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Ja1268 on her first rostered run on the Ashburton Forks Railway 
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Christchurch Garden Railway Group visit to 
Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 

Report & photos, (unless otherwise noted), by Glen Anthony 

Ian and Ann Galbraith know how 
to pick the good weather for their 
meetings! 

It was another hot 32 degree day 
when some of the group gathered 
at their place for a non scheduled 
running afternoon in January. 

The Culcreuch Fold Garden 
Railway had had its official 
opening back in November which 
was also a very hot day. 

Although the railway was not 
constructed for track power, Ian 
wired it up for the day so 
everyone had a chance to run 

their locos. There was a time 
when an electrical ‘short circuit’ 
developed and things came to a 
halt while various locos (and 
people) had the finger of 
suspicion pointed in their 
direction. However once the 
offending locomotives were 

Neil Wiggins and his daughter, Sophia running Neil's new C16 locomotive and train 
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finally identified and removed 
everything ran fine again. 

Neil Wiggins turned up with a 
new loco and wagons (bought in 
a close down sale) which needed 
a test run. His daughter Sophia 

(age 3) supplied the wagon 
loads.  So the teddy bears, dolls 
and other soft toys were duly 
placed in the wagons and had 
their arms and wings tucked in 
so they would fit through the 

tunnel. This train seemed to 
attract the most attention of all 
trains run during the afternoon.

Daniel Hood had made his own 
remote control using an 8amp 
LED light dimmer control 

A nearly full yard at Cottonwood.  Graeme Moar’s 1:29 scale train on the left, Glen Anthony’s 1:24 scale 
NZR C and train passing on the main while Dennis Lindsay’s 1:20.3 scale C19 awaits clearance 

Glen Anthony’s scratch built NZR C Class locomotive and train cross the truss bridge while John 
Lammiman’s tram approaches the lake tram stop 
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Don Ellis entering the loop at Cottonwood to set out his passenger train 

Daniel Hood’s “Ten Wheeler” and train passing the locomotive facilities 
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purchased off the internet for $25. 
He has fitted it to a Big Hauler 

steam loco. The remote only 
offers a speed control, but Daniel 

has cleverly added a direction 
switch in the tender, so he is able 

Graeme Moar running into the loop at Cottonwood 

John Lammiman’s Pacific and train on the main through Nathan.  Photo: John Lammiman 
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to drive it backwards if required. 
It’s a great entry level solution 
for a budget conscious student, 
and certainly better than waiting 
in the queue for a turn with the 
track power remote. 

Thanks to all those who 
provided afternoon tea (and the 
drinks to keep us cool through 
the afternoon), and to Ian and 
Ann for hosting the meeting.. 

Yes, track power was available Photo: Ian Galbraith 

Ian Galbraith’s C19 and billboard reefers approaching Cottonwood station Photo: Ian Galbraith 
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News from Vancouver Island 
Report and Photos by Werner Grundmann 

Ann & Ian Galbraith met 
Werner and Ingrid Grundmann 
at their home on Vancouver 
Island in 2006.  Here is a report 
from Werner. 

We did make a grand three 
weeks trip to Europe in June, 
partly to visit old friends and 
Ingrid's relatives in Berlin and 
Frankfurt. Then it was on to 
Switzerland and riding the trains 
of the Rhaetische Bahn for 10 
days straight. For me that was 
heaven, but Ingrid enjoyed it 
too, especially the scenery. It 
was organized by LGB Tours, a 
travel bureau using LGB as a 
guiding motive. You may have 
heard of them. Every year they 
do 3 or 4 trips to visit operating 
narrow gauge trains all over the 
world.

This year they will go to Alaska 
and plan to swing-by our layout. 
I will become a tour guide for 
the two days the group will 
spend on Vancouver Island. 

From that trip to Switzerland I 
brought back some ideas I 
wanted to include on my own 
layout. You may have seen 
pictures of a feature in Brusio, 
where the RhB has built a 
circular loop crossing over itself 
on a 7% grade to lose height 
following a steep valley. We 
have been over that loop twice 
and I just had to build it in my 

own backyard. 
My grade is only 
a modest 3% and 
the loop is a 
mirror image of 
the real thing, but 
it does look nice 
when the trains 
are doing the 360 
degree turn.  I 
even installed the 
lights under the 
arches, just like 
they did in Brusio. 

