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There was a 
slightly lower 
turnout of members  
than usual , but we 
had an enjoyable 
afternoon of train 
running  and 
socialising at 
Graeme Wood’s 
“Linden Grove 
Railway”, an 
indoor railway.  
Both track and 
battery powered 
trains were  run. 
Don Ellis was 
running trains in 
Wellington and left control of the 
meeting to Kerry Paterson.  Kerry 
reported that the membership now 

stands at fifty-five.. Kerry called for 
offer to host the August Running day 
and advised that the September 

meeting would be at Don’s  work 
place to carry out some updating on 
the Group’s layout in preparation for 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Running Day at  
The Linden Grove Railway 

Andrew Wilson’s Stainz hauled train Photo: John Lammiman 

John Lammiman’s two truck Shay and short log train Photo: John Lammiman 
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the Big Model Train Show in 
October. 
Ian Galbraith gave an update on 
interest for the Garden Railway 
Convention to be held in 
Christchurch in February 2015.  To 
date fifty-two people have registered 
an interest in attending, with five of 
this number  being from Australia.  
Approaches have been made to 
Garden Rail, England and Garden 
Railways, USA to publicize the 
Convention..  
Many thanks to Graeme and Barbara 
for hosting the Running Day and 
providing afternoon tea. 

Andrew Wilson’s Stainz hauled train crossing the duck under Photo: John Lammiman 

Graeme Wood’s Fire Station  Photo: Ian C Galbraith 
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Wrapped lumber being railed to Timaru Photo: Ian C Galbraith 

Graeme’s NW2 waiting to help out if needed Photo: Ian C Galbraith 
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9th National Garden Railway 
Convention 

Hosted by Christchurch Garden Railway Group 
Russley Golf Club and Conference  Centre Christchurch 

6—8 February 2015  
 

The Convention venue will open at 8:00am on Friday 6 February 2015 for registrations and 
the setting up of Buy, Sell and Swap tables as well as display areas.. 

The programme will start with the Official Welcome at 9:00am followed by a Clinic and the 
start of Garden Railway visits.   

A full programme has been organised to allow for Garden Railway visits and informative 
workshops/clinics. 

Morning and afternoon teas will be provided each day as well as lunches.  An evening meal 
will be included on Friday evening. 

A Convention Dinner will be held on the Saturday evening, partners and/or friends will be 
able to attend this at the cost of the meal. 

We expect to wind up the Convention mid afternoon on Sunday 8 February 2015, when it is 
hoped the venue for the next Convention will be announced. 

Further information, full programme details and Registration Forms will be sent out in 
October. 

There are a number of Motels within walking distance of the venue 
Airport Christchurch Motel 55 Roydvale Ave, Burnside, Christchurch 8053 

Airport Palms Motel 56 Roydvale Ave, Burnside, Christchurch 8053 
Airport Delta Motel 61 Roydvale Ave, Burnside, Christchurch 8053 

Airport Lodge Motel 105 Roydvale Ave, Christchurch 8053 
Aarburg Airport Motel 94 Roydvale Ave, Burnside, Christchurch 8053 

 
To register your Interest in the Convention, and receive personal updates, send your name and 

contact details to: 
9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz or post to: 9NGRC, 3 Church Street, Rangiora, 7400 
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Two of these small railcars were built by 
the New Zealand Railways at the Petone 
Workshops, Wellington, in 1925. RM 4 
was put into service on the Edendale to 
Wyndham branch railway line in June 
1926 and withdrawn from service in 
February 1931. The Pleasant Point 
Railway & Historical Society built a 
replica of RM 4 between 1981 and 1999. 
It was based on a 1925 one ton Model T 
Ford truck chassis. Seating was for 12, 
including the driver. 
The Canterbury Model and Experimental 
Engineers, to which I belong, have a 
raised 5” track. 

Having already made a G scale model of 
RM 4, I decided to construct a 5” gauge 
version. 

