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February 2011 

Crossing a bridge on Alf and Rosie William’s railway in Auckland.    Photo by Michael Hilliar 
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Text & Photos by Michael Hilliar (Auckland) 

 
   It has become a tradition to hold the Auckland 
group’s last meeting of the year at Alf and Rosie 
Williams place at Karaka; I don’t know how 
long this has been going on but my guess is at 
least fifteen years. It also has been Auckland G 
scale group’s opportunity to hold the AGM and 
finish the day/year off with a shared BBQ tea.     
 
   Auckland’s early summer weather over the 
previous two weeks has been rather hot, but on 
Saturday it was promising to break and ended up 
mostly overcast with one short shower. It is 
strange how we look forward to summer and 
trains in the garden; but if it’s too hot it then it 
becomes very uncomfortable and we start look-
ing for the shade. 
 
   At the appointed hour members began to ar-
rive at what is probably one of the Auckland’s G 
Scale Group’s oldest garden railways which has 

quite a few mature plants and trees.  It’s often 
difficult to know how some plants or trees will 
look or behave when you first buy them from 
the nursery.  We tend to buy trees that are listed 
as dwarf and plant them in what we think is a 
nice distant from the railway line. In time they 
will grow and encroach onto the railway. Dwarf 
often just means that over time they won’t grow 
to the same size as their taller cousins.   
 
   Alf and Rosie are still adding new buildings l 
to their railway like the gazebo and a new road 
leading up to the TUI Brewery.  
 
    We had a very good turn out with a number of 
new members coming for their first and second 
times; they get to see what a large and varied 
range we cover in scale and styles. We definitely 
cover all tastes! 
 

Alf & Rosie William’s BBQ 

Ken MacDiarmid’s new ‘Red Camel’ diesel in the foreground and a Sumpter Valley Mallet passes in the background 
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   One of our newest members;  young 
Christopher  has a ‘Warehouse train’ 
which he has already taken to with 
black paint and stuck on number 
plates to NZR it.  Here is a scratch 
builder in the making.  Christopher 
has recently also received a Mind 
Storms Lego set which he has already 
tried to construct into a railway engine 
but sadly the makers of this set didn’t 
include any railway wheels. Not a 
problem. A temporary solution with 
some wagon wheels to help keep it on 
the track, Christopher has experi-
mented with a solution to stop trains 
running up the back of others; an ul-
trasonic sensor is mounted up front.  
Any obstacle the train stops; has any-
one else ever thought of that? 
 
   Allan Smith of Paeroa brought 
along two of his recently built railcars. 
His latest being a Wairarapa type that was built 
to work over the Rimutaka incline. Allan 

showed me some of the parts for this a few 
months ago; Allan had carved out the ends out 

 

Christopher with his lego powered motor unit. An  ultrasonic sensor 
has been fitted to the wagon to stop it running into other trains 
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Allan Smith’s scratch built railcars; At bottom a Clayton Steam Railcar, and in the background a Wairarapa ‘Tin Hare’  

really admire Allan and his free 
lance style of NZR modelling 
which is usually taken from photo-
graphs. His attention to detail is 
amazing and if he doesn’t have the 
information his creation of detail 
is very convincing. Allan is now 
planning to build his fifth railcar; 
an NZGR standard railcar, that’s 
the one with the slopping ends. 
 
   Ken MacDiarmid brought along 
his newly acquired PIKO diesel 
that is known as a red camel. It is a 
large ugly monster that was origi-
nally built for the standard gauge 
railways as a Bo-Bo.  The Harz 
Railway brought 30 of them and 

converted them to Co-Co 3 axel bogies intend-
ing them to replace the 2-10-2s. There was such 
an outcry over ending steam the policy was re-
versed and now two are kept to run goods and 
maintenance trains. I was very disappointed Ken 

 

Chas Hoskins LGB Zilatel crossing a bridge. 

of a solid piece of Totara. They were first in-
tended to be moulds to vacuum form plastic 
over, but that didn’t work  so he carved the in-
sides out of them (model boat fashion) and they 
then came the front and back pieces instead.  We 
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didn’t bring along the correct 
Harz carriages to run with it. In 
prototype the top of the carriages 
come level with the engine bon-
nets and the cabin towers above 
them hence the name Camel. 
 
