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Still nothing much is happening 
outside on my layout. The weather 
is just too wet and cold. And I just 
started a nasty cold today. 
I have been busy in the workshop 
working on my WP #114. I thought 
you may like to see a couple of 
pictures of the work in progress. It 

so happens that the #114 is a later 
model of the Montreal Locomotive 
Works of the WP 100 series Alcos, 
which is available from the LGB 
line-up. I have taken to butchering 
the LGB models and remake out of 
brass all that is different, which is 
plenty!!! 

I am working on 4 identical locos, 
one for me, three for friends of 
mine. Just for the fun of it, I put 
one outside and took a few shots at 
it today. There is still lots of work 
to do, but even the most ambitious 
project can be broken down into 
bite-sized chunks. I thought you 
may like to see what I am up to. 

Further update: 

They are coming along so that one 
can see what it is that I am building. 
I am battling with a lot of details by 
now. The hours sure go by fast and 
there is not much to see in a way of 
progress. Maybe I will have them 
done by late April, ready for 
painting. As you can see there is still 
a lot missing, the roof, the brake 
shoes, the lights, the railings, the 
windows, etc., etc. 

News from Vancouver Island 
Werner Grundmann 

Photos: Werner Grundmann 

Some of the fabricated parts 
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When Michael solicits hosts for 
monthly meetings, he emphasises 
that ‘you don’t have to have a 
perfect running layout - members 
are interested in what you are up 
to’. So, I took the plunge, knowing 
only too well that we are all grown 
up kids at heart, and are still 
fascinated by watching miniature 
versions of real trains either chasing 
their own tails or moving between 
two stations placed about half a 
kilometre apart when scaled up. I 
knew that any running on my layout 
at this stage would be minimal and 
token. On the other hand, I am 
attempting, before old age and 
infirmity finally puts a stop to 
things, to create something a little 
different. 

These are what I see as the main 

points that I am attempting to 
incorporate. 

• Emphasis is on “point to 
point” operation, although it is 
intended to provide for the 
possibility of continuous 
running between the points to 
allow for running locos in and/
or extending the journey time 
between the points. (As I am 
not a multi-millionaire and 
don’t own a large paddock, 
there will still be less than a 
scale ki lometre between 
stations.) 

• The layout will be “in ground” 
and make some use of the steep 
volcanic slope on which it is 
situated, and of appropriate 
natural vegetation. The porous 
volcanic soil is a major factor, 

and methods that I am using 
might not work so well in heavy 
clay. Features such as cuttings, 
tunnels and bridges will blend 
with the topography in a 
realistic way. 

• Track, including points, will all 
be hand built using creosoted 
wooden sleepers and spikes, 
and mainly code 250 rail, with 
some code 332 rail in remoter 
areas because of its robustness.  

• To provide stability for the 
track, I am using a “ladder” sub
-frame concealed under ballast, 
and anchored typically at half 
metre intervals. 

• The layout will include both 
45mm and 32mm track, mostly 
independent but with some 
dual gauge track and point work 
(an interesting challenge). While 
there seem to be some accepted 
standards for 32mm gauge 
(28.0mm back to back, so 
flange ways are 2mm each side), 
the same is not true for 45mm, 
and I am using a compromise 
back to back measurement of 
just over 39mm, which is based 
on measuring a variety of LGB 
and other wheel sets that I 
possess. 

• Maximum grade will be 3%, 
and minimum continuous 
radius in both gauges will be 2 
metres. 

• Because I already have it, and 

Auckland Group Mee ng 
Bruce Cropper 

Bruce explaining where it is all going.   Photo: Michael Hilliar 
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because my partner Ulrike hails 
from Germany, I will continue 
to run LGB stock on the 45mm 
lines, but future acquisitions 
will be mainly of British steam 
outline, namely Isle of Man 
(15mm to 1 foot scale running 
on 45mm track, which is exactly 
right) and Welsh railways or 
Lynton and Barnstaple (16mm 
to 1 foot scale) running on 
32mm track, which is almost 
exact  for  1 '  11.5" ,  or 
approximate for Talyllyn at 2' 
3". 

