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Don Ellis, Christchurch, now has a muriel mural of his own  
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Sunday 16th November was the 
day of our meeting and the 
weather turned out to be sunny. 
In the week leading up to the 
date we suffered rain each day 
so prayers went up and lo and 
behold SUN. 

The meeting was well attended 
by the usual reprobates and a 
couple of fresh members. 

This was the first time my 
railway has hosted any foreign 
traction as it has been newly 
built over the winter. 

The lines route runs straight 
along the fence then circles 
around the bottom end toward 

the Rimu tree and comes back 
along the edge of the lawn about 
1 metre off the ground and then 
heads towards the engine shed 
and yard. The line is currently 
little more than a circle with big 
ideas. 

One of the big topics in our 
group is the 3D printing and a 
couple of our members have 
used these new fangled things to 
make wagons, these were 
brought along to run and show 
how these are progressing. 
Simon producing tipper wagons 
for about $8 each, Simon having 
a whole ensemble running 
around without problems. The 

old boy and font of all 
knowledge that has a big engine 
Mike Hilliar produced two SAR 
bogie wagons with a printer and 
ran these behind his Garrett. The 
wagons ran very well and were 
also acting as test beds trying out 
the chopper coupling that have 
also been 3D printed. 

Robert brought along his Koppel 
0-4-0 and gave it a spin, it 
running very smoothly proving 
my track can't be too badly laid. 

Lastly we had some double 
heading going on when the fat 
controller allowed Thomas and 
Percy to visit us with a freight 
train. 

Auckland G Scale Society Meeting 
Report: Robert Maxim, photos: Michael Hilliar 

Alf Williams Harz 2-6-2 testing Michael’s SAR wagon for running qualities 
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Overall it was a great meeting with everyone glad to be outside and catching up while the trains ran in the 
background. 

 

3D printed chopper coupling 

Darren Blackmore's super power 
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Michael's Garrett with two test bed SAR wagons testing the 3D printed chopper couplings 

Robert Graham's Koppel enjoying a rare run in the sun 
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Robert Maxim’s recently built Brandbright coach 

Young Logan double heading Percy and Thomas hauling Simon Sharp’s 3D printed hoppers 
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Big Scale Building 
Report and photos: Murray Lee. 
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When I decided to modify my 
Roundhouse Billy to 7/8th scale I 
had in the back of my mind that 

I was going to build houses and 
station buildings using the 1/12 
scale doll house accessories. 

This is a record of my first 
attempt at a couple of railway 
houses. 
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On a trip to my parents home in 
Ngongotaha, Donna and I paid a 
visit to the Ngongotaha Railway 
Trust and found an assortment of 
dolls house stuff they were 
selling off. We purchased a 
couple of doors and windows, as 
well as other items. 

Several months later I got 
motivated enough to 
break  out  the 
plywood and start 
building. I decided 
that I didn't have the 
space for full depth 
buildings so would 
build low relief. Here 
is the results. 

They are built, as I 
have said from 
plywood with a 
removable roof. The 
inside depth is about 
2 inches (50 mm). I 
lined the inside walls 
with down loadable 

wallpaper (1950's – 1960's) and 
also added some interior detail. 
With the first roof, I made the 
corrugated iron from an 
aluminium oven tray. This was 
quite difficult to shape using a 
Fiskars Corrugator as the 
machine was designed to do 
paper not foil. The second roof 

was made from heavy paper, I 
realised that paint would stiffen 
it up so why use foil. When I 
glued it on it was way better 
than the foil. 

I am impressed with the results 
and are now planning the rest of 
my town. 
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C o n v e n t i o n  U p d a t e 3  
9 th Nat ional  Garden Rai lway Convent ion 

Christchurch  6-8  February 2015 
All layouts have been confirmed.  These range from ground level to elevated railways with a 
number of different types of construction. 
There will be six demonstrations/workshops/clinics held during the Convention.  These will be 
spread over the three days. 
 
