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I started with two LGB 4 wheel 
coaches . (Photo 1) 

Lift off the roof and drill a 3mm 
hole through a corner seat. Turn 
over the coach and drill another 
hole through the chassis and floor 
where there is a small hole. (Photo 
2) 

Solder a length of ribbon cable to a 
lighting board (My Coach 
Lighting Board) and mount to the 
roof with 2 PK screws. Glue the 
cable to the corner of the roof so 
the cable will go down the corner 
through the seat and the floor. 
(Photo 3) 

While I had the roof off, I glued 6 
seated passengers to the seats.  I 

bought these off TradeMe for 
$26.00. They fit quite well.  

Cut a small slot at diagonal ends of 
the coaches to mount a JST 
connector socket. (I can supply 
these connectors too) Glue the 
connector in place with 5 min 
epoxy glue for strength. (Photo 4) 

Glue the wires to the chassis to 
keep them from getting caught in 
the wheels and couplings. Unclip 
the air tank where the cable from 
the roof appears. Cut a notch at 
each end for the cables to enter it 
for joining. Solder all the positive 
ends together and all the negatives 
together. Reclip the air tank over 
the joint to hide the wires. (Photo 
5) 

Paint the red wires and connectors 
black to hide then. Apply 5 volts to 
one of the coach sockets with a 
male JST cable and the lights 
should come on. (Photo 6) 

I used a 4 cell NiMh battery box 
with switch. (You could use a 
control function from a Revolution 
Receiver to turn the lights on and 
off.)  I made 2 short male to male 
JST connectors to couple the 
coaches together 

I can supply the LED lighting 
boards and JST connectors. 

M u r r a y  B o l d  – 
murray@sandman.org.nz    

The parts I have for sale. http://
www.sandman.org .nz/home/
grailway/ForSale/index.php 

Adding LED lights to a string of LGB coaches. 
Murray Bold, Ashhurst 

Photo 1 
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One of the early decisions we made 
when we were planning our railway was 
to have battery and radio control of 
our trains.  After a lot of research and a 
few phone calls and conversations we 
decided to use to following; 

1. Aircraft style radio control 
transmitters and receivers, only 
1 channel is required, but we 
chose to get a 4 channel set. 

2. Electronic Speed Controllers 
(ESC), and 

3. NiMH Batteries (at least until I 
check out Li-ion) 

The beauty about this system is the low 
cost and the ability to use the radio 
gear for live steam when the time 
comes. 

The RC Transmitters and receivers 
were purchased from Hobby King 
(HK-T4A V2) and cost $23.95 USD 
each, plus freight. 

The ESC’s came from HPM Scale RC 
Boats (MTroniks Viper Marine 10 
Amp Brushed ESC) which cost $45.00 
NZD plus freight, they are here in 
Auckland so no overseas freight and 
customs to worry about. For those that 
don’t understand what these are I will 
give a simple explanation. For the RC 
to work you use a transmitter to send 
your speed/direction command to the 
receiver which in the old days sent a 
signal to a servo which manually 
adjusted a speed controller (rheostat), 
now we use an ESC to replace the 
servo and Speed controller. A lot 
smaller, lighter and cheaper. A servo is 
still required for live steam. 

Donna purchased her Stainz from 
Henrik and gave it to Murray to 
destroy. When we were doing this deal 

with Sir Henrik I mentioned that I was 
going to build a tender for the radio 
gear and batteries. Henrik immediately 
said. ‘Wait I have something that you 
may like’ and he raced away and was 
heard rustling though piles of 
unimaginable garden railway stuff. 
After a short time he returned with a 
partly demolished LGB tender. ‘Will 
this work’ he said. ‘Yup, how much’. 
And the deal was done.  

Now onto the rebuild. 

First thing I did was cut out the 
speaker mount from the tender as it is 
not required and takes up valuable 
battery space. I then put the receiver 
switch into the hole in the rear of the 
tender (I now had to drill 2 little holes 
in Donna’s new train). The power feed 
to the train is via a socket mounted in a 
hole in the front of the tender (no 
drilling required). The receiver and 
ESC were glued inside the tender 
under the top on the side walls as 
shown in the photos. Then I removed 
the coal load mounting to enable easy 
accessing of the batteries so that I 
don’t have to pull the tender apart each 
time. 

Next the Loco... I was a bit worried 
about this but in the end I removed the 
motor block. 
Took out the 
sliders and 
jammed a wire 
under the 
pickups as 
seen in the 
photo. Not 
elegant but it 
works well. I 
also removed 
the wheel 
pickups. The 

wire then followed the other wires into 
the cab. I unsoldered the accessory 
wires and soldered the motor wires to 
the accessory outlets. All that was now 
needed was a wire between the loco 
and tender, easily fixed. I will replace 
the screws with a plug when I get hold 
of one. 

