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The May meeting of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway 
Group was held on Sunday 24 
May 2015 at Dob Ellis’s 
workplace with 28 in attendance. 

The afternoon started with a talk 
by Linda Laurensen, “The Doll 
House Lady” trading as Enchanted 
Gardens, on materials and tools 
she stocks. 

Also on display was a row of 
shops depicting New Regent Street 
in Christchurch.  The fronts are 
laser cut and the three shops come 
as a set complete with lights, 
glazing and stairway.  You 
decorate the interiors to suit. 

Linda sources a number of her 
items from  Handley House  
www.handleyhouse.com 

Handley House only sells to 

dealers, so check out their site for 
items you require and contact 
Linda with the item code.  If she 

does not have it in stock, the item 
can be ordered for you. 

See page 20 for contact details 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group May Meeting 

 Linda had a box of various wood mouldings, windows and doors in 1:24 
scale which were handed around the members present to view.  Also 

piano hinges, butt hinges etc. for modelling 

Three buildings by Iain Collingwood using materials purchased from Linda 
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Following Linda’s talk, 
the group AGM was held 
with Don Ellis giving a 
brief review of the 
activities over the past 
year and Kerry Paterson 
presenting the financial 
report. 

Don Ellis was re-elected 
President and Kerry 
Paterson  re-elected 
Secretary Treasurer. 

Discussion took place on 
the future of the group’s 
sectional layout and 
changes suggested 

The Christchurch Garden 

Railway Group will be 
exhibiting at the Timaru 
Model Railway Expo in 
July and have applied to 
exhibit at The BIG Model 
Train Show, Christchurch 
in October. 

Don then gave a summary 
of his recent British and 
European trip with Henrik 
Dorbeck.  We will have to 
wait for the next Running 
Day at Don’s to find out 
what was purchased 
overseas. 

Afternoon tea finished off 
a pleasant afternoon 

 The set of three New Regent Street, Christchurch shops fully detailed. 

The set sells for $200.00 

Close up view of Iain Collingwood's boarding 



Carterton Happenings 
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Lee Collett, Carterton, has just received these two LGB item. 
Above: A RhB 4  wheel log wagon. 

Below: A RhB baggage car 
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Lee Collett, Carterton, reports that Sunday 24 May 2015 was a glorious sunny day so he decided the way to 
relax was to run some trains 



Alf and Lyn have changed the 
name of their garden railway from 
“The Kippenberger Line” to “The 
Kippenberger Railway”. 

New storage sidings have been 
laid to give “The Kippenberger 
Railway” a more railway like feel. 

For ease of maintenance the 

various buildings have been fitted 
with plugs and sockets so that 
disconnection of the wiring is 
made easier. 

Rangiora Happenings 

New storage tracks on “The Kippenberger Railway” Photo: Lyn McClure 
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Trackside structures are 
well under way on the 
“Dunmovin Railway” 
with a coaling facility 
only needing a winch 
and a speeder shed, 
painted and awaiting 
final assembly.  Both 
these are from Ted 
B r e w e r  P l a n s , 
www.brewerplans.com 

Olivia Hancox and her 
cousin, Jonte Good, 
have been enjoying 
running the battery 
powered Warehouse 
trains 

  

Above: David Hancox working on the coaling facility 

Below: The coaling facility in place on the railway Photo: Hancox Family 
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Olivia Hancox, front and Jonte Good enjoy some night running with the radio control Warehouse trains 

 Photo: Hancox Family 

Panels for the speeder shed ready for assembly.  Cladding is vertical board & Batten Photo: Hancox Family 
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Speeder shed temporarily assembled to allow marking out of roof.   Photo: Hancox Family 

On the Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway, the “Colorado Models” warehouse kitset has been completed with 
the addition of loading platforms, steps and lighting. Photo: Ian Galbraith 
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Chris Drowley, Rodney Bracefield and Gavin Sowry discussing the RCS system Chris is using on his loco’s 
sitting in the siding on the new steaming bay branch line as John Robinson’s “Otto” steams toward the reverse 
loop Photo: John Robinson 

Perhaps it was a little risky, 
perhaps even a little bit self-
indulgent as I scheduled for the 
May running afternoon of the 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
to be at our railway, the H&MGR, 
in Tawa.  You see I have been 
extending the railway adding a 
branch line to a steaming bay that 
joins the original loop via a Y 
junction.  From there, while in the 
mood for extending, it became 
apparent that adding a reverse loop 
onto the end of the steaming bay 
branch line a whole new world of 
alternate running directions and 
routes could be enjoyed. 

The risky bit to hosting the 
running afternoon was that the 
reverse loop had only just been 
finished with only a brief run to 
confirm track laying was at 
operational standard.  The self-
indulgent bit was the desire to 
show of the latest additions and to 
see if the collective wisdom of the 
Group would approve and just 
how would they use the new 
features.  You see it’s all very well 
having a cunning plan you’re sure 
will enhance things, and you have 
a vision just how much fun you 
can have with the track layout, but 
will others see it the same way and 
use it the way you had envisaged? 