   A number of other trains were 
run along with Alf’s Mallet and 
Mogul, Chas Hoskins came 
along with his Zilatel 0-6-2 and 
coal train, Don Oliver ran varied 
numbers of his. Robert Graham 
gave his White Pass train a short 
run before he had to go that I 
missed getting a picture of it.  I 
gave my C&S 2-8-0 [ex LGB 
Mogul] an airing but its electri-
cal pickups were failing to give 
it a smooth run, I need to push 
ahead and convert it to battery power. 
 
    Trains were brought to a stop for afternoon 
tea; then it was time before they all drifted off 
home to hold the AGM. This year the main dis-
cussion was whether we should incorporate the 
group or not and after a number of reasons that 
we should be, it was decided to do so. Ken 
MacDiarmid had done quite a bit of research 

into the incorporated rules and he along with 
Bruce Cropper are to report back to the groups 
Februarys meeting to finalize the outcome. 
 
   Then it was back to the trains, that’s what we 
are here for, till our next interruption; the shared 
BBQ tea. A good number stayed back for an en-
joyable spread.   Then it was time for home, the 
end of another very successful year. 

 

A view showing the extensive and well established garden 

(Sent in by Robert Graham) 
 
Sun. 6th March : Palmerston North Swapmeet, Community Centre, 569 Ferguson St East, 11.00am til 2.00pm Ph. Maurice 
(06)357 9737 email; Colin;;    c.worthington@orcon.net.nz 
                                   
Sat. 16th April: “AUCKLAND CITY COLLECTORS FAIR & HOBBIES EXPO. Freemans Bay Community Centre Cnr. 
Wellington and 52 Hepburn Sts.  Auckland City   from 11.00am  till  3.00pm   email graemeah@orcon.net.nz  phone 
Graeme 09-480 9117 
 
Easter: Palmerston  North, Hobbies Exhibitions and Collectors Fairs www.squareaffair.co.nz 
 
Sun. 24th  July:  Mt.Eden  War Memorial Hall.... Collectors Fair  Dominion Road AKL. 10.00 till 1.00pm. Phone Allan 
09-2724648    Phone  Ross  279 0101 evg.  Auckland Central Model Railway Club    acmrca@xtra.co.nz 

 
Sat. 29th OCTOBER:   AUCKLAND CITY COLLECTORS FAIR & HOBBIES EXPO. Freemans Bay Community Cen-
tre Cnr. Wellington and 52 Hepburn Sts.  Auckland City   from 11.00am  till  3.00pm          email graemeah@orcon.net.nz  
phone Graeme 09-480 9117 
 
 Sun. 6th  November  Mt.Eden  War Memorial Hall.... Collectors Fair  Dominion Road AKL. 10.00 till 1.00pm.  
Phone Allan 09-2724648     Phone  Ross  279 0101 evg.  Auckland Central Model Railway Club    acmrca@xtra.co.nz   

COLLECTORS  FAIRS,  EXPO'S   &  SWAPMEETS   -   2011 
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The Tin Hare 

Text by Allan Smith (Paeroa) 

Photos by Michael Hilliar (Auckland) 

 
   In 1936 the Hutt railway workshops at Wel-
lington built 6 special railcars to work between 
Wellington and Palmerston north over the fa-
mous Rimutaka incline. Officially the were 
called Wairarapa Railcars, but they soon picked 
up the nick-name ‘tin hares’  
    
   It took me six to seven months to scratch build 
my version of the tin hare, a name they were 
generally known by.  I got all my information 
from the 1994 June issue of the New Zealand 
Model Railway Journal to build my version of 
R.M.9 ARAI - TE - URU. This issue contained 
a lot of information and most importantly the 
plan. These plans were enlarged to LGB scale; 
then I made two cardboard templates, for side 
and end views. 
 
   I had obtained a very old large block of dried 
Totora and then cut it down to size from which I 
then shaped the two ends, sides and roof.  I had 
originally intended to vacuum form plastic over 
them but that wasn’t very successful so I then 
hollowed them out model boat fashion instead.  
Using the good old two bog filler, I filled all the 
blues, holes etc.; then once the filler was dry all 
edges were then sanded.  I did have some trou-
ble with only a small area of the Totora with the 
wood resin where the filler wouldn’t take to it, 
so I got around it using araldite there instead. 
 