The last step was to take it out to the 
track for Donna to test it. Yippee it 
worked. The sweat stopped flowing at 
this point and I am still Donna’s loved 
husband. Until next time anyway. 

I must state that I had already done 
this repower to Donna’s Big Hauler 
and to my Porter, both of these also 
worked well, although the Porter is not 
quite finished. The plan was to replace 
the batteries with Li-ion because there 
was not enough space in the side tanks 
for the number of NiMH cells needed. 
But now the plan is to build a tender 
for the Porter and add a leading and 
trailing axle to convert it into a 2-4-2 
tender loco, so all the r/c gear can 
move into the tender. 

Thanks must go to Chris Drowley for 
his electronic advice. And of course to 
Sir Henrik, the supplier of all good 
stuff. 

Converting Donna’s Stainz to Radio Control and Battery Power 
Murray Lee, Auckland 
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Photo of points in 
the May GW were 
most interesting 
and showing how 
simple it basically 
is. 
I thought people 
could be interested 
in this point/
switch at Pikes 
Peak Gog Railway. 
Probably not many 
will build a cog line 
but the simplicity 
of the PP point is 
interesting as 
U p p e r  p h o t o 
shows with the 
small section of 
cog track and rail 
moving, not sure if it is hinged/pivoted at far end but 
near end certainly just slides across to mate with the 
alternative line. While the 'through line' remains 
straight. 
Taken from front of 
car starting its climb. 
Lower photo  shows 
that the cog track 
'simply' splits and 
half goes off to the 
side.  
C r o p p e d  f r o m 
general view of yard. 
The grade is not very 
steep here so I guess 
half a track is plenty 
e n o u g h  f o r 
traction.  First time I 
went up was in early 
spring and snow was 

clogging it up just over half way up and that was our 
trip ... subsequent trips have been to the top 14200feet 
and breathing is difficult, worse as each year passes  
 

Pike’s Peak Cog Railway Turnouts 
John Clover, Dunedin 
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Firstly, an explanation as to my 
reasons for the purchase of this 
loco. I have been a keen Garden 
Model Railroader most of my life. 
Approaching old age forced the sale 
of my home and large section with 
the result, no room for a railway on 
the small amount of section that 
came with my retirement unit in 
Takapuna. I attempted to construct 
a smaller railway, but ill health and 
dissatisfaction with the result forced 
me to give up on the idea. Now, 
nearly 10 years later, I am back into 
it, health has improved and the life 
long interest was re-kindled.  

Planning was difficult, there was 
only a small amount of garden 
space available. I was forced into 

650mm radius curves, either that or 
no railway at all. There was a need 
for U.S.A. style trains with bogie 
coaches and a tender loco. After 
two years, the new railway is near 
completion. It is based on a hill 
country branch line with one 
tunnel, a couple of small  bridges 
and a reasonable station set up, of a 
three metre passing loop and 
sidings. 

What I really needed now was a 
tender loco for a three car 
passenger train, suitable for branch 
operation. One day, looking 
through a Train World catalogue, I 
found it, going by the picture it 
looked ideal, a Piko 2-6-0 tender 
loco and very neat looking indeed, 

with the most realistic tender to 
loco coupling I had seen, a well 
designed curved foot plate that will 
negotiate tight curves. The price 
was also very reasonable, less than 
half that of comparable locos. Being 
made in Germany, I assumed the 
quality would be O.K., so I ordered 
one, something I have never 
regretted. 

The loco finally arrived and I was 
not disappointed. Its appearance 
was far too pretty and looked as if it 
should be on top of a birthday cake. 
Hand rails and grab rails were over 
scale and a very shiny brass finish. 
There was not a lot of detail, it was 
assumed that piping was concealed 
by lagging, this could be added if 

The Piko Mogul Locomotive 
Warren T Stirling, Takapuna 
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June 1‐3 2013 AMRA Conven on, Palmerston North 
June 5‐9 2013 29th Na on Garden Railway Conven on, Cincinna , Ohio, USA 
June 9 2013 NZAMRC AGM, Messines Defence Centre, Upper Hu  
July 13‐14 2013 Christchurch Toy Fair, Pioneer Stadium 
August 10‐11 2013 WRM Model Train Show, Town Hall, Masterton 

October19‐20 2013  Rail 150 Christchurch Big Model Train Show 
November 7‐10 2013  29th Pokaka Cultural Convoca on 
February 15‐16 February 2014 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Wairarapa 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 

Coming Events 

wished. I needed this loco on 
the track as soon as possible 
so I set to work with some 
touch up painting of the 
brass and valve gear. This is 
plastic and painted a bright 
silver, not realistic enough, so 
I set to work with a rust and 
gun metal wash,  brush 
painted to change the 
appearance.  The brass was 
painted black. The general 
appearance is now much 
improved. More fastidious 
detailing can be done with 
added steam a air piping if 
desired. 