The programme has been arranged to finish at 3:00pm with afternoon tea and a wrap up 
meeting.  This will allow two hours for those returning to Wellington or Auckland by air to 
drop off their rental car and check in for their flights.  For those with time available, the plains 
Railway is just down the road and, fire bans excepted, one of the steam engines should be 
operating.  If not, the railcar will run 
 

There will be three Registration options:  
PREMIUM: all activities including Friday evening meal and two course Dinner on Saturday  
STANDARD: excepting Friday evening meal all activities including two course Dinner on 

Saturday. 
BASIC: excepting evening meals, includes all other activities. 

Partners or friends are able to attend either of the evening meals at the relevant cost 
 

A Convention Polo Shirt will be available for pre order at $35.00 ea.  The Polo Shirt will be embroidered: Garden 
Railway Convention 2015 Christchurch.    See  Order Form.  Orders for shirts, with payment, must be received no later 
than 8 January 2015 

For enquiries, phone: Ian C Galbraith, 03 551 2142 or 021 2646 945 
Email: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

Dennis Lindsay, whose layout is above ground 
and uses a spline construction for the track base, 
will give a talk on the various adhesives suitable 
for use by the Garden Railroader 

Kabita Whale’s layout is again elevated, but on a  
built up base held in place by retaining walls.  
Kabita will give a talk on her method of making 
rocks 



THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

 

This is part of one of the layouts to 
be visited at the 

9th National Garden Railway 
Convention Christchurch 

6-8 February 2015.  
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Ashburton Forks Railway 
Kerry Paterson, Tinwald, Ashburton 

Above:  Doors on.  Engine shed finished waiting to be painted 
Left: Gutters and downpipes fitted. 
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Wellington Garden Railway Group 
At RailEx, Porirua 

Wayne Haste, Tawa, and Don Ellis, Christchurch in deep discussion Photo: Diane Cashmore 
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Overall view of the display Photo: Diane Cashmore 
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American and Continental trains awaiting their turn to run Photo: Diane Cashmore 

At least someone is working, or is he just leaning on the  broom? Photo: Diane Cashmore 
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Another train added to the yard Photo: Rodney Bracefield  

Watching the trains go by Photo: Rodney Bracefield  
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Chris Drowley setting up a live steam loco Photo: Rodney Bracefield  

Ian Webb’s McEwan Pratt railcar and trailer in the loop Photo: Rodney Bracefield  
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November in Wellington 
Report and photos: John Robinson, Tawa 

There were two events on the 
Wellington Garden Railway 
Group’s calendar for November.  
First up was the monthly 
running afternoon which my 
family hosted at our railway, 
know in shorthand as the 
H&MGR.  I find it a bit tricky 
writing about a running day on 
our own railway.  Certainly for 
myself it was a very enjoyable 
afternoon, certainly well worth 
the effort over the preceding 
days getting the railway and 
garden presentable.  I think the 
cake and nibbles prepared by the 
good ladies, young and old, of 
the household were well 

received, washed down with 
many cups of tea and coffee. 

In addition to a comfortable 
number of Group members a 
number of friends and their 
families called in, at times the 
garden was very busy with both 
trains and children.  Isn’t this 
what garden railways is all 
about, sharing time and a 
common interest on a warm 
sunny day. 

As Gavin Sowry noted the 
railway is a bit “lighter” these 
days, a result of some winter 
pruning of trees beyond the 
confines of the railway garden.  
The wash of dabbled spring light 
showing our railway off at it’s 

best, something I give Mother 
Nature full credit for rather than 
my planning!  Slowly a limited 
number of structures are starting 
to tell the story of the railway 
better, the most recent, and still 
incomplete, is the sawmill and 
timber yard near Kakariki 
station.  Perhaps it is the added 
interest such as the mill that is 
lifting the feel of the railway 
too? 

