all up which does-

n’t usually take too long and that 

was my railways run over for an-

other year. Thank you to all those 

who attended that made it a 

worthwhile and enjoyable after-

noon.  
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Robert Grahams White Pass crossing the truss bridge 

Simon Sharp’s North Pole visitor 

Michael the Hunslet crossing the yet to be finished river and bridge  
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Text & Photos by John Robinson (Wellington) 

 

   Seems as I write this Autumn is turning decid-

edly soggy, though surprisingly warm still.  

Maybe it's time to consider what winter projects 

may be of benefit to your railway, some yearly 

maintenance perhaps, a building project or even 

some chores around home to earn brownie 

points.  But certainly it's not time to consider 

putting the railway to bed for the winter, running 

trains when the weather permits is a much more 

Wettington & Mahawatu Railway 

viable option for us over winter than in some 

parts of the world.  No snow or frost heave to 

contend with.  Not time to consider staying at 

home on our running days either! 

 

   Our May running day was a case in point, the 

morning looked marginal at best, but we pushed 

on, and thankfully the weather improved.  Ac-

cordingly, Rob England's Wettington and Maha-

watu Railway had it's official opening, and sadly 

also it's last scheduled train.  You see Rob is re-

locating to Whitby so this fleeting opportunity 

was taken to have the Wellington Garden Rail-

way Group around to see how far he had got 

with a project that had been in the planning and 

making for a few years.  The railway is located 

in a small enclosed courtyard, rather shady on 

this day but must have been a right little hot spot 

in summer.  His railway is another good exam-

ple that a large area is not needed to have a gar-

den railway, double tracked even!  Future plans 

had included a branch line and some industrial 

activity, but those plans will now be transfered 

to a yet to be found location. 

 

   Rob is a bit of a whiz-kid of ideas so while 

most of us settle for either DC or DCC for track 

power, the Wettington and Mahawatu Railway 

can operate either option on either track at the 

flick of a switch.  This makes a for a very guest 

train friendly railway, with both options being 

tested during the afternoon, plus a bit of battery 

power too.  No live steam today sadly, but that 

motive power would have worked well here too.  

What else happened for the day you ask?  Hmm, 

we shared a quite beer to wet the babies head, 

munched on a sausage or two, discussed plans, 

shared advice, even gained an idea or two.  The 

accompanying pictures will give an idea of the 

trains run, all up a satisfying afternoon , a few 

Rob's work train  and Brian Wheeler's  railbus 

The special head board for the opening day 

Gavin Sowry’s train and Johns rail truck. 



The Garden Whistle - June 2010 

Page 7 

additional pictures can also be found at http://

p i c a s a w e b . g o o g l e . c o m / J R i n T a w a /

RobEnglandSRailway   

 

   I look forward to visiting Rob's next railway 

when he has his next open day in two years or 

less - no pressure mate!  For more of Rob's rail-

way enterprises the link to his railway website is   

http://www.southpacificlines.org/ 

 

   Also early in May WGRG members in the 

Tawa area shared the company of Henrick Dor-

beck from Auckland, with some extended run-

ning on several of our railways, not that we 

really needed an excuse to run trains.  A good 

chance to catch up, and a plus of having several 

railways nearby each other.  If you'd like to 

navigate to  http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=R54okd1Uw9o  to view a short video of Chris 

Drowley's live steam Frank S in action on the 

H&MGR during Henrick's visit; it is also an ex-

ample that video cameras possibly don't balance 

on guards van roofs. 

 

   It's not the easiest thing to try and generate a 

different report each month, you know, trains 

run, catering, blaah blaah blaah.  Ah but each 

month is different out on the ground, and these 

pages record but a sampler of what is on offer 

on a running day. That's a polite way of saying 

you might just be missing out when you're not 

able to get there.  June though will be slightly 

different, as it is our annual winter hall meeting, 

so it will be warm and dry regardless of the 

weather.  We'll have a test track available, tables 

to do a bit of maintenance on and some garden 

railway related DVD's on the big screen to 

watch.  It would be nice to see you there. 