The loco is a very smooth 
runner at all speeds, very 
quiet and responsive. It looks 
great running through the 
station, passed the admiring 
passengers on the platform. I 
have no hesitation in 
recommending this loco, 
especially to those with 
cramped spaces and the need 
for something better that an 
0-4-0 tank.   
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Thought that you might to have a 
peep at my latest addition to my 
collection, the $60 Bachmann 4-6-0.  

Do you remember we had a Xmas 
meeting at Kerry's and Trevor 
Ferguson was in attendance selling 
off the last of his stock, just the rats 
and mice, well I purchased a plastic 
bag containing the boiler and cab 
plus the tender plus other bits and 

bobs of the 4-6-0.  By the way the 
tender had no bogies or wheels. 

I had some in my stock, then 
surfing the Bachmann web site 
there was some 4-6-0 chassis 
complete with wiring, motor, 
wheels and driving rods etc. and 
front pilot all for US$30.00, so I 
purchased and the parts duly 

arrived from the States in seven 
days.  

I set about the assembly, had to do 
a little surgery here and there and 
here is the result of my $60.00 4.6.0. 

Took it over to Dennis Lindsay's 
and put it on his lay-out just for a 
photo shoot Dennis thought it 
looked real good and I am very 
pleased with the end result  

New Addition 
John Lammiman, Diamond Harbour 
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NZ Garden Railway Clubs 

Rite-Edge Aluminium Garden edging – perfect for landscaping your 
railway line, as seen on The Kippenberger Line, Rangiora.  
Photos courtesy of Alf and Lyn. Rangiora 
 

15% off  Rite-Edge 
Limited time 

Members of NZ Garden 
railway groups are offered a 
15% discount on Rite-
Edge purchases of one box, 
or more* before the end of 
September 2013, including 
free delivery.  

*One box contains 14 lengths, totalling 34m length. 

 

For more information 

Contact: 

Karen: 06 877 4372  

or email 
sales@terrascape.co.nz 

Quoting ‘Railway 

 

 

Terrascape Landscaping Products   www.terrascape.co.nz 

Terrascape Ltd 

P.O. Box 8791 Havelock North 4157  

Tel: 06 877 4372  |  Mob: 022 677 1848 

To the Editor 

The May issue is another excellent 
edition of the Garden Whistle. 
I really enjoy the great variety that all of 
you display in your recreation of the real 
world in its miniature form. 
Please pass on my hello and thanks to 
all of your club members who so 
actively participate in having open 
houses and seminars. 
I really appreciate and commend that 
level of involvement. 
All the best, 
Peter Szolga, BC, Canada,  (via email) 
(Peter is one of a number of overseas readers of 
The Garden Whistle. Ann & I first met 
Peter when we visited his garden railway, prior 
to the Garden Railway Cruise in 2006. Ed.) 
 
Please could you do us a favour? 
We are getting so much spam that we 
have had to put a filter on our in boxes, 
ridding us of all unknown names and 
strange requests for money! ! ! 
Could you please put a short note in the 
Garden Whistle advising readers that 
any email enquiries to us about rail or 
other G scale subjects need to have the 
word "rail" somewhere in the subject 
line? 
That will get them through the filter. 
Ken MacDiarmid, Auckland. (via email) 
(Ken is the importer of the NZ G Scale 
rail) 
 
Would it be possible to request readers 
to report on projects they are working 
on?  Similar to that provided by Wayne 
Haste. 
Dennis Lindsay (via phone.) (Only too 
happy to print anything along these lines. Ed.) 
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Just finished  two of these 44 foot Pratt type truss bridges. They are made from treated pine and brass fittings 

Photo: Dennis Lindsay 

Bridge Building 
Dennis Lindsay, Lincoln 

For Sale 
LGB   G Scale European Mallet Locomotive with Smoke 
and Lights. NO sound 
Second Hand, 2 Motors Hook & Loop Couplings, some 
gold paint missing off front poles, missing guard broken 
from under back runs well $800.00.contact 
Don Ellis Christchurch Work 03 3656 555  
Cell 0274329277 
Home 03 3478427 Email don@computercables.co.nz 
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Auckland Group Meeting 
Michael and Elizabeth Hilliar meeting 

Sunday 12 of May turned out to be 
a great day weather wise, but 
when booking that date around my 
work rosters I didn’t realize that it 
was MOTHERS Day also; so I 
didn’t get the expected number of 
visitors. 