The prototype railcar is stand alone, and 
does not pull anything, so I considered 
making it self contained and radio 
controlled. But this would require me to 
follow behind in another train. My 

solution was to push 
the railcar around the 
track with a powered 
trolley, with as much 
separation between 
the two as was 
practical.  

Fortunately, a well 
used passenger trolley 
was available for 
conversion. The front 
bogie was modified to 
incorporate an electric 
motor using both belt 
and chain drives. (The 
overall reduction is 
11.25:1) 

The seat squab was 
s h o r t e n e d  t o 
accommodate the 
battery compartment and control console. 
A length of aluminium tube was 
organized, including a pivot point, to 
provide the connection to the railcar. The 

tube is 2400mm long and contains wires 
to power the LED lights and a speaker for 
the engine sound. The latter is generated 
by a PICAXE programmable IC, with the 
pitch varying along with the electric 
motor speed. There is a small amplifier 
module between the IC output and the 
speaker. Two 50Ahr, 12v, Gel Cells in 
series, power the electronic speed 
controller. Twelve volt and five volt 
regulators provide for the other circuits. 
Direction control is via a three position 
(centre off) double pole switch. A key 
switch is used to turn on the main power 
and also two multi-meters that monitor 
overall battery voltage and current drain. 
This switch also controls the engine 
cranking and stopping sounds at its 
extremity. 

Having successfully had the trolley 
running, my attention then turned to the 
railcar. Its construction is basically a 

Model T Railcars 
Report & Photos: Dean Farrow, Christchurch  

Motor drive for the powered trolley 

Batteries and controls 



Page 7 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

wooden frame with 0.3mm thick 
aluminium covering. The roof is cut out 
of a polystyrene block using a hot wire to 
give the initial shape. An old singlet 
(applied while wet) provided the covering 
fabric, attached with PVA glue. The 
louvers in the bonnet are formed by first 
creating parallel cuts (0.1mm blade) using 
my Unimat lathe with a wooden jig 
attached to the cross slide. The actual 
louver shapes were then pressed out with 
a very crude punch and die. The door and 
window hinges are indicative only. They 
are made from aluminium sheet folded 
into a U shape. The 0.1mm blade was 
used to create the hinge sections, and 
small dressmaking pin heads simulate the 
domed hinge ends. At this time, the inside 
of the cab is ‘blacked out’ until I manage 
to detail its interior at a later stage. The 
RM 4 name plates are laser engraved into 
plastic sheeting. The head and tail lights 
are turned from aluminium round. Their 
plastic lenses are also turned by double-
sided taping them onto a disk rotated on 

the head stock. The track 
cleaning brushes are each 
made from half an old tooth 

brush. Their purpose, I have 
been told, was to sweep frozen rabbit 
droppings, stones and other obstacles 
from the tracks. 

The finished project runs well and has 
attracted some interesting questions and 
comments: ‘Is the railcar radio 
controlled?’ ’It does a great job pulling 
you and the passengers around the track’ 

 

Body under construction 

Awaiting painting and glazing 

Running at Halswell 
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Anzac Hall, a Winter Shelter 
Report and Photos: John Robinson, Tawa 

Following on from the success 
of the Wellington Garden 
Railway Group’s June hall 
meeting July was the Wairarapa 
Garden Railway Group’s turn to 
repeat the success, this time at 
the Anzac Hall in Featherston.  
Funning thing though, like our 
meeting in June, the weather was 
actually quite pleasant for 
winter, but considering the 
weather on almost every other 
weekend halls are a safe bet for 
winter. 

As in June there isn’t much I can 
tell you about.  Hall meetings 
you see are a bit like sports 
tours; “what happens on tour 
stays on tour”!  Lots of trains, 
good company, bad jokes 
(certainly can’t repeat some of 
them) and of course a classic 

Wairarapa Group afternoon tea.  
Thanks Christine. 