There was one 
more major job I 
had to do. My old 
S w i s s  t y p e 
viaduct, you have 
seen it on my 
l a y o u t ,  w a s 
deve lop ing  a 
problem on one 
end where it enters the tunnel 
into the mountain. The mountain 
keeps sagging and the grade 
coming out of the mountain got 
steeper and steeper over the 
years. Finally I did 
bite the bullet and 
knocked it down. Its 
now rebuild and I like 
it better now. I 
lowered the valley 
floor by about 10 
inches, that makes it 
looking a little higher 
and it now has only 4 
larger arches rather 

than the 5 it had before. The 
creek needed rebuilding of 
course and I even added a few 
details the bridge  never had 
before.
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Ashburton Forks Railway has 
just added it's first true New Zea-
land Locomotive to its roster in 
the form of a Ja class number 
1268. This being so as she was 
built at Hillside in Dunedin un-
like the other New Zealand locos 
running on the AFR built in Eng-
land & America. 1268 has been 
on the workbench on & off for 
the past 3 to 4 years, it hauled its 
first train on December 24th 
2013 & on a recent running day 
was run in with a run of at least 2 
actual kilometres. I won't go into 
the building of the loco as this 
can be seen at www.ashrail.com . 
The Ja was chosen due to the fact 
that 1. No one has built a 1/24 
scale model of this class, (a 
stream-lined J resides at Te Papa 

in Wellington) 2. The number 
1268 was chosen due to the last 2 
digits being my birth year & 3.
Lack of photos of her when in 
NZR service. If anyone has any 
pictures of this loco I would be 
very interested in seeing them. It 

has been a learning curve with 
such a big loco & trying to get it 
around a 10ft diameter curve 
there are no plans to build any-
thing bigger for the Railway but 
who knows what the future will 
bring.

Ashburton Forks Railway's First True New Zealand Locomotive. 
Report and photos by Kerry Paterson 

Ja1268 ready for her first run outside after painting

First run outside prior to painting 
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National Garden Railway Convention 2014 

Time: 15/16th February 2014 
All looks great for the layout tours. 

Morning and afternoon tea plus lunch and dinner are all organized. 

Seminars: All seminars are organized, details soon.

Please advise if you wish to do the tour of Cross Creek, the original home to the Fell Engine, on Monday 
morning.

If you have not registered now is the time. 

Last day 8th February 
Please note you start the Convention with registration at Lloyd Dickens Castletown layout 

Saturday 15th February 8 am  
Address 55 Titoki Street, Masterton 

For those traveling north Murray Bold in Ashhurst will have his railway open for visits. Please mention you 
are interested when you register.

Interesting fact: From Carterton all the garden railways are less than 20 minutes apart. 

Register Interest: To get updates please contact Lloyd Dickens

Contact:  Lloyd Dickens Phone (06) 370 3790 lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 