• Track will not be powered 
which leaves the options of on 
board battery or steam, 
controlled manually, or by 
individual r/c units or by the 
Aristocraft “Revolution” Train 
Engineer operating wirelessly. 
Init ia l  experiments with 
Lithium batteries have proved 
successful - and one AA sized 

battery of nominal 3.7 volts has 
powered the trial horse Stainz 
loco to run slowly for over one 
hour continuously. Two of 
those will provide all the speed 
I need, and I think 3 will be 
needed to produce the voltage 
necessary to run the Revolution 
system. (Sealed lead acid 
batteries in a towed wagon 
would run the loco all day.) 
These batteries all provide quite 
sufficient pulling power, as I 
have no intention of running 12 
coach expresses. 

• It is intended to incorporate 
semaphore signalling. Signals 
and points will be operated 
manually or by battery power 
controlled by nearby levers, or 
more remotely with the 
Revolution controller. 

 

Anyway, back to 24th February. I 

had forewarned people not to 
expect much movement on the 
railway, and to phone if the weather 
looked like being wet. For the 
benefit of those living further 
south, rain had become a distant 
memory for Aucklanders, so a 
number of stalwarts (including 
several wives) turned up on a very 
hot and sunny summer afternoon, 
motivated perhaps by a mixture of 
curiosity, pity or hunger.  

I had been working for the last 
three months towards completion 
of a safe viewing platform for the 
main terminus, including installing 
access steps (whose stringers were 
almost exactly 1' 11.5" apart, as it 
happened). I had not banked on the 
Mediterranean weather, and was 
working only before 11am and after 
5pm to avoid the heat of the day. It 
later became obvious that I would 
not be ready at that rate, and so 
during the last week was working 
for most of the day, and to my 
surprise getting used to the heat. I 
was determined to have something 
safe for people to stand on, and that 
goal was accomplished at about 
11am on the day of the club visit, 
when the last bolt was fastened. 
The remaining time was spent non-
stop clearing vegetation to provide 
access to the access steps. The 
downside was that, while people 
could stand on the platform, there 
wasn’t nearly as much for them to 
see as I had intended, and I hadn’t 
even tidied up. Also, quite a bit of 
the track that has already been in 
position for several years was 
concealed under vegetation that has 
been taking over while I was 

The approaches to the two different levels of termini.  
 Photo: Michael Hilliar 
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working on the platform structure, and I’d 
run out of time to clear it.  

Perhaps it didn’t matter too much, because 
most visitors retreated back to the relative 
cool of the house (even the air conditioner 
was challenged) after just a few minutes in 
the sun.  I think they enjoyed the cakes that 
my supportive partner Ulrike had baked. 
Anyway, I wish to apologise to those who 
came for being less prepared than I had 
intended, and also to thank them for getting 
me in action to finish the platform (six years 
after it was started), which now provides a 
base for building the actual railway 
terminus.  I think, within a year, there will 
be much of interest to see in that area now 
the heavy work is done. And thanks to 
Michael Hilliar for managing to take some 
good photos despite the heat and all the 
limitations mentioned above. 

[Footnote: if  anyone is interested in building 
their own track, especially using code 250 
rail, he or she is welcome to contact me at 
mediate@ihug.co.nz for more 
details.] .Also, I have had a casting mould 
made of a frog (1 in 6) to speed up point 
building in either gauge, and could make 
brass castings available to others 

The dual gauge track battling with the fertile soil  
 Photo: Michael Hilliar 

USA Trains Hudson 4-6-4, 
N e w  Y o r k  C e n t r a l , 
beautifully detailed and 
constructed all metal loco 
factory fitted Phoenix sound 
Loco is as new with 
approximately 1/2hour run 
time. 
Enquiries to Brian Allison, 
Christchurch  
Email: 
 kiwin992@hotmail.com 

