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‐ G Scale news from around New Zealand.- 

Piko Diesel under Murray Clarke’s favourite Maple Tree 
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Ian Webb’s McEwen Pratt Rail Car 
Photo: John Robinson, Tawa 

There was a lot of interest in Ian Webb’s rail car pictured in the September issue of The Garden Whistle with requests for an 
article on the building of the rail car and trailer.  Ian was contacted regarding the request and has advised that an article is 

being prepared and may be available in the future 

Wayne’s World 
Wayne Haste, Tawa 

This is a model of one of 75 prototypes that was built between 1930 to 1934 by the Saxon Wagen works. 
Some of them ran on other private railways also. GGw 97.13.72. was built in 1934 and written off in 1967. the 
gauge was 750mm. Under the DR in the 1950’s a small number of this wagons were rebuilt to 1000m gauge 

still as box wagons and the others as passenger cars. A hand full of them are in museums in Germany. 
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C o n v e n t i o n  U p d a t e 2  
9 th Nat ional  Garden Rai lway Convent ion 

Christchurch  6-8  February 2015 
Planning is now well under way for the Convention with eleven of thirteen layouts confirmed.  
These range from ground level to elevated railways with a number of different types of 
construction. 
Registrations from Australian and Canadian Garden Railroader are among those received to 
date.  
There will be six demonstrations/workshops/clinics held during the Convention.  These will be 
spread over the three days. 

There will be three Registration options:  
PREMIUM: all activities including Friday evening meal and two course Dinner on Saturday  

STANDARD: all activities including two course Dinner on Saturday. 
BASIC: excepting evening meals, includes all other activities. 

Partners or friends are able to attend either of the evening meals at the relevant cost 
A Convention Polo Shirt will be available for pre order at $35.00 ea.  The Polo Shirt will be embroidered: Garden 
Railway Convention 2015 Christchurch.    See  Order Form.  Orders for shirts, with payment, must be received no later 
than 8 January 2015 

For enquiries, phone: Ian C Galbraith, 03 551 2142 or 021 2646 945 
Email: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

The Russley Golf Club and Conference Centre, venue for 
the 9th National Garden Railway Convention Brian Cashmore, Tawa, will demonstrate his method of 

construction of buildings for the Garden Railway 

Dean Farrow will show how he vacuum forms 
shapes from styrene for use in scratch building.  

Example: The ends (Circled) of the Drewry Railcar  
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In October the sunshine has been 
our constant companion, and with 
the warmer weather the grass has 
been growing, the lawns are now 
getting a regular mowing, the 
cherry trees are in full blossom, 
and at my place the birds are back 
in the woodshed building their 
nests again.  My own layout has 
disappeared into a thicket of 
weeds that are growing with a 
vengeance – and that means there 
will be a weeding job to be sorted 
out before my running day in 
December. 
In October we have taken 
advantage of the spring weather 
and scheduled a number of 
outings for the garden railway 
group.  We planned running 
sessions for early in the month, at 
the end of the month, and a 
church outing in the middle of the 
month. 
The first of our running days was at Murray 
Clarke’s Waiohine Valley Railway – the place 
where it seems that there is always something 
new to see.  And sure enough, when we 
arrived on Sunday afternoon there was the 
new sound of water cascading down a rocky 
watercourse.  Yes true to form Murray had 
been out building a new pond and waterfall as 
a centrepiece for his raised railway. 
Murray is following in the footsteps of Lee 
Collett (another of our gang members), and 
has recently started out on a new adventure 
called “Retirement”. And it looks as though 
he has been putting his time into the 
construction of his new water feature. 

RUNNING DAY AT WAIOHINE VALLEY RAILWAY 
Report & photo: Warren Stringer, Carterton 

Lee Collett and Dean Ellicott enjoy a pleasant afternoon in the sun. 

Murray’s trusty Piko Diesel on a freight run 
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Also prominent in the station area of the layout is a 
lovely new station building that was recently built -
to-order for Murray by our local model buildings 
guru Brian Cashmore from the Wellington group. 
We had a lot of locos running around on the day 
and Murray had the track behaving pretty well, with 
no major dramas or calamities to speak of. 
There is a rumour going around that Murray will be 
looking to sell his house soon, so this running day 
could be the last opportunity for us to have a group 
running session before the layout gets dismantled 
and carted off to another location….  But then as 
with all rumours   it may never happen.  So we will 
just have to wait and see how things pan out.     And 
until we see the For Sale signs in front of the house 
we will look forward to having fun running our 
trains on the Waiohine Valley Railway 
 

The new station building, by Brian Cashmore, stands sedately on the platform beyond the square log building 
by Ian Galbraith 

The Bachelor boys Murray and Lloyd 
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On the weekend following our 
Running Day at Murray Clarke’s 
place we had another outing at a 
local church fair. 

