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After a successful day running 
live steam we planned to have 
my first Night Run at Upper 
Plain Railway.  I had spent a bit 
of time investing in garden 
lighting and am pleased I did 
because Night Runs are a whole 
new game.   

I did not know at first but with a 
5 train consist at any one time it 
was a challenge to all of us.  
Running at first was a little 
confusing however it wasn’t 
long before we got a system 
going where trains were running 
very smoothly. 

I took over as fat controller and 
laid down some golden rules.   

Rule 1.  Drivers stay with their 
trains at all times.  No gas 
bagging to other drivers. 

Rule 2.  It’s my railway and I 
have the final say over who gets 
the right of way.  

After  these  rules  were 
implemented operations ran 
much better. 

It was a learning curve for all of 
us including me the fat 
controller who was yard master 
and train control all in one.  
Most operations were centred 
around the Westside yard, but 

when the main Upper Plain yard 
is finished it will be twice as big 
with twice as many problems. 

We finished up at 10.00 pm and 
it felt like I had done a full shift.  
Everyone enjoyed themselves 
and we are all looking forward 
to having another Night Run. 

My thanks go to Lee & Christine 
Collett, Dean Ellicock, Murray 
Clarke, Lloyd Dickens & 
Warren Stringer for attending 
my first Night Run.  A special 
thanks to my wife Sue for her 
efforts with supplies of goodies 
throughout the entire day. 

 

Night Run at Upper Plain Railway 
Report & Photos: Dan Hughes, Masterton 
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Back in the 1960’s the NZR at East 
Town work shops reroofed some 
STD 30ft guards vans. I was 
approached to build a model of a 
van F567 which I think was one that 
had this roof treatment. I 
photographed a van just out of the 
shops ready for service. This was 
real coach work with a body built in 
timber.  

Anyway back to the model. I started 
with the bogies, standard Bachmann 
American coach type. It is near 
enough to NZR. I had to make up 
new stretchers and coupler housing 
to suite the bogie centres. The 
Bachmann under frame had to be 
modified to fit inside the new 

headstocks and sole bars to suite the 
NZR style frame.  

The body is styrene scribed with a 
router with a selection of Evergreen 
and Plastruct mouldings.  

Roof is constructed out of 3mm 
styrene sheet, the hoops cut out with 
a band saw and then sanded with a 
bench mounted sanding disc. The 

trick is to screw the hoop pieces 
together when you cut and sand 
them so they are all the same.  

The roof sheathing is 1.5mm, I 
formed the curve by rolling the 
sheathing in a 100mm pipe and 
leaving it there for about two 
weeks, this worked well so I have 
made up a lot more for future 
projects.  

The roof framework is made next 
from strips of styrene and off cuts, 
The end doors are built up to form a 
panel type, and the guard ducket is 
made from a block of clear Perspex 
sanded to shape.  

The dog box door was a bit trickier, 
if you look at a real one on a van it 
is to a pattern of a diamond formed 
by a series of holes. So after 
drawing it up, it was out with my 

Wayne’s World 
Wayne Haste, Tawa 

Standard Bachmann American 
coach type bogie 

Modified Bachmann Underframe 

Roof hoops cut on bandsaw from 3mm styrene 
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trusty drill. The platform end 
railings were made up with wire, 
styrene strip and rod.  

Tin hat ventilators, I started with a 
3mm rod then built up the hat with 
tube then a 1mm cap to top them 
off.  I fitted a stove chimney to 
finish off the roof detail. A lot more 

detail could have fitted to this van 
but this model was made to a price. 
Having said that I think it still came 
out OK. 
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New Items for the Rosebrook Railway 
Photos: Christine Collett, Carterton 

This is a set for 100 years of the Bernina line in Switzerland 

LGB have produced this set to celebrate 100 years of the Bernina line in Switzerland 
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On Sunday 6th April 2013 the 
Auckland G Scale Group meet at 
Murray and Donna Lee’s in 
Papakura. The weather was 
perfect and about 25 plus 
members and guests showed up 
to see what Murray and Donna 
have done since the last visit. 

