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Taken at the 9th National Garden Railway Convention 
If an event can make a “Grand-dad” into a kid again all is good in the world  Photo: Chris Drowley, Tawa 
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We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
organisers of the Convention for 
a great weekend. 
The Convention in February 
2015 was the first one we had 
attended.  We found it to be very 
educational and enjoyed visiting 
all the layouts, which gave us a 
good opportunity for ideas.  We 
were amazed that it doesn’t 
matter how much or how little 
you have in a railway, if you 
work it right it will look good. 
As the proud owners of 
Dunmovin’ Railway, which had 

little in it, it now has a little 
more.  We would like to update 
you on what progress has been 
made since the Convention. 
A bridge has been built across 
the fish pond.  This is a 4 span 
steel girder bridge with three 
piers on concrete abutments at 
each end.  The steel girders are 
sitting on corbels and there are 
guard rails running the length of 
the bridge.  The bridge is made 
from wood, styrene and builders 
bog. 

We have completed the inner 
loop by laying 21 meters of 
track. 
A second tunnel has been put in 
behind the fish pond.   Like our 
first tunnel, the entrance is built 
of Red Cedar.   The tunnel is 
covered in river stone to match 
the first tunnel and has a tree on 
top! 
Once again thanks to Ian 
Galbraith and Kerry Paterson for 
their help with laying the track 
and input into the making of the 
bridge and tunnels. 

“Dunmovin Railway” Update 
Report & Photos : David & Rebecca Hancox, Rangiora 

Second track completed 
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Passenger train crossing the newly completed bridge 

GP30 on freight duty 
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Inner track passing in front of outer track tunnel 

New tunnel on the outer track nearing completion 



At the recent Garden Railway Convention, a number of groundcovers and shrubs were on display at the 
Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway.  These were provide by Stuart Hide of Woodend Nurseries. Stuart was to 
have given a talk on the various plants, but due to unforeseen circumstances, at the last moment he was 
unable to be present. 

There was a lot of interest in one particular groundcover which did not have a label.  Here it is planted in the 
Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway.  It is “Leptinella atrata”.  Now known as Cotulla “Platts Black”  it grows 80
-150mm high and spreads to 100-300mm  
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The weather could not have been 
better here in Masterton with a 
small turnout from Wairarapa 
group members. All the people 
knew my railway, so a quick 

setup of trains and they were like 
pros running trains in all 
directions.  

They had a great afternoon and 
talked a lot about the 
Christchurch Convention over 
tea and coffee. Now wished I 
had attended . 

March Running Day at The Upper Plain Railway 
Report & Photos : Dan Hughes, Masterton 

Lee Collett, back to camera, Murray Clarke and Tony King moving trains through West Side  

Dan Hughes freight mix going around horse shoe curve to Solway Station  
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Murray Clarke left, Warren Stringer mid, Lee Collett with cat, Tony King far right having afternoon tea at 
West Side  

Tony King rear, and Murray Clarke, front, moving trains through West Side. 
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G’Day mates, having had the 
opportunity to read the March 
Garden Whistle and view all the 
superb pictures and now being 
able to recognize most of the faces 
and able to put names to them, I 
am at a good advantage.   

I wish to firstly thank everyone for 
making me feel welcome in New 
Zealand and say “Hello” again 
now that I have returned home 
where spring is showing early 
signs of perhaps sticking around, 
despite the forecast for cooler 
temperatures by the weekend.  It 
was a pleasure to meet you all and 
spend time visiting your homes 
and garden railways, especially to 
Ian and Ann Galbraith that 
allowed me to camp out in their 
driveway for about two weeks 
awaiting the convention start.   

I am happy to say I did manage to 
complete my text book writing 
and calculator project shortly after 
returning home and have now put 
it to rest pending the next phase or 
marketing efforts.  This would not 

h a v e  b e e n 
possible had I 
not had the 
seclusion my 
trip to New 
Zealand did 
afford me; in all 
over 44,200 
words with 

numerous pictures and Cad 
drawings to compliment my 
unique calculator for the spiral 
stair handrail industry, not 
something used extensively in 
New Zealand or outside the 
Americas I noted. 

