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Some whimsy on The Taita Gorge Railway 
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Part 2 

The construction side of this project is now completed.  
I ended up manufacturing a couple of additional 
wagons, 2nd box wagon and tanker giving me a rake of 
seven in total.  

Off to Bunning’s for some quick dry spray paint, 
selected a grey spray primer to start just to make 
covering that yellow easier, chocolate brown, two 
shades of grey, (light for roofs and darker for one of 
the box wagon bodies), and satin black (this never goes 
amiss). Picked a lovely fine weekend and into the 
painting full steam ahead. After the primer was applied 
selected the colours for the various wagons and two 

Making an English Train from German Rolling Stock 
By Chris Drowley 



Page 3 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

hours later, using coffee breaks as the quick drying 
time, the base colours were applied.  

Next day quick masking of the bodies and the under-
frames got a satin black applied. Couple of weeks 
later on a very wet Saturday popped over to Wayne 
Haste’s and the simple decal numbers got applied. 
Typical spring, the next day was a beautiful sunny 
day so a Testors dull coat was applied to seal and 
protect the decals plus removed the “shiny” paint 
finish and onto the track for the first run behind my 
Lady Anne.  As you can see I now have a handsome 
rake of “English” rolling stock to finish off my Lady 
Anne train.  

With these being so successful and now I have the 
pattern worked out I may even manufacture a couple 
more box wagons. (I also model 00 and as everyone 
knows you can never have enough box wagons.) 
Now for some more fine weekends and I’ll be off to 
a couple of local layouts for more test runs 
(playtime).  

Happy to answer any questions if anyone else is keen 
to have a go, drop me an email 
cdrowley@xtra.co.nz.   

Thank you all for circulating the registration form about the 2013 Auckland Garden Railway Convention.  We 
have already had registrations, which eases the last minute pressures on the organising committee. 

The Evening meal on the Saturday Night is being catered by the Spit Roast Company and will be cooked and 
served at the Tirimoana School Hall.  If you have any problems with diet please let us know so that alternatives 
can be sorted. For Example one of the meat dishes includes garlic. 

We also have to submit final numbers for dinner on the 21st of January, the Monday morning prior. 

Secondly 

We had a query concerning pricing.  The Saturday night dinner is included in the $75 registration fee. 

Partners who register for the whole convention pay $75 and that includes the card making clinic, if they wish to 
participate rather than go on the Saturday afternoon layout tour. But please tick yes so that Carol can get the 
correct number of kits available 

If your partner is only attending on Saturday afternoon for the craft clinic, and the evening meal you only pay for 
the dinner ( $30), and clinic ($15) . Total $45 

Thank you all for your attention and help 

Garden Railway Convention Update 
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A story to outline my Te Ngutu Tramway Co. (T.N.T 
Co.) 

"Humble Beginnings" 

For some time I had always wanted a garden railway, 
so when the chance arose last year to purchase an LGB 
starter set, I jumped at it, soon becoming the proud 
owner of a delightful LGB Stainz and its attendant 
wagons. 
There was much excitement the day the box arrived, 
both father and children bursting to see the train, so we 
set up the loop of track on the deck and soon enough 
everyone was being mesmerised by the little engine 
endlessly chasing its tail. 
Having gained official sanction from my better half 
that the train could go in the garden somewhere, dis-
cussions were broached on just what part of the garden 
we could develop into a railway, but it wasn’t until this 
spring that the train set was removed from its winter 
slumber in the shed and planning fully began. 

After exploring many ideas and locations, we eventually 
settled on utilising a small area of the garden that con-
sidered out of the way and a bit of wasted space other-
wise unloved. 
One sunny afternoon in early November I set about 
clearing out weeds, leaf litter and small branches that 
had accumulated in the garden, deposited over time by 
the towering gum trees that stand above along our 
northern fence line. Some agapanthus plants were 
growing in a row, almost like an island in the middle of 
the garden and bought on the idea that the loop of 
track could go around them, the leaves of the plants 
forming a natural tunnel along one side.   
I got the track out the boxes and spent some time lay-
ing it out in different configurations and directions 
around the garden, eventually settling on its current 
east – west orientation, parallel with the boundary 
fence, which has left scope for future expansion and 
time and funds allow.  

Te Ngutu Tramway Co. 
Andrew Hamblyn 
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The garden beds are lined with small stones, put down 
by the previous owners of the property, so levelling the 
ground for the track was almost unnecessary, and has 
given a good firm base for the track. Following various 
research missions on the internet I have decided that 
the track will “float” in ballast like the real thing.  Some 
“gap 7” or similar “fines” will eventually be applied to 
give the track a more finished look and allow fine tun-
ing of levels to smooth out the running. 