Registration form at end of this magazine. 
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Wairarapa 2104 Garden Railway Convention Programme 
Saturday 15th February 2014 
08:00 am  Registration and first visit 
 Lloyd Dickens 55 Titoki Street Masterton 06 370 3790 
08:30am  Welcome and Opening of Lloyd’s extended railway. Castletown 
08:45 am  Seminar: Revolution (Radio Controlled) air driven points and Semaphore signals. 
09:15 am  Morning Tea. 
09:30 am  Team up with cars for convention and travel to next visit 
09:45 am  Jenny and Selwyn Taylor Masterton. 
 Railway built by Beauchamp Dickens 
10:45 am  Depart for the next venue 
11:00 am  Dan Hughes, Masterton 
 Seminar: Plants for your Garden Railway 
 This is a near level railway so suitable for live steam 
 Run your own trains 
12:00 noon  Lunch in the form of a BBQ. 
13:15 pm  We now depart to Carterton for the next venue. 
13:45 pm  Dean Ellicock, Carterton 
 Scraplands Railway 
14:30 pm  Afternoon Tea 
15:00 pm  Depart for Memorial Club at 35-75 Broadway, Carterton. 
15:15 pm  Seminar: Radio Control in NZ ; an introduction – Lloyd Dickens 
 Seminar: Radio Control of live steam – Chris Drowley 
 Seminar: Crest Revolution: An introduction – Lloyd Dickens 
 Seminar: Using Model Aircraft and model car controllers – Chris Drowley and Lloyd Dickens. 
 Seminar: Modifying Locos to Battery or track power controlled via Revolution, Chris Drowley 
 Seminar: Fitting Revolution in small places – John Robinson 
Seminar:  Question time about Radio Control – Lloyd, Chris and Ian Galbraith. 
 Murray Bold show what electronics he has for you 
 Ian Galbraith demonstrates the pneumatic turnout actuators. 
 Track layout in operation till end. 
6:00 pm  Drinks at your cost. 
6:30 pm  Dinner
 Rest of the evening free 
Sunday 16th February 2014 
8:00 am  Murray Clarke, , Carterton 
 Waiohine Valley Railway 
09:15 am  Depart for the next venue 
09:20 am  Warren Stringer, , Carterton. 
 Morning Tea. 



Page 11 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

10:15 am  Depart for the next venue 
10:20 am  Lee and Christine Collett, Carterton look out for railway made famous by Garden Railway 

magazine, the Rose Brook Railway; Dry River Railroad; Hydrangea Tram Line and 
Jim McIntyre Carterton 

  Split up into A and B groups and visit each railway separately. 
11:05 am  Change over 
 Seminars: Lee will discuss his raised railway construction method 
 Seminar: Jim will discuss using Aluminium track. 
11:45 am  Depart for the next venue 
11:50 pm  Jeremy Were, Carterton 
  Red Rock Railway 
12:00 noon  Lunch. 
 Run your own trains, more suitable for electric, track power available 
12:45 pm  Seminar: Concrete moulded foundations for track. 
13:45 pm  Travel to Featherston 
14:05 pm  Carole and John Needham Featherston. 
  Look out for a small raised railway plus the clubs temporary track. 
15:00 pm  Travel to Fell Museum corner of SH2 and Lyon St. Featherston 
  Look out for H199 and F210 
15:10 pm  Afternoon tea 
15:30 pm  Wash up meeting, select location of 2015 convention. 
  Fell museum video. 
16:30 pm  Convention is over please look after yourselves from now on. 
  Transport back to Carterton and Masterton available from organizers. 
  Please advise organizers in advance of this requirement. 
Monday 17th February 2014 
09:00 am  Murray Clarke will conduct a visit to Cross Creek the Wairarapa side of the Rimutaka Incline. 
  For those traveling to Wellington and visit to the Hutt Valley side of the 
  Rimutaka incline should be possible. 
 For those traveling north Murray Bold will have his railway available for a visit. 
09:00 am on  Janice and Murray Bold, Ashhurst, 06 326 9665 
09:00 am on  Middleton Model Railway and Farmhouse Cheese (see brochure). 
  Recent winners of a silver medal for cheese in UK. 
Please advise Lloyd so he can organize opening. 
Emergency Numbers 
Emergency - 111 
Masterton Medical Centre (06) 370 0011 
Carterton Medical Centre (06) 379 8105 
National Poisons Centre 0800 Poison or 0800 764 766 
Visitors Centre (Masterton) (06) 370 0900 for accommodation
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For Sale 
Bachmann  “Ten Wheeler” and caboose, White  

Pass, and LGB Stock car, White Pass. 

Contact Noel Collingwood: frednruby01@gmail.com 

Pick up is in Christchurch 
Quality 45 mm gauge brass 
track for indoor or outdoor use.  
Code 332 rail compatible with 
all overseas tracks 

Now available in 5ft (1.5m) 
lengths, comprising 2 lengths 
of rail, plastic sleepers with two 
rail joiners, for only $50.00, 
plus postage, at cost. Track is in 
“Kit form”.  