The accompanying photos I 
hope will give a good indication 
of the mix of guest trains that 
learnt the road over the 
afternoon and into the evening.  
One of the great pleasures of a 
running day is seeing other folks 

Ian Webb’s McEwan Pratt rail car passing Robinson’s Sawmill 
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Manawanui, my customised Regner Lumber Jack drifting downhill with its train of scratch built log bogies. 

Robinson’s Sawmill, a work in progress. After almost a year’s work the building and interior are almost 
complete and its mainly the surrounding area left to detail. 
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enjoying running their trains on 
your railway.  Well I hope the 
visitors where enjoying running 
on the railway, they seemed 
quite happy!  We ran live steam, 
Revolution controlled battery 
powered, RCS controlled battery 
powered, standard DC variable 
voltage track power and 
Revolution controlled trains 
drawing fixed voltage track 

power.  All with only one oops 
when my own train had a mid 
train altercation with a fallen G 
scale branch.  Great seeing live 
steam and track power happily 
co-existing. 

You can find a few more photos 
from the running afternoon at 
www.gscalecentral.net/g-scale-
pictures/running-day-at-jr's  

Our second event in November 
was a display set up for the two 
days of the RailEx show in 
Porirua held over the weekend 
following our running afternoon.  
Due to having a commitment 
around helping organize a 
school fair held on the same 
weekend I didn’t get to RailEx 
but I’ve been reliably informed 
that the lads, lead by Brain 

Chris Drowley’s LGB Aster live steam Frank S. 

Brian Cashmore’s wine train on Nina’s Trestle. 
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Cashmore along with Wayne Haste and 
Chris Drowley, put on a pretty good show.  
The track plan developed allowed for two 
independent loops plus a small third raised 
loop operating alternating trains on an 
automatic shuttle system.  A nice thing too 
was some live steam ran, showing, like 
they do overseas, it is quite practical to run 
live steam inside a hall during a train 
show. 

Brian tells me that at times the number of 
trains available to run was on the lean side, 
a few more Group members with trains to 
run would have been appreciated.  But that 
aside, the feeling was the display went 
well and with some minor tweaks will 
work well for future shows. 

A view of the unfinished mill timber yard with my Bush Jigger (a customized Bachmann Railtruck) on the 
Sawmill siding and Manawanui cooling down in loop after another steaming. 

Ian Webb’s superb scratch built McEwan Pratt railcar. 



Wayne’s World 
Wayne Haste, Tawa 
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OBB 11660 G was built in 1912 one of 10. These wagons ran on the Steiermarkische Landesbahnen in 
Austria . 750mm gauge 

97-13-72 GGw  Built by the Saxon wagon works in 1934.This model is completely scratch built, except 
wheels, hand grabs, and couplings.  
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The two high siders and the tanker are all free lance but modelled on RhB prototypes. 
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Wairarapa Running Day at Scraplands Railway 
Report & Photos: Warren Stringer, Carterton 

This month there have been a lot 
of distractions for our little team 
of garden railway enthusiasts, 
with family commitments, trips 
out of town, a visit to the 
Wellington Railex show, and the 
dismantling of Murray’s layout 
ready for his house sale.  

Our scheduled running day was 
at Dean Ellicock’s Scraplands 
Railway on 16th November, but 
family commitments in New 
Plymouth on the same weekend 
made this a difficult ask for 
Dean. There were also clashes 
with the big model railway show 
(Railex) in Wellington.  And Lee 
& Christine were showing their 
own home layouts for people on 
a garden tour on the same date. 
This meant there were a lot of 
clashes with the “designated 
time slot”, so the running day 
was re-scheduled and brought 
forward a week to the 9th 
November.  

Sadly we did not get the 
message of the date change out 
to the group early enough and 
ma n y  f o l k s  h a d  o t h e r 
commitments that day, so our 
running day attendees consisted 
of Dean, Murray Clarke and 
myself. 