Just as the engine was carrying an opening day head 

board, the last car was also appropriately decorated. 
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Text & Photos by Ian Galbraith (Masterton) 

 

   Following the NZAMRC Convention over 

Easter weekend, Melinda, John, Hannah and Mi-

chelle Robinson, Ann & I, stayed on for a few 

days holiday and did the touristy things: Mu-

seum, Wildlife Park a ride in the Gondola and 

several rides on the trams around the CBD.  We 

rode in three different trams.  Michelle was par-

ticularly taken with the trams and would have 

been quite happy to spend all her time on one or 

A Streetcar named Desire? No. 

A Tram named Michelle 

other of them.  She has told her Dad that she 

wants to have a portable tram layout. 

   With work currently stalled on my Irish Tram 

project, I thought I would see how a tram could 

be made out of “stuff” on hand.  Two short LGB 

‘Denver & Rio Grande coaches looked to be 

suitable for a ‘kit bash’.  The bogies from one 

were removed and put aside, and with help from 

some tram photographs found on the internet, 

the possibility of making a tram took a positive 

turn. 

   In the workbench drawer were some motor 

bricks and a USA Trains motor brick was de-

cided upon.  The coach was dismantled and a 

hole cut in the underframe to allow the motor 

brick to be fitted and keep the floor at the stan-

dard height.  The coach end railings were dis-

carded into the ‘stuff’ box and new ends fabri-

cated from 1mm & 2mm styrene sheet.  The 

tram will have open driver positions, similar to 

one of the trams at Ferrymead.  Dummy side 
The tram started as this LGB “shorty’  
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frames were fabricated from 3mm styrene and 

acrylic rod, glued and screwed together.  The 

side frames are attached to the under body by 

screws into the original bogie pivots. 

   A non-working trolley pole assembly was fab-

ricated from blocks of 2mm styrene and styrene 

coated wire.  Headlights were turned from brass 

bar stock and fitted with yellow LEDs. 

The tram has been painted orange, which is Mi-

chelle’s favourite colour. 

   Decals were designed using MS Publisher and 

printed on Testors decal paper using an ink jet 

printer.  Although the decal carrier is a little 

thicker than commercially available decals, at 

least I was able to personalise this project. 

This was a fun project and I look forward to Mi-

chelle visiting to run her namesake tram on the 

Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 

The new side frames.  

A USA Trains motor block was fitted 

Dummy side frames were fabricated 

The Rosebrook Railway passes this farm yard scene.   Crossing the bridge. The Pope is on the church steps 

Photos of Lee & Christine Collett’s Railway.   Story next page  
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Text & Photos by Lloyd Dickens (Masterton) 

 

  In April the Wairarapa Garden Railway group 

visited Christine and Lee Collett’s Railway’s in 

Carterton. These are the most completed garden 

railways in the area, even if plans for (and build-

ings) have been completed for the next major 

extension. “The Dry River Railroad”  

 

   The existing railways are in two sections, both 

of European look and feel. “The Tram Line” is a 

narrow strip beside the 

house which has half build-

ings on the house side and 

two railway stations and 

many other buildings and 

features. At present Lee 

runs one tram up and down 

the tramway with turning 

loops at the end, but plans 

to add a horse drawn tram 

in future. This leads to 

many interesting discus-

sions on how to make the 

horse work. Lee also has to 

decide how to control the 

two trams so they do not 

crash into each other on the 

common rail portions of the 

track. 

 

   The other line (The Rosebrook Railway) con-

sists of two loops around a large tree in the cen-

tre. Once again this railway has many features 

including a vernacular cableway, water, bridges 

and a station, church with people going to 

church.  

 

   Lee has gone to a lot of trouble to put in the 

small features with lots of people, markets with 

stalls. All of these features are permanent, stay-

ing outside all the time. 

 

   The railways are a credit 

to both of them and was 

one of the star attractions at 

the recent convention. We 

look forward to the future 

extension which will be 

American themed. The 

buildings have already been 

started.  

 

   We had a good turn out 

from our local members as 

usual with about 12 pre-

sent. Christine turned out a 

great afternoon tea. We 

thank Lee and Christine for 

a great day out. 

 

Rosebrook Railway & The Tram Line. 

The Tram Line passes a market place with plenty of stalls 

 

Further along the Tram Line is a park with a playground 
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By Grant Alexander (Cambridge) 

 

   Another great GROW meeting last month, 

Andy was our host this time and it's always a 

treat to see what's happening in his workshop. 