Why pay $80.00 or more for 
imported track when you can 
purchase locally. Postage is the 
most cost efficient method to 
send the track.  3m lengths also 
available, but need to be 
shipped by truck. 

North Island orders will be 
despatched from Auckland. 

Contact:  Graeme Quayle

Phone 09 416 7600 

 gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz 

South Island orders will be 
despatched from Rangiora. 

Contact:  Ian C Galbraith

Phone 03 551 2142 

 cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz  
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Inside, progress on my first live 
steam project is slower than I 
would like, but mock assembly 
has taken place, chassis, cab have 
been cleaned and rubbed down 
ready for painting in accordance 
with the best of NI advice! So far 
I have found the Roundhouse 
'Billy' kit quite easy to construct 
and the instructions and diagrams 
are excellent. I hope to 
commence undercoating in the 
next few days and am a little 

apprehensive but will take the 
process slow and all should turn 
out well....watch this space? 

Outside, landscaping is finally 
underway. I have tried to match 
the large Hapuku boulders used 
in the initial landscaping (they 
have a distinctive shape and 
colour, especially the colour as 
they turn very dark, almost black, 
when wet.) I sourced some 
smaller rocks which looked very 

similar from the Grey river, 
behind Loburn. Great piles were 
left in the river bed by a friendly 
crushing contractor. I'm enjoying 
the planting side of things and 
don't really have a planting 
plan...just choosing what I think 
will suit. I laid some weed mat 
last summer but  am now finding 
that it is simply rotting away, so a 
complete waste of time. Roundup 
will become my companion 
again!

'Inside and Outside at the Brookwater Bahn' 
Report and photos by Brian Allison 

Roundhouse “Billy” during assembly 
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Outside at the Brookwater Bahn'
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February 15 16 2014 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Wairarapa 
March 8 9 2014 Mini AMRA, Kapi
April 18 21 2014 NZAMRC Conven on, Hamilton 
May 4 10 2014 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Tampa, Florida 
June 2014 Model X, Auckland 
October 4 5 2014 Christchurch Model Train Show 
May 30 1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 6 11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 

Wayne’s World 
Wayne Haste, Tawa 

Masters of a 2ft gauge South African high side wagon.  I have built them for John Reinecke of Auckland, he 
intends to resin cast them to make up wagons to go behind his South African locos. 
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In contrast to December which 
was the month of big trains on a 
big railway January for the 
Wellington Garden Railway 
Group was the month of small 
trains on a small(ish) railway.  
While there was a contrast in 
size there was no contrast in the 
enjoyment or in the character of 
the railway visited for our 
monthly running afternoon. 
O n e  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u e d 
enjoyments I gain from garden 
railways is the variety that is on 
offer in the railways we as a 

group, get to visit and run on.  
Despite the fact that compared to 
the expanse of models etc. on 
offer in the mainstream model 
railway scales of HO/00 and N, 
garden railways has limited 
offerings, yet each garden 
railway owner can, and does, 
create very individual railways.  
Perhaps it is also a factor of the 
locations our railways are built, 
awkward shaped or sloping 
gardens with the railways having 
to cope with the realities of 
nature and family life, different 

constrains to an indoor model 
railway.
David Allen’s Browns Bay 
Railway, has been described in 
several back issues of the 
Garden Whistle as it is a regular 
and popular venue on the 
WGRG calendar, is located in a 
modern sized back yard.  For 
modern read small compared to 
the increasingly rare “quarter 
acre Pavlova paradise”.  This is 
not necessarily a bad thing.  
Perhaps the confined space 
imposes more use of the 

Browns Bay Railway 2014 
Report & Photos: John Robinson, Tawa 

The work crew seemed to have a block of line on part of the railway, they worked hard all afternoon. 
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Brian Cashmore’s Conrail train passing the new church, luckily Sunday service was over so the Vicar could 
safely record the loco number into his note book without raising awkward questions. 