We were invited to set up our 
display on the lawn beside the 
church, and soon found a sunny 
corner where the undulating 
contours in the lawn would not 
cause too much havoc with our 
train operations.  We had plenty 
of track, and to keep things 
simple we decided to put down 
one large loop, with a passing 

track and a couple of sidings to 
park spare trains on. 

Murray, Lloyd and I had a 
number of locos and plenty of 
rolling stock, and Joan had 
kindly loaned us her Thomas 
and Percy trains for the day, so 
there was plenty of stuff to keep 
the crowd entertained. 

We enjoyed our session which 
started around 10am and ran 
through to around 2.30pm. 

This was a proper gala; they sold 
coffee – and hot dogs – and even 
Devonshire teas. Yes this was a 
civilised place. 

As ever Thomas and Percy 
proved to be the highlight of the 
day for the littlies, and once 
again we saw the importance of 
having these two trains on show 
at a public display. 

 

ST MARKS CHURCH FAIR 
Report & photo: Warren Stringer, Carterton 

Another pleasant weekend in the Wairarapa. 
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9th National 
Garden Railway 

Convention 
Christchurch 

6-8 February 
2015.  

Murray is directing operations from the big chair 

C-16 on the Christchurch Garden Railway Group layout at the 
Christchurch Big Train show 
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 Well the weather was terrible on 
our chosen Saturday so we put it 
off a week till the 11th. and what 
a bonza of a day it ended up 
being. A good number of 
attendees including families 
f r o m  A u c k l a n d  a n d 
Whangamata both looking for 
ideas for their own builds. So 
there were a variety of 

locomotives on the line 
including a Thomas of course. 
We held the grand opening of 
Horsham Halt station with 
someone cutting the ribbon and 
the afternoon passed by very 
pleasantly. 
T h e  s t a t i o n  s e r v e s  a s 
refreshment stop and garden tool
-shed. Reckon that everyone 
should have one in their 

backyard. A fun build serving 
double duty and with Mr Bean 
as the ticket clerk what more can 
you want. 
The track seemed to hold up 
fairly well and the afternoon 
soon passed all to quickly. A 
number of photos shows some of 
the action. Thanks all a most 
enjoyable day. 

Garden Railways Of Waikato  Meeting 11 October 2014 
Report & photos: Raynor Johnston, Hamilton 

Part of the group in front of  Horsham Halt on Raynor Johnston’s railway 

Grant Alexander’s passenger train 
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Alan Manning adjusting things before running 

Mr Bean on duty 
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Progress on the Dunmovin Railway 
Rangiora 

The first 18 metres of track has been laid and ballasted on the ‘Dunmovin Railway’ of Dave and Rebecca 
Hancox.  ( A borrowed 6 metre length of track enabled a continuous run) A battery powered “Christmas Tree 

Train” was the first to run.  This was followed by a visiting Aristo Craft rail bus fitted with batteries and 
Revolution R/C 



Page 11 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Dave enjoying some night time running on the Dunmovin Railway Photo: Rebecca Hancox 
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Over the winter months the 
Wellington Garden Railway 
Group has been sheltering 
indoors for its running days so it 
was great to be back out in the 
garden for our October running 
afternoon.  Ian Webb hosted us 
at his superb Whitts Hill Light 
Railway for the afternoon.  This 
was the Group’s first visit to this 
railway that is much newer than 
the way it integrates into its 
surroundings would imply.  If I 
remember correctly Ian and 
Christine have only been here a 
couple of years, and given the 
mandatory decorating task that 
makes the railway even younger.  

 Naturally one of the pre-
requisites on buying the property 
was the ability of the garden to 
absorb a railway, one presumes 
there were other less important 
pre-requisites. 