And the name?  
Having always been a fan of the freelance model rail-
road world, I had a bit of fun dreaming up a semi real-
istic story about a tram line built in the area from the 
NZR connection at Normanby out into the local back 
country to access the great stands of trees in the valleys 
beyond. While the bush was being cleared it was soon 
discovered that the land held rich resources of lime and 
clay, which soon became the railways main commodity. 

Not far from here is a somewhat historical local Maori 
landmark called Te Ngutu O Te Manu, located in an 
area of South Taranki not far west of Normanby.  Te 
Ngutu was the scene of some fierce confrontations 
where the staunch anti-colonist Maori chief Titokow-
aru and his forces fought the invading European forces 
in 1868, eventually shooting dead Major Gustavus von 
Tempsky, and ultimately 24 of his troops in a battle 
heralded as one of the worst settlement war defeats by 

the colonist armies. 
With a bit of whimsy in the air, the name Te Ngutu 
Tramway Company was coined for the railway, or 
T.N.T for short.  
Plans for the future are still forming, but I do know I 
would like to build a siding or two and a crossing loop 
to add some operational interest.   
Until then. 

January 4‐6 2013 Annual Model Train show, Mt Maunganui College  
January 26‐27 2013 7th NZ Garden Railway Conven on 
 Tirimoana School Hall  Glendene Auckland 
March 2‐3 2013 N I Model Expo, Wanganui 
June 1‐3 2013 AMRA Conven on, Palmerston North 
June 5‐9 2013 29th Na on Garden railway Conven on, Cincinna , Ohio, USA 
October 19‐20 2013  Rail 150 Christchurch Big Model Train Show 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
November 7‐10 2013  29th Pokaka Cultural Convoca on 

Coming Events 



Page 6 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

 This is a drawing (sheet 1 of 7) of an engine which was once used by the public works department. 
I drew this up recently. The parts are detailed on a set of drawings which consists of 7 sheets A3 size. 
I have a number of drawings, of engines, which might be interesting. 
If you are interested in this or other drawings please contact me by email. Julius De Waal     dewaal@xtra.co.nz 
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Aristo Craft released the Revolution, with “Generic 
Diesel” Sound receivers in October. 

The new receivers come with a socket, for non P n P 
installations, a linking switch and cable, speaker cable 

with plugs and the 
usual auxiliary loom. 

I removed the 
original receiver from 
my Aristo Craft FA 1 
and installed the new 
“Generic Diesel” 
sound rece iver .  
Selecting the FA 1 on 
the transmitter and 
bringing up the 
“Assign Functions” 
menu then down to 
“Linking”, pressing 
the link switch and 
the Enter button had 
t h e  r e c e i v e r 
p r o g r a m m e d .  
Function 1 was 
c h a n g e d  t o 
“Latch ing”  and 
testing was begun. 

The locomotive was 
placed on a rolling 
road and forward/
reverse and fast/slow 
operated as before. 

Function 1 turned 
the sound on with 7, 
8 and 9 controlling 
the volume. (7 
loudest and 9 lowest 
level) 

Function 2 operates 
the ‘Bell” for 8 
“dings” each time the 
button is pressed.  
Function 3 sounds 

The New Revolution Receiver with “Generic Diesel” Sound 
Report and photos: Ian Galbraith 

Above: The Original Revolution receiver installed in the Aristo Craft FA 1 
Below: The new “Generic Diesel” sound receiver installed in the Aristo Craft FA 1 
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the horn giving three long and two short blasts each 
time it is triggered. 

A speaker, (90mm x 50mm was obtained from Jaycar 
(Cat: AS3025) and fitted in the fuel tank. 

Following the bench testing a 3.6metre length of track 
was set out on the concrete path and several runs back 
and forth were recorded on video. 

The video may be viewed on You Tube:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyzNDz-
alHY&list=UUlfB_Qvyyg9zkDUWL7mRFhA&ind
ex=1&feature=plcp 

The results were pleasing. 

From the Aristo Craft “Insider”, November/
December newsletter: “We’ve added a great generic 
diesel sound and will shortly have a steam sound that 
can be downloaded from the Internet along with future 
upgrades to the transmitter software itself. This will be 
done wirelessly from a computer port to the 
transmitter or loco of choice and these update boards 
will be in stock shortly .” 