Gavin Sowry’s new rail truck. 
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imagination and less use of 
the lawnmower!  The Browns 
Bay Railway fi l ls  a 
parallelogram shaped space 
bounded on one side by the 
house, one by an elevated 
lawn, the third the boundary 
fence and the small fourth by 
the side entry gate.  Bisecting 
the railway is a path and 
steps.  Through the skilled 
use of minimum radius 
curves (and larger) the 
original section of the railway 
fills a rectangular space 
between the house and path 
with a branch line passing 
through a tunnel under the 

steps to the squarish space of 
Wendy’s Loop, which was a 
later extension.  Next to 
Wendy’s Loop is a pergola and 
garden seat, the ideal viewing 
spot on a warm afternoon. 
I was a bit late getting to the 
running day, but I did get there 
in time to be offered the last few 
pieces of Wendy’s excellent 
banana cake, I of course 
excepted it with reluctance.  
Hmm or was that with relish!  I 
did though miss one of the 
givens of garden railways; wind, 
pond, bridge equals swimming 
trains.  Doug was there with his 
trusty video camera so maybe 

An overview of Dave's Browns Bay Railway, as Dave, on the left explains the workings of the slightly over 
scale signal. 

The signal is switched via a key fob 
type radio controller.  True it doesn't 

control the trains (yet) but it does 
make a great feature and it gives great 

illumination to the garden at night. 
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we’ll get to see it in his 2014 
release!  Hope so, Doug does so 
darn good work from the videos 
I’ve seen.  The problem was 
solved by limiting trains on the 
offending upper loop to light 
engine running and restricting 
visiting trains to the main loop 
on the lower level and through 
the tunnel to Wendy’s Loop.  No 
LGB equipment suffered any 
long-term harm! 
As usual for running days a mix 
of owner and visiting stock ran, 
I caught some of Gavin Sowry, 
Brain Cashmore and John 
Seward’s stock in action, but 
there was no doubt more.  From 
my sources I am reliably 
informed there was a steady 
stream of visitors, the backyard 
quite packed at times.  As noted 
above it was quite windy at 

times but thankfully it was dry 
and warm so that helps in an 
enjoyable running afternoon too.  
I was worried when I got there 
though as there didn’t seem to 
be too many there, but those not 
running trains were round in the 
side yard heavily engaged in 
conversation and coffee. 
A new feature on the railway is 
the integration of several 
buildings now surplus to 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o n  B r i a n 
Cashmore’s railway.  The 
scratch built buildings have 
fitted in well, with I think, a few 
minor tweaks to settle them into 
their new homes.  Just the sort of 
thing full sizes railways did, 
occasionally moving buildings 
to suit their changing needs. 
I unfortunately missed the warm 
up event, a morning running 

session on Rob England’s 
Wettington and Mahawanui 
railway, which saw a few 
WGRG members enjoying some 
early running to make a day of 
it.  I’m not sure if there are any 
words or photos on offer, but 
from what I hear those that 
called into Rob’s enjoyed 
themselves.  And like any 
running day, you really need to 
be there to get the most out of it. 
So there you have it, another 
successful running day, a good 
primer to the 2014 Garden 
Ra i lway  Conven t ion  in 
Carterton, just a few weeks 
away now (15th & 16th

February).  Thanks to Rob for 
the morning session and to Dave 
and Wendy for the main event, I 
look forward to the next visit. 

John Seward’s Clyde diesel shunter, one of a limited run built by Tim Boulton (Tootle Engineering) in 
Australia on Wendy’s Curve trestle.  A stunningly nice model, nice trestle too. 
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Well after almost six years Mike 
managed to convince me to have 
another meeting at my place. I 
have hosted convention meets 
here but not a club meeting, the 
time is something I hadn’t 
realized until I sat down and 
worked it all out.

My layout in the back yard 
started off at ground level, many 
worn out knees later it was all 
up in an hour and a half.  Dennis 
Lindsay had talked about the 
track spline idea for smaller 

The Grande Vue Get Together. 
Report and photos: Henrik Dorbeck, Auckland 

Derek Cooper’s Lynton and Barnstaple Railway Accucraft “Lew” & “Lyn” resting outside the shed 
between runs. 