For Sale 
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March seems to have been a busy 
month for us in the Wairarapa.  On 
the first Saturday we had been 
invited to set up a Garden Railway 
display in Featherston, where a 
steam gala was being held in the 
town.  This gala seems to be a 
successful fundraiser, and is gaining 
some traction as an annual event.  
Of course there is the Fell engine 
museum in town, and with their 
ever-popular live steam ride-on loco 
in the park they are well set up to 
take advantage of this railway-
themed show.    
 Sorry folks, I did not take my 
camera along, but Lee Collett had 
his.  I got diverted to ‘other duties’ 
at the show, so missed out on all 
the fun of running trains with the 

rest of the crew.  I did however take 
a break for a few minutes to visit 
the garden railway display, and it 
was good to see the gang putting on 
a good spectacle for the locals. 
Our now-established aluminium-
track module system was laid out in 
a large rectangle on the front lawn 
of the fell loco museum – right 
between the gourmet barbecue stall 
and the brass band. Yes it was a 
curious combination, but under the 
shade of a large tree the team had a 
nice setup for a day of running 
trains. 
Inside the large modular track there 
was a second loop of set-track – 
this was ideal for the locos that can 
handle tight-radius curves. 

Joan Dickens brought along her 
Thomas and Percy locos which 
kept a lot of excited youngsters well 
entertained.  This is a sure-fire 
winner with the public displays, and 
it is great to have the ‘Sodor 
Steamers’ there for the littlies. 
And for the dads who like to see a 
bit more muscle in action Murray 
Clarke had his 2-8-8-2 and 2-6-6-2 
mallets driving around for most of 
the day. 
For the Diesel buffs Dean Ellicock 
had his Class 66 working a nice 
long rake of container wagons, and 
Lee Collett had his NW2 diesel 
switcher (complete with realistic 
diesel sounds) on duty hauling a 
mixed freight load.   
Reluctantly I went back to my 
indoor display duties, wondering 
what the combination of diesel loco 
noises and brass band music would 
sound like… could have been quite 
interesting.. 

 
 
Two weeks later we had a running 
day organised at Jim McIntyre’s 
place.  Good old Jim has been 
slaving away to put in a new track 
system at his place. He has pulled 
up all of his old on-grade track 
work, and has now installed a fully-
raised aluminium-bar-type track in 
its place.   
We rather chucked Jim in the deep 
end  this month, as he is still 

Public Display in Featherston, and  Running Day at Jim McIntyre’s 
Layout 

Report by Warren Stringer 

Module track set up in Featherston Photo: Lee Collett 
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putting his new track system 
together, and there is still more 
track work to be laid before his new 
setup is complete.  But he was able 
to get a full loop in place for us to 
run on, and we were able to get 
several locos running around his 
huge circuit.  
As could be expected with a brand 
new installation there were the 
inevitable exciting times when trains 
and tracks had a ‘difference of 
opinion’, so Jim was kept busy 
making adjustments as we went 
along.  
Doug Ingham visited us again from 
Wellington, and was able to take 
movie shots of much of the action.  
It will be interesting to see if he was 
able to catch some of the fun of 
trying out a layout during its first 
full-on running session. 
And then there was the new tunnel, 
which was a huge success. Lee had 
recently spent a fair bit of his spare 
time building up an Armco-style 
culvert, and sections of this had 
been installed on the raised track 
way.  Of course after seeing this we 
were all mightily impressed and 
most of us were trying to put in our 
orders with Lee, but he was wisely 
telling us that they were ‘no longer 
available’.   

Lee Collett’s NW2 through the tunnel Photo: Lee Collett 

Murray Clarke's 2-8-8-2 Photo: Warren Stringer 

Dean Ellicock’s Class 66 and container train. Photo: Lee Collett 
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June 1‐3 2013 AMRA Conven on, Palmerston North 
June 5‐9 2013 29th Na on Garden Railway Conven on, Cincinna , Ohio, USA 
July 13‐14 2013 Christchurch Toy Fair, Pioneer Stadium 
August 10‐11 2013 WRM Model Train Show, Town Hall, Masterton 

October19‐20 2013  Rail 150 Christchurch Big Model Train Show 
November 7‐10 2013  29th Pokaka Cultural Convoca on 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 

Coming Events 

Then as if getting the track sorted wasn’t enough of a 
job, Jim also put on a swish afternoon tea for us as well 
– is there no end to this man’s energy?  Yes it was a 
most entertaining and enjoyable afternoon, thanks Jim. 