Perhaps the only down side of 
winter hall meetings is the 
l ight ing is  ter r ib le  for 
photograph, well without a 
better flash unit than I have 
anyway.  The Anzac Hall has the 
warmth of memories of 
generations of dances and 
functions but the darkish stained 
and varnished timber holding 
those memories did absorb the 
light even more.  The Anzac 
Hall is bigger than the Tawa 
Baptist Church Hall used last 
month, so you’ll just have to 
take my word that that space 
allowed us to run even more 
trains on larger loops, and some 
quite big trains at times too. 

The meeting was pretty well 
attended with most of the usual’s 
there compliment by a few 
visitors from the Wairarapa 
Model Railway Club.  A few of 
the usual’s were up in 
Palmerston North at that city’s 
Rail-Ex show, so we’ll forgive 
them for that, specially as they 
were waving the flag for G scale 
there. 

Another thing that is has been 
happening at hall meetings is the 
opportunity for helping others 
with maintenance or other 
problems on there locomotives.  
This is something we hope to 
build on to round out our winter 
meetings, so as they say “watch 
this space”. 

General view of the set up in the Featherston ANZAC Hall Photo: John Robinson 
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Signal box Brian Cashmore built for John Seward.  It has a removable roof to allow access to the control 
frame John will install inside to operate his air operated turnouts. Photo: John Robinson 
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Started some time ago, this 
project has reached completion.  
The Saloon and Barber Shop are 
now ready for installation on the 
railway. The Shady Lady Saloon 
started out as a hardware Store 
with Masonic Lodge above, 
based on one of Ted Brewer’s 
plans 

www.brewerplans.com 

Both buildings are constructed 
from 7mm plywood, glued and 
pinned.  Apart from the large 
windows, in the saloon and 
barber shop, all other windows 
and doors are castings from my 
own patterns.  Door knobs are 
the heads of brass panel pins.   

The large windows are 
glazed with 3mm 
Perspex, for strength, 
while all others are 
glazed with Lexan.   

The saloon has a 
cladding of rough sawn 
timber planks.  The 
barber shop is clad with 
weatherboard sheets... 
The saloon has a 
simulated ‘tar paper’ 
roof and the barber shop 
h a s  c o r r u g a t e d 
a luminium.  The 
buildings have interior 
detail, including wall 
paper, and lighting.  

Page 10 

 Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Workshop 
Report & Photos: Ian Galbraith, Rangiora 

Basic structure for Saloon 
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August 16‐17 2014 TrainZ14, Lodge Hall Ferrymead Heritage Park 
 For more informa on:  peterr@inet.net.nz 
October 4‐5 2014 Christchurch Model Train Show 
 Pioneer Leisure Centre, Ly elton Street, Christchurch 
October 25‐26 2014 Great Li le Train Show 
 SSME’s Grounds, Surrey Park, Invercargill 
November 6‐9 2014 Pokaka Cultural Convoca on 
 Taylor Memorial Lodge, SH 4, Pokaka : pokaka30@vodafone.co.nz 
November 16‐17 2014 RailEx 2014, NZ Kennel Club, 11 Prosser Street, Elsdon, Porirua 
February 6‐8 2015 9th Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Christchurch 
 To register interest: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 

Resene test pot paint was used for the painting.   

The decals for the Shady Lady Saloon sign on the front of the building was printed on clear  Testors decal 
paper on my Inkjet printer.  The decal on the saloon window and barber shop window were created the same 
way.  (These only show up when the lights are on)  The Barber Shop sign and the posters on the wall of the 
Shady Lady saloon and Barber shop are on plain paper glued in place and sealed with Testors Dullcote 

INTERNET 
Looking to buy online.  Try these 

Reindeer Pass Railroad:   http://www.reindeerpass.com/ 
R L D Hobbies:   http://rldhobbies.com/ 

Toottoot:   http://toottoot.co.nz/ 
Mack’s Track:  http://www.mackstrack.co.nz/ 

Trainworld:   http://www.trainworld.com/ 
North Yard Model Railway Parts: northyard@xtra.co.nz  

Micro Mark (tools and modelling supplies): http://www.micromark.com/  

Gordon Harris: http://www.gordonharris.co.nz/index.php 
Looking for small quantities of Brass, Aluminium or copper for that modelling project 