   My next step was to cut thin beading in white 
plastic in which was then glued on with Aral-
dite to the inside edge of each window so the 
clear plastic windows could be put in from 
the inside later.  Now I painted the outside 
one pink undercoat followed by a dark NZR 
turps based red gloss. I hand brushed the body 
using a chisel ended sable hair sign writing 
brush. 
 
   The floor was made then added to with a 
simple seat design using four pieces of white 
plastic for two sides, back and base which a 
shaped balsa wood to represent the upholstery 
seat cushions. After the seats were made they 
were all then painted a flat colour.  

   I used an old white singlet stuck on the roof 
with araldite and then painted it with a flat white 
undercoat to represent a canvas covering. 
 
   The air vents on top were cut and sliced from 
the bubble packs that you get you pills from and 
a short piece of dowel was glued under the plas-
tic bubble then attached to the roof. 
 
   The cow catchers were made from brass strip 
and brass welding rod. The gap in the middle is 
to clear the raised centre rail that is used by the 
fell locomotives centre engine to grip against 
when ascending the Rimutaka incline and the 
brake vans to brake against when descending. 
 
   All the windows were cut to size and then 
glued in using Araldite. The leaded stained glass 
toilet windows was done by leaving the protec-
tive film on the inside removing the central oval 
and the leaded lines were drawn on the outside 
with a black pen. It took a long time for that ink 
to dry; I will look for something better next 
time. 
 
   On each side of the two front doors the 12 
hand rail knobs were turned on my lathe from 
brass welding rod. 
 
   My favourite motive power being the standard 
LGB motor block, this was mounted up front 
and only a single axle was used for the rear. In 
prototype it was driven by the back axle.  
Well I think I have covered most of the aspects 
of my building this unique railcar.  

 

The interior details in the drivers compartment 
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Two views of Allan Smith’s scratch built railcar, Rm9. NZR built 6 of these special ‘Wairarapa’ railcars which had a sec-
tion missing in the cow-catcher so they could operate over the raised Fell incline rail on the Rimutaka incline.  
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   Not long to go now, next month in fact and we 
get to share with you all our take on this won-
derful hobby of Garden Railways, and as men-
tioned in previous updates, we here in the Wai-
kato are quite unique in how we do things, but 
then you'll have to come along to see for your-
selves. 
 
   I have a few items of interest to cover off this 
month, these being a little bit of house keeping 
and other useful information about our event. 
 
   Firstly, the venue is on Tauwhare Road which 
runs off SH1 at Tamahere just a little south of 
Hamilton. The venue itself is Matangi Hall, and 
is located just over the railway lines from the 
Matangi shops, on the right. In total about 4km 
to the east of SH1. If you get lost you can call us 
at 0211900101 on the day and we'll try and 
guide you in. We plan to open the doors at 8am 
(we are always up early in the Waikato), regis-
trations, welcome etc from 8:30 and into the first 
clinic by 9am!! Don't be late. 
 
   Secondly, we have alluded to various competi-
tions, in fact one has already been won, this was 
the first registration form received, with pay-
ment!! Other competitions include a gravity race 
as per the Auckland convention 2 years ago, to 
be run late Saturday afternoon. Also on the list 

of competitions is going to be a "Whimsical" di-
vision, and a Scratchbuilt "division". These lat-
ter two will be judged by popular vote and the 
forms for that will be included in your "Goodie 
Bags" given out at the beginning of the day. If 
you have items for either of these competitions 
please also bring a label to go with your display 
that includes your name and the model descrip-
tion so that these details can be put on the voting 
forms. Along with the gravity race there will be 
a paper dart competition something like the one 
at Auckland, but this time probably without the 
harassed waitresses. 
 
   Thirdly, there will be opportunities both at the 
hall and at a couple of the layouts on the Sunday 
tour to run your own equipment, therefore, 
please bring something to run. We will be cater-
ing for both track power and live steam. Oh and 
onboard battery power too of course, and 
"spring drive" if you have it.  
 
