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John Robinson’s “Manawanui” visits The Lyndi Railway 
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Well, we had been hoping for a bit of fine weather for 

the weekend and we were in luck on Saturday. While 

the breeze was a bit nippy, when the sun came out she 

was all in all a pleasant day.  

With Andy Whyman quite unwell the meeting had been 

transferred to our place and a bit of work on Friday by 

me and Barry had hopefully got most of the debris 

removed and all the points working. And so it was 

when Geoff led the arrivals on Saturday. Initially we 

had the Stainz battery on board circling the track but 

then as the day went on we saw an American freight 

consist drawn by Grants diesel loco easily handling “the 

rough”. John’s modified 44 tonner also with a mixed 

bag of US cars and Alan’s small shunter with its 

Warehouse train testing the waters. All good.  

The clearances were a little too small for John’s wide 

cabbed loco on the inside track with our station 

platform obstructing progress. Alan’s train took the 

high route with its tight corner and explored the upper 

branch. 

A lot of trains were laid out but did not actually run for 

various reasons. Most of my engines still need to get 

the battery on board set up sorted. Tom Pearce's big 

NZR Tranz Rail Dft diesel shunted around the track 

with its unfinished battery car but some gears will need 

replacing as the play within the leading bogie wheel set  

allowed it to “machine” the main plastic drive gear. 

“She be munted” was the comment!. Another job for 

the engineering team.  

At the end of the day, around 4.30 the blue Stainz was 

still going round with a reduced rake. Pretty good I 

September in the Waikato 
Playing trains on the Ben Rachel Railway,                        Raynor Johnston 

A boot sale I think, Geoff and Stefan 

Grant’s loco on outer track with Stainz on the inner. 
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thought on a single 12 volt gel cell. Out of the wind in 

the Conservatory where it was warm, refreshments 

were served all afternoon. The ladies had a good old 

chat and the chaps topped up. A real nice relaxing day, 

which saw a great turnout when I had only expected a 

few, because both Andy and David were incapacitated. 

So thanks all for coming and bringing refreshments 

. 

 

Bits and pieces the Northerner and the Stainz on the 

inner line.  

The work train disappears around the bend 

Grant’s loco passing under the branch line viaduct 

On the siding 

some heavyweights 

and a loco lash up. 
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Auckland Garden Railway Convention 

January 26th & 27th 2013 

Tirimoana School Hall  

34 Kokiri Street,  Te Atatu South, 0610 
 

Registration Includes: 

Saturday 26th January:  Hall open from 8.00am 

 Registration and workshops in the Hall lunch in the Hall 

 Visits to layouts 

 Talk on Sandstone Estates (South African Railways) 

 Spit Roast dinner. 
 

Sunday 27th January:  AM: Visits to layouts lunch in the Hall 

 Workshops & Clinics 

 4 pm  Finish at Tirimoana School Hall 

Morning and afternoon tea / coffee and refreshments will be served both days. 

Club Layout will be up and running in the hall on both days 

Show and tell table Private Sales Table  

What's On? 

Paul Woods (Whangarei) will deliver two talks; 3 dimensional Rapid Prototyping and laser cutting scale 

timber.  He will also have samples of his 1-24th scale coupler and laser cut kits for display  

John Reinecke and Derek Cooper will talk on building a Roundhouse Steam engine and on running 

live steam. 

Elizabeth Osborne from Top Mark Products will talk on rubber moulds and castings. 

Robert Langholm will run a workshop on Bonsai trees and he will have some for sale. 

John Reinecke will give an illustrated talk on South African preserved steam (Sandstone Estates) before 

the Included  dinner on Saturday evening. 

Ladies Craft Clinic 

Spot Prizes and  Early Registration Prizes will be awarded 

 
Limited Private Billeting is available – please enquire  

Please note that the organisers may have to make changes due to circumstances beyond their control  

Registration Form attached 
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September Visit to the Lyndi Railway 

Report from John Robinson 

We’ve had some pretty heavy rain of late in Wellington 

as winter endeavours to linger into spring, and the day 

before the Wellington Garden 

Railway Group’s running day 

was no better.  So it was 

pleasing to see a clear sky on 

Sunday morning meaning the 

running afternoon at Brian 

Cashmore’s Lyndi Railway 

could continue as planned.  As 

I have commented before 

when recording the WGRG’s 

visit to Brian’s railway, it’s one 

of my favourite railways and 

any running afternoon here is 

not to be missed. 

So what’s new this visit?  

There is always something new 

you see.  The biggest item is 

an absolute beauty, a chateau 

tucked into the back corner 

providing a foil to the winery 

and vineyard that fills the 

foreground.  Brian modelled the 

chateau on one that took his 

fancy in a library book on 

French chateaus.  I recall the 

picture from when he started 

using his eye-ometer to plan the 

build, and I’d say he has 

captured the feel rather well.  

