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Over the winter months we were 
grooming our garden in 
readiness for Carterton School’s 
big fundraiser, a tour of some of 
the best gardens in Carterton. 
We were fortunate to be chosen 
as one of the ten gardens to be 
visited in November. 
November is the time when the 
roses are at their flamboyant best 
scrambling over the archway and 
trellis at the entrance of the 
Rosebrook Railway.  This is the 
best time for running the railway 
when the garden is looking 
glorious before the heat of 
summer. 
The Carterton School fundraiser 
was on 16 November starting at 
10 am through to 5 pm.  Entry 
was by ticket only with people 
sitting at the gate checking 
tickets on a 2-hourly roster.   We 
would have had 150 plus people 
through.  Everyone thought the 
railway and garden was amazing 
and something very different.     

Some of the people went away 
to get their grandchildren to 
come and see it.  One lady rang 
her husband up who was at 
home on their farm at Ahiaruhe 
and told him he must come in to 
see the railway which he 
obediently did.  

On this tour we were approached 
by two ladies who worked at 
local rest homes to see if they 
could bring some of the 
residents to visit the railway 
later in the year to which we 
agreed. 
A number of people enquired if 
we would be having another 
open day for our railway.  We 
had already planned a special 
Christmas open day on 14 
December as a special treat for 
the people in our street and their 
friends.  We decided as there 
were so many people wanting to 
come back and bring other 
interested people with them that 
they could come on 14 
December as well.  That was 
another busy day running the lay
-outs as there would have been 
over 100 people through.     
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves especially the 
children.  We had decorated the 
tree in the wine barrel around 

Happenings at the Rosebrook Railway 
Report & Photos : Lee & Christine Collett, Carterton 
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which we have a 4-foot circle 
track.  We have an LGB 
Christmas set with the latest 
LGB Christmas car playing 
Carols.  As well Christine had 
decorated a flat wagon with a 
decorated Christmas in the 
centre surrounded by 
t i n y  C h r i s t m a s 
presents.  The music 
gave the day a carnival 
atmosphere. 
Over the Christmas 
period we left the 
railway set up for other 
people who wanted to 
pay us a visit.  We had 
a number of visitors 
during that time. 
On 8 January we 
arranged with Carter 
Court rest home in 
Carterton for some of 
their residents to visit 
in the afternoon.  The 
old folks valiantly 
pushed their walkers 
along the gravel 
driveway.   They all 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and enthused about it so much 
when they got back to the home 
that at breakfast the next 
morning some of the other 
residents said that they would 

like to come and have a 
look at it as well. 
The Masterton rest home 
residents will be arriving 
on Tuesday 29 January 
for their afternoon outing.  
We are looking forward 
to having them here. 
We were very pleased 
that we did not have any 
mishaps and everything 
ran well on all the lay-
outs even the little N 
gauge ride-on loco in the 
park on the Hydrangea 
Tram Line kept going 
around without stopping.      
We were very surprised 
and pleased at the good 
behaviour of the children 
who did not touch 
anything.    

We get great pleasure out of the 
garden railway hobby and 
meeting new friends. 
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A short section of line has been 
waiting for a bridge ever since I 
built the railway. It’s on a curve, 
and a grade and the track has 
some cant (tilted to one side). It 
was going to be difficult to get 
the exact measurement for a 
bridge, so I just left the track on 
its base boards and carried on 
laying track intending to build it 
later. Even since I’ve been 
looking at it thinking…I must 
finish that sometime. So with a 
few hours free at the end of my 
Christmas holidays I set the task 
of quickly building a simple 
bridge which could be completed 
in an hour. The danger of 

starting something too complex 
that can’t be finished in one go is 
that it gets put down and never 
picked up again. I’ve got too 
many of them already. So I 
quickly measured the gap. Then 
I found two off-cuts of hebel 
concrete blocks that would fit. A 
simple arch cut was in each. 
Then a lot more time was spent 
cutting custom shapes out of the 
back so they would fit in front of 
t he  ex i s t i ng  f r amework 
supporting the track. Once they 
were fitted and the glue had 
dried, I mixed up some brown 
and orange cement oxides to 
match the colour of the 
surrounding rocks. I added some 

water to turn it into a paste, and 
brushed this onto the hebel using 
an old tooth brush. The simple 
bridge was completed!  

So did I achieve the challenge in 
an hour? Well, no. I spent some 
time watching a car parked in the 
bus lane outside our house 
getting towed. But rather than 
completely tow it away, they just 
moved it to the other side of the 
road where the bus lane wasn’t 
in operation. And the owner 
returned later probably thinking, 
I don’t remember parking it 
there, and then noticing the 
rather expensive parking ticket 
under the window wiper. 

The Sixty Minute Bridge  
Report & Photos: Glen Anthony 

The gap before starting 
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Cutting the hebel using a course wood scroll bit in the jig saw. 

Fitted waiting for the glue to dry.. 
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Over the past couple of 
years the Great Nasty 
W e e d s  R a i l w a y 
workshops have been 
bu i ld ing  some  IP 
Engineering coaches and 
workers [worker!] have 
been puzzled as to how to 
glue the roof on, until in 
building the laser short 
g u a r d s  v a n  t h e 
instructions had this 
obvious answer.  “Build a 
Cradle.” 