Over the weekend 10-11 November, at the Pokaka 
Cultural Convocation, I installed receivers and batteries 
in two Aristo Craft dash 9 locomotives.  These were 
installations 51 and 52 that have been completed to 
date. 

The Aristo Cra  FA 1 fi ed with a Revolu on “Generic Diesel” sound receiver.  As a test, the locomo ve ran 
for 2½ hours, with the sound on.  The locomo ve is powered by 16 2500mAh NiMh AA size ba eries 

A video of the running including the three sound levels may be viewed here: 

h p://youtu.be/IAuwx_PEY8Y  

A bit of sad news from Ingo Richter, Wolfgang Richter’s son, via Ron Gibson.   
Wolfgang Richter passed away on 21 November 2012 
I met and had spent some time with Wolfgang in 2000. He was one of the nice guys.  We exchanged letters at 
Christmas time and were on the phone on many occasions.  He always helped me in a generous way when I had 
some special need in my model building.  To me he is the father, not only of LGB, but of Garden Railroading as 
we know it.  I will miss him.  

Notes of condolence may be sent to:  wolfgang.lgb.richter@outlook.com 
Werner Grundmann 

Wolfgang Richter 
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Unfortunately rain stopped play for the 
afternoon at Gavin’s layout today.  I was the 
only visitor and Gavin kindly showed me his 
layout, describing its development from a 
simple oval 14 years ago to the extensive 
layout he now presides over.  He also 
described his plans for extending the layout – 
it is impressive now but will be even more so 
when his ideas are incorporated. 

Gavin operated his layout to give me an 
opportunity to take some photos, positioning 

his trains at various locations, and providing 
advice on angles and exposure settings, to 
provide me with plenty of opportunities to 
practice my developing skills for that unique 
task of obtaining good photos of small scale 
trains.  I did not realise there was a spot of 
rain on the lens – it shows in some of the 
images.  Anyway, I have attached a selection 
of these photos for you to use and hope that 
I have done Gavin’s layout justice. 

Many thanks to Gavin for his hospitality. 

(Cover photo also John Seward) 

Taita Gorge Railway - Sunday 11 November 2012 
Report & Photos: John Seward 
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 The Aristo-Craft’s Crest division manufactures a Train 
Radio Control system based on the Zigbee 2.4G radio 
system. The first version of this system consisted of a 
radio transmitter the size of a mobile home land line 
phone and a 5amp receiver about 60 by 35mm or with 
the non plug and play board about 45 by 70mm. 

The new version of the receiver now has sound for an 
additional $30.00. The sound receiver is said to be Ge-
neric Diesel, unfortunately it is a Generic American 
Diesel. It would have been so easy for them to have 
made a true generic unit but no it has to have a bell and 
horn which plays automatically. British locomotives do 
not have bells. They have made it into a toy train sound 
type unit. To be fair the advertising says that the 
sounds will be on screen selectable and new sounds will 
be downloadable.  Looking at the receiver it is not clear 
how the sounds will be loaded into the receiver and the 
new transmitters do not seen to have any menu option 
for sound. Let’s hope it does become possible else this 
feature will be only usable for those running American 
locomotives and we have to pay for it whether we want 
it or not. 

The Sound Receiver 

The sound receiver has two extra sockets and supplied 
leads, one for the speaker and one for the chuff trigger 
for steam sound when it comes available. The speaker 
lead is terminated at the other end for installing in Aris-
to-Craft locomotives. The small Linking switch is re-
moved making it necessary to plug in the external link-
ing switch to link to the transmitter.  A non plug and 
play board to mount the receiver which has screw 
down terminals is provided for when you are installing 
into a non Aristo-Craft locomotive. The screw down 
terminals provides for input power, output to motor 
and to control the lighting on the front and rear of the 
locomotive. The other board is to control a smoke unit. 

The receiver has 6 switched outs as the non sound unit 
but three of those switched outputs are used for sound 
control, 1 for on/off sound, 2 for the bell and 3 for the 
horn sound. When you are not using sound you can 
still use all the 6 outputs. 

Installation. 

I installed the receiver into a Aristo-Craft Class 66 lo-
comotive. Yes I know it’s a European locomotive but 

it’s all I had avail-
able. By the way 
the Loco is for 
sale. 

Being a Aristo-
Craft locomotive 
this is a plug and 
play operation. 
Take out a 12 
screws and re-
move the top 
from the base and 
plug the receiver 
into the socket 
and attach the 
speaker cable and 
it is ready to run.  