   We are planning to provide directions in the 
"Goodie Bags" so that the "ladies" can visit 
some of our better and bigger malls instead of 
the railways if there is an interest. This will be 
"self-drive" and will not be a formal part of the 
convention.  
 
   Lastly, for those of you who have yet to make 
up your minds, we will not be able to take regis-
trations received after Thursday the 10th March 
at the extreme latest, polo shirt orders by 12th 
February at the latest, so please, please, if you 
think you might be coming, get those cheques in 
the post ASAP, GROW and the greatest little 
Garden Railway Convention for all of 2011 
await. 
 
GROW and the 2011 Garden Railway Conven-
tion Committee. 
convention2011@clear.net.nz  

GROW 2011 Garden Railway Convention 

Update #5 



The Garden Whistle - February 2011 

Page 9 

Directions to the Matangi 

Country Hall 

 
1. Head south from Hamilton 
along SH1 (Thermal Explorer 
Highway\ Cambridge Road). To-
wards Cambridge 
 

2. At Tamahere is the interchange 
to the airport. 
 

3. Turn left off SH1 and head the 
opposite direction to the airport 
along Tauwhare Road. 
 

4. After crossing the railway line, 
the hall is a short distance on the 
right hand side. 

NZ Garden Railway Convention 

For Sale 

I am selling all my G Scale stuff and intend to run 
only Scale 1 (1:32) and freelance stuff. There are 10 
locomotives, 1 Christmas Train set, 1 full box of un-
used Aristocraft track (20’ dia curve and 36”straight) 
and a large number of cars. Everything is priced to 
sell (at least half price of landed cost in NZ, many as 
low as a third of the cost. All items are in “as new” 
condition, except an Aristo U25 B which is well 
used. Most, if not all, locomotives have sound mod-

ules, some factory fitted and the rest either Phoenix 
or PH Hobbies systems. I suspect, most sound sys-
tems will need new batteries though before they will 
work again as intended. Geoff Hallam has the lot at 
his place for all those who will be attending the con-
vention in the Waikato in March.  All sales for cash 
only (the crinkly stuff) except people who have 
bought stuff from me previously.   

Bert Wettenschwiler (wettebe@xtra.co.nz) 

Right: Another view of 
the drivers compartment 
of  Allan Smith’s Rail-
car (see page 6 for the 
article) 
 
All the drivers controls 
are there and the sharp 
eyed people will note 
there is even an LGB 
parcel stored in the 
guards compartment (at 
the bottom right. 
 
Photo: Michael Hilliar. 
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Sunny Summer Sunday Steam Up 

Text & Photos by John Robinson (Wellington) 

 
   In a first for the Wellington Garden Railway 
Group, our January running afternoon was fo-
cused on live steam, with a bit of battery power 
for good measure.  Ian and Christine Webb 
hosted the afternoon in their warm northerly as-
pect backyard.  If we had been on the south side 
of the house the breeze would have been a tad 
chilly, but thankfully, the day was perfect for 
some great steam plumes and tee shirts. 
 
  Ian’s railway is a non-permanent loop, laid in 
code 200 & code 250 rails to 45mm gauge on 
plywood baseboards.  Non-permanent you ask.  

Well I think Ian’s intention is that the track is to 
be easily relocated to a more permanent location 
in the future.  In the mean time, he has a very 
satisfactory test bed for his fleet. 
 
   Neas Creek station catches your eye as you en-
ter the backyard, a model of Burkes Station in 
16mm (1:19 scale).  Burkes station was a rather 
unusual association of otherwise standard NZR 
buildings near Dunedin, no longer in existence.  
Burkes that is, Dunedin is still there!  Neas 
Creek has a passing loop and two backshunt sid-
ings. 

   The steam up bay doubles as a pass-
ing loop on the opposite side of the gar-
den.  Therefore, the drivers of the live 
steam locos do not just set and forget 
their locos there are some moderate 
grades to be driven. 
 
   While the good turnout of WGRG 
members drifted in, Ian ran his recently 
complete battery powered Bush jigger 
that ran well until the smoke unit gave 
some teething troubles, I look forward 
to seeing this in action again.  Next up 
Ian steamed his worked over Accucraft 
Shay, once the cylinder priming has 

An Accucraft live steam  Shay arrives at ‘Neas Creek’ , modelled on the NZR ‘Burkes’ Station near Dunedin. 