I was very impressed with the 
layouts I did manage to visit both 
during the convention and as I 
travelled about, they were only 
second to the hospitality I 
encountered from the hosting 
members of your G-train 
community.  Each layout visited 
was unique in its own right, some 
highlighting the garden and others 
the train aspect, regardless each 
had qualities distinct to the 
couples that showed them.  
Certainly one or two were 
developed more than others but 
the overall enthusiasm for the 
hobby was equally evident 
everywhere I went.  It is the spirit 
of families with younger children 
that impressed me the most and I 
encourage growth within the 

hobby to sustain it as we go into 
the uncertain future, especially as 
we compete with the computers 
and electronic gadgets that have 
recently bombarded society. 

Railroading and its early history 
worldwide will always be 
fascinating and a rewarding 
hobby.  There are so many 
interesting facets’ of the 
railroading hobby one can get 
involved with, not just the running 
of trains.  It doesn’t really matter 
what  your  in teres ts  are , 
photography, modelling, working 
in the garden outdoors or simply 
socializing with like minded 
people - it’s all good.  

You were fortunate to have Ian 
Galbraith. at the helm in the 
organization of your event, 
however he did not act alone and 
many others including the men 
and lady members and layout tour 
hosts plus the auxiliary ladies and 
catering organizations must be 
given credit for putting on such a 
great showing. The venue was 
superb a first class show all 
around – up until the paper 
airplanes began to fly.  And the 
name calling shortly thereafter; 
given about 20 minutes to prepare 
to address the group at Ian’s late 
request (during dinner) he has the 
nerve to introduce me as a “Post 
Prandial Speaker”, I looked it up - 

Reporting by - Barrie Roberts, from Canada, on the NZ 
Garden Railway Convention, held in Christchurch February 

6-8, 2015. 
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the closest I could find was 
Pyramidal – shaped like a 
pyramid. (Post Prandial “means 
after eating a meal”  Ed.)  If that 
wasn’t bad enough the photo 
selection of myself in the March 
Whistle looked more like an old 
weathered aboriginal from 
Australia’s outback not the red 
suited jolly bearded fellow from 
the Canadian Arctic territories, 
the land of the midnight sun and 
northern lights.   He must not 
have liked his Christmas gift!   

Now Andrew, honestly – some of 
your hats are quite ridiculous - 
really - especially the one from 
the 60’s Village People! 

Overall I had a great time and 
met many super people some I 
will mention in my next writing 
of the “Outhouse Newsletter”, 
which is my next writing project 
that I must start on right away, I 
did promise for January release 
but that will not happen - as I 
have yet to begin.  Hopefully Ian 
will forward the link to all the 
attendees when I release it 
hopefully by month’s end, but if 
you have the time please review 
some of my past writings at the 
newsletter section of my website 
at www.dewintonstation.com/
newsletter.htm . 

I must now organize some of my 
photos and collect my thoughts to 

do justice to the layouts and 
attractions I visited on my travels 
in New Zealand during my three 
month visit.  My own layouts are 
also a priority for this season and 
I am anxious to get working on 
them as soon as time permits.  I 
will not soon forget the winter 
(your summer) in the land of the 
kiwi, unfortunately my inability 
to go trekking through the bush 
and jungle trails kept me away 
from most of your scenic 
wonders.  I did however fulfil a 
long-time dream to come to your 
magical country and I am 
certainly not disappointed.   

Please come to Canada someday 
yourselves! 
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As a project I have just finished 
fitting lighting in a combine, a 
passenger car and an observation 
car. The combine and passenger 
car are LGB and the observation 
car is Bachmann...  

I used strips of LEDs. (3 LEDs per 
50mm) Two strips were used in 
each car.  
The LED strips are rated at 
12VDC. I have connected them to 
a 9VDC battery. (Fitted in the 
baggage end of the combine with a 

switch)  This will run the lights in 
three cars. Cars are connected with 
JST plugs and sockets  
LEDs were bought in metre 
lengths from LEDstuff, in 
Hamilton and cut into 50mm 

From the Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Workshop 
Report & Photos : Ian C Galbraith, Rangiora 

One LED strip fitted in the roof of the LGB combine.  The second was in the passenger compartment.  When 
satisfied with the placement of the LED strips, which have a self adhesive backing, their fitting was reinforced 

with a drop of hot glue 

The wires from the LED strips were brought down to each end of the car and terminated in JST plugs and 
sockets.  The socket was attached to the underside of the buffer bean at on end, using “Selleys All Plastic & 
Toy Glue 2 part adhesive.  The lug end was left 115mm out from the opposite buffer beam to give enough 

flexibility to negotiate “S” curves.  The wires were held in place with a small blob of hot glue 
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lengths. Total cost for LED strips and JST plug sets 
was $4.50 per coach.   