Review of  the new Revolution Sound Receiver. 
From Lloyd Dickens Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. 

Plug & Play Socket ready for installation of receiver 
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If you want to be able to link the receiver to another 
transmitter with out removing the top there is also a 
linking plug you can plug in. It would then be necessary 
to drill a 6mm hole somewhere to mount it. 

So what does it sound like. 

The sound seems to be recorded digital sound not syn-
thetic; the bell sound is good too . The horn and bell 
sounds are nice but with only one of each available you 
have to put up with a very long horn sequence and a 
quite long bell sequence. Ideal I assume for American 
layout. The diesel sound is good but at least one of our 
group thinks it’s a bit thin. This could be the speaker 
not having enough bass, a real problem with small 
speakers, in this case about 75mm by 50mm.  

The sound is considered by our group to be far too 
loud even on the lowest level. The level of sound  has 
three levels controlled by the transmitter. 

The transmitter can also 
turn off the sound and 
sound the bell and the 
horn independently.  

On start from stationary 
at about 20% speed the 
bell and horn sounds 
automatically.  

It is possible to avoid 
this by turning off the 
sound and running the 
locomotive speed up to 

above 20% then running it 
down till the locomotive is 

stationary then turning on the sound and moving off. 
On stopping a brake sound is heard. 

The sound level problem can be solved with a resister 
in the speaker lead, value to be determined by trial and 
error but probably between 8 and 22 ohms. 

I think this is a great advance for the Revolution system 
as it offers low cost sound that is of reasonable quality. 
If you paid $250 for your Phoenix system stick with it, 
this Revolution system is no match. 

We now hope that Aristo-Craft do turn out more 
sounds and at least one for the Class 66 locomotive. 
This more English European horn sound and no bell 
will improve the acceptability for English diesels.   

We had two Class 66 Locomotives running on our Oc-
tober running day with Revolution sound. Great but 
may be a little loud. 

Receiver installed in Plug & Play socket 

The completed installation in the Class 66 
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Ashburton Forks Railway would like to invite all members to the CGRS to the December 
meet on the 16th at 132 Melcombe St, Tinwald, just South of  Ashburton. We are going to 
start this running day at 11.00am, there will be a BBQ available for you to cook on, please 

bring your meat & extras etc. for your lunch. There will be limited salad & bread 
provided by the hosts. Tea, coffee & cool drinks will be available throughout the day. 

There is also a swing & slide set for the kids to play on with a lolly scramble mid 
afternoon!!  

So don't forget to bring a train, an Alco White Pass loco, or a project to talk over see you 
all then.  

The Brookwater Line rises like the Phoenix 

Brain Allison reports:  

Since the demise of the 'Blackridge Line' and our 
subsequent move from earthquake ravaged Brooklands, 
I was determined that a new railway at our new house 
in Northwood would not involve the years of 
work  that I had put into the Blackridge Lines. I was 
fortunate to find a plant nursery/landscape design 
company that seemed to understand, pretty well, what I 
was after.........not many would be asked to design an 
outdoor railway!  

Plans and prices were set in September and work finally 
commenced in mid-October. After three days work 

with the digger, the sloping bank at the back of our 
section was carved out and levelled to a depth of 50cm 
above lawn level, and the 8 tonnes of hapuku boulders 
were carefully placed to provide the 'retaining' walls for 
the layout perimeter, as well as some T & G timber to 
add something a little different. 

The over-all space available for the layout is 12.5 
metres by 4 metres, and I envisage 2 simple ovals of 
track plus sidings. The landscaping within the layout is 
yet to be decided but I hope to incorporate a pond/
bridge/hill.  Track laying should begin soon and I hope 
to be running in January 2013 
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What a moody year 
it has been.. 

We had a running 
day planned at 
Charlie Collinson’s 
place this month, 
with kick-off at 
1pm.  Well at 1pm I 
was still at home, it 
was raining fit-to-
bust, and the wind 
had turned from a 
warm Norwester 
into a nippy 
Southerly.  

I  a r r i ved  a t 
Charlie’s around 
1.30pm expecting 
a washout.  Any 
sensible person 
would have been 
inside out of the 
cold, but no there 
were a handful of 
hardy souls there 
encouraging the 
rain to beat a hasty 
retreat. Whatever 
they were saying it 
seemed to be 
working… 

Meanwhile there 
w a s  a n 
e n t h u s i a s t i c 
discussion going 
on about the 
noises made by 
‘generic diesel 
sound’ on Aristo 
Craft/Crest’s New 
R e v o l u t i o n 
Receiver.  As Lloyd 
is planning to write 

RUNNING DAY AT CHARLIE COLLINSON’S LAYOUT 

Report & Photos: Warren Stringer 

Lloyd Dickens, Dean Ellicock, Jim McIntyre and Charlie Collinson 
on maintenance duty 
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an article about this for the 
Garden Whistle I will say no more 
on the subject.   

