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‐ G Scale news from around New Zealand ‐  

Michael Hilliar’s Banal ‘Sybil’ 
This month’s progress has been mainly the firebox shroud and back 
head plate. On 22 August 2013, the steam dome was turned and fitted. 
The next task is fitting the radio controlled solenoids. Note the gas tank 
has been lowered so it doesn’t tower over cab side.  
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Auckland G Scale Group Meeting July 2013 
Report by Robert Graham, Auckland 

Since the weather for July is 
normally wet and cold, our group 
secretary Michael Hilliar asked 
me to organize an indoor venue 
for the July group meeting. To 
this end I contacted the Principal 
and Board of Trustees of 
Tirimoana Primary to see if we 
could use their hall on the 
afternoon of Sunday 28 July. This 
is the same hall that was used for 
the 2009 and 2013 conventions 
and we were fortunate to gain 
approval to use it again for our 
July group meeting. 

Come Sunday the 28th as luck 
would have it the weather turned 
out fine and dry but the hall was 
booked so that’s where the 
meeting would be. I spent the 
morning running around like a 
mad thing finding some track to 

use plus getting food and drink 
for the afternoon tea. I eventually 
got the car loaded, grabbed a 
quick bite to eat for lunch and 
then raced down to the hall. 

Michael Hilliar and Derek Lane 
were already waiting at the hall 
when I got there and Hugh Keal 
turned up soon after that. We also 
had Alan Very (President of the 

Rail Enthusiasts Society) visiting 
us. Louise soon had the hall open 
and we all unloaded the track and 
trains that we brought along. 
David also came along and 
helped set up the track and run 
the trains. 

We soon had a large oval of 
approximately 5m x 8m down 
with a smaller loop located inside 
that. The large oval used LGB 
number 2 curves for corners and 
we also placed a point on each 
corner so we could create sidings 
to park the trains. The power 
supply used the two new power 
packs that debuted at the Model 
X hobby show and we soon had 
trains running.  

Derek ran a Budd railcar plus a 
small Kof diesel loco and train, 
Michael had his Aster Garrett and 
a train of boxcars, Hugh ran a 
Stainz loco plus a Corpett loco 
and train of wagons, I had my 
White Pass ten wheeler plus train 
of passenger carriages and Alan 

Derek Lane and Hugh Keal setting up one of the sidings 

Overall view of the set up 
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Very brought along his LGB 
starter sets and gave them a run. 
Later in the afternoon Bruce 
Cropper arrived and he showed us 
his latest hand built points. 

I think the person who enjoyed 
the meeting the most was the 
young son of one of teachers who 
came along to have a peak at the 
trains. He really seemed to enjoy 
watching the trains and following 
them as they went around and he 
was most impressed with 
Michael’s Garrett. 

Although the small number of 
people that turned up was rather 
disappointing, those of us who 
did attend had a pleasant 
afternoon running and watching 
trains. I know that other groups 
have successfully run group 
meetings in hired halls using the 
track that members bought along 
but this was the first time that the 
Auckland group tried this format.  

Although we were successful 
with building tracks and running 
trains, the very low numbers of 
group members who attended the 
meeting suggest that this is not a 
favourable approach for the 
future. 

 

Derek Lane’s Budd rail car and Hugh Keal’s “Corpett” 

Robert Graham’s White Pass Train and Michael Hilliar’s Garrett 

Bruce Cropper’s facing points 
locking mechanism 

All photos:  Michael Hilliar 
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Seeing Kerry Paterson’s Frank 
Roberts’ Memorial Running Day in 
Augus t  Garden  Whis t l e ,  I 
remembered I had a suitcase of some 
of that original stuff somewhere. 

I first acquired this suitcase a 
number of years ago. It was full of 
bits and pieces given to someone 
else, but later on I ended up with it. 
It’s a case of trying to keep these 
items from being lost forever and 
hopefully someday someone else 
will take them over from me. There 
were a number of tins of odd bits 
pieces; including were brass turned 
steam pressure gauges where he used 
negative film for the dials. There are 
two Ab tenders, a cab and head stock 
so I presume they are Frank’s, I 
believe his brothers made the rolling 
stock. What I have is either damaged 
of not finished.  

These items are very basic; they 
didn’t have the materials that are 
available to us for scratch building. 
Tin plate and wood were the main 
building material of that day. The 
only manufactured parts I can 
identify are a few items from gauge 

one that would have come from 
England. These are brass cast axle 
boxes with leaf springs, arch bar 
bogie sides and wheels.  The wheels 
are of an English Mansell design 
They didn’t quite have brass etching 
available to them in those days for 

More on Frank Roberts 
Report by Michael Hilliar, Auckland 

Frank Roberts’ “L” wagon 

Frank Roberts’ Ab tender and rolling stock 
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load distribution plates etc. but they 
did have zinc etched printing plates 
that were used in the letterpress 
printing trade, only problem they 
were thicker and would require a lot 
of filing back. We can today be quite 
grateful for how easy it is to order 
from all over the world by internet 
using credit cards and can generally 
have it in a week or two; but think 
back in those days it would have 
taken at least six weeks for your order 
to go to England by sea, another six 
weeks for your order to return and 
payment would have been by postal 
order. Oh the Good old days! 