If like the GNW worker 
you hoard the off-cuts for "some 
future useful use" you have 
matching concave bits to match 
the curve of the vehicle roof to 
glue to a bit of scrap but flat 
board. 

Photo shows my cradle 
designed to cope with the 
long coach with its four 
compartments.  After 
building five coaches and 
the guards van I had 
plenty of offcuts to glue 
together.  As I fitted the 
body to the roof I 
discovered a design fault 
in the cradle that the sides 
bow down between the 
supports ... hence the 
hurried addition of clamps 
as supports rather than 
clamping anything. 

 IP Coaches do not really 
take that long to put 

together but GNWR's delay has 
been sourcing passengers and 
finally on EBAY searching " 
figures 1/24" I found 'wehonest' 
offering them unpainted. 

A note about the painting of the 
cars ... the suggestion of instant 
glue and a stain didn't work for us 
and so the original two completed 
cars were painted as is, but 
subsequent cars were prepainted 

IP Engineering Cradle Idea 
John Clover, Dunedin 
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prior to assembly, facilitated by 
the dark areas are a separate layer 
of 1mm plywood glued to the 
basic 3mm car side.. 

This is the end compartment of 
the 'long car' with passengers 
waiting for more, somewhere in 
transit from a second order before 
gluing on the roof. 

That 'leather jacket' the guy is 
wearing is dark copper from 
Tamiya. 

9th National Garden Railway Convention 

Christchurch 

6—8 February 2015 

Russely Golf Club & Conference Centre 
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Wayne’s World 
Report & Photos: Wayne Haste, Tawa 

The wagon is a 750 gauge Saxon cattle truck, and how they loaded it with the door hinged at the top, I don’t 
know 

Something different to model. These three farm implements are Pola kits in 1/55.2 scale, Hay Rake, Rake 
Harrows, and a 3 Furrow plough .all amazing kits but a little fiddly to put together . Being prepainted make’s 

it easier.  
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New on the Collett Railways in Carterton  
Photos supplied by Lee Collett 

Christine’s new locomotives 
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Trains on the viaduct 
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Below: Start of the Swiss station foundations 
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The Swiss Station now in use 
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Another month and another 
running day for the Wellington 
Garden Railway Group ticked 
off.  I never fail to look forward 
too, and then enjoy a running 
day, especially when it’s a warm 
sunny summer day, as it was for 
our January running afternoon at 
Murray Bold’s Hereford and 
Gorge Railway.  Though what I 
am increasingly struggling to do 
is find both the motivation and 

words to write yet another report 
that doesn’t repeat the last one! 

You see it’s hard not to repeat 
that trains ran, cake was eaten, 
good conversation was had and 
if you didn’t make it, well you 
missed out, as trains did run, 
c a k e  w a s  e a t e n ,  g o o d 
conversation was had and well if 
you weren’t there you did miss 
out!  Mind you we did extend 
ourselves a bit this running day 

with a shared barbecue lunch so 
that was different. 

Lloyd Dickens was so keen to 
get to the running day he turned 
up the day before and spent the 
night - keen man that Lloyd. 
Okay he did actually help 
Murray with some clever 
electronic and air control stuff I 
don’t understand but may do 
after listening to their clinic at 
the up coming Convention.  
Murray and Lloyd spent some 

The Hereford and Gorge Railway Running Day  
Report : John Robinson, Tawa 

Chris Drowley’s battery powered Bachmann Climax passes John  Robinson’s Regner Otto sitting in the steam 
up sidings Photo: John Robinson 
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time Saturday and Sunday 
morning getting things on the 
railway up to scratch, a spot of 
ballasting here and there and 

some trimming of the plants that 
had begun encroaching on the 
right of way.  Certainly I noted 
just how much some of the 

planting had come along since 
our last visit. 

Most of the Hereford and Gorge 
doesn’t have track power but 

Red and blue boxes stacked up on the lawn - must be a running day Photo: John Robinson 

John Robinson’s Regner Otto steaming past Wayne Haste’s Piko 218 waiting on the siding at Hydrangea Halt. 
 Photo: John Robinson 
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with all the visiting locos being 
battery power or live steam that 
didn’t mean anyone missed out 
running a train or two.  The 
accompanying pictures illustrate 
some of what ran. 

There was a fear that the drive 
home from Ashhurst on the day 
before most of Wellington 
returned to work would be one 

of those snail pace snarl up 
journeys, but no, it was one of 
the strangest trip back from 
Murray’s I’ve had. the closer to 
Wellington we got the lighter 
the traffic, absolutely no hold 
ups, perhaps we struck it lucky 
or perhaps it was playing trains 
till 5pm and missing “rush 
hour”.  Yep we ran trains from 

before lunch till helping pack 
away buildings etc. around 5pm 
which tells you it was a good 
day. 

Thanks to Murray and Janice for 
yet another enjoyable running 
day, like me, I’m sure all who 
attended are looking forward to 
our next visit. 