As the LED strips I used were Bright White each 
LED was given a coat of yellow Fas glass paint.  

JST plug sets from Murray Bold.  http://
www.sandman.org.nz/home/grailway/ForSale/
index.php  
LED Strip Light 60 3528 LED s/m12V WW 
(www.ledstuff.co.nz)  

Two LED strips fitted in the roof of the LGB combine.  When satisfied with the placement of the LED strips, 
which have a self adhesive backing, their fitting was reinforced with a drop of hot glue 

Lighted passenger train standing outside Nathan station.  All buildings fitted  with the same type of LED 
lighting as the cars..  Streetlights use 3mm LED’s fitted into custom made shades.  All layout lighting is run 
from a 9VAC source with a diode fitted to each of the building lights and a diode and resistor fitted to each 

street light. 
(Photo taken at 11:30pm at the conclusion of the NZ vs. SA cricket match.  Exposure was 8 seconds with an 

LED torch used to “paint” in the background) 
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Wayne’s World 
Report & Photos: Wayne Haste, Tawa 

This is a 1/24th scale kit of a 1955 BMW 507 I made it up for a friend, a nice model but no good to me as it is 
from the other side of the wall  

A wooden bath tub.  A coal traffic wagon  
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This started live as a 1932 Citroen C4 fire engine kit. Before the 2nd World War Citroen where exporting cars etc. around 
Europe. I have an old book on cars that were being sold in Europe in the 1900’s to 1939 and it has photos of all types of 

models of the day, including Citroen. Germany as in NZ in those days must have rebuilt some cars into trucks and vans. As a 
small fire engine it is the same size as a car, so I remade a van body up and fitted it to the chassis kit, so far so good  

Ready for the paint shops, this car was originally built in 1897 for the NWE railway.  It was later transferred to 
the Speewaldbahn. It was out shopped in this form in 1957  
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T h e  B e a u c h a mp  D i c k e n s 
Memorial Running Day was held 
at Jenny and Selwyn Taylor’s 
home in Masterton on Sunday 15 
March 2015 

Again a great day for running 
trains. 

Jenny and Selwyn have kindly let 
the Wairarapa Garden Railway 
Group use the railway as much as 
we like with a polite phone call to 
make arrangements.  In return we 
maintain the railway. 

The railway is a little run down 
but with time we should get it 
back to as close as it used to be. 

With the very dry weather we have 
been getting, the plants have 
suffered so there is a bit of 
gardening to do to get it back in 
good order. 

.Lloyd Dickens and Lee Collett 
came in early during the week to 
do some track work so we had no 
running problem's on the day. 

The track is a mixture of hand 
made steel to brass in various 
places. .All buildings are hand 
made as are the points and signals. 

Over all its a great  railway.  
We had five trains running at once 
spread out all over the layout. 

There is no track power for trains 
so everything ran battery operated, 
or live steam. 

Mostly the hard-core of the 
Wairarapa Group were there all 
having a good time playing trains. 

Beauchamp Dickens Memorial Running Day 
Report & Photos Dan Hughes, Masterton 

Dan Hughes mixed freight passing over Warren Stringer’s  Shay consist 
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Lloyd Dickens preparing his train for departure 

Dan Hughes mixed freight entering the main yard followed by Warren Stringer’s Shay consist, while Murray 
Clarke’s hopper train passes behind 
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Lee Collett’s freight and Dan Hughes mixed freight ready to leave the yard 

Lee Collett’s diesel freight leaving the main yard  
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For Sale. 
2 x USA Trains Tank Cars @ $100.00 each & 2 x USA Trains Hoppers. @ $100 each. All in good condition, no boxes. Can 

take to monthly meeting for pick up. (Shipping cost additional if not picked up from a meeting.)  
Contact Kerry Paterson     nzr1in24@xtra.co.nz  
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End of Summer Run on the 
Lincoln & Southfield Railroad 

A good attendance of over thirty 
members attended the Running Day on 
Dennis Lindsay’s “Lincoln and 
Southfield Railroad” on the last day of 
summer. 