They have now got 2 railways, 
the scenic ‘BBQ’ garden layout 
as seen at the last Auckland 
Convention (the plants have 
grown a bit since then and the 
curves and points have been 
widened to R3).  

The other layout is what Murray 
calls his operational railway 
which is built along the side 
fence. It runs for about 35 me-
tres, is single track with a re-
verse loop at each end and 2 
passing loops with head shunts 
along it. As this railway was 
built especially for live steam 
operation there is no power and 
the points were hand made by 
Murray and are not insulat-

ed,  some of them work well but 
some others need a bit of 
tweaking still. These were made 
from a plan drawn by Julius de 
Waal.  

Murray’s RC Battery powered 
Bachmann Porter was running in 

the BBQ Railway when every-
one arrived. Murray fired up his 
Roundhouse Billy (named Sa-
rah) and sent that around the op-
erational layout. 

Robert Graham ran his Accu-
craft Mortimer saddle tank loco 
(named Seymour) and John 
Reinecke ran his South African 
themed Roundhouse Fowler. 
John Stephenson also ran his lo-
co, a Roundhouse Linda. 

Of course the highlight of the af-
ternoon was afternoon tea put on 
by Donna with assistance by Liz 
and Rosie. 

Murray and Donna have plans to 
eventually join the 2 layouts to-
gether and to extend from the 
back reverse loop along the back 
fence into the garden shed. Also 

Auckland Running Day at Donna & Murray Lee’s 
Report: Murray Lee.  Photos” Michael Hilliar 

Chris Coles’ repainted Warehouse budget train 

Murray and Donna Lee’s his & hers battery powered locomotives 



Page 8 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

9th National Garden Railway Convention Christchurch 
6-8 February 2015.  

 Email: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

one of the loops will be 
expanded into a yard. 

All in all a good time was had by 
all. 

 

The stained glass window in 
Donna’s church 

The patio garden showing that the plants are growing well 

The railway has been extended out over the patio to ease the curve 
around the church 

Murray checking his Roundhouse 
‘Billy’ named ‘Sarah’ 



Page 9 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

March Running Days in the Wairarapa 
Report &Photos: Warren Stringer, Carterton 

The Steam Gala 

March was a busy month for us 
here in the Wairarapa.  First 
there was the annual “steam 
gala”, a local summer festival 
event in Featherston, where we 
were invited to set up a layout  
in one of the local halls.   

As part of the festivities Carole 
Needham had once again 
organised a public display of 
trains in the local Anzac Hall, 
and we were invited to put on a 
garden railway display as part of 
her show. 

This was a great day out for us, 
as we got to set up our track 
indoors where we had nice 
padded seats and access to a 
cafeteria with food and as many 
cuppas as we needed.  When it 
comes to running trains this was 
the height of luxury. 

Dean Ellicock not only brought 
along his trains, he also had a 

TV, DVD player, and a copy of 
Doug Ingham’s movies of our 
home layouts.  This proved to be 
a useful hit mainly for many of 
the adults who were looking for 
other distractions to keep them 
occupied while their kids 
watched our trains going round 
on our two display tracks. 

There was a small-yet-steady 
flow of people through the hall 
until early afternoon when 
everyone was asked to pack 
up… somewhat earlier than the 
4pm finish we had expected, as 
the crowds outside were thinning 
and the gala event was coming 
to an early close. 

Our setup at the Featherston Steam Gala 

A display of Wayne Haste’s models and the TV showing videos of home layouts 
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Club Running Day at 
Castletown Railway 

Later in the month we had our 
usual home layout visit, this 
time to the Castletown Railway 
at Lloyd Dickens’ place.  Since 

w e  f i r s t  s a w  L l o y d ’ s 
reincarnated layout at this year’s 
convention he has been steadily 
“working on the details”, and 
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Murray Clarke’s Mallet almost chasing it’s tail 

Murray Clarke was seen multi tasking, running two trains on Lloyds railway 
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with each layer of new detail we 
are starting to get a better feel 
for Lloyd’s vision of his Isle-Of-
Man-based setup. 