9th National Garden Railway Convention 

Christchurch 

6—8 February 2015 

Russely Golf Club & Conference Centre 

Chris Drowley’s Accucraft Forney steams past Manawanui, John Robinson’s Regner Lumber Jack, raising 
steam. Photo: John Robinson 
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Chris Drowley, RCS controller in hand watches his Accucraft Forney steaming through Hereford station.
 Photo: John Robinson 

Hannah & Michelle Robinson’s IP Engineering railcars waiting there turn for a run. Photo: Lloyd Dickens 
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Trains parking up at Hereford as afternoon tea was called.  Trains stop for fruit cake - yum. 

 Photo: John Robinson 

Brain Cashmore’s train.  Bright colours on a bright day Photo: Lloyd Dickens 
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Railway and house, 19 Somerville Crescent in Aidanfield, Halswell.  

For what it is worth, we are intending to put our house on the market soon.  As you know it has a raised 
railway bed running along 3 boundary fences. Also a 'train door' into a large wardrobe in the no 2 Bedroom. I 
will take the track itself only with me, but the formations etc. will be staying.  

There is a 3.5m x 4.5m hobby/clean workshop room internal to the house with door through to garage (dirty 
workshop)  It would be a shame if it is all pulled out by new owners. 

Contact Dean Farrow delof@clear.net.nz 
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Quality 45 mm gauge brass 
track for indoor or outdoor 
use.  Code 332 rail compatible 
with all overseas tracks 

Now available in 5ft (1.5m) 
lengths, comprising 2 lengths 
of rail, plastic sleepers with 
two rail joiners, for only 
$50.00, plus postage, at cost. 
Track is in “Kit form”.  

Why pay $80.00 or more for imported track when you 
can purchase locally. Postage is the most cost efficient 

method to send the track.  3m 
lengths also available, but 
need to be shipped by truck. 

North Island orders will be 
despatched from Auckland. 

Contact:  Graeme Quayle 
Phone  09  416  7600 
gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz 

South Island orders will be 
despatched from Rangiora. 

Contact:  Ian C Galbraith Phone 03 551 2142 
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz  

February 6‐8 2015 9th Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Christchurch 
 To register interest: 9ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
March 28/29 2015:  Wairarapa Steam Weekend  

May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 

INTERNET 
Looking to buy online.  Try these 

 R L D Hobbies http://rldhobbies.com 
USA Trains, Piko, Crest etc. 

 Reindeer Pass Railroad  http://www.reindeerpass.com/ 
USA Trains, Piko, Crest etc. 

 Sunset Valley Railroad  http://sunsetvalleyrailrod.co 
Pneumatic Point Control 

Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies is NZ Agent 
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

 Toottoot http://toottoot.co.nz/ 
 Mack’s Track: http://www.mackstrack.co.nz/ 
 Trainworld http://www.trainworld.com/ 

Barrie Roberts of Alberta Canada will be attending the Convention in February.  Check out his website 
http://www.dewintonstation.com/ 

Wanted second-hand: LGB Manual points:   1 x 12000  1 x 12100,  LGB Curves: 5 x 11000 
Please contact Lee Collett    lee-christinecollett@xtra.co.nz 

Wanted 
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A Day at the Ashburton Forks Railway 
 

New Year’s Day was spent at the Ashburton Forks Railway.  A number of  Garden Railroaders descended on 
Kerry and Crisma Paterson’s railway for “Fun in the Sun” running trains and enjoying the food and fellowship 
of like minded folk.  Many thanks to Kerry & Crisma  

Ross Fraser had is new LGB “Allegra” sets out for a run Photos: Ian Galbraith 
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Kerry Paterson’s scratch built JA and train out for a run Photo: David Hancox 

Graeme Moar’s LGB “White Pass & Yukon Route” freight Photo: David Hancox 
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Ian Galbraith’s Piko “Mogul” on tanker service Photo: Ian Galbraith 

One of the last track powered runs of David Hancox's  “Bumble Bee” before conversion to battery and 
Revolution control Photo: David Hancox 
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In less than a fortnight the 9th National Garden Railway Convention will be just a memory.  The Convention 
Committee trust it will be a happy memory. 
The Convention venue in Stableford Green is accessed from Memorial Avenue.  Turn left into the Conference 
Centre car park.  The door to the Conference Centre is at the left hand end of the building and will be open 
from 8:00am each day. There will be free tea and coffee available up until we leave on the garden railway 
visits. 
A full programme of railways and clinics has been arranged for your enjoyment.  Time has been made 
available for socialising.  The Cash Bar will be available for those who may wish to use it,  For the Saturday 
Evening Dinner you may bring your own wine, but there will be a corkage fee of $7.50 per bottle. (No BYO 
beer) 
Because of the very high Fire Risk in the Canterbury Region we ask that there be NO SMOKING at any of 
the railways.  Driving instructions will be provided and all Railways will be sign posted. 
We look forward to seeing you in Christchurch.  It is not too late to register for this national event 

C o n v e n t i o n  U p d a t e 5  
9 th Nat ional  Garden Rai lway Convent ion 

Christchurch  6-8  February 2015 
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
 

There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    
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