The model is actually a low 

relief building, but the way it sits 

into the corner of the fence 

behind that fact is not 

immediately apparent. 

Using low relief buildings, 

otherwise known as building 

flats is something Brian has 

used in a number of places on 

the railway and is something perhaps more of us should 

use to increase the apparent depth of a scene or to 

John Robinson’s Düb’s A passes the chateau Photo: John Robinson 

Members enjoying the afternoon Photo: John Robinson 
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disguise that ugly neighbour’s fence.  No I don’t know 

your neighbour, I was referring to the fence not your 

neighbour! 

I actually took less photos than 

normal at a running day as firstly 

I was having so much fun driving 

my live steam Manawanui around 

the railway, and secondly enjoying 

the company of mates that the 

afternoon just flew past.  There 

are a few more pictures however 

o n  t h e  w e b  a t 

www.forum.gscalecentral.net/

Lyndi-Railway-Revisited-by-the-

WGRG-m235381.aspx   

Unusual for a running afternoon, 

we didn’t have that many visiting 

trains, but Chris Drowley and I 

did raise steam in amongst Brian’s 

track powered trains.  Chris 

Drowley’s Regner Vincent is such 

a cute wee steamer.  An advantage 

of having visiting stock on your 

railway is they always seem to 

find that spot in your track that 

needs tweaking.  And Vincent 

did just that but with the skilled 

eye of the likes of David Allen a 

little bit of repacking ballast 

here, a slight tweak on a track 

joint there and reliable service 

was resumed. 

There were two regrets for the 

afternoon; the weather did 

gradually deteriorate through 

the afternoon, becoming quite 

cold with rain returning 10 

minutes after everyone left (well 

except our family).  And the 

second regret was something I 

loath doing, I caused a major 

dera i lment  then rapidly 

deployed the great hand from the 

sky causing more carnage.  That would have been not 

so bad but it was right when Brian was proudly 

Brian’s train leaves the Winery Photo: John Robinson 

The winery need a vineyard and pickers Photo: John Robinson 
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The busy station area. Photo: John Robinson 

All Brian’s structures are scratch built. Photo: John Robinson 
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e xp l a i n i n g  t h e 

virtues of garden 

railways to his 

visiting neighbours.  

Oh where was that 

ugly fence to go and 

hide behind – sorry 

Brian. 

With that confession 

off my mind that’s 

about it for the day, 

a p a r t  f r o m 

commenting about 

Diane’s pikelets and 

cream, yum. 

Chris Drowley’s Regner “Vincent Photo John Robinson 

John Robinson’s “Manawanui”. This photo and cover: John Seward 

Michelle Robinson’s IP Engineering tram .Photo: John Robinson 
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On a perfect Spring afternoon many 

members of the Christchurch 

Garden Railway Society met at the 

home of Ross Fraser, owner of The 

Fraser Line in Kaiapoi. 

Ross has spent many hours working 

on the signalling of the railway and 

this was to be a good test.  The 

signalling relied on trains using track 

power, or at least having a lighted 

wagon, for the detectors to work.  

Don Ellis had fitted two wagons with 

lights to enable his battery operated 

train to be detected.  Other battery 

operated trains, not fitted with a load 

across the rails were not able to be 

detected. 

Running  a battery operated 

train meant one had to follow 

a track powered train and 

follow the signals as shown to 

the track powered unit. 

Dennis Lindsay tried to 

demolish the bridge out of the 

shed and the first signal, with 

his battery powered K27.  A 

rather large engine.  The K27 

was a Brass AMS model 

recently converted for battery 

operation. 

A Day on the Fraser Line 

First clean the track, using the patented Ross Fraser Track Cleaner 

Detail showing Track Cleaner 

Track cleaning photos by  

Kerry Patterson 

A very busy yard Photo: Robert den Boestert 
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European steam 

and diesel outline 

locomotives pulled 

trains of various 

lengths throughout 

the afternoon. 

Many thanks to 

Ross for an 

enjoyable day and 

a  d e l i g h t f u l 

afternoon tea. 

Chris Greer’s FA1 A-B-A freight Photo: Robert den Boestert 

Kerry Patterson’s 0-8-0 heads another freight. Photo: Robert den Boestert 

Robert also ran a freight train Photo: Robert den Boestert 
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For Sale 
G Scale Steel Bridge .Five feet long  

( 1.5 metres ). 

Phone Graeme Wood (03 ) 3390901 

 

Dennis Lindsay’s K27 sits in the yard. Photo: John Lammiman 

Don Ellis’s freight  Photo: Robert den Boestert 

Right:  An OOPS! Photo: Robert den Boestert 
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Progress on the Memorial Layout 

The turnouts at the throats of the East and West yards have been 

swapped over to make operation of the Memorial Display Layout easier.  

Trains will be able to enter and leave both yards without having to back in 

when changing trains. 