Since our last visit Dean has 
been doing a lot of tweaking and 
titivating on the layout. A new 
tunnel has appeared, tidily set 
into a big rock embankment to 
give it a nice natural feel in the 
landscape. This bank has been 
placed so that it nestles into a 
bend in the track and gives the 
track a natural-looking reason to 
curve around the foot of the hill. 

Down at the Eastern end of the 
railway where the track is at 
ground level several full-size 
railway sleepers have been 
stacked around the trackway and 
this give a good visual 
counterbalance to the raised 

trackway around the rest of the 
layout.  I like this feature as it 
gives a sense of the trains 
running through a gorge with 
vertical rock walls. 

The plants on the layout are 
mainly ground covers with a few 
strategically placed feature trees. 
These are enjoying our warm 
and wet spring weather and have 
been growing strongly.  What 
used to be a pebble-mulched 
landscape with several plants in 
it is fast becoming nice green 
rolling countryside with islands 
of gravel banks here and there. 
Th i s  i s  an  i n t e r e s t i ng 
transformation as the plant 
growth is softening the look a 
lot, and also seems to be settling 
the lower trackways into the 
landscape. 

Some discussion was had about 
the merits of having a station 
and platform at a section where 
there is a passing loop. This 

Dean Ellicock’s  new Euro diesel passengers in tow around the Scraplands Railway 



Page 23 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Climbing the gradient up to the new tunnel 

Double header drifts down grade  towards rocky tunnel on the Scraplands Railway 



would give trains a reason to 
stop, and would allow passing 
trains to ‘run through’ at the 
same time.  I suspect that this 
discussion may lead to even 
more additions to the layout at 
the next running day… 

With only the three of us present 
we had lots of scope for 
m u c k i n g  a b o u t  a n d 
experimenting.  With two 
identical LGB Mallet locos 
present this led to discussions on 
double-heading.  Which in turn 
led to some experimenting with 
synchronising speed, and finally 
resulted in assembling a big long 

goods train piloted by both 
Mallets.   This train actually 
looked really good, and 
appeared to run quite smoothly – 
which was probably a testament 
to the skill of the operators, who 
controlled each loco separately.   

With the facility available on the 
Revolution controllers to make 
up a train consist with two or 
more locos running in this way I 
can envisage this sort of thing 
catching on.  So who knows, we 
may get to see more of this 
double-heading business in the 
future. 

As well as his Mallet, Dean had 
a new Class V DB diesel loco 
hauling a new passenger coach.  
A couple more coaches are 
currently sitting in customs 
awaiting dispatch to the Ellicock 
residence and so had not arrived 
in time for the running day.  
With this passenger train fully 
assembled and a new station in 
place this should make a real 
feature on the layout.  I am 
already looking forward to 
seeing what Dean comes up with 
at our next visit. 
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Engines in sync, drivers in sync.  Good to go. 
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Water Tank for the Motukarara Branch 
Photos: Kabita Whale, Motukarara 

Former for water tank assembled, cladding on the right ready to be fixed in place 

Completed water tank base 



9th National Garden 
Railway Convention 

Christchurch 

6-8 February 2015.  
To register interest send 
your name & contact de-

tails to 
 Email: 

9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
Or phone 

03 551 2142 
Or 

021 2646 945 
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Water tank roof and other parts fabricated ready for final assembly 

Left: 
Completed water tank in position 

on the railway. 
This railway will be visited 
during the Garden Railway 

Convention in February. 
There will also be a 

demonstration of the method 
Kabita uses for the rocks on the 

railway and the base of the water 
tank 
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On the second weekend of 
November each year for thirty 
years, starting in 1985, railway 
modellers have been gathering at 
the Taylor Memorial Lodge, 
Pokaka, for socialising and 
modelling.  Pokaka is situated at 
mile peg 333, half way between 
Wellington & Auckland, 
alongside the North Island Main 
Trunk line on the side of Mt 
Ruapehu.   
Original ly a  sawmil l ing 
community, all that is left is the 
derelict Pokaka Store and the 
Taylor Memorial Lodge, 
comprised of four former 
railway houses shifted to the 