One of the nice things about the 
new track setup is that there is a 
huge length of track – over 60 
metres I believe), with many big 
long straight runs.  These runs 
show off the big trains and the 
big locos to great effect, and it 
was good to see Dean Ellicock, 
Dan Hughes’ and Murray 
Clarke's trains muscling their 
way through the landscape. 

To take advantage of his setup 
Lloyd has invested in a brand 
new ELR Engineering model of 
an ex South African NGG16 
Garratt! This has just arrived 

from the UK, and nestled there 
in its box we had a sneak-
preview of it during our visit. 

Live Steam Running Day at 
Castletown Railway 

Well, this was turning out to be 
a Very busy month for Lloyd.  
On the weekend following his 
club running day he also hosted 
a live steam running day at 
Castletown Railway. 

Though we do not have many 
people running live steam in G 
gauge here in the Wairarapa 
(Ken Evans and Lloyd are the 
only two that I know of) there 
are a bunch of folks in the 
Wellington group who have live 
steam locos, and they ventured 

over the hill for the day.  While 
John Robinson and Chris 
Drowley got their stable of gas-
fired steamers cruising around 
nicely, Lloyd was getting to 
grips with his new coal-burning 
Garratt. 

 We also had a visit from Alf 
Large and Lyn McClure from 
Rangiora, as they were up in 
Wellington for a family 
gathering and took the 
opportunity to pop in and see 
what we were up to. Alf and Lyn 
had been up for the convention 
in February so it was good to 
catch up with them again as 
well. 

Now that we have had a taste of 
the new loco we are all looking 

Lloyd Dickens’ new coal fired live steam Garret 
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forward to seeing the Garratt 
again at a later date, after Lloyd 
has had a bit more time to get to 
grips with the firing, steaming, 
and the routine operating stuff.  
Firing up and running a  coal-
fired live steam loco is 
apparently a tricky thing to 
master and we expect that it will 
take some time and patience to 
get the hang of operating the 
new beast.   

Well it looks like Lloyd is 
becoming our local go-to man 
for live-steam operations.  In the 
days to come we will hope to 
hear more interesting tales about 
the quirks, frustrations, and joys 
of working with live steam.   

Live Steam Running Day at 
Upper Plain Railway 

The day before Lloyd’s Live 
steam running day, Dan and Sue 
Hughes also hosted another Live 
Steam running day on their 
Upper Plain Railway.  Once 
again the Wellington contingent 
was there with their charges 
majestically blasting steam/ 
smoke high into the air as they 
chattered their way around the 
scenic garden track.  For the 
uninitiated this is a terrific sight, 
and it adds a whole new 
dimension to the way that we 
use our railways. 

Dan had also invited the rest of 
the club (i.e. those of us who do 
not have any live steam trains) to 

join in the fun for a Barbecue 
and a night running session.  So 
later that evening after the live 
steamers had retreated from the 
layout, out came the battery-
powered stuff.   

If you know Dan’s layout then 
you will know that there is a 
section of single track, which 
means that when there is more 
than one train on the track at any 
one time then someone will need 
to “give way”.  Of course with 
our unruly mob in action and 
with at least four trains on the 
track at any one time, then this 
requires some sort of “traffic 
control” system.  In the case of 
the Upper Plain Railway the 

Dan Hughes; hootin and hollerin machine in full song on Lloyd’s railway 
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New Reefer for the Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 
Ian C Galbraith, Rangiora 

“traffic control” system is called 
“Dan”. 

I don’t know what “Dan” uses, 
but his powers of concentration 
are mind-boggling.  My brain 
switches off after about two 
hours of concentrating and then 
all hell breaks loose, but there 
was Dan who had been out on 
the layout all day with the live 
steamers, and then there he was 

out there again after dinner still 
operating at peak efficiency 
right up to 10pm, keeping us out 
of harm’s way as we attempted 
to wreak havoc and mayhem at 
every opportunity.  If you ever 
need to find a good safety 
officer then I reckon “Dan’s 
your Man”. 