Well it was not too long before the 
rain had shot through and out 
came the locos. It was going to 
be a diesel-running session.  
Dean’s Class 66 EWS and 
Lloyd’s Class 66 Veolia were first 
out of the blocks, followed closely 
by Charlie’s FA 1.   

Charlie has been doing a bit of re-
grading and track maintenance 
recently, so the first order of 
business was to check out the 
ride quality.. initial verdict – not 
bad, but needs a bit of tweaking 
for reliable running.  Sounds 
familiar doesn’t it – its like a G-
Gauge anthem really – just a bit 
more tweaking and she will be 
right. 

So with the locos performing well 
out came the rolling stock. Dean 
had his lovely rake of continental 
container wagons in action. Lloyd 
worked up from a single box car 
(alias the power car), to a rake of 
flat cars. Charlie also opted for a 
container load. 

Those trains ran round and round 
until their batteries eventually 
gave out.  Not surprisingly there 
were a few hiccups with 
derailments on the newly laid 
t r a c k  s e c t i o n s  a n d  t he 
maintenance gang was working 
away with ‘just a bit more 
tweaking’… 

We finally concluded that it would 
be very handy to have a track 
bender when laying down new 
curved track.  Ian, please come 
back to Carterton.. we miss your 
track bender…LOL… just kidding 
mate. 

Lloyd’s Class 66 Veolia at 
Collinson Station 

Two Class 66 locomotives  making American diesel noises 
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I motorized a VW delivery vehicle made by Solido and 
put on narrow gauge rails . The rear axel is powered 
over a worm drive by a vertically mounted, single 
ended motor. The VW runs on a set of old 12 V NiCad 
batteries, salvaged from a broken-down hand drill. 12 
Volts move it at a leisurely scale speed of about 40 km/
h. The model is a little large in scale, but on the track it 
look OK.  

It came as a Coca Cola van, that name was removed. It 
is now a modern speeder. While I was at it, I fixed it up 
with a couple of little trailers.  After 3 hours of running, 

the batteries were still going 
strong, I never did find out, 
how long it will run on a single 
charge, I just gave up. When I 
have the pick-ups installed on 
the wheels it will run on track 
power as well. All the lights 
have LEDs behind them, even 
in both trailers are operating 
taillights.  

This project does not claim to 
represent any particular 
prototype. I did it just for fun.  

Isn't that what it is all about?. 

On the Workbench in Canada 
Report & Photos: Werner Grundmann 
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Auckland Garden Railway Convention 

January 26th & 27th 2013 

Tirimoana School Hall  

34 Kokiri Street,  Te Atatu South, 0610 
 

Registration Includes: 
Saturday 26th January:  Hall open from 8.00am 
 Registration and workshops in the Hall lunch in the Hall 
 Visits to layouts 
 Talk on Sandstone Estates (South African Railways) 
 Spit Roast dinner. 
 

Sunday 27th January:  AM: Visits to layouts lunch in the Hall 
 Workshops & Clinics 
 4 pm  Finish at Tirimoana School Hall 

Morning and afternoon tea / coffee and refreshments will be served both days. 
Club Layout will be up and running in the hall on both days 

Show and tell table Private Sales Table  

What's On? 
Paul Woods (Whangarei) will deliver two talks; 3 dimensional Rapid Prototyping and laser cutting scale 
timber.  He will also have samples of his 1-24th scale coupler and laser cut kits for display  
John Reinecke and Derek Cooper will talk on building a Roundhouse Steam engine and on running 
live steam. 
Elizabeth Osborne from Top Mark Products, www.topmark.co.nz will talk on rubber moulds and cast-
ings. 
Robert Langholm will run a workshop on Bonsai trees and he will have some for sale. 
John Reinecke will give an illustrated talk on South African preserved steam (Sandstone Estates) before 
the Included  dinner on Saturday evening. 