s i t e .   The  l odge  can 
accommodate 48 people in 
various sized bunk rooms.  
There is the main kitchen and a 
smaller auxiliary kitchen, a 
common room and a small 
lounge. 
Twelve months ago there was 
some doubt that the 30th Pokaka 
Cultural Convocation would 
take place as the Lodge Trustees 
had put the lodge up for sale.  
The modellers who had 
organised the gathering over the 
years decided that, if the lodge 
would be available in the future, 
a new team should take over the 
running.  In May this year we 

were advised that the lodge had 
been purchased and the new 
owners would operate it in the 
same way as previously.  This 
was great news and the new 
team sprang in to action and 
organised the 2014 event. 
Thirty modellers attended the 
3 0 t h  P o k a k a  C u l t u r a l 
Convocation with one of the 
organisers baking and icing a 
cake for the occasion. 
The pool table was used as a 
model display with models 
ranging in scale from NZ120 
through to G Scale.  The models 
on display were many and 
varied.  A number had been 

30th Pokaka Cultural Convocation 
Report, A. Nony Mous 

Wayne Haste assembling a model of a Lanz Bulldog tractor while Philip Smith looks on Photo: Grant Morrell 
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professionally 3d printed, others were scratch built from styrene 
or brass.  Others from etched brass or white metal casting. 
While some of those attending travelled away from the Lodge to 
visit different sites, Smash Palace just down the road, or through 
to  Whangamomona, on the Stratford—Okahukura Line, to check 
out the current scenic rail operations, most stayed indoors 
modelling or viewing slide shows and videos of railway interest. 
Friday’s evening meal was a BBQ enjoyed outside in the 
sunshine. 
With the new owners intentions of running the Lodge as in the 
past, but with more publicity, There is every chance that the 
annual Pokaka Cultural Convocations will continue for many 
more years. 

Philip Smith was assembling a laser cut IP Engineering model of a G scale Railcar Photo: Grant Morrell 

Left: All concentration and a steady hand while 
drilling a 0.4mm hole lengthways through a 
1:64 scale 3D print J sheep wagon .   
Photo: Grant Morrell 
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Dishing up the Saturday evening meal of Roast Pork, baked potatoes, baked Kumara and mixed  veges. This was 
followed by Apple Crumble with ice cream Photo: Grant Morrell 

All attending dressed for dinner Photo: Grant Morrell 
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Ian Galbraith cutting the 30th anniversary cake, baked and iced by Paul Lennox. Photo: Grant Morrell 

A l e c  F e n t o n ,  l e f t , 
explaining to the Lodge 
owner, Dean Fountain, 
some of the modelling 
techniques used. 
  
Photo: Grant Morrell 



Page 31 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Ian Galbraith checking the fit of the motor/gearbox for his VW Kombi conversion. Photo: Grant Morrell 

Wayne Haste’s completed model of the Lanz Bulldog tractor Photo: Grant Morrell 
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Alf and Lyn 
h o s t e d  t h e 
C h r i s t c h u r c h 
Garden Railway 
Running Day on 
S u n d a y  2 3 
November 2014. 

A sunny afternoon, albeit with a 
cool breeze, did not keep many 
away. 

Of great interest to all was the 
loco, coach and guards van 
brought along by Reg Wortley. 
This whimsical set up was based 
on one of Emmett’s cartoons 
that featured in “Punch” maga-
zine.  At 12” (300mm) over the 

chimney it was unable to pass 
through the tunnel on the 
Kippenberger Line.  We had to 
be content to watching the 
consist shuttling back and forth 

over a section of the lower track  
Another great  afternoon of train 
running and socialising. 
Check out Daniel Hood's video 
at:http://youtu.be/gsZyHhyTjwo  

Running Day on the Kippenberger Line 

Lyn’s Circus Train parked in the storage track. 