The railway was still in pretty 
good shape from its big tidy up 
and planting for the convention so 
that twice now this year it has 
been officially used. It generally 
gets used once a year for a club 
meeting as I am more of a slow 
builder of railway models than a 
train runner.  Mind you it has been 
a bit different over the past six 
months since I acquired the 
Garrett. 

As I said the weather came up 
trumps but the strong sun and long 
shadows did make photography 
very hard.  I really only have two 
scenic areas; the ever popular 
trestle and the, when finished,  
river and gorge area. The cat 
house which was my eldest 
daughter’s, who long left home, 
needs to be removed so the 
intended station can be built in it’s 
place so the two sections can be 
joined together;. This will allow 
for more interactive train running 
especially with radio controlled 
battery and live steam. 

When I first got into G Scale 25 
years ago, while in England on my 
much extended O.E., the first 

railway I saw was built at ground 
level and he had dug a large hole 
for his trestle.  I am told you can 
lay the track on the ground and 
have back breaking problems 
maintaining it later or have the 
back breaking problems now and 
easier maintenance later.  I wanted 
a railway so when I sit in my 

motorized swivel deck chair with 
drink to hand I can watch the 
trains run by at eye height. 

Robert Maxim was my first visitor 
of the day and he brought along 
his newly acquired LGB mallet for 
it’s first club run. (Cover photo) 
The rest of the visitors came in 

Murray and Donna Lee with their “his and hers” R/C battery locos 

Michael Hilliar’s Garrett 
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quick succession each with a loco 
in hand. 

Murray and Donna Lee came with 
their, his and hers, radio controlled 
battery locos so for a first time I 
believe I had three trains running 
at once on my railway. Murray has 
done an article on converting 
Donna’s newly acquired Stainz to 
radio controlled battery as featured 
in this issue of the Garden 
Whistle. He has now built a tender 
to suit his Bachmann Porter as it is 
too small to take all the batteries 
etc. and batteries’ hanging out of 
the cab is not a pretty sight. 

After a good afternoon with many 
types of trains run and with the 
shadows growing longer my 
visitors departed. I must thank 
Elizabeth for all the baking, cups 
of tea and coffee provide in what 
should have been her special day; 
must check the calendar more 
carefully next time. 

Report and photos by Michael 
Hilliar. 

 

Derek Lane’s RDC 

The Bonsai tree from the Auckland Garden Railway Convention 
John Stephenson’s French Cambrai  
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A Remembrance Running Day 
June 30th 

Kerry & Crisma of the Ashburton Forks Railway would like to extend out an invitation to all club 
members & fellow modellers to attend a running day to mark the 50th year since the passing of Frank 

Roberts (26-06-1963). Frank was one of the pioneers of 1:24 scale NZR Railway Modelling, most of 
his work can be seen at the Museum of New Zealand 'Te Papa' in Wellington. Here is a link http://

ashrail.com/links.htm  just scroll down & click on appropriate site. 

 This is a chance to get together & run trains, remember past members, talk about current projects & 
of course do what we all do well enjoy our hobby. 

The trains  will start running at 10am & go til 4pm, Tea & Coffee will be flowing all day. Please bring 
your lunch & a plate of goodies for a pot luck smoko!! See you all on the day at 132 Melcombe St, 

Tinwald. 

With the moody weather that we have 
had so far this year you’d think we 
would have learnt our lesson about 
having running days in the wintery 
months.  But then we are railway 
blokes - so we must be rugged 
outdoorsy types, who laugh in the 
face of inclement weather, and carry 
on running our trains rain or shine… 
The forecast this week said it was 
going to rain Friday and Saturday – 
so it was fine and mild both days.  
Then the forecast predicted rain for 
our running day on Sunday – so we 
figured we would be okay… 
Well at 10 am it was bucketing down 
– damn, the forecast was right for 
once – and it looked like the day 
would be a washout.   But wait.. this 
is the Wairarapa weather we are 
talking about here, so after a couple 
of hours of nasty wet stuff out came 
the blue sky, a few white clouds 
appeared, and by midday things were 
looking promising. 
After having spent a few hours on the 
previous weekend weeding and 

clearing leaves from the track the 
layout was cleaned up nicely and 
ready to run on.  And with the 
weather now coming right it looked 
like we would get a good running 
session after all. 
We had a 1:30pm kick-off, so John 
and Carole arrived at 12:30 – talk 

about keen. It was a smart move 
actually, as by 1:30 there were 14 
cars up the driveway, all unloading 
their rolling stock, but John had 
beaten the rush and had his little LGB 
diesel loco up and running, hauling 
around a nice long rake of boxcars. 