Battery power was the order of the day 
as Dennis has completed the 
changeover to battery operation. 

Two LGB Mogul locomotives hauling 
freight, a Bachmann “Bumble Bee 

hauling passengers and a scratch built 
Drewry NZR 88 seat railcar had a 
pleasant afternoon running for the first 
time on this layout. 

At the time of the Convention last 
February the track and bridges had 
reached the stage where trains could 
run.  At the Convention Dennis’s trains 
ran, but he was content today to let 
others run while he socialised with 

those present and explained his method 
of track construction and progress on 
the cement based scenery, which is 
work in progress. 

The forecast rain did not arrive and all 
enjoyed a warm sunny afternoon. 

Don Ellis, President, thanked Dennis & 
Miriam for  hosting the Running Day 

Ian Galbraith's Mogul and train of Beer reefers crosses one of the many trestles 

There is always one. 
Photo: Tara Hancox 

David Hancox’s “Bumble Bee” crossing a through truss bridge 
Photo: David Hancox 
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David Hancox’s “Bumble Bee” on a low trestle Photo: David Hancox 

Kabita Whale’s Mogul and train on the high trestle Photo: Ian Galbraith 
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Enjoying afternoon tea.  From left: Noel Etwell, Don Ellis, Dean Farrow, Ross Fraser, Graeme Wood (at the 
table, partly obscured), Kabita Whale, Andrew Wilson, Kerry Paterson and Ray Parmenter 
 Photo: David Hancox 

David’s “Bumble Bee” 
Photo: David Hancox 

Dennis Lindsay & Neil Wiggins in deep discussion 
Photo: David Hancox 



Dean Farrow’s 1:24 scale scratch built NZR Drewry 88 seat railcar Photo: Rebecca Hancox 
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All action  Photo: David Hancox 
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9th New Zealand National Garden 
Railway Convention 2015 

Sue and I had such a good time at the 
2014 Convention we decided to attend 
the 2015 convention which was to be 
held in Christchurch on the South 
Island. 
In addition to Sue and myself attending 
from Australia Ray and Rosemary 
Wallace also attend as well as a 
member of the Rails in the Garden 
Group from Newcastle.  Australia was 
well represented! 
Friday was a public holiday in New 
Zealand for Waitangi Day which 
enabled the Convention to be held over 
a 3 day period. 
The Friday was registration followed 
by a clinic on buildings for the railway 
and then visits to 5 gardens followed by 
an evening meal and get together. 

Due to organising the accommodation 
and rental car Sue and I missed the first 
3 gardens.  Luckily I knew Ray’s 
mobile number and I was able to phone 
him and find out where the group was 
and meet them. After the dinner that 
night we were invited to Alf and Lyn’s 
Garden Railway which was one of the 
gardens we had missed that morning.  
The railway was started in January 
2013 after they were forced to move 
house due to the Christchurch 
earthquake.  The garden includes a 
circus and by going at night we were 
able to see it lit up which was fantastic. 
Saturday saw more demonstrations 
including 3d printing and RCS radio 
control for battery operated 
locomotives.  Visits to a further 4 
gardens were scheduled.  Again this 
was followed by an evening meal.  A 
highlight of that meal was a spirited 

contest to see who could make the best 
paper plane from the menus.  A 
waitress was heard to say I thought this 
was a train group not a plane group. We 
are just multi-talented, but we knew that 
didn’t we! 
Sunday a further 3 gardens were 
visited. 
The venue for the convention was the 
Russley Golf Course near Christchurch 
Airport and all agreed it was ideal.  The 
gardens where all excellent with a lot of 
variety.  A number of the gardens had 
to be established or re-established after 
the earth quake and the results were 
nothing short of amazing. The 
organisation and volunteers that 
provided lunch, morning tea and 
afternoon tea each day were 
appreciated by everyone attending. 
There was some discussion on whether 
the convention should be held each year 

Australian Convention Comment  
Report & Photos : Geoff & Sue Payne, Kambah, ACT 

Some of Don Ellis’s locomotives in the loco depot 
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or every two years.  The Auckland 
Group volunteered to run a Convention 
in 2017.   