 

Ian attending to his Accucraft Shay at Neas Creek Station 



cleared, as is usual for this model, it just 
purrs along with a decent length log 
train behind.  I tried to pull the train on 
its own; it was a fair weight! 
 
   As Ian got his Accucraft NG16 
Garrett ready Murray Bold steamed his 
Roundhouse Lady Anne, named Lady 
Louise.  I was not game to ask who 
Louise was as his wife Janice was with 
him, gulp.  Luckily, Ian got steam 
raised on the NG16 thus distracting me 
from asking embarrassing questions.  
What a loco the NG16 is, even more 
impressive on the track that the video 
clips of the model I had seen on the 
internet.  I did not take too many pic-
tures of it in steam; I think I was mesmerized 
watching all the valve gear in action. 
 
   Chris Drowley steamed his LGB Aster Frank 
S that is running better and better the longer 
Chris has it.  The “standard” LGB electric Frank 
S is a rather desirable model, and even more so 
in live steam.  Chris also steamed his Accucraft 
Forney, another tasty model.  These recent Ac-
cucraft steamies are based on improved Ameri-
can Ruby’s with English Edrig type cylinders if 
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I remember correctly, and they would make ex-
cellent entry-level live steam loco. 
 
   The last loco in steam was, as Ian described it, 
“the brown thing”, an Ian Pearse Leek and 
Manifold "E.R. Calthrop" fitted with a Summer-
land's chuff pipe”.  Sadly, a number had left by 
the time this steamed and missed hearing the 
solid chuff generated by the Summerlands 
Chuffer chuff pipe.  The Pearse locos are per-
haps best described as the next step up from 

 

If the coal merchant had turned around he would seen Chris Drowley's ‘Frank S’ pulling into Neas Creek 

Accucraft NG16 Garret pulling a train of scratch built wagons  



Roundhouse models, i.e. top 
of the line, and Ian’s E.R. 
Calthrop certainly ran ac-
cordingly.  I would be 
chuffed to have one.  (Sorry 
but had to get the line in 
somewhere!) 
 
   As you will see from the 
photo’s Ian has a most im-
pressive line up of scratch 
and kit build rolling stock 
for his live steamers to haul.  
Perhaps best to quote some 
information  Ian gave me to 
tell you more on his rolling 
stock: -  
“All the stock is 16mm 
(1/19).  I thought the NZR 
carriages would be too big in 
that scale but they are virtu-
ally the same size as the 
Welshpool carriages.  The 
carriages were scratch built 
from early NZ plans.  I had 
been hunting about for 
something interesting to 
model and come across 
some plans in an old NZ 
model railway journal.  They 
interested me as a modelling 
project.  Each of the coaches 
is different and one is a bird-
cage.  The passenger guards/
luggage van is freelance be-
cause I wanted duckets and I 

thought NZ did not 
use them. After 
building it, I came 
across loads of pho-
tos of very similar 
wagons complete 
with duckets! The 
transporter wagon is 
Leek and Manifold 
built from GRS kits. 
 
   The goods wagons 
are all scratch built 
from Welshpool 
plans with the excep-
tion of the 6 wheeler, 
which is from South-
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Ian's scratch built batter powered bush jigger rail truck There is a smoke generator  
powering the twin exhaust stacks. The front end is a Model T Ford 



short but did not fancy building more - been 
there done that, solved the problems - so I 
bought the two consists from our German friend 
and cut down yet another tree in the garden.” 
 
   So apart from the usual banter, absorbing of 
ideas and inspiration, consumption of Chris-
tine’s yummy fruitcake and coffee, there’s not 
much more to say than a jolly good day was had 
by all.  You will find some more pictures from 
the day here    http://www.gscalecentral.co.uk/f/
m112720.aspx   and you can see the NG16 and 
E.R. Calthrop in action on YouTube at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJ1iGoniVfc  

wold plans, if I 
remember cor-
rectly.  (I fan-
cied the chal-
lenges of a 
Clemson but 
W&L did not 
run one).  I 
m o d e l l e d 
Welshpool be-
cause I had the 
plans and they 
ran the largest 
selection of roll-
ing stock on any 
British narrow 
gauge.  Parts are 
from Brand-
bright and GRS.  
Most of the metalwork tidily bits are scratch 
built and I did a bit of moulding in plastic resin 
too.  All stock is built on Jarrah framework (ex 
flooring from a car assembly plant in Petone).  
Much mass-producing went on, together with 
sharpening of saw blades!  All other woodwork 
on the wagons is Kauri (ex kitchen bench 
top found on a rubbish heap).  Carriage sides are 
marine ply, (which I had to buy!). 
 