I believe there was a number of 
others  all over the country modeling 
New Zealand Government Railways 
in 1/24th but what kept  Frank 
Roberts  to the forefront was his 
daughter Joyce’s book “Steam in 
Miniature”, also he was a main part 
of the model railway display for the 
1940 Centennial exhibition that was 
held at Wellington.  

A large amount of his collection is 
now in Te Papa in Wellington along 
with other items made by the railway 
workshop for the Centennial 
Exhibition; these can be seen on the 
w e b  s i t e  h t t p : / /
c o l l e c t i o n s . t e p a p a . g o v t . n z /

theme.aspx?irn=631 but only a small 
part is on display.  

There was also a Film made by New 
Zealand Film Unit of Frank’s railway 
that was shown as a news clip before 
the main feature at the cinemas: 
another ‘back in the good old days’. 
The sound track was by fast violins 
and the sort of fast fact commentary 
which the film editor thought the 
general public really wanted.  My 
copy of this film can be found on a 
DVD ‘The New Zealand Railways 
Story’. 

With a number of builders like Kerry 
Paterson , Wayne Haste, Glen 
Anthony and others  using modern 
materials, like plastic card,  scratch 
building  can still be quite a task, but 
it is  keeping  NZGR modeling alive 
and hopefully someday we to will 
have a large range of products 
available to us like our smaller NZR 
cousins. 

Footnote: Interestingly the cast 
wheels are of a Mansell pattern used 
on English railways whereby the 
centre part is made up of compressed 
wooden wedges.   This was in an 
attempt to dampen the rail noise; 
h t t p : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i /
Mansell_wheel 

The Americans used compressed 
paper wheel centers for the same 
purpose.  

h t t p : / / w ww. mi d c o n t i n en t . o rg /
r o l l i n g s t o c k / d i c t i o n a r y /
paperwheels.htm 

“Bits” from the box ex Frank Roberts 

Ab tender and cab.   All photos: Michael Hilliar 
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Our August meeting 
was a visit to John 
N a p i e r ’ s  i n d o o r 
railway. The timing of 
this indoor meeting 
during winter was 
fortunate, as the day we 
visited was wet so an 
outdoor meeting would 
have been cancelled. 
John Napier started 
collecting in 1989. 
During trips back to his 
home land, England, he 
managed to make side 
trips to Europe and visit 
the LGB factory in 
Nurnburg, Germany. He 
was even lucky enough 
to meet the owners, The 
Lehmann's brothers. 
This was back before 
LGB ran into troubled 
times and eventually 
got bought out by 
Marklin. 
As well as buying trains 
direct from his trips to 
Germany, he has some 
of the late Bob 

C G R S Visit to John Napier 
Report by Glen Anthony, Christchurch 

Photo: Iain Collingwood 

Photo: Lyn McClure 
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McCully's collection.  The layout is in a dedicated 
train room (great venue for a wet winter’s day). The 
layout base is a steel frame with MDF top.  All locos 
are track powered, and one 10 amp transformer is 
enough to run the complete layout.  There is a 

dedicated tram circuit and three train loops.  Two are 
flat, and one has a hill climb with very steep grades. 

The buildings have internal lighting, and the 
hundreds of figures have been collected from various 
places. 

Photo: Glen Anthony 

Photo: Lyn McClure 
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Photo: Lyn McClure 

Photo: Lyn McClure 



Page 9 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

National Garden Railway Convention 2014 Registration 
Notes. 

February 15 & 16 2014 
 

Saturday 15th February 2014: 
 Registration Opens at 8 am at 55 Titoki Street Masterton 
 Visits to Masterton Garden Railway Layouts in morning. 
 Lunch in Masterton where you will be able to run your own trains. 
 Visit layout(s) in Carterton Afternoon Tea 
 Seminars and Dinner 
 Carterton Memorial Club, 35 – 77 Broadway, Carterton 
 
Sunday 16th February 2014: 
 Start in Carterton early as we have a lot to see. 
 Visit Carterton Garden Railways Layouts 
 Lunch and run your own trains 
 Travel to Featherston and visit last Garden Railway 
 3- 4 pm. Finish up for afternoon tea at the Fell Museum. 
 

Morning and afternoon teas will be provided both days. 
 

What’s on? 
This convention will be a Layout centric.  There will still be a formal seminar session on Saturday afternoon 
and more informal seminars at some of the layouts. 
 
The Wairarapa has nearly universally adopted Crest Revolution as the main control method or at least as an 
addition to another method. In addition due to the need for Live Steam locomotives to drive servos alternative 
Radio control methods are used by our friends from the Wellington Group. 
For this reason we have a lot of experience with these methods of radio control. Therefore there will be 
seminars on Radio Control covering Crest Revolution, add on’s and the alternatives.  
Two Radio Engineers will present material on various systems and explain why some are not suitable in New 
Zealand. They will be available to answer all your tricky questions. 
 