A real plus with the existing 
garden was a perfect railway 
height raised garden edging 
down one side and rear of the 
property.  Ian established there 
would be just enough room for 
return loops and so a workable 
plan for his Whitts Hill Light 
Rai lway (WHLR) could 
proceed.  The railway is L 
shaped with 1.2m radius (or 
there about) return loops at each 

end of the L.  The main station 
Neas Creek is on the short leg of 
the L and is conveniently 
alongside the garage workshop 
for ease of racking up trains.  
There are some convenient 
shelves hinged off the retaining 
wall in front of Neas Creek that 
aids steaming up, WHLR is 
primarily a steam powered 
railway though battery power 
has its place as well. 

Leaving Neas Creek, trains on 
the single main line cross a 
typical NZR style truss bridge.  
As trains round the bend of the 
L they pass through a central 
passing loop.  If running two 

Whitts Hill Light Railway 
Report by John Robinson, Tawa 

Ian Webb tending to his Accucraft NG16 Garratt as operating pressure is reached while sitting on the steam 
up loop at Neas Creek Photo: John Robinson 



Page 13 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

trains and they are running at the 
same pace then they can 
conveniently pass here with little 
if any waiting, the passing loop 
being at dead centre of the 
railway you see. 

Leaving the passing loop, again 
on single line, now well on the 
long leg of the L trains reach the 
minor station of Whitts End.  
Though it is only minor in the 
fact it doesn’t have any passing 
loops, only a goods siding.  The 
station building at Whitts End is 
a beautiful rendition of the 
original Kaiwharawhara station 
and is anything but a minor 
structure.  Leaving Whitts End 

trains cross a longer truss bridge, 
which is removable to gain 
access to the rest of the garden 
when trains aren’t running. 

At the end of the Whitts End 
bridge trains enter a return loop 
disappearing into the garden.  
The turnouts leading to the both 
reserve loops have over centre 
springing so one time the trains 
go clockwise around the loops 
then anticlockwise the next time.  
Similar over centre springing on 
the central passing loop gives a 
form of automatic route 
selection, simple but effective to 
aid passing trains without 
intervention. 

All of the buildings and 
structures on the WHLR have 
been scratch built by Ian.  Neas 
Creek station building and signal 
box are modelled on Burkes that 
existing on NZR near Dunedin.  
Other structures too have a very 
New Zealand feel to them.  The 
railway though is a generic mix 
of Welsh and English narrow 
gauge and old NZR.  Locos in 
particular are mostly Welsh or 
English narrow gauge.  Freight 
and passenger rolling stock, 
predominantly scratch built, is 
also a mix but chosen to have a 
unified look, and it works very 
well. 

Ian’s NG16 Garratt steaming through Whitts End Photo: John Robinson 
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Other things to be noted about 
the railway is that all track is 
hand laid in code 225 brass rail.  
To keep planting in control the 
various shrubs are planted in 
pots buried in the narrow strip of 
garden the railway runs in.  
Apart from the return loops the 
railway runs in a narrow garden 
between two retaining walls.   

The Neas Creek end return loop 
is removable supported on 
adjustable legs and is the only 
“unsceniced” part of the railway. 

So that is the railway in a 
nutshell.  How did the running 
day go?  Very well, thank you 
for asking.  Oh yes and 
Christine’s fruitcake passed the 
“can I have yet another piece 
please” test.   

Ian’s McEwen Pratt railcar on the Whitts End return loop. Photo: John Robinson 

My Bush Jigger on the central passing loop in amongst the Kanuka forest.  
The Kanukas are planted in pots to help control grow and can be remove 
for root pruning when required. Photo: John Robinson 
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We ran a mix of battery 
power and live steam 
powered trains and a 
bush jigger.  I’m not sure 
if it was Ian’s live steam 
NG16 Garratt or his 
museum quality McEwen 
Pratt railcar that stole the 
show the most.  It really 
is a pleasant spot for a 
railway and sitting on the 
patio watching the trains 
go by, eating cake; it 
would be hard to get 
much better. 

Thanks to all who turned 
up, it was a comfortably 
a t t e n d e d  r u n n i n g 
afternoon.  A big thanks 
too to Ian and Christine 
for a most enjoyable 
running afternoon and 
sure has set the right tone 
for what we hope will be 
a great running season. 

Busy at Neas Creek.  Ian’s NG16 on the steam up loop, my loco Manawanui hauling it’s train of Binnie skips 
down the main line as Chris Drowley’s Lady Anne comes off the return loop. Photo: John Robinson 

Manawanui steaming through the garden on the Whitts End return loop.  

 Photo: John Robinson 
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Ian attending to his Garratt at Neas Creek.  You can form a good idea of the ideal operating height of the 
railway from this picture.  The return loop at Neas Creek end is behind the photographer, the central passing 
loop is in the right background with Whitts End well out of frame to the right. Photo: Rodney Bracefield. 