LATE AUTUMN IN THE WAIRARAPA 
May Running Day at Warren Stringers. (Report and photos : Warren Stringer) 

John & Carole Needham’s LGB diesel loco with ‘power car’ in tow 
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Next out of the blocks was Dean 
Ellicock, with his recently overhauled 
Aristocraft Pacific loco performing 

quite nicely. The Pacific had a bit of 
fun on a couple of my points (front 
bogey derailment stuff), so that’s 

something I will need to check out 
sometime. Apart from that she ran 
beautifully, so it looks like Dean’s 
overhaul was a success. 
The layout is reasonably new, and 
still under development. Trees are 
being planted. Bridges still need to be 
made. Buildings are still at the 
planning stage. Even the track work is 
still to be completed.  This layout is 
supposed to have a logging theme, 
though this is probably not yet 
obvious to a casual observer. 
So it was a great joy to see Lee 
Collett wheel out his Shay and Climax 
locos, then hitch them up to rakes of 
log bogies and set off around the 
track. With lots of steam noises and 
chuff chuffing going on (these are 
Lee’s locos after all, so sound effects 
are mandatory) they really looked the 
part as they wound their way along 
the windy track and up through the 
‘bush-clad’ hillsides (imagination is 
required here as the trees have not 
grown yet). 
I think that Doug Ingham must really 
like the Wairarapa, as he came over 
from Wellington to visit us once again, 
with his trusty video camera in hand.  
As we were mucking about most of 
the time he probably got some good 
footage of men behaving badly.  
Doug has now filmed many of our 
layouts over the summer, and we are 
all rather curious to see what he has 
captured with his camera.  He is 
compiling a CD of the layouts that 
have been filmed, and we are all 
eagerly looking forward to see the 
results of his movie-making exploits in 
our backyards... 
Lloyd brought along his Isle of Man 
‘Viking’ diesel to run. This loco is a 
real speedster, and it purred along 
nicely all day.  I suspect Lloyd is 
using Li Po batteries to power it as it 
seemed to show no signs of flagging, 
and like the energiser bunny it just 
kept going and going and going...   
Ken Evans made the long trek from 
Ngahape to join us, and brought 

Lee Collett’s Shay hauling logs.  Climax below. 

Economy measures hit bridging programme 

Man with camera invades pitch during play 



Page 16 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

along his GWR diesel railcar – the 
good old ‘Flying Banana’. Perhaps 
the batteries were flat, or perhaps 
some sneaky LNER or LMS saboteur 

had disabled the radio control gear.. (I 
suspect the latter)..  anyway the 
upshot was that inertia ruled, we had 
no motion, and so the poor old 

banana was tucked back into its 
storage box.   
So this left Ken with only one course 
of action – to hunt down a nice cup of 
tea.  Of course once people saw 
Ken’s cuppa they naturally wanted 
one of their own, and as the natives 
grew restless Debbie came to the 
rescue with refreshments for all. 
And what did we learn from today’s 
meeting: 
Having an Autumn meeting on a 
layout beneath deciduous trees 
means there is lots of leaf debris to 
clean up.  Hopefully the next running 
day here will not be in Autumn. 
Apparently 200mm grass growth 
looks a bit like fields of sugar cane. 
Maybe I should forget about planting 
trees and re-theme the layout.. 
 The consensus opinion is that we 
can build a nice tunnel at one of the 
overpasses. This sounds like a good 
idea as it means one less bridge to 
build. 
Rumour has it that we are going to 
push our luck and try to get in another 
running day next month.  Dean has 
offered to host the next meeting on 
his new layout, so we will probably 
have another report next month as 
well.  I have got all my firewood logs 
cut, split, and stacked up in the shed 
so until then I plan to spend the winter 
inside where its warm and build some 
bridges.   

Lloyd Dickens’ IOM diesel ‘Viking” hauling passengers 

Ken Evans playing with his banana as the lads look on 

Man with Cuppa causes near riot.  Where’s ours asks the unruly mob. 