Some of the informal seminars will cover but not limited too Coal fired Locomotives (to be confirmed), air 
operated points, concrete molded track bed, Gardens and Railways, molded concrete buildings and much 
more. 

Transport 
For those not bringing their own cars transport will be available to and from the railway station or bus depot 
and to the convention on both days. Please advise requirements on Registration form. 
This document will be up dated with detail when presenters are confirmed.  

Registration Form attached after Page 
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Loco box for EXE  
by Michael Hilliar, Auckland 

Henrik Dorbeck a while ago 
brought a kit of EXE, a Lynton 
and Barnstable Railway engine 
produced by Garden Railway 
S p e c i a l i s t s  o f  P r i n c e s 
Risborough, England. As Henrik 
found the kit to be rather 
daunting, he commissioned that 
great railway modeller, Geoff 
Hallam, to build it for him.  
Geoff made a fantastic job of it 
and I accompanied Henrik down 
to pick it up.  It was given a good 
test run on Geoff and Sue’s track 
before it was time to return home. 
After delicate packing into the 
car it did show it would need 
something better otherwise it was 
going to be damaged; so I 
decided I would build it a loco 
box for its future safer transport. 

This is not going to be a blow by 
blow account on how to build a 
loco box; but just my thoughts on 
how or why when I am building 
mine. Every box will need a 
certain amount of customizing to 
suit its contents. 

Plastic foam comes in many 
densities; you may think it soft 
when pushing your finger into it, 
but over a large flat area there 
will be very little give and could 
over time crush your model. I 
prefer to use a softer foam of 
about 25mm with just a slight 
squeeze to hold the model. The 
inside measurements would be 
the main flat part of the loco plus 

the foam each side.  The amount 
of squeeze would come from the 
cardboard backing the foam and 

material when making the 
cushions. 

The box ready for final cutting 

Trimmed back to finished size 
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When I first made the wooden 
box, out of 12mm pine plywood, 
it was also  made slightly wider, 
and then sanded etc.  It was then 
cut down the middle and 
skimmed back to the finished 

size. By doing it this way both 
halves will be true to each other. 
The box floor was grooved to 
take the wheel flanges. I would 
also double the thickness of the 
floor to give longer screws more 

purchase into as one would not 
like the floor to drop out; do 
remember our locomotives are 
generally quite heavy.  

For the same reason do use a 
larger number of hinges.  The 
hinges were fitted in the usual 
way; I rebated them in using a 
2mm router bit mounted in a drill 
press.  The hinges need to be an 
exact fit rebated into each half by 
half the thickness of the hinge so 
when the sides are closed there is 
a tight fit, otherwise the two sides 
will slide against each other when 
closed. 

The box was then stained and 
varnished. This time I used a 
stain varnish; it does give a richer 
colour but is very difficult to 
apply evenly and when knocked 
does mark easily. Those who 
know me know that I seek 
perfection; but I must keep 
reminding myself that this is a 
box to protect the locomotive and 
if the box is too good you going 
to be too scared to use it for its 
intended purpose. 

The suitcase catches came from 
the hardware store, the handles I 
made myself. It does pays to use 
two handles, one each side for 
security, otherwise if you failed 
to apply the catches you could tip 
out your valuable locomotive 
when you pick it up. 

With the cushions I mounted the 
plastic foam onto a backing card 
using a contact glue [or hot glue]. 
You cannot use PVA or similar 
as it will soak into the foam and 

The two halves clamped together and using the drill press to route out 
the rebate for the hinges. 

The rebates for the hinges on the base being routered out on the drill 
press 
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destroy its softness. The velvet 
fabric is then wrapped around the 
cushion and glued to the card 
back; I did use PVA for that.  

The removable cushions which 
stop the locomotive sliding to and 
fro were made from polystyrene 
blocks and with plastic foam 
padding added to where it touches 
the locomotive. The front one also 
sits over the front deck to hold it 
down in its tracks, the rear of the 
locomotive is held down in place 
by the cab roof.  

As all modellers, we are always 
thinking of better ways of doing 
things and I have now been 
thinking the use of the piano 
hinges would probably been even 
better; just make sure the bottom 
end of the box halves come into 
even contact of the base otherwise 
you will get oscillation between 
the two halves. 

I hope this has been of help to you 
and has given you ideas 

The cushions being wrapped up in velvet 

Snug as a bug in a rug 

EXE all ready to go home 

All photos: Michael Hilliar 
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I started with model railroading 
when I was 10 years old and for 
my birthday/Christmas present I 
was lucky enough to receive a 
Marklin train set with two ovals 
of track and four electric points. 
While this ran well it sparked on 
the third rail like crazy, but it 
gave me a thirst for all things 
railway. 

Eventually, sparking trains and 
everything running at 150mph 

just did not do it for me, as well 
as not the best value for money. 