Whitts End station, modelled on the original Kaiwharawhara station Photo: Rodney Bracefield. 



Page 17 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

November 6‐9 2014  Pokaka Cultural Convoca on, Pokaka 

November 15‐16 2014 RailEx 2014, Elsdon, Porirua 

February 6‐8 2015 9th Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Christchurch 

 To register interest: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

March 2015 Model Train Show, Cromwell 

March 28/29 2015 Wairarapa Steam Weekend 

 Dan Hughes & Lloyd Dickens 

May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 

July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 

Plug Failures 
Comment & photo by Iain Collingwood, Christchurch 

After seeing problems with fellow G scale members in our club with breaking electrical plugs on locomotive 
connections I wondered about an easy preventive measure. With a lot of locomotives where the wires connect 
to the plug is a weak point, so came up with this idea of using hot glue to help solve this issue. With using a 
bit of hot glue where the wires meet the plug it provides a firm support but still allows flexible movement and 
it is easily reversible modification if wished. Here is an example picture 
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Earlier this year meetings were 
held at David Petchey's and 
Stephan Lipsey's and both were 
enjoyable events though the 
weather was not the best at for 
David's.  

David's Talyllyn shows his new 
Station and engine shed, while 
Stephan's European themed  
small line shows the continental 
carriages and the small layout 
format. 

Here and there can be seen 
Raynors RED tram with 
attached battery car trundling 
along behind. Battery is Lipo 
14.4 volt with transistor manual 
speed control (the dome rotates). 

Garden Railways Of Waikato  
Report & photos: Raynor Johnston, Hamilton 
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I have Summerlands Chuffers 
fitted to all three of my live 
steamers and have found them 
easy to fit and most satisfactory 
in service.  A chuff pipe is 
essentially a resonator that fits 
onto the steam exhaust pipe 
inside a loco’s funnel.  To quote 
Summerlands’ website  ( http://
w w w . s u m m e r l a n d s -
chuffer.co.uk ) describing the 
standard chuffer “it amplifies 
and enhances the sound of the 
exhaust steam and has the 
additional benefit of directing 
the oil and water downwards 
when starting”.  The newly 
introduced FX Control allows 
you to adjust the volume of the 

chuff and also, as Summerlands 
describes, the FX Control also 
enhance the steam plume for 
s p e c t a c u l a r l y  s t e a m y 
photography 
So why if I found the standard 
chuff pipe satisfactory did I opt 
to try the new FX Control?  Well 
on Manawanui, my Regner 
Lumber Jack, the volume of the 
chuff was fine but it would be 
nice to be able to up the amount 
of visible steam.  On Kaitaki, my 
Accucraft Leader, the amount of 
visible steam was always ample 
but in some situations its chuff is 
quite loud.  The FX Control 
offered the chance to find a 
comfortable balance. 

The FX Control is a precision 
engineered cap which is a 
friction fit over the standard 
chuffer, though to get the fit 
right one either needs a lathe, or 
to take up Summerlands’ offer 
and return your existing chuffer 
to them and they will fit your 
new FX Control.  Part of the 
fitting requires drilling a hole in 
the top of the standard chuffer.  
The third option, which I did, 
was to order new chuffers with 
the FX Control fitted, I reasoned 
in time I will reuse the existing 
chuffers that the new ones have 
replaced.  The FX Control has a 
large hole and a small hole and 
by turning the control with a 

Summerlands Chuffer FX Control 
Review& Photos: John Robinson, Tawa 

FX Control JR – Photo supplied by Summerlands Chuffers because I was so keen to fit the new chuffers when 
they arrived I didn’t take a photo!  On the left is a standard chuffer.  Left middle the standard chuffer with hole 
drilled.  Right middle the FX cap.  Right, chuffer with FX Control fitted. 
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screwdriver in the provided slot 
you have three options. 
 Both holes closed, which is the 
setting recommended to be 
always selected for starting up.  
This diverts all the oil and water 
condensate down into your locos 
smokebox and the Chuffer 
behaves as a standard chuffer 
and gives the maximum chuff. 
 Lining up the small hole in the 
FX with the hole in the chuffer.  
This gives a softer (quieter) 
chuff and increases the steam 
effects by increasing the plume 
of steam.  This is the setting in 
use that I have found gives a 
nice balance on both Manawanui 
and Kaitaki. 
 Lining up the large hole in the 
FX with the hole in the chuffer.  
This gives a much softer and 