Page 17 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Alf and Lyn attended their first 
Running Day at Kerry Paterson’, 
Ashburton Forks Railway in 
December 2012.  They came 
away with ideas on how to create 
their own garden railway. After 
visiting other railways and having 
group members visiting and 
making suggestions, work stared 
on preparing the garden for the 
railway.  This garden was fully 
p lan ted  and a f ter  much 
discussion it was decided that 
instead of just running around the 

edge of the lawn, the track could 
go through the garden so long as 
none of the trees were disturbed 
Alf set to work marking out how 
the track would move through the 
garden.  Once this was done, the 
real work started.  The grade was 
dug out and the soil carted away.  
Rite-Edge™ edging (See advert 
on Page10) was placed to keep 
the garden from falling on to the 

t r a c k  b a s e , 
drainage was 
provided and the 
base course laid.  
Two bridges were 
c o n s t r u c t e d . 
Turnouts were 
obtained and on 
15th March Ian 
Galbraith advised 
that the track had 
ar r i ved  f rom 
Auckland.  This 
was delivered the next day and a 

s tar t  was made on 
assembling the track.   
Two 40mm decking planks 
were removed and replaced 
with 25mm planks to allow 
track to be laid the length of 
the patio deck, without 
hindering walking traffic. 
Over the following weeks the 
track was laid, levelled and 
ballasted.  

A storage, staging area was built 
along the side fence at an 
elevated level.  This makes for 
easy setting up of trains. 
A three metre long tram line was 
installed between the low level 
main line and the garden.  This is 
automated using a To/From unit 
obtained from “The Train Depot”, 
Tauranga. The retaining wall 
behind the tram line was made 
using tiles from Mitre 10 Mega.  
The tiles were glued to plastic 
garden edging. 
While Alf was working on the 
railway, Lyn was busy obtaining 
circus wagons, animals and 
sewing a “Big Top” for her circus 
display.  Lyn was also kept busy 

Running, Raining in Rangiora 
May Running Day at The Kippenberger Line. Report by A. Nony Mous 

Lyn’s Circus 

Iain Collingwood’s Bachmann Forney 

Tram line in background 



Page 18 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

painting and decorating a number 
of buildings for the railway 
So far two engines have been 
converted to Revolution control 
with battery power.  Track power 
has been provided for visitors 
without battery power. 
The first Christchurch Garden 
Railway Society Running Day on 
The Kippenberger Line was held 
on Sunday 19 May 2013.  The rain 
did not deter a goodly number of 
group members attending.  The 
tram ran all afternoon and both 
track powered and battery 
powered trains were run.  There 
are great views of the garden and 
railway from the lounge and 
kitchen.  While some braved the 
rain to take photos, others were 
happy to watch out the windows.  
Two recent videos of the railway 
were shown on the TV 
The videos may be seen on 
YouTube at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8ReQGWc_FZQ  
and 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8ReQGWc_FZQ  
A full feast afternoon tea was 
provided and the last of the 
members left for home around 
8:30pm.  A great start for a new 
garden railway 

From the lounge doors, trains can be placed on the track 

Much talk during afternoon tea 

We ran in to the night Photos by Lyn 
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In May 1948 a little baby, Brian 
Cashmore, was born and on May 12 
2013 he celebrated both his sixty-fifth 
birthday and his retirement.  And what 
better way to celebrate than with 
family and friends and trains. 

Brian Cashmore, one of the anchor-
men of the Wellington Garden 
Railway Group has reached the 
milestone we all dream of, retirement 
age.  And what more fitting way to 
celebrate than have a combined 
birthday bash and running afternoon.  
Of course most of us would be 
planning how we would be expanding 
or reworking our railways as a 
retirement project, but Brian works at 
a pace that puts the rest of us to 
shame, and to this extend he was 
already well into both expansion and 
reworking of his railway before 
retiring!  So we were not only able to 
enjoy the never-ending birthday feast 
through the afternoon, but we could 
also put the new trackage to the test. 

Brian and Diane’s backyard was 
pretty chocker what with friends, 

relatives and a good number of 
Wellington Railway Club Groupies.  I 
think we put on a pretty good show of 
trains for the non garden railway 
minded, possibly even converting a 
few.  Though on reflection I feel a little 
embarrassed that between Chris 
Drowley’s trains, my daughters’ trains 
and mine we perhaps were in service 
longer than others.  I’ll blame it on the 
need to learn a new railway, couldn’t 
possibly be that we were thoroughly 
enjoying ourselves, hmm or could it? 

As part of the reworking plans the 
railway now runs a constant track 
voltage, suited to the Revolution 
receiver equipped locos Brian runs, 
and fine for visiting battery powered 
or live steam stock.  I had put a 
couple of Groupies wrong on Brian 
having conventional DC track, so 
Wayne’s and Gavin’s trains didn’t get 
a run (sorry), it’s hard sometimes 
keeping up with the pace of change.  
Brian Russell ran his LGB tram set 
that Chris has recently converted to 
battery power, like the proverbial 

Duracell bunny it just kept on keeping 
on. 