Ladies Craft Clinic, Spot Prizes and  Early Registration Prizes will be awarded 

 
Limited Private Billeting is available – please enquire  

Please note that the organisers may have to make changes due to circumstances beyond their control  
Registration Form attached 
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The Christchurch club November meeting was hosted 
by Kabita Whale and was the opening of her new 
railway. There have been hours and hours of work put 
into its creation. The land all started as flat land on 
their rural property at Motukarara, 20km outside 
Christchurch on the road to Akaroa. The flat land has 

grown up into some rocky 
mountains – all hand made by 
Kabita using polystyrene and 
concrete, and finished in a red- 
brown colour. At its highest 
point, the line is about waist 
height, which is just great for 
setting up your train at the 
station.  From there the line 
drops down through a large figure 
8, and twists through a rocky 
pass, crosses an area set aside for 
a long trestle bridge before 
climbing up through another 
figure 8 at the other end and back 
to the station again. 

The railway has been designed so the view from the 
house takes in some of the best features. The line can 
be seen twisting in and out of rocky hills, with a good 
view of the trestle bridge feature (when completed).  

It was a very pleasant day with members turning up 
from 11am for a BBQ lunch. A pleasant (or should that 

be hot?) 27deg day greeted us and cold 
drinks were the order of the day!  We had 
over 31 people turn up. Encouraging is the 
fact that we continue to pick up new 
members. Three new members came along 
after making enquiries at the model train 
show last month.  Welcome to Daniel, Alf 
and Ray. Ray even bought along his engine 
for a run. Way to go! 

Many different trains got a work out, 
ranging in size from the little railcars and 
rail trucks, to an Aristo Craft 2-8-8-2 Mallet 
with 27 wagons.   

Kabita showed us the legs she has been 
making for the long trestle bridge. She 

needs 19 of them and so far she has made 

The Bone/Motukarara Junction 
Report by Glen Anthony 

Andrew Wilson’s 2-8-8-2 Mallet  Photo: Glen Anthony 

One of the nineteen trestle bents  Photo: Glen Anthony 
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11, so she is over half way there. 
Ross Fraser had some carriage sides 
that had been cut out of MDF 
wood using a CNC cutting 
machine. 14 years to think about it, 
4 minutes to draw up using a free 
computer drawing program, and 
40minutes to cut on the CNC 
machine.  

In December we are off to Tinwald 
(Ashburton) for the Christmas 
BBQ at Kerry’s from 11am. Don’t 
forget to bring a chair and some 
trains to run. (if you have a White 
Pass Alco diesel bring that too!).  

Dean Farrow’s 88 Seat Railcar  Photo: Dean Farrow 

Ian Galbraith’s Fa 1  Photo: Bob Reimiller 

Glen Anthony’s Bush tractor  Photo: Glen Anthony 

Graeme Moar’s Freight  Photo: Glen Anthony 

Dennis Lindsay’s 2-8-0  Photo: Glen Anthony 
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John Lammiman’s K27  Photo: John Lammiman 

 

Graeme Moar’s White Pass Alco  Photo: Bob Reimiller 
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January 26‐27 2013 7th NZ Garden Railway Conven on 

Tirimoana School Hall  Glendene Auckland 

Club Events and Contacts  
Auckland:  

Saturday 1st December 2012:  Alf and Rosie’s last garden railway meeting????? 64 Derbyshire Lane, Karaka, 
Papakura. (09)298-7765.  2pm till late [within reason] wet or fine. This is our usual end of year BBQ so if 
intending to stay on please bring a long your favorite slab of meat and a salad and pudding for a shared meal. 
And of course a train to run.  
  
 
 
 
Club Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  
 

Waikato:  
Saturday 1st December 2012.  David Petchey, 11 O’Neill Street, Hamilton 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz  
 

Wairarapa:  
Saturday 8th December-2012 Ken Evans, Ngahape.  Meet clock tower Carters Car Park Carterton 11 am 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   
Ph 06 370 3790.  
 

Wellington:  
Sunday 9th December 2012  Loco Miniature Railway and Gardens, just north of Otaki 
Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group Inc.  
C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249 Ph 0274 427 160 wgtngardenrail@gmail.com  
 

Christchurch:  
 

Sunday 16 December 2012. Kerry Paterson, 132 Melcombe Street, Tinwald, ASHBURTON 
From 11am.  The BBQ will be available for any who wish to use it. If weather looks doubtful, please phone 
host to check if meeting is still on.. Phone: 03 3082277 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  
Chairperson: Don Ellis. Email: don@computercables.co.nz 
 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Society and features news from 
various G scale clubs in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate iden ty and the contact details can be found above.  

Contribu ons of ar cles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
a achments.  

Editor: Lord Ian Galbraith of Glencoe, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.  

Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz  