I always had a soft spot for NZR, 
but cost and lack of ready to run 
products  and now my social life 
made demands on my time so the 
hobby went into recess for some 
years. 

It was ten years later; with the 
birth of my son my interest was 
rekindled.  This time, I purchased 
Hornby 00 scale trains.  I soon 

found that Hornby’s “Flying 
Bathtubs” did not have the 
performance or quality and detail. 
At about this time, and as a 
member of the Hoosick Model 
Railway group, I started looking 
hard at American model trains 
and ended up purchasing HO 
scale Santa Fe steam and diesel, 
all of which ran well, had good 
prototype fidelity and were well 
priced.  My friend, Ray Ashby, 
persuaded me into dual gauge and 

The Lincoln & Southbridge  
Division of The Denver & Rio Grande Western 

Report & photos: Dennis Lindsay, Lincoln 
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the layout of the time ended up 
with a section of narrow gauge 
and gradually the narrow gauge 
gained full control of the layout. 

I had become a fan for over width 
locomotives on a narrow strip of 
track trundling along over bridges 
and trestles.  Ray and I built 
several layouts at different 
locations and we had great fun 
designing and building.  Sadly, 
when Ray passed on, no one else 
in Auckland, had interests in 
HOn3 so the pace slowed then 
stopped.  Sometime later I saw 
advertised, and visited, a Model 
Train Show in South Auckland 
where I met up with Michael 
Hilliar who showed me G scale 

trains.  I was impressed, realistic 
sound, smooth running, easy to 
see and handle, so I decided to 
take the plunge, sold all my Hon3 
collection, most of which went to 
Australia. 

As I started to purchase 
equipment, my attention moved 
to 1:20.3 (F Scale) and purchased 
rolling stock and kits.  These 
were built, painted and decaled, 
but a layout was still not on the 
planning horizon.  Then 
retirement and a move to 
Christchurch pre earthquake, 
bought a property which featured 
a large house and good sized site, 
1070m2  Twelve months went 
by, now the planning stage with 

some new thinking and fresh 
ideas.  Prime among these 
thoughts was the layout would be 
one metre above ground level.  
This would make it easier for an 
aging back having been abused 
all my life as a cabinetmaker/
joiner. Grades could be kept to a 
maximum of 2%.  Construction 
started with the posts being set 
out according to the scale plan.  
Holes were drilled 450mm deep 
using a post hole borer (great 
boy’s toy); the posts put in the 
holes and concreted in place 
making it all very solid.  After the 
earthquake, some of the posts 
went out of square, but this did 
not matter as I had not tied the 
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posts together.  The posts were 
now levelled, using a laser level, 
tied together and housed to take 
100mm x 20mm dressed rails 
then cross braced with a second 
level at 600mm centres.  All 
construction was tied together 
with Tex bolts and 40mm x 
8SWG wood screws.  This made 
a strong level frame.  The grade 
risers (100mm x 
20mm) were glued 
and screwed to the 
second level deck. 

I set out the middle 
row of track spline 
blocks then added a 
40mm trellis batten.  
When dry I added 
extra blocks and 
splines, two either 
side of centre which 
will make up to 
132mm wide and will 
become an extremely 
rigid track base.  
When all the splines 
were dry they were 
hand planed to give a 
smooth track base and 
easy transition into 
curves and grades.  
(Refer sketch) 

All graded and planed 
splines were then 
covered with black 
polythene to stop 
b a l l a s t  f a l l i n g 
through. Then added 
wind cloth to give the 
ballast more grip.  All 
of this held down 

with stainless steel staples.  As 
you will see from the progress 
photos, this layout is ready for 
wiring for those track power DC.  
My choice is to use battery power 
with the Revolution control. 

In the meantime, bridges and 
tunnel portals are being built and 
fitted, weather permitting. 

Further developments will be a 
rerail track, a storage siding and 
scenery, this being very 
important as a derailment under 
battery power will have a log 
drop of up to 1.2 metres. 
Hopefully the layout will be 
ready after Christmas, say March/
April 2014. 

Progress reports will follow. 
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Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Workshop 
Ian Galbraith, Rangiora  

As most garden railways tend to have bridges as a 
feature, and mostly trestles, I thought I would like 
something different.  Looking through the Ted 
Brewer plans I decided on a King Truss Bridge to be 
suitable to cross the proposed “Dry River”. 

The bridge components were cut from treated pine, 
on the bench saw, and brass rod.  

The cutting list for the pine was: 
2 off King Posts 16 x 16 x 190 mm 
2 off Cross Beams 13 x 19 x330 mm 
2 off Caps 10 x 23 x 45 mm 
2 off Shoe 19 x 22 x 238 mm 
2 off Brace 13 x 16 x 203 mm 
4 off Truss 13 x 16 x 305.mm 
6 off Stringers 13 x 19 x 508 mm 
22 off  Sleepers 9 x 9 x 238 mm 
3 off Walkway 9 x 2 x 508 mm 

From brass bar: 
4 off Tension Rods 3/32” x 230 mm 
14 off Through Bolts 3/32” x 65 mm 
36 off Brass Washers 7BA 
36 off Brass Nuts 7BA 

Each end of the Tension Rods and Through Bolts 
were threaded 7BA, with the brass bar held in the 
lathe tailstock chuck and the die held in the three jaw 
chuck.  The lathe chuck was turned by hand to thread 
the bar 15 mm.  All the Tension Rods and Through 
Bolts were cut over length and trimmed to length 
after the bridge was finished. 