Lots of action in there, Gauge one, G scale, 

some 1/24th, and even a number of 7¼ projects 

including a nice petrol powered tram loco under 

production.  

 

   We set up a small oval of track out on Andy's 

patio (sorry Marion) where the live steam 

Davidson bush lokie was run, as was my little 

old battery powered rail-bus. Afternoon tea was 

taken indoors and where a number of videos 

were run including the latest offering from the 

16 millers. We have fairly well completed the 

schedule for the 2011 Garden Railway Conven-

tion, well Raynor has, and we're all looking for-

ward to another great, laid back event. Please 

keep March the 12th and 13th clear next year!!  

 

   The first weekend in June will see us all off to 

Geoff's place for a spot of live steam and more 

battery power, ideal for these late autumn and 

early winter months when the leaf fallout makes 

running track power a little troublesome. Then 

the 19th and 20th of June it's all on at Squirrel 

Valley for our annual mid-winter steam-up. This 

is an event that we have hosted on and off for 

around 10 years, and was initially started in re-

sponse to the "Garden Railways" magazine's "G-

Day" which was traditionally held on the longest 

day of the year for G scalers in North America, 

and of course that corresponds to our shortest 

day. So what an opportunity to run our little live 

steamers and show off those great steam plumes 

that the cool clear Waikato air generates. And 

since we have been hosting this event it has 

changed a bit and so the last couple of years we 

have had nearly as many 7¼ live steamers as 

45mm gauge ones. All great fun, and plenty of 

room on our tracks to avoid congestion. Come 

boil some water with us.  

 

   July will see us live steaming again, this time 

at Dave's place, always a pleasure especially in 

these cooler months. 

Garden Railway Operators of Waikato Update 

Squirrel Valley Railway  
 

Presents 
 

2010 Mid Winter Steam-up 

19th – 20th June 2010, bring a live steamer, something for shared lunches, morning and afternoon teas, 

and some fuel for your loco. Plenty of distilled water and steam-oil here. Saturday night Pizza and 

wine in front of the log fire as usual. This started as a G-Scale event but has evolved into anything 

Live Steam, so all comers are welcome here at 1863 Hamilton Road, Cambridge.  

 

Please advise us if you plan on coming for planning purposes.          Email: trains@clear.net.nz 



The Garden Whistle - June 2010 

Page 12 

By Glen Anthony (Christchurch) 

 

   Several members from the Christchurch club 

went down to Dunedin at the beginning of May 

for the model train show. 

 

   Most were down there to assist either the Gar-

den City club run the buy and sell table, or help 

me with my Gn15 scale “Stamping Ground” lay-

out. 

  

   But the club also put on a small static display 

on available shelving. Thanks must go to Phillip 

Cooke and Ray Parmenter who took down items 

from their collections for display. 

 

   There seemed to be a good turnout of people 

over the weekend, and an added bonus was that 

the weather was warm too. So we didn’t freeze  

in the venue. The old grandstand at the Forbury 

Park Racecourse is obviously financially attrac-

tive to the organisers, but it becomes cold and 

damp in wet weather. And not very pleasant for 

operators (nor the public I suspect). The name 

“Dungeon Bar” above the entrance door sums it 

up quite nicely. 

 

   When it came to the results of the public vot-

ing (for their favourite layout), I expected to see 

our little display in last place. But No; someone 

actually voted for it! Maybe it was our Dunedin 

based member Dave Maslin, who came along on 

Saturday?  It was good to catch up with Dave. 

He reported that he has started putting down 

some track at his place. So next time we are 

down for the show, we might be able to arrange 

a group visit.  

    

   Thanks to those of you who helped run my 

layout over the weekend. Your efforts were ap-

preciated; it came in first place in the public vot-

ing. 

Dunedin Train Show 



railways would have been more common then 

using it in the Gauge One format.  I have a small 

number of wagons I believe to been built by his 

brothers and the white metal wheels and brass 

axle boxes are all gauge one components.   

 

   After trying to take some pictures though the 

glass of the display case, which proved to be 

rather difficult, we then we had the bigger prob-

lem of trying to find our way out of this multi 

storied maze. We did have to walk past a corru-

gated iron covered Holden station wagon so 

could that be considered as our bit of culture?  