 The littlemetals Company Ltd in Christchurch 
http://littlemetals.co.nz/ 

Brass from 3.18mm dia to 101.6mm plus hexagon, square and half round 
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Michael and Elizabeth 
Hilliar’s July Meeting 

Visitors to our meeting surely 
would have noticed the big 
change as they came into the 
back yard; I know I have 
procrastinated for ages, but after 
the last year’s meeting in 
September I finally started 
removing that Cat House and it 
was all gone by Christmas. The 
hardest part was cutting up the 
concrete base on one of the 
hottest days of summer that used 
to support the water tank. Over 
the Christmas break two thirds 

of the new station deck had been 
completed using recycled timber 
from that cat house. The 
retaining walls for the trestle end 
took a bit longer as they had to 
match the other side which had 
been built twenty five years 
earlier.  

In deciding to hold the groups 
meeting here in July I had to set 
a time line to get the railway 
ready; the four day weekend we 
get occasionally in our bus 
driving rosters was to be spent 
on getting the retaining walls 
finished and two weeks later I 

would be having my midyear 
holiday.  As sods law goes, I 
was ill for the long weekend so 
little was done and as the 
holiday approached Henrik 
Dorbeck mentioned,  “I have all 
these pavers that need a good 
home, they will look good down 
the side of the station”, to which 
I agreed. As you probably will 
remember we had a week of 
extreme weather but I managed 
to dig out; move the pavers and 
½ cubic meter of gap 7 up the 
stairs into my rear garden; there 
must be easier hobbies? 

Auckland G Gauge Society Running Day 
Report : Michael Hilliar, Auckland 

Derek Cooper’s Lynton and Barnstable “LEW” Photo: Henrik Dorbeck 

Con nued on Page 14 
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Murray Lee’s “Billy” has grown into 7/8th scale Photo: Henrik Dorbeck 

Young Logan giving his train a run while most were inside having afternoon tea Photo: Michael Hilliar 
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On the 
Sunday morning of the meeting 
the weather was finally looking 
promising but the lawns were 
still not mowed, the garden not 
weeded and the final section of 

track had to be laid.  Henrik 
came down and finished of the 
pavers while I cleaned out the 
shed. We relaid the track and 
track cleaning began. Half an 
hour before the deadline I finally 

had DC powered trains running. 
Still time to mow the lawn and 
grab a few weeds! Bang on the 
appointed time the first visitor 
arrived and so did the rain; 

Con nued from Page 12 

Today, showing how it’s opened up the garden and turned the Cat house into something useful. 
 Photo: Henrik Dorbeck 

Overall photo taken 9 months earlier showing the removal of the cat house and water tank shed  
 Photo: Michael Hilliar 
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fortunately the rain didn’t stay 
too long. 

We had a good turnout of 
members; boosted by a number 
who were following up from 
Model X so hopefully they will 
join up with the group. One 
young lad, Logan brought along 
his Thomas set and was quite 
happy when he had the line to 
himself while most disappeared 
inside for warmth and afternoon 
tea. The line was quite busy at 
times with live steam, battery 
power and DC all being run at 
the same time.  

One new member who is 
modeling The Scottish West 
Highland Line in Gauge one 
brought a along a scratch built 
BRCW type 2 class 27 for 
display, being fine scale the 
points will need some fine 

tuning to accommodate 
this fine locomotive in 
the future. The last 
visitors left around six 
o’clock with the two 
trains each trying out 
their headlights. The next 
day, for the first time 
since the railway was 
started twenty five years 
ago I ran two opposing 
trains; it was a joy to 
watch the two trains 
crossing via the passing 
loops and then each 
departing simultaneously 
in opposite directions. 
There is still a lot more to 
finish off; but then I am 
not known for rushing 
things. All good things 
take time! 

John Boyson’s scratch built British diesel locomotive Photo: Henrik Dorbeck 

Michael Hlliar’s C & S 2-8-0 
 Photo: Henrik Dorbeck 
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    