Reg Wotlely's “Matilda”, coach and van posed along side an LGB tram 
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Noel Etwell has been hard at work building turnouts this is one of eleven produced to date 

“Matilda”, coach and van posed between the  LGB tram and a Piko Mogul 

Ross Fraser's Crocodile and train had a good run on the lower, track powered loop 
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The horse stud nestled just beyond the tram track 

David Hancox’s Denver & Rio Grande Western passenger train passes the tram Photo: David Hancox 



February 6‐8 2015 9th Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Christchurch 
 To register interest: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
March 28/29 2015:  Wairarapa Steam Weekend  
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 

INTERNET 
Looking to buy online.  Try these 

Reindeer Pass Railroad:   http://www.reindeerpass.com/ 
R L D Hobbies:   http://rldhobbies.com/ 

Toottoot:   http://toottoot.co.nz/ 
Mack’s Track:  http://www.mackstrack.co.nz/ 

Trainworld:   http://www.trainworld.com/ 
Barrie Roberts of Alberta Canada will be attending the Convention in February.  Check out his website 

http://www.dewintonstation.com/ 
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The Garden Whistle editorial team wish to thank all the contributors for their input over the last twelve months and in 
particular wish to thank the proof readers, Glen Anthony, John Robinson, Lloyd Dickens, warren Stringer, Raynor 

Johnstone and Michael Hilliar for their checking of the proof copy each month.  There would be no Garden Whistle 
without this assistance. 

The editorial team wish all the very Best for the Festive Season.  Don’t eat too much and remember to get December 
reports in by24 December 2014.  Many thanks 

Lew Henry’s newly arrived Piko Mogul had it’s maiden run Photo: David Hancox 



T H E  G A R D E N  W H I S T L E  
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    



Garden Railway Convention Shirt 

A Convention Polo Shirt will be available for pre order at $35.00 each.  Orders, with 
payment must be received no later than 8 January 2015 to ensure they are available at the 
Registration Desk. 

The shirts are Black with Red splices and will be embroidered as shown below.  The shirts 
are Biz Cool Mesh Polo suitable for summer or winter wear. 

Ordering details below.  

Indicate Name and the number of each size required and total to pay. 

Mens Modern Fit Small Medium Large XL 2XL 3XL 5XL 

Garment ½ Chest (CM) 52 55 58 62 65 71 79 

Name               

Name               

Name               

Name               

Total for Shirt Order =Number of Shirts at $35.00 each.  Transfer 
total to Registration Form and return with Registration Form 

$ 
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line. 
Paym

ent m
ay be m

ade by D
irect C

redit to: C
hristchurch G

arden R
ailw

ay G
roup. B

N
Z

 02 0820 0432546 00,    Please put full nam
e on deposit. 

Em
ail com

pleted R
egistration Form

 &
 Shirt O

rder Form
 to 9ngrc@

culcreuchfold.org.nz, or  by cheque m
ade out to C

hristchurch G
arden R

ailw
ay G

roup and posted w
ith R

egistration 
Form

 &
 Shirt O

rder Form
  to C

hristchurch G
arden R

ailw
ay G

roup, 3 C
hurch Street, R

angiora, 7400. 

Y
our C

ontact D
etails: N

am
e ...................................................................................................................................  

A
ddress .....................................................................................................................................................................  

T
ow

n ................................................................................................................................... Post C
ode ......................................  

Phone ......................................................... E
m

ail ...............................................................................  ......................................  

First 
Surnam

e 
H

om
e T

ow
n 

(Suburb) 
Prem

ium
 

R
egistration 
$100.00 

Standard 
R

egistration 
$90.00 

B
asic 

R
egistration 

$50.00 

Friday  
T

ea 
$20.00 

Saturday 
D

inner 
$40.00 

T
otal 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