 It was good re-establishing contacts 
from the previous year and Sue and I 
look forward to attending the next New 
Zealand Convention be that in 2016 or 
2017. 

For more photos of the convention 
please see the following link: 
 w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=TbrTgz5dWQg 

Kabita Whale’s impressive rock work behind the trestle 

Kerry Paterson’s scratch built AB locomotive and train 
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I haven’t run trains on my track 
for over a year because I was 
dissatisfied with the LGB R1 
(4foot diameter) points that I had 
used and with the steep grade at 
one end of the track. So late in 
2014 I made a start on rebuilding 
part of the line to lower the grade 
and to replace the LGB points with 
Piko ten foot diameter points. I 
then foolishly volunteered to host 
a meeting in March of this year 
thinking that I would have 
everything done by then.  

Well I’m sure you can guess what 
happened, yep that’s right it took a 
lot longer to make the changes and 
relay the tack with the new points. 
This meant that I had a frantic 
time in February working nights 

and weekends rebuilding the track. 
Come the day of the meeting I 
spent the morning finishing of the 
last few joints while David made 
some wiring changes. This was 
then followed by sometime 
crawling round on hands and 
knees cleaning the track. Come 2 
o’clock we had trains running just 
as people started to arrive. I must 
thank Louise and David for 
helping me get ready for the group 
meeting, I couldn’t have done it 
without their help. 

Michael Brannigan was first to 
arrive and we soon had his 
Aristocraft FA diesel loco running 
around the track. Other people 
soon arrived and it wasn’t long till 
we had a pretty decent turnout of 

club members and people were 
happily watching or sitting down 
chatting. We were lucky with the 
weather that was dry and warm 
although there was a bit of a 
breeze out back where the railway 
is situated.. 

Michael Hilliar also brought along 
some trains to run and it was great 
to see his Aster Garrett running 
around the track. John Stephenson 
brought a live steam loco to run as 
well but unfortunately he had 
problems filling the gas supply 
and couldn’t get his loco to run. 
David ran my two LGB White 
Pass locos and he found that by 
switching off the sound on the 
sound equipped loco that he could 

Auckland G Scale Group Meeting, March 
Report: Robert Graham, Auckland, Photos: Michael Hilliar, Auckland 

Michael Brannigan’s old faithful FA1 
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double head with the non-sound 
loco. This looked pretty neat. 

As well as running/watching 
trains, Simon Sharp was able to 
show us some of his latest 3D 
printed creations which included a 
pretty neat O gauge point  which 
was printed in 3 or 4 parts and 
then put together. Simon had also 
made a larger G Scale version of 
the point. My son David has been 
slowly building a 3D printer with 
bits and parts that he has been 
accumulating over the last year or 
two and he was able to show 
Simon and the others his nearly 
complete printer.  

Since David has started work at 
his new engineering job the pace 
of assembly has increased because 
he has been able to use the CNC 
mills and other equipment 
afterhours to work on machining 
bits for his printer. As David put it 
his printer may have only cost him 
around $500 but he has been able 
to use precision machinery worth 
many times more to make it. He 
has told me that a lot of the 
brackets and parts that he has 
machined out of aluminium could 
also be 3D printed.  

I was pleased to be able to host a 
group meeting and I would like to 
invite you all back again once I 

have finished building the track 
extension and redoing the scenery. 
By the time of the next group visit 
I should have been able to convert 
the piles of second hand slate tiles 
that I have collected into slate 
waste to go around the incline and 
slate quarry that I plan on building 
at one end of the track. After the 
Christchurch Convention I now 
also have plans on putting in a 
harbour water feature as I felt that 
the sound of running water added 
an extra dimension to the garden 
railways. Maybe you can come 
and look at my efforts when the 
Auckland group hosts the 2017 
convention. 

Michael Hilliar’s LGB/Aster Garrett 
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Robert Graham’s portable control box, which uses trailer plugs for connection to the railway 

Robert Graham's double headed White Pass and Yukon Alcos. 
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3D printed G Scale (Top) and O Scale (Bottom) turnouts by Simon Sharp 

David Graham with the 3D printer he is 
making 
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Autumn at the Taita Gorge Railway  
Report & Photos : John Robinson, Tawa 

Another month and another 
successful running day goes down 
in the annals of the Wellington 
Garden Railway Group.  Gavin 
Sowry has hosted our Group quite 
a number of times over the years 
and it’s great to watch a railway 
grow and expand.  Gavin’s Taita 
Gorge Railway could well hold the 
record for the oldest continuously 
operating railway we have in the 
WGRG.  It’s grown a long way 
from the first simple oval and I 
doubt the growth has stopped yet. 