The Shoes, Stringers, Cross Beams and King Posts 
were positioned and clamped for drilling.  Once the 
bolts were in place through the Cross Beams and 
King Posts, two Stringers, one each side of the King 
Posts were drilled along with the Caps and the four 

Caps 

Noses 

Cross Beams 

Trusses 

Braces 

King Posts 

Stringers 

Not shown are the Sleepers and Walkways 
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Tension Rods were fitted.  The Trusses had each end 
cut to fit and were bolted in place.  The Braces were 
trimmed and fitted.  All the Through Bolts were fitted 
along with the washers and nuts.  When all the nuts 
were correctly tightened the excess length of the rods 
were trimmed to length. 

Two Stringers were centred in line with the centre of 
each rail.   All the Stringers were glued to the Shoes 
and the Cross Beams and also pinned...  The Sleepers 
were glued and pinned to the stringers. Six Sleepers 
were trimmed to fit between the Trusses and the King 
Posts. 

The whole assembly was then given a heavy coat of 
Metalex wood preservative and, when thoroughly dry 
the bridge was given a coat of Resene Silver Ash 
fence stain.  The running rails and the guard rails 
were spiked to every fourth sleeper.  This was 
achieved by drilling the base of the rail, both sides, 
1.5 mm then drilling a 1mm starter hole in the 
Sleeper.  19 mm brass panel pins were used as spikes. 

The rails at the position of the bridge were cut and 
the bridge temporarily installed. 

A block of Hebel concrete was provided by a fellow 
member and two abutments were cut to size.  After 
checking the size was correct lines were scribed to 
give the effect of a block work construction.  Dilute 
black concrete colour was washed over the abutments 
and then the “blocks” were coloured with a mixture 
of burnt umber and yellow.  This colouring was 
chosen in an attempt to replicate the colour of the 
rocks used in another area of the railway.  Many 

Threading one of the Through Bolts 

Setting up to fit Trusses to second King Post 

Completed ready for timber treatment and staining 

Completed ready for installation 
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September 7‐8 20013 North Shore Model Train Show Auckland 
October 12‐13 2013 Model Railway Exhibi on, The Pavilion, Hamilton Gardens Hamilton 
October19‐20 2013 Rail 150 Christchurch Big Model Train Show 
November 7‐10 2013  29th Pokaka Cultural Convoca on 
November 23‐24 2013 Railex. Hor cultural Hall,32 Laings Rd, Lower Hu  
February 15‐16 2014 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Wairarapa 
April 18‐21 2014 NZAMRC Conven on, Hamilton 
May 4‐10 2014 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Tampa, Florida 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 

thanks for assistance and advice from, Glen 
Anthony and Geoff Hallam on working with Hebel 
concrete. The backs and bases of the abutments 
were given a coating of bitumen waterproofing and 

the rest sprayed with a clear sealer.  The abutments 
and bridge have been installed and the track leading 
to the bridge has been ballasted. It only remains now 
for the “Dry River” to be laid...  

Abutments and bridge installed on the  railway. (“Dry river” still to be completed) 

Ted Brewer plans for the King Truss Bridge and other railroad structures are available from: 
modelrailroadplans@hotmail.com 

www.aussiehomebrewing.com/brewerplans/au.html 
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Iain Collingwood’s Workshop 
Here are some kit buildings I have 
been building for my indoor layout.  
These could be used outside if 
wished but would require good glue 
and paint if to be left outside. 

These kits have a shell to 
start assembling to get required 
basic shape. The kits are foam and 
cut to shape. (Similar item to use 
could be the corrugated plastic real 
estate signs are made from) 

The items I have been using from 
these kits to detail them are 
Houseworks 1:25 scale items which 
are available locally from: The 
Enchanted Garden (03) 366 2822.   
These items make building a lot 
simpler. 

After making the basic shape I 
detail the exterior using trims on 
the edges like 90 degree L shaped 
balsa wood and moulding strip 
wood. I add sheets of wood to 
exterior which looks like weather 
board or clapboard material, a coat 
of paint is applied and then 

windows, doors, stairs and railings are 
painted and fitted.  These are ready 
made and come in different styles. 

For roofing I have added shingles, 
textured papers and corrugated iron, 
fine grit sandpaper is effective and a 
cheap way of doing textured roof 
and corrugated iron is cheap with tin 
soda cans, or my preferred choice beer 
cans. You can buy the corrugating tool 
cheap from Spotlight etc. I paid $5 for 
mine.  See photo, Left. 