And if you ever want to have a 
night-running session then I 

would recommend going round 
to Dan and Sue’s place. The 
background lighting lets you 
find your way around in the 
dark, and with a cloudless and 
starry sky above the atmosphere 
is quite magical. 

 

The East Coast Large Scale Train Show was held in York Pennsylvania on 21 –22 March 2014. A 
commerative reefer was on offer to those attending the Show.  This was a limited run item offered in two 
numbers.. After attempting to purchase a car on line to no avail, a fellow modeller in New Jersey offered to 
purchase one for me.  (Thank you Shawn Conahey)  A friend in Australia asked if it would be possible for me 
to get one for him also.  Two reefers were purchased for me and sent to the NZ Post depot on Oregon.  From 
there NZ Post shipped the parcel to New Zealand. 

This reefer is now fitted with metal wheels and Kadee couplers, the other has been sent to it’s Australian 
owner. 

As far as is known, this is the only 2014 ECLSTS reefer in New Zealand 

See video of first run here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZOw35FBQB4&list=UUlfB_Qvyyg9zkDUWL7mRFhA 
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Ashburton Forks Railway Workshop 
Report & Photos: Kerry Paterson, Ashburton 

Just a progress report on the 
shed!!! Due to the crap weather 
here lately, I haven't been able to 
paint the flues for inside the shed 
so have started on the weather 
boards.  

 Each board is glued & pinned 
on each stud so is starting to take 
shape. Hope the weather is a hell 
of a lot better where you are, . 

 

9th National 
Garden Railway 

Convention 
Christchurch 

6-8 February 
2015.  
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Another month and another 
running afternoon under the belt 
for the Wellington Garden 
Railway Group and another 
round of additions to Gavin 
Sowry’s Taita Gorge Railway.  I 
had twisted Gavin’s arm to host 
our April running day after 
following the progress of recent 
alterations and additions to his 
railway on his G Scale Central 
topic   www.gscalecentral.net/g-
sca le-p ic tures / ta i t a -gorge-
railway    

To think the railway started as a 
simple loop 14 years ago, it’s 
quite exciting to see just what 
getting that first bit of track 
down can grow into.  There is a 
freshness about Gavin’s railway, 
though considering it has gone 

through quite a few expansions 
and alterations since birth it’s 
not surprising.  Those of you 
familiar with the railway will 
know it grew a single line to 
meet the workshop shed, then 
through the shed to a reverse 
loop.  Well the original loop has 
now stretched to fill the garden 
up to the workshop shed and 
grown a passing loop and a 
couple of short sidings.  I get the 
feeling there will be a few more 
subtle improvements still to 
come. 

So what of the running 
afternoon.  Lately the weather 
has been wreaking havoc with 
our running afternoons, either 
making it hard to program the 
weekend or simply making it 

hard to decide if one should 
venture out.  Leading up to 
Sunday the weather seemed to 
confirm the need for an ark, but 
thankfully it cleared sufficiently 
for Gavin to complete some 
work to have the railway ready, 
and to even get the lawn mowed.  
I wish I could get my lawn look 
as good as his.  Anyway a 
satisfactory number of hardy 
members came and enjoyed a 
most pleasant, if cool afternoon.  
A nice touch was the welcome 
sign Gavin’s Granddaughter 
drew.  She was busy taking lots 
of photos and otherwise 
introducing guests to the railway 
when I got there.  I'm not sure if 
it’s just my perception, but there 
seems to be more family 
involvement in the garden than 
when I focused on indoor S scale 
model railways. 

Most of the afternoon we ran 
trains in the dry, a mix of track 
power and battery power.  
Mostly track power though, 
giving the Train Engineer (the 
older DC track power version) 
that Gavin recently picked up off 
Trademe a good test out.  It’s 
good proving that there is still a 
place for plain DC power out in 
the garden if you keep electric 
continuity up to scratch, 
something that varies in ease, or 
difficulty, depending on you 
railway environment. 