Charles Collinson, Dean Ellicock, Lloyd Dickens and 
Lee Collett at the back yard loop. 
 Photo: Warren Stringer 

Jim McIntyre on fine tuning duty 
 Photo: Warren Stringer 

Dean’s Class 66 on the front yard loop 
 Photo: Warren Stringer 

Lee’s NW2 heading to the front yard 
 Photo: Warren Stringer 

Murray’s diesel on a short train 
 Photo: Warren Stringer 



Page 9 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

I have had an indoor G Scale 
railway for many years, which found 
its origins in a running circle of 
track on two table tennis tables for 
fund raising for the Boys' Brigade. 
This fund raising was quite 
successful and I felt that I had to 
enhance the railway if I was to 
encourage people to keep coming 
to view it at two annual events in 
our Church each year, thus the 
creation of the layout. 
Over more years than I care to 
remember the layout has not only 
appeared at numerous Church and 
other fund raising events but has 
been used as a stand in to represent 
G Scale in Scotland before the 
members had the opportunity to 
build a purpose built layout for 
their own requirements. 
Over the many years of its existence 
I was able to slowly enhance it by 
building a row of shops and 
creating a main street, with 
additional features such as the 
station, church, bus garage, rail 
served factory, street lighting and 
small cameos for the visitors to 
view, whilst the field railway sized 
trains circled the layout, going to 
and from the front, by way of a 
back scene which hides the sidings 
containing additional trains. 
The railway operation is a simple 
affair and as such the layout leans 
heavily on the cameo roles for 
entertainment, in addition to the 
trains. There are still improvements 
that can be carried in years to come, 

if the demand is still there to view 
it.  
To this end it seems to me that 
continual improvements and add 
ons must be contemplated to 
provide "something different" no 
matter the scale of the changes. 
A few years ago I saw a garden 
railway in Fife where the owner had 
made some buildings and had 

coated the fronts with stone effect 
paint found in spray cans in both B 
& Q and Homebase, to name but 
two DIY outlets. 
After a bit of deliberation, some 
years in fact, I decided to take the 
plunge in the late summer of 2012, 
during the bouts of poor weather 
preventing outdoor activities, and 
spray painted one of my buildings 

A Makeover for an Indoor Street Scene 
Fraser Neilson, (editor of G scale in Scotland) 
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to see how it looked, and was very 
pleasantly surprised. 
This encouraged me to seek out 
other colours and textures in the 
range of paints and I then 
proceeded to spray each section of 
buildings in a different effect, to 
create some variety to the street 
scene, something it had been 
lacking in the building exteriors in 
the past. 
Having masked the windows and 
doors for the spray painting, I had 
to remove it afterwards and on so 
doing found that some of the 

plastic strip used to make window 
frames came away from the 
"window panes" necessitating 
replacement, in many places.  
As a result it was then necessary to 
paint all the windows and doors to 
hide the difference between new 
and old frames  and once again I 
found myself seeking out colours to 
compliment the stone effect on 
each section of buildings. Although 
I feel that in so doing it has 
amplified the window frames, 
making them look a bit bigger in 
scale to their surroundings, 

something not apparent when they 
were all white, even allowing for the 
ten foot rule. 
This took some time, and during 
the exercise, the Autumn edition of 
the G Scale Journal popped 
through the letterbox, in which 
there was a detailed article about 
using corrugated paper for making 
roof tiles on a station building. 
I was quite impressed with this idea 
and set forth to obtain some 
corrugated paper, not as easy as it 
seemed at first, as various art stores 
and craft shops did not sell it, or if 
they did, it was in small sizes, 
insufficient to create the illusion I 
was looking for without having 
joining lines. 
So it was off to the city centre and 
W H Smith to start with, where a 
roll of corrugated paper was had 
right away, for a few pounds, so 
visit to M & S was next. (for coffee 
of course!) 
I cut a suitable length for each 
section of building then marked out 
a section about 3/4" in width and 
cut out many lengths for my 
requirements. 
Each length was then glued on to 
the existing roof of each building, 
using PVA, starting from the 
bottom up, and each following strip 
was overlaid by 1/4" giving a tile 
width of 1/2", which, when 
applying the 10ft rule method, 
looked fine. 
Each roof section was then painted, 
using tester pots of paint such as 
terracotta emulsion, and I found 
that once dry, the corrugated paper 
had hardened slightly, making it less 
likely to be squashed in handling. I 
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 also tried a PVA coating on a 
sample board I have of tiles, but 
that didn't get the results I was 
looking for, so I considered 
whether a coat of flat varnish might 
do the trick. Again this made little 
difference and so it remains a bit 
delicate in the handling department. 
Otherwise I am very pleased with 
the makeover that the whole street 
has undergone and all was ready for 