quieter Chuff that is only 
slightly louder than a standard 
exhaust (depending on the loco).  
With this setting on both 
Manawanui and Kaitaki there is 
the maximum steam output, 
absolutely heaps of steam on 
Kaitaki.  So this would be a 
good setting for photography in 
the summer.  The down side 
with the large hole open there is 
little diversion to stop oil and 
condensate messily expelling 
onto one’s loco.  Not so much of 
a problem with Manawanui, but 
Kaitaki is a rather messy beast, 
even with both holes closed, so 
large hole open is not a favoured 
setting on Kaitaki.  The chuff to 
becomes almost a whisper on 
Kaitaki with the large hole open 
and too quiet for my ears. 

You maybe wondering about my 
third live steamer, and if it got 
an FX Control too?  No it hasn’t.  
With the standard chuffer it 
already runs with a nice (to me) 
balance of chuff volume and 
steam output.  By keeping a 
standard chuffer on the third 
loco, an Accucraft Plantation, I 
have a benchmark to compare 
the FX Control against. 
I am really pleased with the 
chuffers now fitted with the FX 
Control.  They were a simple 
exchange for the original ones 
and work as Summerlands 
Chuffers describe.  It’s probably 
more a perception thing than 
reality but I’m sure I run 
Manawanui slower now as I 
think, at times before, I ran it a 
tad faster so I could see more 

Chuffers with FX Control fitted.  Manawanui on the left with both holes closed, Kaitaki on the right with small 
hole open. 
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Manawanui with a fine steam plume, and this is on a downgrade!  (FX Control on small hole.) 

Kaitaki with a fine steam plume catching the sun.  (FX Control on small hole.) 
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steam.  Kaitaki now running 
with a gentler chuff, is less 
likely to disturb the neighbours, 
it was quite loud on a quiet 

evening!  Thus my conclusion is 
the FX control definitely 
enhances the driving and 

watching experience on my two 
locos I have fitted them to. 

INTERNET 
Looking to buy online.  Try these 

Reindeer Pass Railroad:   http://www.reindeerpass.com/ 
R L D Hobbies:   http://rldhobbies.com/ 

Toottoot:   http://toottoot.co.nz/ 
Mack’s Track:  http://www.mackstrack.co.nz/ 

Trainworld:   http://www.trainworld.com/ 
 Murray Bold:   http://www.sandman.org.nz/home/grailway/ForSale/index.php 

 

Kaitaki slowly steaming through Punga Cliffs.  (FX Control on small hole.) 

You can find information on the FX Control and videos of it in use at www.summerlands-chuffer.co.uk/fx-control  
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The Christchurch Big Train Show 
 

Mixed freight on the Christchurch Garden Railway Groups display Photo: Peter Esler 

Glen Anthony running a Thomas train Photo: Peter Esler 

Glen Anthony’s NZR C Class loco and train 
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Overall view of the Train Show Photo: Caleb Scott 

Dean Farrow’s scratchbuilt 1:24 scale Drewry 88 seat railcar and Model T Ford railcar Photo: Peter Esler 
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    



Garden Railway Convention Shirt 

A Convention Polo Shirt will be available for pre order at $35.00 each.  Orders, with 
payment must be received no later than 8 January 2015 to ensure they are available at the 
Registration Desk. 

The shirts are Black with Red splices and will be embroidered as shown below.  The shirts 
are Biz Cool Mesh Polo suitable for summer or winter wear. 

Ordering details below.  

Indicate Name and the number of each size required and total to pay. 

Mens Modern Fit Small Medium Large XL 2XL 3XL 5XL 

Garment ½ Chest (CM) 52 55 58 62 65 71 79 

Name               

Name               

Name               

Name               

Total for Shirt Order =Number of Shirts at $35.00 each.  Transfer 
total to Registration Form and return with Registration Form 
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n .................................................................................................................................. Post C
ode .......................................  

Phone ......................................................... E
m

ail ...............................................................................  .......................................  

First 
Surnam

e 
H

om
e T

ow
n 

(Suburb) 
Prem

ium
 

R
egistration 
$100.00 

Standard 
R

egistration 
$90.00 

B
asic 

R
egistration 

$50.00 

Friday  
T

ea 
$20.00 

Saturday 
D

inner 
$40.00 

T
otal 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