Henrik Dorbek’s OBB 2095 diesel passes through the front loop of the 
“new yard”. 
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gauges, and after having a beer 
with Derek Cooper one day, we 
decided it was doable in large 
scale.  

In my previous garden area I had 
a plantation of Boxus trees that 
were too big to dig up and were 
really looking too good to pull 
up anyway. I made a jig and 
started building curves and 
straight sections. The idea was 
to build it all at a nominal 
900mm height with a “folded 
eight” layout. This layout 
worked OK for 5 years despite 
the fierce grades on the rising 
sections. 

In 2012, whilst off work for an 
extended time, I decided to 
rebuild and lengthen the railway. 
This involved building another 
60 metres of track, a passing 
bay, return loop and yard. This 
was built on the same principle 
but with 17mm tantalized ply 
which I painted with bitumen 

paint. As part of the extension I 
also rebuilt part of the old layout 
removing the fierce grades and 
making that end also a reverse 
loop.

Sunday 19 January 2014 dawned 
fine and bright.  I had spent the 
day before running trains and 
fine tuning things so all was 
perfect.  We had advertised the 

session as DCC, battery and live 
steam.  As soon as people 
arrived the same old plague hit 
us, suddenly all DCC was not 
running to plan as it had been 
the past two days. Sound 
familiar??  As I was quite 
busy entertaining and sorting out 
the food for afternoon tea, the 
steamers took over and saved 
the day. We had Derek Cooper 
with two Lynton & Barnstaple 
steamers- Lyn and Lew pulling 
L&BR rolling stock from my 
stable, and John Reinecke there 
with his Natal Class Fowler with 
his very handsome rake of 
scratch built South African 
Railways 2’ gauge stock. He has 
done a superb job with then. 
They are a small part of the 
stock intended to be produced. 
We have Wayne Haste building 
a side and end as a master for 
various other wagons out of 
SAR. 

John Reinecke’s Roundhouse Natal with a rake of his scratch built 
SAR rolling stock

Robert Graham firing up “Seymour” ready for a run on my largely 
flat track. 
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Donna and Murray Lee turned 
up with Sarah (a Roundhouse 
Billy Kit) and Donna’s Connie 
(a Ruby Kit) and gave their 
locos a good run as well. As the 

weather was so hot the steam 
plumes were not as prominent as 
has been at odd times. Murray 
showed us his brass tender that 
he has been building over the 

past week. This is to trail behind 
Donna’s Connie- when it is all 
finished with a coal load and 
some detailing it will natural 
behind Donna’s train.

Natal passing through the intermediate loop on the new extension  

Great fishing tales being told as old and new friends catch up on a beautiful sunny Auckland day. 
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Robert Graham was there with 
his Accucraft “Seymour”. This 
loco was hand powered as 
opposed to Derek and John’s 
radio controlled locomotives. 
Seymour took off like a scalded 
rabbit but soon calmed down to 
a more sedate pace once we 
hooked up some rolling stock to 

her. A very nice little loco which 
will perform superbly with some 
more running in and a R/C set 
installed possibly. I never 
managed to get out the K27, 
McGinty and Little John, my 
radio controlled locos. Never 
mind- next time when I get the 
next extension done and have 

another meeting here 
we can do that! 

Over the period of the 
afternoon several 
people were seen on 
the controls of most 
l o c o s  e n j o y i n g 
themselves. Afternoon 
tea was over and soon 
after people started 
leaving sufficiently 
sated and having had a 
good post Christmas 
catch up. A few 
diehards stayed on for 
a BBQ and a little 
further running.

All in all in the final 
count up we had about 

30 people arrive from as far 
north as Coatesville and as far 
south as Huntly. Thanks to all of 
you who came along and made 
the day the success that it was- I 
certainly enjoyed trying to catch 
up with you all.

Lyn at rest with her L&BR Accucraft rake. 

Murray Lee’s Roundhouse Billy on the return loop in the old section of the 
layout.