Certainly running trains on the 
“one engine in steam’ basis, 
otherwise known as running trains 
on my own, having a train 
alternating direction on the reverse 
loop and through alternate legs of 
the Y junction greatly extends the 
length of the journey and I’ve 
found a whole new lease of life on 
the H&MGR.  However initially 
the collective wisdom took, I 
think, a little time to come to grips 
with just how the new track plan 
worked and I was a little bit 
worried had I created a monster.  
But after a bit most seemed to 
have come to grips with learning 
the road, though maybe I may 

Testing Time on The H&MGR 
Report: John Robinson, Tawa 

Chris Drowley, Rodney Bracefield and Gavin Sowry discussing the RCS system Chris is using on his loco’s 
sitting in the siding on the new steaming bay branch line as John Robinson’s “Otto” steams toward the reverse 
loop Photo: John Robinson 
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have to think about some simple 
operating guidelines to avoid head 
on meetings.  I suppose though 
only one such event on a running 
day isn’t out of the norm. 
Initially we ran just live steam and 
battery power, the use of track 
power on the extension being 
limited to one leg of the Y and into 
the steaming bay sidings.  As I had 
only being giving the track my 
usual weekly wipe down with a 
dam sponge since track power was 
used about six months ago I did 
have reservations just how well the 
track power, still available on the 
original main line would work.  
Hah, no need to worry, come time 
for Gavin to run his track powered 
Bachmann Climax the good old 

Train Engineer was switched on 
and away went the Climax without 
missing a beat. 
I won’t be so presumptuous to 
announce the extensions, or the 
running day, as being a resounding 
success, though the feedback I got 
was very encouraging.  There is 
still much to do to get the new 
track work comfortably integrated 
with the garden, not the least of 
which is finishing the small pond 
and associated bridge.  I’m 
looking forward to the next time 
the collective wisdom is here 
running trains. 
Another reason for the extension 
was to learn about a number of 
different methods of track base 

from my usual track on grade 
(ground) in sand ballast.  More on 
these methods another time when 
they have had time to prove 
themselves.  For now it is worth 
recording the trellis lath spline 
system used on much of the 
reverse loop draws inspiration 
from the original section of Henrik 
Dorbeck’s railway and the fencing 
inspired by similar on Ian Webb’s 
railway. 
Oh yes and the other risky thing 
was scheduling a running day on 
Mother’s Day.  Apparently while 
the opportunity to run trains on 
Fathers Day would make my day it 
doesn’t have the same appeal to 
those having their special day on 
Mother’s Day.. 

Ian Webb, Warren Stringer and John Seward approving the elevated section of the reverse loop  
 Photo: John Robinson 
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Brian Cashmore’s battery powered train approaching Church Cutting on the original main line. 
 Photo: John Robinson 

John Robinson’s Regner Otto steams up grade on the original main line followed by Chris Drowley’s 
Accucraft Plantation having it’s first ever steaming.  Under the right hand span of the truss bridge is one leg of 
the new Y junction. Photo: John Robinson 
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Afternoon tea being enjoyed.   Photo: John Robinson 

Lloyd Dickens IOM train crosses the pond as Brian Cashmore and Chris Drowley wonder in the background if trains could 
will tip off the temporary bridge; none did! Photo: Rodney Bracefield 
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Gavin Sowry’s track powered Bachmann Climax sets off from Kakariki station Photo: Rodney Bracefield 

Locos getting ready for running.  Even battery powered locos found the steaming bay of use. Photo: Rodney Bracefield 
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Well, Melinda and the family have 
done it again, indulged me and 
sent me over the Tasman to enjoy 
a weekend steam up with my 
Australian mates. 

  This year it was to the Garden 
Railways in the Hunter Steam Up 
http://grithsteamup.blogspot.com, 
otherwise know as GRitH.  GRitH 
is hosted in Newcastle by a 
subgroup of Rails in the Garden. 

This year it was held at the St 
Columban’s Primary School Hall 
for a Saturday and Sunday of 
indoor steaming, which was pretty 
lucky as there was a fair bit of rain 
over the two days.  The hall has 
been recently been redecorated, 
had good lighting and ventilation 

had no trouble coping with 
multiple locos in steam, including 
coal fired ones!  The GRitH’s 
groups modular railway provide 
the running rails, two loops, one 
dual 32 & 45mm gauge and one 
45mm gauge.  And at times there 
were two trains in action on each 
loop  

This sort of event really is the 
place to see a large range of locos 
big and small in a range of scales, 
gauges and fuels.  16mm, 7/8th, 
Gauge 1 etc. etc., butane gas fired, 
meths fired and coal fired.  Gosh 
there was even a clockwork loco 
and a few battery powered in 
between all the steamies.  Like last 
year I was like a kid in a candy 

shop, well perhaps in a toyshop as 
I was never really into candy.  But 
it’s not just seeing the range of 
loco’s in action but it’s the 
friendliness of the fellow live 
steam enthusiast and the sharing of 
knowledge and experience that 
will draw me back again.   