the Boys' Brigade annual Christmas 
Fair at the beginning of December. 
I think the accompanying pictures 
tell the remainder of the story and I 
hope you like the outcome of the 
exercise when you compare it with 
the previous old stone effect that I 
had used from day one of their 
creation.  
It was a worthwhile winter project, 
even although it commenced in 
August, to get my teeth into during 

the lengthening dark nights, but 
please remember that these 
buildings are only suitable for 
indoors, so if you are contemplating 
adopting this method for outdoors, 
additional protection will be 
required for the paint coating but as 
for the corrugated roofing tiles 
outside? That will be a no no! 
unless anyone has any suggestions, 
apart from only putting the 
buildings outdoors in dry weather.  

The Brookwater Line is now 
operational!. 
Track bed excavations took place 
over the Xmas-New Year break 
with approx. 100mm deep trench 
filled with compacted crusher dust 
over weed cloth. Track was then 
bent to shape (thanks, Neil W!) and 
laid in a shallow layer of crusher 
dust and finally levelled with 4mm 
chip. It is completely floating and 
following my successful experience 
with this method on the Brooklands 
layout, I could see no reason to 
change. 
Track plan is simple, with 2 ovals 
that allow 2 trains to run,....I don't 
intend going battery. A station 
complex is planned for the 4-track 
yard and villages are planned for the 
hilly bits in the middle of each end's 
loop. Landscaping is under way and 
river-beds will be scoured for 
suitable rocks! Two bridges are 
planned at the rear of the layout. 
Both will cross a dry gully which 
will also act as a soak drainage pit. 
Track diameters are 3.6, 3.2 and 3.0 

metres, with 
the emphasis 
on smooth 
running of 
larger trains. 
Overall layout 
size is 12m x 
4m. 

The Brookwater Line 
Report and Photos by Brian Allison 
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The Kippenberger Line 
Report by A. Nonny Mous 

Ian Galbraith rang us on Friday 15 March to tell us he had 
received our rail and sleepers from Auckland.  Next day Ian 
and Ann came round and showed Alf and I how to put the 
sleepers on the track.   

After the first couple of track sets were assembled, Ian and 
Alf started laying the track.  The first six 3 metre lengths of 
track were lid in the channels in the deck and connected to a 
turnout at each end. The next section of track was laid from 
the deck around the pond to the first of two more turnouts.  
A short section of track joined the two turnouts and the next 
section of track went across the bridge over the pond. Ian 
set up a controller and we ran our first train, only a loco, 
from the far end of the deck and over the bridge. 

The following Wednesday Ian and Ann called in the 
afternoon and Ian and Alf continued laying track.  By dinner 

time we had a complete circuit around the edge of the lawn 
and through the aviary.  My circus train was at last able to 
run, all 5 metres of it.  We had a railway. 

Ian & Ann showing Alf how to assemble the 3 metre 
track sets Photo: Lyn 

Setting up the curve to the bridge Photo: Lyn 

Aligning the track on the bridge Photo: Lyn 

Alf and I put the sleepers on the rest of the 96 
metres of track. Photo: Alf 
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As I write this a cold drought 
breaking southerly has taken 
Wellington in a rush from summer 
to winter, or so it feels.  I wonder, 
have we made enough of the 
glorious late summer weather.  
Thankfully over the last month the 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
has fitted in two running days in the 
warm sun plus members have been 
busy with some pleasant Friday 
evening running. 