All photos: Iain Collingwood 
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Contact me at icollingwood@clear.net.nz if you have any questions or on Facebook page: New Zealand 
Garden Railways which has more photos  
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Product Review 
Ian Galbraith, Rangiora  

This Dremel unit has recently come 
on the market.  As a long time user 
of a fretsaw, some sixty  plus years, 
I have often looked at purchasing a 
scroll saw for use when model 
making, but had not found anything 
that seemed to fill my needs. 

The Dremel Moto-Saw seemed the 
ideal item.  It could be bench 
mounted and used as a conventional 
scroll saw and by removing the 
power unit from the table could be 
used as a powered “fretsaw”. 

The table is attached to the bench 
with two clamps and the  power unit 

is then slid into the table where it 
automatically locks in place. The 
power unit is removed by depressing 
the lock and pushing it back and up 

The blades have pins which locate in 
the lower section and into the top 
frame.  The blade is tensioned when 
the locking lever is pushed fully 
back. 

A mitre guide is provided and when 
in the 90o position can be locked so 
that when the saw is fitted with a 
blade at 90o to the pins, the mitre 
may be used for long straight cuts.   

Four different blades are provided, 
narrow wood blade for when sharp 
turns or curves are required, wider 
blade for straight cuts or broader 
curves, A metal cutting blade for 
cutting metal up to 20 gauge and the 
90o blade for the long straight cuts 
across the table. 

I set up the saw table on a portable 
workbench and proceeded to cut the 
window and door opening on the 
model of the Cumbres Depot, the 
current project.  The cuts, through 
9mm ply, were very easily made and 

there was very little vibration.  
(Other items on the workbench did 
not move.) Cutting the braces for 
another King Truss Bridge were no 
problem.  The material was pine 
13mm thick and the cuts were at 
angles across the grain.  In all cases 
the cuts were clean and square. 

As a trial, using 3mm thick pine I 
was able to cut a 1mm strip along 
the grain without using a fence. 

At $149.00 from Mitre 10 Mega I 
feel I have value for money and 
another useful tool in the workshop.. 

Dremel Moto-Saw MS 20 

Cutting the angle on a Truss 

QUAYLERAIL 
Quality 45 mm gauge brass track for indoor or outdoor use.  Code 332 rail compatible with all overseas tracks 

Now available in 5ft (1.5m) lengths, comprising 2 lengths of rail, plastic sleepers with two rail joiners, for on-
ly $50.00, plus postage, at cost. Track is in “Kit form”.  

Why pay $80.00 or more for imported track when you can purchase locally. Postage is the most cost efficient 
method to send the track.  3m lengths also available, but need to be shipped by truck. 

North Island orders will be despatched from Auckland. 

Contact:  Graeme Quayle Phone 09 416 7600 gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz 

South Island orders will be despatched from Rangiora. 

Contact:  Ian C Galbraith Phone 03 551 2142 cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz  
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Well we had a lovely time this 
month, as we were invited to put 
on a display for the Wairarapa 
Railway Modellers at their 
biennial train show in the 
Masterton Town Hall.   

This show has always been a great 
opportunity for us Garden railway 
folks to get together and run trains 
in the winter while staying warm 
and dry indoors.  And of course 
there is the bonus of being able to 
show off our trains to the public at 
the same time. 

As usual we took over the stage at 
the front of the main hall.  The 
lads from over the hill in 
Wellington supplied the bulk of 
the track, and helped over the 
weekend to man the layout and 
run their trains.  We had a couple 
of large loops, each with storage 
sidings, and this covered most of 
the stage.  Inside these loops there 
were several lengths of straight 
track with static displays of a 
range of different locos and 
wagons.  Though it was available, 
we didn’t resort to using track 
power, as there were plenty of 
locos with batteries on-board. 

There was quite a nice-looking 
township set up towards the front 
of the stage with a station and 
several buildings borrowed from 
many of the local layouts. Brent 

Bartram also brought along a 
number of his pottery houses, 
which looked just the ticket, and 
Murray Clarke found several small 
shrubs to give the displays a bit of 
a garden look. 

Most of us found chairs and set 
ourselves up in the wings, where 
we had a good view of the action, 
and could chat with the crowd at 
the same time.  

The stage is a large area, with the 
interesting quirk of having a gentle 
slope built into it.  The slope 
causes no problems at all as long 
as the trains can haul the load on 
the uphill leg, and as long as there 
is only one train on each track…  
and as usual we had to have a go 
at running more than one train on 

each circuit didn’t we..  and with 
locos running at different speeds 
because of the gradient this 
required careful attention to make 
sure there were no collisions.   

Of course where there is a crowd 
there are always distractions.  And 
when there are distractions there is 
inevitably something that will take 
ones attention away from 
watching the trains..  Luckily there 
were plenty of other eyes on the 
job, so although we had a few 
exciting moments the crowd 
probably never noticed. 