   The first two logging trucks were purchased 
from Gartenbahnparts.com.   The remainder 
were scratch built from plans published in a Ca-
nadian pamphlet.  They were my first foray into 
railway scratch building and saw off a large 
chunk of Totora that was lying about doing 
nothing.  They are accurate, fully detailed repro-
ductions.  I decided the logging train was too 
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Ian's Pearse Leek & Manifold E.R. Calthrop with scratch built NZR coaches  

The guard reads the paper while waiting for the next assignment at Neas Creek 



The Garden Whistle - February 2011 

Page 14 

Trains are in his Blood  

by Sue Newman 

 
 
   Under the rhubarb, past the potatoes and 
through the corn, into the shunting yard, Kerry 
Paterson's train and carriages run another Circuit 
around his garden.  
 
   Walk into his backyard and you'll think you've 
walked into Lilliput land. There, nestled among 
beautifully tended gardens, alongside an im-
maculate lawn, trams and carriages are running  
along a series of swooping tracks. starting and 
completing their journey in an immaculate in-
door railyard.   
 
   It's perfect, it looks like the real thing. All 
that's missing is the noise - the size. The garden 

is human size, the trains and their tracks are not. 
It's a garden railway, a perfect replica of the real 
thing in absolutely every way.   
 
   He doesn't like to admit it, but Kerry's a rail 
nut. He was hooked the day he was given his 
first train set and with a grandfather and father 
both making a living with New Zealand Rail, he 
says he didn't really have a chance. He did man-
age to escape a career in rail, but instead it's ab-
sorbed much of his spare time. 
 
   "When it's in your blood, it's in your blood."  
 
   He bought his home in 2001, mainly because 

 

A world of magic in his backyard  -  Kerry Paterson with his scenic garden railway. Photo: Cameron Rooney 201210CR189.  

Reprinted from the Ashburton Guardian Newspaper (28/12/2010)...  
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it had a huge - and very overgrown - backyard. 
Where friends and family saw only rank, over-
grown grass, he visualised a garden railway. 
And today, that's exactly what he has, perfect 
down to the tiniest detail.  
 
   But like all enthusiasts, Kerry says his garden 
railway is a continually changing feast, a work 
in progress. It's the second railway on the prop-
erty. The first didn't meet his exacting standards, 
its replacement is three years old and in his eyes, 
there's still work to do.  
 
   At first glance you don't notice that his back-
yard houses a railway track. The first clue is a 
rustle among the flowers, a stirring in the vege-
tables. And then the landscape comes to life as 
an engine and carriages rattle over a bridge, an-
other flies round a bend, lined with flowers in 
full bloom.  
 
   The tracks appear to have simply grown from 
the earth. They haven't. More than 300 barrow 
loads of hand-mixed-concrete, countless steel 
reinforcing rods, 110 metres of track and three 
years of blood, sweat and tears have been spent.  
 
   The garden railway comes complete with its 
own name, Ashburton Forks Railway and With 
its own life size railway signs - legally bought.  
 
   Some of his engines and rolling stock have 
been bought ready to run, most, however, have 
been carefully built in his workshop. He's even 
created Thomas and Percy of Thomas the Tank 
Engine fame for his girls.  
 
   He's not an engineer, by trade he's a brick-
layer, but he said he's always had a bit of a me-
chanical bent.  
 
   "You get the instinct to build. I've always been 
into things like Lego."  
  
   Few people know what a treasure Kerry has at 
the bottom of his garden, but he plans to change 
that. Once the railway is running to his high 
standards he's keen to open it up by appoint-
ment.  
 
   "As well as giving people pleasure, I want to 
try and promote this as a hobby to young peo-
ple." he said.  