The event was supported by three 
traders with a range of locos, 
rolling stock and parts for sale.  I 
didn’t come home with a new 
loco, but I did come home with a 
few parts a book and lots of ideas. 

Catering was to a similar good 
standard as NZ conventions.  
What is different at these Aussie 
steam up weekends is all the time 
is spent at the hall with no layouts 

Garden Rails in the Hunter Steam Up 
Report & Photos: John Robinson, Tawa 

All action, lots of steam, lots of conversation. 
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Overall view of the venue. 

A coal fired Riverdale Amy, named Emily, raising steam.  Mmm the smell of coal smoke! 
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visited on the Saturday and 
Sunday.  There was though an 
open house on Monday where 
trains where run for most of the 
day, plus a barbeque lunch.  It’s all 
very relaxed and yes I did get to 
run a few trains thanks to my host 
and good friend Stephen Cross.  
How neat is it that he doesn’t just 
d r i v e  m e  a r o u n d ,  s o r t 
accommodation but he lends me 

locos and a train for the weekend – 
I owe you Stephen. 

Perhaps the highlight of the 
weekend for me was 7/8th scale 
Hunslets' build by Brian Wilson 
especially when two ran double 
heading.  You can tell that from 
how often they feature in a rather 
long Youtube compilation of stills 
and video clips I put together   
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v=DKkU43XaW6Y   A coal fired 
Riverdale Amy also took my 
fancy.  Of the Gauge 1 locos an 
Evening Star shone for me.  While 
smaller locos are really my thing 
there is no doubt the sight of a G1 
express loco running at speed is 
rather exciting. 

A slight sad note over the 
weekend was hearing that Dave 
Curry, who came over the 

Stephen’s Innisfail Fowler I got to drive 

Stephen’s Innisfail Fowler, again under my control, this time on Monday out in the garden. 
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Gauge I super power 

Christchurch Convention, was 
seriously ill in hospital.  I visited 
Dave in hospital on Monday but 
only a brief visit was possible as 
he battles back to health.  I’m sure 
you will join me in wishing Dave 
back to full health. 

If you’re into live steam I can 
really recommend these Australian 
steam ups. Certainly, family and 
finance permitting, I hope to be 
back next year.  2016 will be The 
Southern Highlands Steamup 
( http://www.shsteamup.com )  as 

the two events alternate years.  Oh 
yes there is also the annual Great 
Southern Steamup held in 
Melbourne’s Dandenong Ranges 
e a c h  N o v e m b e r  h t t p : / /
tgssu.blogspot.com which is also 
recommended.  

A coal fired 7/8th’ scale “Jack”  



Page 19 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 



INTERNET 
Looking to buy online.  Try these 

Toottoot http://toottoot.co.nz/ 
LGB, Massoth 

 Enchanted Gardens enchantedgarden@clear.net.nz  
Dolls house materials and tools 

 RLD Hobbies http://rldhobbies.com 
USA Trains, Piko, Crest etc. 

 Reindeer Pass Railroad  http://www.reindeerpass.com/ 
USA Trains, Piko, Crest etc. 

 Sunset Valley Railroad  http://sunsetvalleyrailrod.com 
Pneumatic Point Control 

Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies is NZ Agent 
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

 Mack’s Track: http://www.mackstrack.co.nz/ 
 Trainworld http://www.trainworld.com/  
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Quality 45 mm gauge brass track for indoor or outdoor use.  
Code 332 rail compatible with all overseas tracks 

Now available in 5ft (1.5m) & 10ft (3m)lengths, comprising 2 
lengths of rail, plastic sleepers with two rail joiners,  

North Island orders will be despatched from Auckland. 

Contact:  Graeme Quayle Phone 09 416 7600 
gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz 

South Island orders will be despatched from Rangiora. 

Contact:  Ian C Galbraith Phone 03 551 2142 
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz  

Enchanted Gardens 
Linda Laurensen, 58 Perth Street, Christchurch 

Ph (03) 366 2822      Cell 0274 975 452      Email  enchantedgarden@clear.net.nz  
It is best to phone first 



May 30‐1 June 2015 Model X Hobby Show, Henderson 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 
July 11‐12 2015 Alpine Model Railway Expo, Timaru 
July 11‐12 2015 Taupo Hobby Show, Spa Road, Taupo 
August 15‐16 2015 WaiRail Model Railway Exhibi on, Masterton 
August 29‐30 2015 OMES Model Railway Expo, Dunedin 
October 3‐4 2015 The BIG Model Train Show, Christchurch 
October 24‐25 2015 Great Li le Train Show, Invercargill 
October 24‐26 2015 Hamilton Model Railway Show, Hamilton 

Coming Events 
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FOR SALE 

They are 460 m/m high  There are 7 of them  Say $5 each or take the lot for $30  

Pick up Diamond Harbour Contact John Lammiman o3 3294207  or 02102949640  



T H E  G A R D E N  W H I S T L E  
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
 

There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    