 

   After an interesting train ride to Masterton, 

then navigating our way through the quiet streets 

we found our motel.  I will not go on about the 

convention as it has been well covered by the 

others; but it was a good one. 

 

   In my last visit to the Wairarapa with Eliza-

beth a year earlier, we stayed with Ian and Ann 

Galbraith.  We had a chance to visit a number of 

the local members and the Fell museum at 

Featherston.   

 

   Having viewed the Memory Line video on the 

Rimutaka Incline many times it was on my must 

do one day list to walk the incline and the op-

portunity was taken while down there to do this. 

 

   Monday there was a complete change in the 
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Text & Photos by Michael Hilliar (Auckland) 

 

   Hugh Keal and I flew down to Wellington for 

the Wellington convention at Masterton on the 

Friday leaving Auckland midday. We didn’t see 

a lot from the big silver bird till we arrived over 

Wellington, which was then bathed in perfect 

sunshine. The smooth approach and landing was 

probably also a rare occurrence.  Hugh kept re-

minding me that was all to change by Monday 

and in the end he was proved right.   

 

   We had a few hours to kill before catching the 

4.30 Wairarapa train so Hugh and I visited the 

Te Papa museum; not that we were looking for 

some culture enlightenment, but wished to see 

the small portion of Frank Roberts collection 

that is displayed alongside some other 1/24th 

NZGR models that were built by the railway 

workshop apprentices for the 1940 New Zealand 

Centennial Exhibition.  

 

   At the age of 14 or 15 I remember being taken 

to the publicly office at Wellington Railway Sta-

tion and saw the whole collection which was 

then housed in a very large glass case covering 

one wall.  Most of the collection is now held by 

Te Papa, although only a some of locos are out 

on public display. 

 

   Frank Roberts could probably be considered to 

as one of the founders of G Scale, but garden 

A trip to the Wairarapa 

M4 is one of a number of 1:24 scale engines built by Frank Roberts, now on display at Te Papa museum 
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weather to the other extreme.  Hugh was right 

with the weather prediction.  Lloyd Dickens 

picked up Hugh, Glen Anthony and I along with 

Murray Clarke as guide we headed for Cross 

Creek.  

 

   By the time we got to the car park at the en-

trance to the valley the weather was well on its 

way to settling in for some notorious Rimutaka 

weather. We had come so far so we had to give 

it a go. It was a good 25 minute walk into Cross 

Creek. A new track has been cut into the hill 

side on the opposite side of the river to the much 

easier formation of the original railway and 

road, as those are now on private farm land.  

 

   Once arriving at Cross Creek you really have 

the feel of what a desolate 

place it was.  DOC has put 

up a station type shelter 

where the old station build-

ing use to be and there are 

also a number of information 

posts with pictures showing 

how it used to be.  Only the 

concrete remains of the turn-

table pit and the concrete 

floors of the engine sheds 

still remain. The biggest one 

was where the six little 

dwarfs were housed, and 

probably will never disap-

pear. 

 

   With the rain now setting 

in we decided we only had time to walk up to 

the Price’s tunnel, which is just over halfway up 

the incline. 

 

   Partway up we stopped at the location where 

the school masters house was. This was where 

Murray’s grandparents and then later his parents 

lived when they were teachers at the Cross 

Creek School.  Still climbing the steep 1 in 15 

grade in the exposed areas we felt the head on 

famous Rimutaka howling wind and rain which 

was adding to the real affect of the incline. The 

only thing missing was the struggling railway 

engines; but I understand there is a group who 

one day hope to restore it complete with Fell en-

gines. The track bed is in good condition to walk 

on, but the curved embankment at Siberia ap-

proaching Summit tunnel has 

been washed away necessitat-

ing a climb down to the 

stream and back up the other 

side. 

 

   Finally we made it up to 

Price’s tunnel, rested then 

started the return journey. 

Downhill was a lot easier and 

when in that exposed bit with 

the tail wind we felt we could 

have been flown down the 

hill. We didn’t know at this 

stage that Wellington airport 

had been closed to all traffic 

due to high winds.  

 
Exploring the Cross Creek loco shed pits 

Glen, Murray, Michael & Hugh at the Cross Creek Shelter 
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   Back down at Cross Creek again and a bit 

wet, the hardest part of the walk was the 

undulating track back to the car park. Then 

we went back to Featherston to buy lunch.  