   There's about a year's worth of extras he wants 
to add before he welcomes visitors, but he hopes 
to have the garden rail ready to view by Christ-
mas 2011.  
 
   It's not a cheap hobby, with each ready-made 
loco costing up to $500 and he's got close to 100 
garden rail pieces. Add on his model rail collec-
tion and the investment mounts up.  
 
   The pieces are all replicas from the days of 
steam. And that's as it should be for a man who 
has his steam engine ticket from the days when 
he hauled the lines at the Plains Railway and 
who once drove a traction engine.  
 
   He lays no claim to the gardens the railway 
winds through, his wife Crisma is the gardener, 
he's the trimmer when bits of foliage threaten 
the passage of his beloved trains. But it doesn't 
matter who does the work, the impact is huge.  
 
   "It's amazing to watch people who're not into 
trains. They come round and are wowed by see-
ing them running around the garden."  
 
   Currently, the couple's daughters, aged four 
and three, are excited spectators, but Kerry 
hopes they'll follow the family's railway tradi-
tion. The garden railway is definitely there to 
stay, the concrete, reinforced steel and Ruapuna 
boulders will see to that, and so is Kerry. He's 
invested too much energy into its creation to 
consider moving house.  
 
   "They'll be carrying me out of here in a box." 
he said.  
 
   Having a family might mean a beautifully kept 
landscape for the garden rail but it also means 
Kerry no longer has as much time as he once did 
to spend on his hobby. He's not complaining. 
The groundwork is done - house extended and 
large hobby shed that doubles as the shunting 
yard, rail yard and switch board, built and 
equipped,  
 
   Because he lives in the rail garden. Kerry takes 
what he's created pretty much for granted.  
 
   "This is what I do. I can't see the progress, but 
when people react, that's a real reward."  
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Club Events and Contacts 

Auckland: 
 

Saturday 12 February: Pot luck dinner and trains at Ken and Elizabeth MacDiarmid’s, 1pm. till 
midnight. wet or fine, 10 Savoy Rd., Glen Eden. 
 

Club Contact: Auckland 45mm Gauge Model Railway Group.  
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 hilliar@clear.net.nz 
 

Waikato: 
 

(no scheduled meeting in January). 

Saturday 5 February: Andy Whyman, 399 Ma-
tangi Road, Matangi 

12 & 13 March: GROW Convention in Hamil-
ton!! 
 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Wai-
kato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-
0059. gscale@clear.net.nz 
 

Wairarapa: 
 

Sunday 27 February: Ian and Ann Galbraith  
41 Skeets Road RD 8 Masterton. 
 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. C/-  
Murray Clarke, 4 Taylor Street, Carterton. Ph 06 379 
7659. 
 

Wellington: 
 

Sunday 13 February: Brian Cashmore's Lyndi Railway in Linden from 1:30pm  
12 & 13 March: NZ Garden Railway Convention hosted by GROW, Matangi County Hall, Waikato 
 

Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  
 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group Incorporated.  www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/wgrg.htm 
C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington  5249 Ph 0274 427 160 jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 
 

Christchurch: 
 

Sunday 6 February:  BBQ; Karl Arnesen 460a Marine Parade. 12noon BYO lunch  
12 & 13 March: NZ Garden Railway Convention hosted by GROW, Matangi County Hall, Waikato 
Sunday 27 March: Don’s work. 1 pm. Get club layout ready for April model train show. 
9 & 10 April: ChCh Big Model Train Show, Pioneer Stadium, Lyttelton Street. 
All running afternoon’s 1-4pm. If weather looks doubtful, please phone host to check if meeting is still on.  
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240 
Chairperson: Michelle Leigh.  Email: kevinandmichelle.leigh@paradise.net.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Society and features  news  
from various G scale clubs in New Zealand. 
Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above.  
Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate  jpg attach-
ments. 
 
Editor: Glen Anthony. 59 Colombo Street, Christchurch 8022. Email: glen.bren@paradise.net.nz 

 

2011 NZ GARDEN RAILWAY  

CONVENTION 
 

12 & 13 March 2011 

Matangi Country Hall 
 

Waikato 
Email: convention2011@clear.net.nz 

http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/waikato2011.htm 
 

Registration forms available on the website 