The ladies were impressed with 
the big trains, and thought the 
houses and village looked lovely.  
The men were impressed with the 
rolling stock and locos on show, 

GARDEN RAILWAY MAKES IT ONTO THE STAGE 
WBS TRAIN SHOW 2013 

Report & Photos: Warren Stringer, Carterton 

A view of the Wairarapa Garden Railways Group display on the town 
hall stage 
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and were mentally calculating 
where they could put a layout in 
their garden..  The kids were 
awestruck with the god-like 
powers of the old blokes on the 
stage who could stop or start a 
train with a wave of their hand-
held wands…  Yes we had 
something for everyone. 

Lloyd Dickens was running Joan’s 
Thomas and Percy to keep the kids 
amused.  Lee Collett had his Tee 
train clipping along at a good 
pace.. Wayne Haste had a big 
German Muscle machine hooting 
and chuffing away.. and there 
were plenty more eager folks 
jockeying for turns to run their 
stock.  In fact we all had plenty of 
stuff to run and got through both 
running days with no flat battery 
dramas to worry about. 

On the front corner of the stage we 
set up a new barrel layout.  This 
was modelled on a design 
developed by Ian and Ann 
Galbraith.  Completed just a 
couple of days before the show it 
ran without any real drama over 
the whole weekend.   Lee Collett 
had bent up the steel support 

brackets for us, and had also 
generously donated a circle of four 
foot diameter Bachmann tin-plate 
track for the project. 

On the Saturday we used several 
small locos on battery power until 
they all eventually ran flat. The 
next day we resorted to track 
power, and Lloyd’s little diesel 
shunter ran round all day.  The 
track needed to be wiped down as 
it was getting a bit of an oil film 

on it that affected the power 
pickups on the loco; apart from 
that we had successful running 
with no hiccups. 

Also at the show this year was a 
stall owned by the Suttons from 
New Plymouth.  On display were 
a  c o u p l e  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g 
technologies that we had not seen 
before.  As an alternative to Aristo 
Craft’s Revolution radio control 
unit   Hobby & Train offer another 

Another view from the front of the stage.  

The new G- scale barrel layout at its first public outing.  In the 
background the wise men of garden railway modelling have congregated 
to discuss the joys of running trains inside as the rain teemed down 
outside. 
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option which performs similar 
functions.   

For remote points switching a 
laser pointer system is available 
which triggers a servo on the 
point motor.  If you have electric 
points this could be an option for 
you.  

Their online business is called 
“Hobby and Train” 

T h e  w e b s i t e  i s 
hobbyandtrain.co.nz      

You can contact Jean Sutton at 
(06) 753 9111 

As we all know, it’s taking the first 
uncertain steps that are the hardest 
in starting a garden railway, or 
anything new in life for that 
matter.  Wellington Garden 
Railway Group member John 

Seward is still planning his railway 
but is doing his planning in a 3D 
way as he takes his first steps.  No 
not some sort of computer track 
planning project but test laying 
track in more or less where the 

final permanent way is likely to be 
laid.  This is a rather good way to 
get a good feel on how things 
could look, what will be workable 
grades and just how much lawn or 
garden can be comfortably 
allocated for better use than just 
growing grass or flowers. 

Okay so just what is John 
planning.  A line skirting two sides 
of the lawn, running for much of 
the single track mainline in front 
of stone edging to the back garden.  
At each end there will be reverse 
loops, the loop at the patio end 
having sidings for the main station 
laid within it.  Principal motive 
power currently, and in the future, 
will be live steam or battery 
power, which means John doesn’t 
need to consider the complexities 
of switching polarity on reverse 
loops needed with track power. 

Hobby and Train 

The Seward Line 
Report & Photos: John Robinson, Wellington 

John Seward’s Roundhouse “Lady Anne”, Accucraft Baguley Drewry 
and hiding in the background his superb Tootle Engineering Clyde 

diesel shunter 
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On a recent Sunday, Ian Webb and 
myself, were invited to have an 
afternoon steam up, running a few 
trains over the temporary trackage 

while offering opinions on what 
John has planned and in particular 
testing out the steep grade out of 
the garden shed end reverse loop.  

Overall we gave the line the 
thumbs up, you could tell that 
because we ran trains long enough 
that evening was setting in before 
we left.  I rather like the idea of 
reverse loops at each end of a 
single line, you sort of get extra 
valve out of the single line section 
as trains alternate in direction over 
it. 

There really is great benefit of 
sharing this planning stage of your 
railway, not that others necessarily 
“know more”, I certainly don’t, 
but others see things differently.  
So what things did the three of us 
come up with that will need 
consideration in the permanent 
line.  A minimum radius of 1.2m 
(4ft) to suit a bigger live steam 

Ian Webb’s “Lady Anne” with a good head of steam 

John Robinson’s “Manawanui” hauling logs. 
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locos planned, easing a reverse 
curve with a short straight between 
the opposing curves, changing the 
configuration of the garden shed 
end reverse loop including raising 
it some 300mm which would 
improve the grade considerably, 
and placing a planned passing 
siding on the main line at the mid 
point between the reverse loops.  
This latter point being highlighted 
with having two visiting trains 
running at the same time. 