Taita Gorge Railway is Still Growing 
Report & Photos: John Robinson, Tawa 

Some of the gathering, watching as Doug works on another sequence 
with his trusty video camera 
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David Allen showed us some 
level crossing lights he’s made 
up with a simple flasher circuit, 
LEDs, left over pipe fittings and 
running off a 9 volt battery.  His 
intention is to install them at his 
Browns Bay Railway using reed 
switches to activate and then 
turn off again.  They certainly 
looked the part, and sounded 
right too. 

Making use of the recent deals 
out of Train World, Phil Smith 
and Gavin have bought 
Bachmann Rail Trucks, and if 
I’d remembered to bring mine, 
bought locally some time ago, 
we would have had triplets.  But 

Part of Gavin’s beer reefers train passing by the local Four Square store. 

Brian Cashmore’s USA Trains NW2 hauling Gavin’s train of beer reefers 
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as it was both available did run, 
and considering both were new it 
was surprising how much faster 
Phil’s one ran than Gavin’s. 

And to keep my monthly reports 
up to scratch there are three 
things left to say.  Firstly thanks 
to our hosts. The effort to host a 
running afternoon is always 
appreciated.  Secondly to direct 
y o u  t o  t h e  w e b  l i n k 
www.gscalecentral.net/g-scale-
pictures/wgrg-visit-to-the-taita-
gorge-railway   for more photos 
from the afternoon.  Finally the 
month is not complete unless I 
mention the cake and scones, we 
like our afternoon tea we do! 

 

– Gavin is illustrating that at times, with a ground level railway, you 
sometimes need to get right down to get the right photo. 

And this is what Gavin was photographing, his Bachmann Rail Truck parked in the goose siding at Taita 
Gorge. 
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The workshop shed, complete with railway clock, forms the backdrop in this photo. 

Disappearing through a vegetation tunnel heading from the most recent mainline addition towards the original 
loop 
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From meadow level Gavin’s Bachmann Porter and work train approaching Taita Gorge station. 

Easter Monday on the Taita Gorge Railway Photo: Gavin Sowry 
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RUNNING DAY AT LEE AND CHRISTINE COLLETT’S DRY RIVER RAILROAD 
Report and Photos: Warren Stringer, Carterton 

Over the years we have learned 
that it is a risky business to have 
running days during the moody 
months of Autumn, Winter and 
Spring… 

And true to form we always 
seem to push our luck and try to 
squeeze in just another meeting 
before the weather packs up in 
Autumn. 

At this time of the year the 
deciduous trees are shedding 
their mantle of leaves, those 
restless Southerly winds are 
never too far away, and the rain 
that we hoped would come to 
water the garden during summer 
seems to finally arrive just when 
we don’t need it anymore. 

Lee and Christine put their hands 
up to host our running day in 

April knowing that the weather 
could get a bit stroppy. And sure 
enough we got one of those 
blustery-wind and squally-
shower days where the best 
place to be was indoors. 

Thankfully their engine shed 
(masquerading as a big Versatile 
garage) not only has room for 
the trains, a woodshed and a 
workshop, but also provides a 

The Sensible folk were all inside the engine shed 

LGB 25409 RhB Alpine Classic Crocodile passenger train 
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great place to shelter between 
showers. 

Rosebrook Railway and the 
Hydrangea Tram Line have been 
built under a lovely big Silver 
Birch tree – and the tree is 
currently shedding its leaves 
with great enthusiasm.  Rather 
than try to clear away the fallen 
leaves these lines were declared 
‘out of action’ for the day.   That 
left the Dry River Railroad on its 
elevated track bed for us to run 
our trains on.  

Though a whole bunch of us had 
turned up for the running day, 
only Murray Clarke had brought 
along anything to run; he had his 
LGB Mallet with a rake of goods 
wagons, including two lovely 
new long-wheelbase freight cars 
fresh out of Wayne Haste’s 
workshop.  The new wagons 
give the train a nice fresh look, 
and I wouldn’t be surprised if 
Wayne gets a few more orders to 
build more of his wagons for 
some of the local lads. 