My daughters, complete with IP 
Engineering railcars, were very keen 
to have their track time in amongst 
the big boys, and I’ll admit I was 
pleasantly surprised just how the 
railcars performed.  Both in keeping 
pace with other trains and how long, 
on just 2 partly charged AAA 
batteries, they ran.  These IP 
Engineering kits are pretty basic but 
would form quite good fodder for 
enhancing by more experienced 
modellers. 

For those who have visited Brian’s 
Railway you will remember it has, in 
previous extensions, grown along the 
back fence out from behind their 
garage into a sort of elongated kidney 
shape, bulging at the northern end 
behind the garage.  The current 
extension provides a new loop and 
town scene alongside the south wall 
of the garage allowing the southern 
end of the kidney shape, which 
previously held the town scene to be 
reworked.  While all the new track is 
in place, it’s a relief that Brian has 
buildings and other work to do as part 
of this reworking in his retirement.  
Buildings being one of his specialties. 

It’s great how such an odd shape can 
provide a canvass for a garden 
railway, and by virtue of 600mm 
radius curves (LGB R1) proof that any 
garden can have a railway.  With the 
new extension in place there are two 
choices of main routes at the 
southern, some of the turnouts to 
select the alternative routes being, or 
will soon be air operated.  I’m not 
sure what the total distance of the 
available mainline track is but it 
certainly feels like quite a long run 

Brian’s Retirement Running Day 
Wellington Garden Railway Group Running Day. Report & Photos: John Robinson 

The line up of trains awaiting their turn to run 
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can be had if you travel each route in 
succession. 

As usual if you’d like to see more 
pictures from the running day there is 
a topic online at G Scale Central at 
http://www.forum.gscalecentral.net/
W G R G - a t - B r i a n s - R e t i r e m e n t -
Running-Day-m272803.aspx  

Oh and yes it was a pleasantly warm 
sunny autumn day, though a few 
showers set in just as we were 
putting things away as night fell, 
preventing some night running.  So 
we just ate more cake!  All in all 
another classic WGRG running 
afternoon, and a big thanks to Diane 
and Fiona for the catering and Brian 
and Diane for having us yet again 
invading their backyard and railway. 

Murray Bold’s Mack 

A break in the running of trains while Brian cut the birthday cake 

Chris Drowley’s Regner “Vincent” 

Chris Drowley’s “Lady Anne” passing 
the station 

John Robinson’s “Manawanui” and train on the new extension 
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Right from the beginning when I 
started with my G scale trains I 
decided that all my Loco’s and rolling 
stock will be fitted with Kadee 
couplers like my HO scale trains. I 
prefer them as they look more 
realistic and make back-up operations 
through switches and curves hassle 
free because of body mounting. 

I use the Kadee #830 body mounted 
couplers and decided to make my 
own gauge to facilitate mounting the 
couplers as shown below. Using this 
gauge takes the hassle out of having 
to measure every time. (just like my 
HO scale one) 

I used a pine block 75mm L x 50mm 
W x 33mm H in which I routered an 
opening  to accommodate the coupler 
box and a recess which was the same 

thickness as the 
height plate. I made 
sure that the top of 
height plate measures 
33mm from the 
r a i l h e a d  a s 

recommended by Kadee. (The dark 
mark on the left of the block comes 
from soldering the height plate)  

My top coupler mounting plate is a 
piece of plywood cut to fit the pine 
block and I used the same for the rail 
spacer underneath which is 44.5mm 
wide.  

Next I fabricated a height plate out of 
some brass and soldered a gusset 
under as well to give it some strength. 
The plate is the same width as the 
coupler box at 25.4mm (1 inch)  and I 
made it 40mm long from the 
perpendicular plate.  Here are all the 
parts, ready to assemble.  

MAKE YOUR OWN G SCALE Kadee COUPLER GAUGE 
By Rob den Boestert, Kaiapoi 



Page 22 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Now that most of the heavy 
groundwork is done, I have started to 
install the bench work outside. I used 
treated plywood for the tops and 
treated pine for the supports. This is 
to be covered in a butynol roofing 
rubber with felt backing, but I’ll be 
using it upside down. This keeps the 
weather away from most of it, and 
gives it a light grey coloured soft top 
for quiet running. It will also allow me 
to cover it with small stone chips.  

Now track laying is underway, and 
98% complete, I’m just awaiting some 
more turnouts, and some sunny days. 
Turnouts are all eight foot diameter 
with most of the curves being ten 
foot.  Eight foot will be the smallest 
radius, but there are a couple of short 
industrial sidings with four foot. 

Wiring at present is for DC control 
with two main lines and three 
controllers; one for each main, and 

one for the inside yards and engine 
depot. These can be switched around 

to any of the areas. In 
the future I may use 
DCC but at present I’m 
using some battery locos 
with Aristo Craft's 
Revolution controllers for 
base stations and 
internal battery receivers.  