One thing that hasn’t changed over 
all these years is the Taita Gorge 
Railway is still proudly a 
conventional DC track powered 
railway.  A couple of years ago the 
control system was upgraded to 
the Crest Train Engineer control – 
not the fancy bells and whistles 
modern Revolution system that 
has become the rage.  Certainly on 
this railway with usually one train 
in operation and the occasional 
two, just how most of us run our 
railways, the need for a lot of 

fancy wiring, or on board control 
systems, is not a necessity.  
Bearing in mind that one size does 
not fit all (for example on my 
railway with lots of overhead plant 
cover track power can be an issue) 
the Taita Gorge Railway is a fine 
example that a well maintained 
railway can provide a lot of 
enjoyment on simple DC track 
power. 

With the growth in the WGRG of 
battery power and live steam 

Track level at Taita Gorge.  Philip Smith’s FA1 hauling Gavin’s beer wagon train 
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flavoured railways this running 
afternoon proved to be a bit of a 
feast for track powered locos that 
members haven’t had out visiting 
for a while.  It was nice seeing a 
few different trains out being 
tested, and a few members we’ve 
not seen for a few months.  
Though just to keep up with the 
pace of things a few battery 

powered locos did run.  No live 
steam ran, not because it wasn’t 
welcome but because the 
afternoon went so fast there wasn’t 
time for everything.  There was of 
course time to drink coffee and eat 
chocolate cake, yum cake! 

A feature of Gavin’s railway is the 
planting which provides a number 
of foils so trains are not always 

visible and makes the railway feel 
much bigger than it is.  Most of 
the railway is west of the train 
shed and the western section 
normal ly  opera tes  as  an 
independent loop.  From the main 
western loop a spur runs in to the 
train shed in which there is on 
track storage for most of his 
rolling stock.  Of course if one 

A full yard at Taita Gorge station 

John Robinson’s battery powered O&K loco back on the main western loop after it’s excursion to try out the 
eastern return loop. 
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was to want to impart stress onto a 
visiting train operator one could 
quietly switch a train to run 
through the shed out to the reverse 
loop east of the shed and then ask 
them have they seen their train 
lately – they didn’t fool me 
though, I was on to their trick.  In 
fact I think Gavin should use the 
eastern return loop more often and 
there is room to expand out east. 

As always the conversation was as 
important as the train running, and 
the banter.  It’s amazing how 
much better a loco runs when you 
switch it on!  You really do miss 
out if you don’t attend running 
days, photos just don’t do the days 
justice.  However if you’d like to 
see more the link to a topic on the 
day on G Scale Central is   
www.gscalecentral.net/g-scale-
pictures/running-day-at-gav's-(as-
jr-would-say)/ 

While visiting G Scale Central you 
may like to also visit Gavin’s on 
going topic on the Taita Gorge 
Railway at www.gscalecentral.net/
g-scale-pictures/ ta i ta-gorge-
railway/ 

Many thanks to the operation staff 
and to the catering staff of the 
Taita Gorge Railway for fine 
afternoon, we look forward to the 
next visit. 

Climax and Shay double heading out of Taita Gorge. 

Gavin Sowry getting down to get just the right angle for the next photo. 



Page 31 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

A general view of the central section of the railway. 

Paul Mahoney’s Shay being double headed by Gavin’s Climax.  This was the first run for Paul’s Shay for a 
number of years.  It ran well once we found the on/off switch! 
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Ben Calcott;s 7/8th  scale industrial diesel 

Lloyd Dickens, Phil Smith, Ian Webb, John Robinson, Paul Mahoney and daughter, and Doug Ingham 
(crouching, with movie camera).  
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May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 11‐12 2015 Alpine Energy 2015Model Railway Expo, Timaru 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 



T H E  G A R D E N  W H I S T L E  
 

Page 34 

New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
 

There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    