Well it appeared that the rest of 
us had turned up to see Lee’s 

trains in action - possibly this 
was because we had been 
listening to rumours.   The word 
on the street was that the 
postman had been seen 
delivering big parcels to the 
Collett residence.  Of course we 
all know that when Lee and 
Christine get big parcels this can 
only mean one thing..  more 
train stuff.   

I have to admit that I am 
somewhat intrigued about these 
new acquisitions.  I seem to 
recall that when Lee retired from 
work some time ago, he had 

Murray Clarke’s Mallet with two new freight wagons built by Wayne Haste 

LGB Saxon Meyer articulated locomotive.  (Sorry about the raindrops on the lens) 
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announced that his train-buying 
days would be over.  And yet the 
postman still calls with overseas 
mail – quite regularly it seems. 

So being the nosey mob that we 
are we just had to see if the 
rumours were true, and we were 
not disappointed. 

Not being content with having 
just one Harz loco, there is now 
a new limited edition twin to 
keep it company, and Lee had 

Photographer braving the weather 

Climax at the mill 
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both of them on show double-
heading a rake of wagons around 
the Dry River track.  Actually 
Dry River was a bit of a 
misnomer during the running 
session, and whenever a heavy 
shower threatened the train 
scurried back under cover inside 
the shed.  

“But wait – there’s more” 
seemed to be the catch cry of the 
day.  We had the new articulated 
Saxon Meyer loco out with a 
couple of Bernina passenger 
coaches in tow.  We had a newly 
acquired ‘alpine classic’ 
crocodile purring along nicely 
hauling a rake of luxury 
passenger coaches.  We had the 

TEE train doing lickety-splits 
around the circuit.  There were 
logging locos, and a K27…  
trains were ducking in and out of 
the shed in quick succession…
we were having a great time.   
And then the food arrived. 

Yes Christine had been hard at 
work again, preparing one of her 
sumptuous afternoon tea 
banquets for us.  Have you ever 
noticed that the best way to stop 
train guys from talking about 
trains is to put food and drink in 
front of them..  well it seems to 
work for Christine anyway. 

And while we were there in the 
shed enjoying the food someone 

noticed that the engine shed is 
now getting close to being full.  
There is not much more space at 
floor level to put sidings in for 
new tra ins .   Short  of 
commandeering some new floor 
space from the adjacent 
workshop or woodshed it 
appears that the expanding 
Collett railroad empire may not 
have much more room for 
further growth.  But then Lee is 
an enterprising and resourceful 
lad, and no doubt he will come 
up with a “cunning plan” to 
house new stock if and when the 
need arises.  We will just have to 
keep a watch out to see what the 
postman brings next… 

FOR SALE 
13 x PECO code 200 G Scale track 45mm gauge 900mm long $ 28 each 

6 x PECO code 200 G Scale turnouts 45mm gauge as new $65 each 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact  Don Ellis P O Box 7145 118a Wordsworth Street Sydenham Christchurch 8240 
ph 643 3656555 work  cell 0274 329277 

Email don@computercables.co.nz 
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For Sale. 
I have a LGB Swiss Railcar (21390) and trailing coach (30550). The railcar has an LGB sound unit fitted for 
an electric loco. Possibly one of the most beautiful sets produced by LGB in my opinion. It is new and has 
never been run on rails. I would like $1800 ono. 

For further details contact Henrik Dorbeck (09) 266 2605 or 027 487 1225.  

It can be viewed at 74 Grande Vue Road, Manurewa 

May 4‐10 2014 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Tampa, Florida 
June 2014 Model‐X, Auckland 
June 19—23 2014 West Coast Regional Meet 
 Hosted by Sacramento Valley Garden Railway Society 
 For more informa on: h p://www.svgrs.org/news‐events 
October 4‐5 2014 Christchurch Model Train Show 
February 6‐8 2015 9th Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Christchurch 
 To register interest: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 
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The April Running Day at Ross 
Fraser’s, “The Fraser Line” in 
Kaiapoi was held on 27 April 
2014. 
This was a last chance for 
members to run trains on this 
line, as after the AGM and 
afternoon tea, the track was to 
be lifted pending Ross and 
Gwen’s upcoming shift. 
We look forward to the new 
railway once it is up and running 
in the new location.  This is still 
to be found 