For operational interest, there are 
many industrial sidings and a single 
track section over the bridge. This 
can be manually switched between 
controllers or used with automatic 
remote control push button system, 
with signals to show the track route – 
operators don’t have to leave their 
seats.  

Lincoln Greenbelt and Broadfields Railway 
Report & Photos: Don Ellis, Rolleston 

Butynol roofing rubber as track underlay 

Track at the triangle 

Locomotive depot 
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Most of the turnouts are wired for 
electric operation from a radio control 
except for the main station loops. 
Normal running needs up to three 
operators on the DC controls plus any 
battery power as additional. Trains 
run to the indoor yards for storage 
etc. The indoor yard includes a new 

engine depot, engine shed, storage 
tracks, loco work area, arrival and 
departure roads, loco run around 
track and a small shunting yard for 
freight wagons.  

All of this makes for good running 
indoors on wet days. You can stay 

indoors and 
send trains  
outside  in the 

rain and they will return when you are 
ready by the click of a turnout at the 
triangle track section. All of the trains 
pass through this triangle. Track 
power control is through manual 
switches as you walk around the 
railway mainly used for shunting 
manoeuvres, others are automated. 

The triangle in use 

Setting out the track New Loco road 
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Ashburton Forks Railway Workshop 
Report & Photos: Kerry Paterson, Ashburton 

What do you do with 234 assorted items? 
Simple, get the Ashburton Forks Railway Workshop to build a Westinghouse Pump!!  This is the last big item to be built 
for Ja1268.  When I started the pump I thought it would be interesting to keep track of how many pieces it would take to 
build it. I never realised how much involved we get with our projects in search of realism!  Once it has been mounted on 
the locomotive and piped in, we are onto the valve gear which might take a wee bit of time & working out! 

For Sale 
One box Aristo Cra  USA style track (12 x 5 foot 

lengths) 

$660,00  ($11.00 per foot)  .Will sell by box only 

Contact Dennis Lindsay Ph 03 325 6260   
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The Wairarapa Garden Railway Group has been elected to run the 2014 National Garden Railway Convention 
 

Date: 15-16 February 2014 
 

Garden Railways: We have 10 Garden Railways to visit. many of which have been substantially up graded 
since the last Convention held in the Wairarapa. 

Included is the world famous “Hydrangea Tram line” of Christine and Lee Collett, as appeared the Garden 
Railways magazine. 

Seminars: We propose to hold mini seminars at some of the Garden Railway visits, plus we have the support 
of Wellington and Christchurch members to run seminars Saturday afternoon and evening before a Dinner. 

Wet Weather programme: A programme will be provided if the weather is really bad. 

Monday Programme:  If you are traveling North Murray Bold’s Ashhurst layout will be available to visit. If 
traveling south a conducted tour of Cross Creek and optionally walk part of the incline.   

Meals: Morning and Afternoon teas and lunch will be provided both days and Dinner 

Saturday evening. 

Transport: For those that come in by air and/or train, transport for the weekend will be provided. 

Limited Billets will be available 

Register Interest: If you would like to get updates please contact Lloyd 

Contact:  Lloyd Dickens Phone (06) 370 3790 lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 



T H E  G A R D E N  W H I S T L E  
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Club Events and Contacts  
Auckland:  

June 1,2 & 3 2013Queens Birthday Weekend] Model X 2013. WEST WAVE Recreation Centre 
Henderson  
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745 email: 
mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  
 

Waikato:  
22/23 June 2013 Mid-Winter Steam-up at Squirrel Valley Railway 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz  
 

Wairarapa:  
Sunday 16 June  2013 Dean Ellicock, 2 Kenwyn Drive, Carterton starting 1:30pm. 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   
Ph 06 370 3790.  
 

Wellington:  
Sunday 9 June 2013, 1:30pm John Robinson, 39 Taylor Terrace, Tawa.. 
  
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group Inc.  
C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249 Ph 0274 427 160 
wgtngardenrail@gmail.com  
 

Christchurch:  
 

Sunday 23 June 2013, Kabita Whale, 175 Seabridge Road, Motukarara, RD 2, 
CHRISTCHURCH 
Sunday 30 June 2013, Kerry Paterson, Ashburton. From 10:am. (Bring your lunch) Frank 
Roberts 50th Memorial 
Sunday 28th July 2013 Graeme Wood, 4 Benjamin Mountfort Close, Linden Grove, Christchurch 
 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  
Chairperson: Don Ellis. Email: don@computercables.co.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Society and features 
news from various G scale clubs in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above.  
Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 

attachments.  
Editor: Lord Ian Galbraith of Glencoe, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.  

Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz  