The last Sunday of February saw a 
somewhat unusual running day as a 
result of the owners of Loco 
Miniature Railway and Gardens 
( www.loco.co.nz ) being away on 
holiday.  They asked us to run their 
railway and gardens for them!  So 
not only did we get to run our trains 
on one of the longest run of any 
garden railway in NZ but also we 

raised some valuable funds for the 
WGRG at the same time, as Loco 
paid us a share of the days takings.  
Possibly it was quite lucky we were 
there with up to six trains running 
at once as it was one of the biggest 
days, visitor wise, 
Loco has had.  
David usually 
only has two 
trains running, 
one on each loop, 
so visitors on this 
day were rapt 
with the action 
we provided. 

This was the 
second visit by 
the WGRG to 
L o c o  t h i s 
summer and such 
was the success 

of the day we have been invited 
back again for another Sunday; and 
this time David, the owner of Loco, 
will be advertising the presence of 
the Wellington Garden Railway 
Group.  We are now officially an 

attraction!  Judging from the 
conversations the seven of us had 
with the public while we were 
running Loco we went a long way 
in promoting the worlds best 
hobby.  And that was with just our 
battery-powered trains in action, the 
next visit we’ll be running live 
steam as well.  It’s quite a buzz 
watching families enjoying your 
trains, and even more when they are 
posing their kids for photos with 
the trains. 

So to emphasise the nature of the 
late February running day at Loco, 
the pictures, I hope capture the 
priority of entertaining the public 
with our trains, rather than my usual 

Late Summer in Wellington 
Report from John Robinson 

Chris Drowley and Phil Smith setting up a train under watchful eyes 
 Photo: John Robinson 

First run of Phil Smith’s passenger train 
 Photo: Gavin Sowry 
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pictures focussing in on the trains.  Hmm I think I 
take better pictures of trains than people!  More 
pictures from the day can be found on G Scale 
Central at   www.forum.gscalecentral.net/
WELLINGTON-GROUP-GOES-LOCO-
m260335.aspx 

Our second event, and our monthly scheduled 
running afternoon, was another first for the 
WGRG.  Phil Smith hosted us for a lawn meeting.  
Between Phil, Chris, Wayne and WGRG’s own 
track the lads were able to layout two large ovals, 
including sidings on Phil’s back lawn.  I was a bit 
late getting there but I arrived just in time for 
afternoon tea, mmm cream scones and coffee, 
thanks Jo-anne While afternoon tea was 
consumed, and it seemed to be consumed for 
some time, only one train was run on each loop.  
But eventually it was back to two trains on the 
small oval and three trains running on the large 
outer oval. 

Lots of discussion also took place over Phil’s plans 
for his future railway, though he was a little 
concerned just how much track his lawn was able 
to soak up.  There is a real benefit from having the 
lads around for a lawn and planning meeting, not 
just do you get a feel of what it’s like to have your 
own railway, but your family gets to see what fun 
you can have in your back yard with a bunch of 
dashingly handsome sane gentlemen, compared 
that is to the lads from the WGRG! 

A highllight of Phil’s running afternoon was fruit 
falling from their Black Boy Peach tree, seriously 
the best peaches I have ever tasted.  Photos from a 
running day are all very well, but they don’t come 
with the taste of rich juicy peaches, or the warmth 
of sunshine on your back.  But if you must, a few 
more pictures can be found on G Scale Central at 

 www.forum.gscalecentral.net/tm.aspx?m=263451&high=  

So there you are a different but busy month for the 
WGRG and should the Indian summer return we 
hope the next month will be equally busy. 

Even little trains (Dave Allen’s) look smaller in a big garden
 Photo: John Robinson 

Two loops set up on Phil Smith’s Lawn. 
 Photo: John Robinson 

Track laying on Phil Smith’s lawn 
 Photo: John Robinson 
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No doubt you are all aware of the cheap Chinese G 
scale trains that the Warehouse has been selling for 
some years now. 
Well some years ago after Christmas they were selling 
some at half price. Guess who could not resist one?  I 
must stop telling people that it was to keep my four 
great grandchildren away from my O gauge tinplate 
collection as this is only a partial truth.  Anyway I had 
decided that the O gauge had to go as I was no longer 
able to maintain this due to age and ill health. 
Since then, thanks to Trademe I have acquired a total 
of ten sets. 