The town 

scene at the 

bridge end 

of the layout 

will have 

potted trees 

installed for 

t h e 

exhibition. 

Photos:  

Don Ellis West yard after conversion 

East yard after conversion East yard before conversion 
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On Sunday 9th 

September 2012 we 

had our Wairarapa 

Garden Railway 

Group’s publ ic 

display at the 

Carterton Daffodil 

Day This year we 

had a change of 

venue. Instead of 

having a display in 

the car park outside 

t h e  C a r t e r t o n 

Railway Station we 

moved into the 

Event Centre which 

is in the middle of 

town.  This was 

fortunate as the 

weather was wet, 

cold and miserable 

(not like the 

W a i r a r a p a 

should be). 

Consequent ly 

fewer people visited Carterton because of 

the inclement weather.  However, we still 

had an enjoyable day and met some 

people who showed an interest in garden 

railways. 

We want to thank Lee Collett and 

Warren Stringer who supplied the track 

for the day and Murray Clarke for 

bringing his buildings along with plants 

supplied by Clareville Nursery. The locos 

and rolling stock were supplied by Lloyd, 

Joan, Murray and Charlie. 

 Photos and text by Lee Collett, 

Carterton. 

Daffodil Day in Carterton 

Lee Collett, Murray Clarke and Lloyd Dickens setting up the layout in the courtyard of the 

Carterton Event Centre. 

Part of our club display which was in a room off the courtyard 
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A view of the lay-out in the courtyard of the Carterton Event Centre 

Lloyd Dickens, Joan Dickens and Charlie Collinson supervising the running of the trains. 
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Joan Dickens explaining to a young boy all about Thomas the Tank engine 

The Collett Hydrangea Tram Line has a new addition – an early model of the Hamburg tram which was put out by 

LGB this year.  We want to thank Andi from Lokshop in Germany for giving us the opportunity to purchase the 

tram.  This is the fifth tram that will be running through the city centre on the Hydrangea Tram Line. 

The Collett Hydrangea Tram Line  
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January 26-27 2013 7th NZ Garden Railway Conven%on 

Tirimoana School Hall  Glendene Auckland 

Club Events and Contacts  

Auckland:  
October TBA Visit to Grant Alexander, Cambridge 

 

 

 

 

Club Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

 

 

Waikato:  
TBA October 2012, Grant Alexander, 1863 Hamilton Road, Cambridge. (Auckland G Scale Group visiting. 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa:  
Saturday 6th October 2012.  Display at Carter Court Gala Day, Pembroke Street, Carterton 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. C/- Murray Clarke, 4 Taylor Street, Carterton.  

Ph 06 379 7659.  

 

Wellington:  
Sunday 14th October 2012 at Rob England's new railway in Whitby from 1:30pm . 

Phone John for more details. 0274 427 160  

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group Inc.  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249 Ph 0274 427 160 wgtngardenrail@gmail.com  

 

Christchurch:  
October 6th – 7th 2012 Christchurch Train Show 

  

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. Email: don@computercables.co.nz 

 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Society and features news from 

various G scale clubs in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate iden�ty and the contact details can be found above.  

Contribu�ons of ar�cles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 

a$achments.  

Editor: Lord Ian Galbraith of Glencoe, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.  

Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz  



Official Registration Form. 

Name ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Partners Name  …………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address ………………………………………………………………………….….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Phone …………………………….  Mobile………………………….….. 

Email …………………………………………………………………………………….... 

The full registration fee covers the cost of morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea on both Saturday and Sunday plus 

the Saturday night dinner. Dinner on Saturday night is also available to partners and spouses.  

A convention polo shirt will be available to order with your registration. Shirt sizes are S, M, L and XL. To ensure 

that we can supply you with your ordered shirt all orders must be paid in full with the registration fee by Friday 14 

December 2012. 

Registrations only must be paid for in full be Friday 18 January 2013. 

 

Preferred name on name tag …………………………………………………. 

 

Preferred name on name tag …………………………………………………. 

 

Full Registration $75-00 

No.  Attending ………..                                                                                                                                    $................. 

Saturday Dinner only    $30-00  No.  Attending ………                                                                      $................. 

Ladies Craft Clinic   $15  No.  Attending……….                                                                      $................. 

               (card making & includes lunch) 

Convention Polo Shirt    $45                                                                                                                               $................. 

Shirt – number required ………..           Size/s…………………………………………… 

Total: $.................. 

Please make cheques payable to: “Auckland G-scale Society Incorporated”. 

Internet banking payments can be made to ASB account: 12 3032 0881870-56 

Please include your name and keyword “convention” when making an internet payment 

Post registration forms and cheques to 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102 or email to: 

mhilliar@orcon.net.nz 

Pickups available from the airport or train can be arranged if you let us know. 

Limited accommodation is also available if required- let us know in advance please. 