Notes from the AGM 
FINANCIAL 

Our finances are in good health, 
but books show a loss for 2013-
2014 year, due to some subs 
being paid early in previous year 
and a advance payment for the 
deposit on the 2015 Convention 
Venue, 
Income was down as we didn’t 
display at the last Christchurch 
train show. 
Note subs are now due for the 
2014 year at $20 These can be 
paid by direct credit into clubs 
bank account 
See attached membership form. 

NEWSLETTER 
The meeting passed the 
newsletter change regarding 
newsletter distribution to be by 
email only, as costing which 
were now up to $39.14 per year 
for printing and posting out, this 
includes the increase in postal 
charges which come in to effect 
in July 
We agreed to only send out the 
newsletters via email but, in 
some special circumstances we 
may charge $40/year if posted 

CONVENTION 2015 
The  2015  Chr i s t c hu rc h 
Convention Convenor  is Ian 
Galbraith with subcommittee of 
Kerry Paterson and Don Ellis 
The venue is booked, twelve 
layouts are confirmed as are 
e i g h t  c l i n i c / w o r k s h o p s /
demonstrations 

PORTABLE LAYOUT 
A show of hands of about 10 
people meant we can display the 
layout in its existing state at the 
2014 Christchurch train show in 
October. Thoughts were to 
reinstate the Anthony bridge if 

space transport and man power 
are available. 
Future of the layout was to 
replace the old heavy doors with 
light weight tables in 2015 and 
revamp the track plan, after 
feedback from last years survey 
after its last outing. 
ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS  
President: re-elected Don Ellis 
Editor: re-elected Ian Galbraith.  
Sec/Treasurer: re-elected Kerry 
Paterson 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
The meeting passed adopting the 
draft for the club etiquette 
This will be published in a 
future newsletter and distributed 
to all new members. 
There was a brief discussion on  
fund raising and club shirts 
The end of “The Fraser Line” 
Following afternoon tea the 
Allen wrenches were produced 
and in under an hour all the 
track joints were removed and 
the track left lying for Ross to 
sort and pack away. 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Running Day at  
The Fraser Line.  The Last Hurrah. 

One of the last trains to run on “The Fraser Line” 
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THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Members enjoying the wonderful Canterbury weather while Don Ellis, standing, conducted the AGM 



Quality 45 mm gauge brass 
track for indoor or outdoor 
use.  Code 332 rail compatible 
with all overseas tracks 

Now available in 5ft (1.5m) 
lengths, comprising 2 lengths 
of rail, plastic sleepers with 
two rail joiners, for only 
$50.00, plus postage, at cost. 
Track is in “Kit form”.  

Why pay $80.00 or more for imported track when you 
can purchase locally. Postage is the most cost efficient 

method to send the track.  3m 
lengths also available, but 
need to be shipped by truck. 

North Island orders will be 
despatched from Auckland. 

Contact:  Graeme Quayle 
Phone  09  416  7600 
gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz 

South Island orders will be 
despatched from Rangiora. 

Contact:  Ian C Galbraith Phone 03 551 2142 
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz  
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THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

The May meeting will be held at 
Don Ellis’s workplace, 118 
Wordsworth Street, Sydenham 
from 1:00pm Sunday 18 May 
2014. 

The format will be different 

from the usual running of trains.  
Members are asked to bring 
along some project that they are 
presently working on.  It may be 
a bridge, a turnout, a building, 
locomotive or item of rolling 
stock.  Even your latest 

acquisition.  

If you are having a problem with 
a locomotive or similar, bring 
that along and one or other of 
the members may be able to 
provide a solution. 

For Sale 
LGB 213200 22.5o crossing.  Purchased in error. New in box.  $90.00 

Ian C Galbraith Ph 03 551 2124 Email peninsok@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group May Gathering 



T H E  G A R D E N  W H I S T L E  
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    