Even as an English man I always admired early 
American locos and their luxurious coaches so that is 
how I am now orientated.. 

The design and standard of manufacture of the Chinese 
items was (to me anyway) acceptable but their colour 
schemes were too toy like so the first things I did was 
to repaint some or all of them in  more subdued 
colours. In particular, the wheels and motion parts of 
the locomotives. Next I converted one loco into a tank 
engine By adding side tanks and a bunker, using part of 
a tender for this and fitting a four wheel bogie 
underneath the bunker. 
I then tried to make some scratch built rolling stock. 
They all ended up in the bin 
Still under construction are a Beyer-Garrett loco and a 
small diesel loco using the Chinese loco mechanisms.  I 
hope they don’t also get binned. 

Next came the conversion of two cabooses into one 
coach. This looked terrible with only two wheels at 
each end but is being improved by the fitting of some 
bogies from another Chinese maker who actually used 
a gauge about ¼ inch larger than G scale but I was able 
to re gauge them to suit. Two more such coaches are 
now being made also. 
I am now converting 10 four wheel open wagons into 
five long open wagons 
By selling my O gauge I was able to start collecting 
genuine G scale items and I am pleased that they do 
not overshadow what I already have. 
The attached pictures should show what I am trying to 
achieve 

Modifying Cheap Chinese G Scale Trains 
Report from Ray Walker 
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We had a great turnout, (I believe Brenda counted over 
30 visitors) and everybody made nice comments, well 
except for getting in the middle, but I built the railway 
for me and that is how I wanted it  Next time I will 
build it better and not have that problem, yes we plan 
to move in ten or so years’ time, subject to change 

As those who were there saw, there is still much to 
do…the port, the line to the storage sidings and the 
branch to the sawmill and mine 

The Railway will be known, until it is changed, as the 
“Wilson Valley Railway” and it is set on the West Coast 
down south of Hokitika  The period is the latter half of 
the twentieth century and the Midland Railway Compa-
ny still runs the coast railway system and has purchased 
stock from the NZR and other prior private railways 
and has a peculiar bent for American imports 

The railway has been under construction 
for three years and has, for example 
about 1000 bricks in the walls, all dirty 
and recovered and cleaned, some ex 
earthquake chimneys and eight ton of 
rubble dropped off from the under-
ground cable guys 

I wish to thank the members of the 
Christchurch club who have given me 
inspiration to build what I have done 
through visiting their railways and those 
members and my friends who have actu-
ally helped with the construction so far. 

It was great to get the electrics working 
and have such a variety of locos and 
trains running.  At one stage I counted 

Wilson Valley Railway 
Comments from Andrew Wilson 

Dennis Lindsay’s new C16 comes off one of bridges 
Dennis built for Andrew. Photo: John Lammiman 

Observation and discussion were the order of the day Photo: Glen Anthony 

The passing sidings were well used. 
 Photo: Iain Collingwood 
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six trains moving at the same 
time, two powered and four 
battery 

Cheers everybody, what a 
great hobby 

 

The three truck Shay crossing a Dennis Lindsay bridge Photo: Iain Collingwood 

Dean Farrow’ Drewry Railcar 
passing Glen Anthony’ NZR 
Tr and train  
 Photo: Glen Anthony 
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Wayne’s World 
Wayne Haste, My ”mate” Henrik, or not, sent me a 
photo and a drawing of this thing and said it has been 
built in HO and said it had to be done in G scale, but 
doubted whether I could get it to work. Well one has to 

try. Lets face it if I could not get it to work I would not 
hear the end of it. Anyway it does work even when it is 
reversed or pushed, but it is not designed for speed. 

According to the little write up that 
come with the drawing. it may not 
have been built. But I was not go-
ing to let that get in the way and 
the drawing was not the best so a 
bit of guess work went in to its 
building. It was to be towed behind 
the Wismar type rail car, the pig 
snout, so as I have one, this also 
was a good reason to build it. 

Top photo shows the wind down 
jockey wheels it had to support it 
when  it was not  a ached  to  the 
railcar. 
Bo om photo shows  the wagon 
being pulled by the double ended 
railcar. 