Page 24 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

The Wairarapa Garden Railway 
modellers kicked off 2014 with 
a running day on the Upper 
Plains Railway at Dan and Sue 
Hughes’ place in Masterton. The 
weather was fine and warm, so 
shorts and sandals were the 
order of the day.

 Like many of the garden 
railways in our area this layout 
has been undergoing a major 
refurbishment.  Most of the track 
work has been re-laid on a new 
road bed, and now the whole 
railway is above ground level. 
Upper Plains Railway extends 
along the side boundary of the 
section, from the front yard and 
almost to the back fence.  

You may notice from some of 
the pictures that Dan has been 
col lec t ing  NZR ra i lway 
paraphernalia and has this 
strategically placed around the 
area to give a nice railway 
atmosphere to the yard. 

The running configuration is a 
near-level single track main line 
with a loop at each end, and a 
passing bay and sidings along 
the main line.  Dan runs his 
railway along the lines of NZ 
railway practice, and with the 
single line care is needed to 
manage the train movements 
from one block to the next. 
There is no track power, so all 
trains require their own on-board 
power.

The Eastern end of the layout is 
the business end where all the 
work is done; here there is a 
shunting yard for ‘making and 
breaking’ trains. At the other 
end of the line the track cuts 
through the jungle before 
skirting round a pond and 
looping back on itself.  Between 
the two ends there is a passing 
bay-cum-holding yard where 
trains can pass, and be 
dispatched.

During the running day we did 
not try our hand at making and 
breaking trains – we had enough 
excitement figuring out how to 
pass each other without clogging 
up the system.  It looks like we 

January Running Day at Upper Plains Railway 
Report & Photos: Warren Stringer 

See this railway at the National Garden Railway Convention, 15-16 February 2014 

The gathering of the faithful 
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will need more 
practice to become 
skilled operators… 

Clearly both Dan 
and Sue have put a 
lot of effort into 
building up their 
layout and it is 
looking a treat.  
This running day 
was the first time 
that the track has 
had a proper trial 
run since it was 
laid down, and as 
can be expected 
there were the 
inevitable stroppy 
spots where a bit 
of tweaking will 
be required for 
smooth operation. 

During the build work there 
have been some dramas along 
the way. Dan’s most recent 
challenge was a delivery of 
brass rail which looks to have 
gone missing in transit by 
breaking out of its packaging. 
The rail was to have been used 
to complete the track work for 
the running day, and thankfully 
Lloyd had enough spare track 
work at home to come to the 
rescue. This meant that we 
ended up doing a bit of track 
laying during the running day to 
finish off the loop at the 
marshalling yard end of the line.   

At some future date the layout 
will be extended further still 
along the back fence line, which 
should add still more complexity 
t o  t he  t r a in  ope ra t ing 
procedures.  I hope Dan is a 

Lots of goods heading East 

Dean Ellicock in track laying mode 
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Dan Hughes on dispatch duties at Westside Yard 

Lee Collett’s K27 safely traverses the newly laid loop 
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patient man – he will need to be 
if he wants to teach our mob 
how to run trains properly….

Honestly guys – I think we are 
going to have to ask Doug to 
become a WGRG member. I am 
sure he and his trusty movie 
camera have visited more of our 
layouts than many of our regular 
members. Hopefully Doug will 
be able to get over for the 
convention in February, where 
there will be lots of stuff to film. 

Thanks Sue, for putting up with 
the sawing, hammering and 
track laying mayhem, and for 
plying us with plenty of yummy 

refreshments and 
sustenance.  And 
thanks to Dan as 
w e l l  f o r 
completing your 
interesting and 
o u t - o f - t h e -
ordinary layout 
just in time for us 
to enjoy before 
our out of town 
visitors arrive.  It 
looks like all will 
be in good shape 
for next month’s 
convention.

Lee Collett checks the bridge clearance for the K27 

Sue Hughes, Joan Dickens and Christine Collett 
find a shady spot in the garden 
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts 
There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale Railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

Auckland
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
Ph 09 266-4745

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    