 

   With lunch in hand we went around to 

John and Carole Needham who are from 

England and have the newest garden rail-

way in the Wairarapa group. We ate our 

lunch in the conservatory listening to that 

wind. We viewed the raised railway which 

is in its early stages with extensions 

planned. John used shallow metal troughs 

which hold the ballast with the track in the 

middle.    

 

   Glen and Murray headed back to Master-

ton and Lloyd took Hugh and I onto Wel-

lington. 

 

    On crossing the Rimutaka hill on what 

could be described as a difficult road we 

had a side detour to view the road bed that once 

took the railway up to Summit station which 

was at the top of the incline before it descended 

down to Cross Creek.  We had done enough 

walking for the day so we thought we would 

leave that one for the next time we are down 

there…..  Another detour was taken to see 

Mack’s Track at Johnsonville,  then we also had 

to pay a visit to my daughter Rachel who is 

studying stage design at Toi Whakaari, 

which is New Zealand’s  Drama school. 

Lloyd was interested as he originally vis-

ited the place as the Wellington show 

buildings.  

 

   Viewing some of the display work done 

by Rachel and her friends, interest was 

taken in the different plastic material which 

was similar to what Hugh was using for his 

figures, but it only came in one colour and 

could be set with the heat of a hair dryer. 

 

   We couldn’t stay long as we had a plane 

to catch only to find out when Lloyd 

dropped us off at the airport that it had been 

closed to all traffic due to the high winds 

that afternoon.  Fortunately it reopened 

soon after, so while waiting for our plane to 

arrive we could also see the buffeting on 

the other planes; not a good thing when you 

not keen on flying.   

   The next day I was back at work suffering 

from the previous days walk, I now appreciate 

the effort the gold card users have in getting on 

and off my bus. 

 

Hugh, Glen and I would like to thank Lloyd and 

Murray for a great day and to the organizers’ of 

the convention and all those who attended that 

made it good one. 

 

 

 

Lloyd and Michael trek through the rain to Prices Tunnel 

 

Murray at the post marking his parents house  
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Club Events and Contacts 

Auckland: 
 

5,6,7 June: (Queens Birthday): Model X: West Wave Recreation Centre ,Alderman Dr, Henderson  
 

 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 

 

Waikato: 
 

Saturday 5th June: Geoff Hallam, 166 Okoroire Road, Tirau 

19 & 20 June: Mid Winter Steam-up at Squirrel Valley Railway  

Saturday 3rd July: David Petchey, 11 O'Neill Street, Hamilton 

Saturday 7th August: John Mayne, 16 Kitchener St, Hamilton 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 

 

Wairarapa: 
 

No meetings over winter. Next meeting: 

Sunday 12 September: Daffodil Day, Carterton Railway Station. 9am  -  4pm.  
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  

Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street Masterton. Ph 06 370-3790 Lloyd.dickens@wise.co.nz 

 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 13th June:  Hall meeting, Tawa Baptist Hall from 1:30pm 

Sunday 11th July: Wayne Haste, 101 Main Rd, Tawa - Wayne as you know has an indoor railway, 
                                 perfect for mid winter.  

Sunday 8th August:  Gerald Shelton, 29 Aspiring Tce, Aotea. from 1:30pm 
 

 

Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  
 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 

C/- John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa, Wellington  5028 Ph 04 232 5175 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 27th June  -  Don’s Work, Computer Data & Cables, 118a Wordsworth Street. Wet or fine. 
All running afternoon’s 1-4pm. If weather looks doubtful, please phone host to check if meeting is still on.  
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 

Chairperson: Michelle Leigh.  Email: kevinandmichelle.leigh@paradise.net.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the 

Christchurch Garden Railway Society and features  

news  from various G scale clubs in New Zealand. 

Each club is a separate identity and the contact de-

tails can be found above.  

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always 

welcome. Photos should be sent as separate  jpg at-

tachments. 

 

Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Colombo Street, Christ-
church 8022. Email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

Announcing the... 
 

2011 NZ GARDEN RAILWAY  

CONVENTION 
 

12 & 13 March 2011 
 

Waikato 
 

Email: convention2011@clear.net.nz 
http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/waikato2011.htm 