Photos: Wayne Haste 
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The Taita Gorge Railway has opened its latest extension, a larger main loop that gives four times the running dis-
tance of the small loop (which has been retained). There is a long crossing loop on the extension which can hold a 
decent size train of half a dozen reefers/boxcars.  Now to find a gap in the Wellington area calendar for the boys 
to come around and have a running session. It’s still R1 and track power.  Meanwhile, in the shed, another storage 
siding has been added, along with a switch panel to control the isolating sections. 

Taita Gorge Railway Extension 
Report and photos from Gavin Sowry 
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Bachmann boxed - New York Philadelphia Baltimore and Washington set 1x combine 2x coaches 1x observation 
$200 set  
Bachmann boxed– White Pass and Yukon baggage and combine $100 pair 
Bachmann - Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe combine $45 
Bachmann Colorado and Southern reefer $50 
Bachmann Baltimore & Ohio gondola $50 
Bachmann 1x boxed 2x Rio Grande gondola $100 
Bachmann new in box- New York Central and Hudson River gondola metal wheels $70 
Bachmann new in box ET & WNC box car metal wheels $70 
Bachmann new in box  Pennsylvania Railroad Union Line box car metal wheels $70 
Bachmann new in box 2x flat car kit with metal wheels $120 
Aristo Craft (as new) track cleaning caboose $150 
Aristo Craft boxcar and caboose Norman Rockwell Christmas series $70 
Contact me on 021-111-8692 or icollingwood@clear.net.nz (email me for pictures). Could be interested in 
"trades" 

For Sale 

Wayne’s World 

I have made this wagon up from two of the Chinese box wagons, on a scratch built under frame and bogies. 
If any body would like a model of this type of wagon , contact me at wayne@hasteway.co.nz.. 

The cost$180 to $190 depending on what you require.   
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Large Scale Model Railroad Plans  
Brewer Railroad Plans are now available direct from Australia. 

Bridge Plans Water Tank Plans  Structure Plans 

Most Plan Sheets Measure 24"x 36" (610mm x 914mm) 

We feel that building models of actual structures will be far more interesting and satisfying to 
the novice and skilled modeller.  Thus, many of our plans are based on historical railroads, in-
dustry and town structures.  "A Bit of History" 

All plans are sold on a no exchange, no return basis. 
Contact me at: 

Les Smith 
41 Noorumba St. 
Slacks Creek,4127 

Logan City: Queensland 
Australia 

Email : modelrailroadplans@hotmail.com 
http://www.aussiehomebrewing.com/brewerplans/au.html 

Two Structures built from Ted Brewer’s Plans by Ian Galbraith  Left: Cottonwood house with freight depot and 
Right: Small Flag Stop Station 
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Club Events and Contacts  
Auckland:  

  
Sunday 14th April 2013, Murray and Donna Lee,  32 Manse Road, Papakura. 2.30pm to 4.00pm (Battery & Live 
steam only) 
 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  
 

Waikato:  
Saturday 6 April 2013, Raynor Johnston, 147 Osborne Road, Horsham Downs  8294788  
 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz  
 

Wairarapa:  
Sunday 21 Apr-2013, Carole & John Needham,  19 Wakefield Street, Featherston, from 1:30pm 
 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   
Ph 06 370 3790.  
 

Wellington:  
Sunday 14th April 2013 another visit to Loco in Otaki from late morning.  The WGRG is being advertised as a 
special attraction for the day, and yes the pizza oven will be operating (and maybe even a free pizza or two if we 
put on a good showing). 
  
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group Inc.  
C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249 Ph 0274 427 160 wgtngardenrail@gmail.com  
 

Christchurch:  
 

Sunday  21 April 2013, Ken Henderson, 22 Ravensdale Rise, Westmorland, Christchurch  
 
Sunday 19 May 2013 Alf & Lyn’s “The Kippenberger Line” ,6 Churchill Street, Rangiora 
 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  
Chairperson: Don Ellis. Email: don@computercables.co.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Society and features news from 
various G scale clubs in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate iden ty and the contact details can be found above.  

Contribu ons of ar cles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
a achments.  

Editor: Lord Ian Galbraith of Glencoe, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.  

Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz  