The old rules of laying the largest 
radius curves possible and gentlest 
grades practical apply no matter 
what the planned motive powers.  
John plans to open out the patio 
end reverse loop too, with much of 
it on a low trestle that he already 
has the timber for.  John said in 
fact he has sufficient timber 
purchased from Woodsworks 
http://www.woodsworks.co.nz that 
a higher trestle can be included in 
part of the garden shed loop.  
Reverse loops long enough to fit 

two trains of normal operating 
length is ideal too. 

The location of the railway is 
excellent, even in it’s temporary 
form it looks right at home skirting 
the lawn with the rock edging to 
the garden behind providing an 
ideal backdrop.  The arrangement 
John has used on the turnouts 
leading into the reverse loops, as 
previously advised by Ian, works 
really well with trains alternating 
b e t w e e n  c l o c k w i s e  a n d 
anticlockwise direction depending 
on which way the previous train 
past over the turnout.  Track is 
either Aristocraft or NZ rail and 
the plan is to lay it on a prepared 
base of base course with sharp 
sand ballast on the ground level 
sections. 

I look forward to helping John 
with a few more of these planning 
steam ups; it’s a very pleasant way 
to spend a Sunday afternoon.  The 
coffee and fruit loaf was good too! 

John Robinson’s “Manawanui” has running rights as Ian Webb’s “Lady 
Anne” builds up steam pressure. 

The reverse loop at the patio end of the line 
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Recently we had a visit 
from Daniel Hood, who 
brought with him a loco to 
run on our railway.  As 
Daniel’s loco required 
track power and I have not 
yet set up for this, we 
decided to run his loco on 
the tram line.  The tram 
line has track power and an 
automatic reversing system 
set up. 

While Daniel ran his loco 
to and fro on the tram line, I 
ran one of my battery powered locos.  A great way to spend an afternoon.  Great company and great fun. 

A visit to The Kippenberger Line 
Report & Photos: Alf Large, Rangiora 

Daniel’s loco on the tram line, rear, parallels  my battery powered loco 

Both locos pause at the end of the tram line.  (Must get Lyn to mow the lawn) 
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Club Events and Contacts  
Auckland:  

Sunday September 29 2013  AGM. Michael & Elizabeth Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland  
2:00pm.  Wet or Fine 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 
C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102. Ph 09 266-4745  
email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato:  
Saturday 7 September 2013, Andy Whyman (indoor/clinic meet?) 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  
Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge. Ph 07 823-0059. gscale@clear.net.nz  

Wairarapa:  
Sunday 8 September 2013  At the Carterton Railway Station.  Set up track from 8:00am.  This is Daffodil 
day and running will be from 10:00am until the train departs for Wellington.  Preferably battery or live 
steam. 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.  Ph 06 370 3790.  
 

Wellington:  
Sunday 8 September 2013  John Robinson’s H & M Garden Railway, Tawa from 1:30pm 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  
C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249 Ph 0274 427 160 wgtngardenrail@gmail.com  
 

Christchurch:  
 

Sunday 22 September 2013 Kabita Whale, 175 Seabridge Road, Motukarara 1:00pm 
Sunday  13 October 2013 Ross Fraser, 42 Williams Street, Kaiapoi 1:00pm 
 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Society P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  
Chairperson: Don Ellis. Email: don@computercables.co.nz 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Society and features 
news from various G scale clubs in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details can be found above.  
Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 

attachments.  
Editor: Ian c Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.  

Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz  



National Garden Railway Convention 
Wairarapa 

15/16 February 2014 
Official Registration Form 

 
Name…………………………………………………………………………………… 
Partners Name …………………………………………………………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Phone ……………………………………….. Mobile………………………….. 
Email …………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
The full Registration fee covers the cost of morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea on both Saturday and Sun-
day, the Saturday night Dinner and entrance into the Fell Museum on Sunday afternoon. 
The Dinner on Saturday night is also available to partners and spouses. 
A Wairarapa Garden Railway Polo Shirt will be available on order with your registration. 
The Shirts must be ordered before 20 January 2014 to allow time for manufacture. 
 
All registrations paid in full are required by 8th of February 2014. 
 
Preferred name on tag ………………………………………………… 
 
Preferred name on tag (spouse) ………………………………………... 
 
Full Registration $80   (includes dinner) No Attending …………. $............  
 
Saturday Dinner only $35.00   No Attending …………. $............ 
 
Wairarapa Polo Shirt $45.00 
Shirt No Required ……….  Sizes …………………………… $............ 
 
         Total: $............ 
 
I need transport from (in Wairarapa) ………………………………………………… 
 
    when ………………………………………………… 
 
Please make cheques payable to “Lloyd Dickens Garden Rail” 
Internet banking payments to BNZ account: 02 0520 0171110 097 put your name in the reference field. 
Post forms and cheques to 55 Titoki Street, Masterton 5810 or  
Email: lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 


