
THE GARDEN WHISTLE   

MARCH 2015 

‐ G Scale news from around New Zealand ‐  

Glen Anthony’s “Rocky Creek Railway” Photo: Greg Procter, Hukerenui 
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After such a wonderful 
Christmas weather wise; the day 
was forecast for rain and 
showers- natural thought was, 
“when have the forecasters ever 
been right”. Sure enough the day 
dawned beautiful so I headed out 
there cleaning track and getting 
things ready for an afternoon of 
running and socializing. I had 
Paul Hashfield over from the 
UK and Don Ellis staying for the 
weekend to assist.  

As the first person arrived the 
first spot of rain appeared on the 
cobbles. As the afternoon 
progressed the showers got 
slowly steadier. They never 
really materialized to a lot but it 
did dampen the events of the 
afternoon. 

I started the day running DCC 
with several train sets of 
Austrian and German narrow 
gauge items and a mixed train 

set of the Lynton and Barnstaple 
Railway. All in all they coped 
well with the rain and performed 
as can be expected. We all 
settled in to a fun afternoon as 
P a u l  l o o k e d  a f t e r  t h e 
refreshments up in the house. 
Robert Graham had brought 
along a loco he had purchased 
not knowing if it was DCC- it 
turned out to be DCC and sound 
fitted! Liz MacDiarmid was 
there with some of Ken’s 
railway bits and another set of 
gear of Celia from Waiuku. 

Following afternoon tea we let 
the live steam boys have their 
head. Peter Witheridge had 
brought along his new model of 
the Accucraft Puffing Billy Na 
Class loco. It is still new to him 
and saw its first run at my place 
in November at the Auckland 
Steam up. With a RCS controller 
fitted it runs beautifully and 

performs superbly in contrast to 
last time when it was not run in 
and on manual control. John 
Stephenson had brought along 
his model of Linda (?) from the 
Ffestiniog Railway. This was 
given a good run and made a 
lively run around my track. John 
Reinecke had brought along 
Natal but ended up not running it
- he had forgotten his raincoat! 

At the end of the day some 
people headed home and the 
other hardy ones stayed on for a 
shared dinner inside and out of 
the weather. The last of the 
group left about 930 from 
memory. A very fun filled 
afternoon was had by all 20 odd 
people who attended. 

John from Whangaparoa turned 
up with a beautiful model of his 
Fort Mallaig station that has 
been scratch built from card. All 
has been textured and hand 

First Auckland Meeting for 2015. 
Report & Photos: Henrick Dorbeck, Auckland 

A line up of the DCC run.  Nearest loco is 99 201 a LGB 0-6-6-0T DR mallet, next a LGB 0-6-0 Tender tank 
loco that I have re decalled to OBB and finally an Accucraft Baugley Drewery loco named McGinty after 

Heather. It is hauling a selection of L&BR rolling stock  
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painted to wonderful effect. 
Thanks to all who trundled along 
for our first meeting of the year. 
Now the planning starts 

seriously for our trip to the UK 
(for the Peterborough 16mm 
Assn. Show), the Netherlands 
(Grootspoor, Big Train World 

and the Bloemendaal Model 
shop) and Austr ia  ( the 
Steyrtalbahn, Mariazellerbahn 
and LokusLok shop) in April. 

Overview of my new station based on the Lynton station off the Lynton and Barnstaple Railway 

The group gather out of the rain  
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I've been a JAFA for over 40 
years now ("Just Another 
Friendly Aucklander"). I was 
last in Christchurch before any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r t h q u a k e s 
happened. One positive to 
emerge from the tragic 
destruction which two major 
'quakes inflicted on the city was 
the building of several new or 
restored layouts, which (I 
b e l i e v e )  r e f l e c t s  t h e 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  m o s t 
inhabitants to see their beloved 
city rebuilt, over what will 
clearly be a long period.  On a 
population basis, the number of 
layouts was very impressive, and 
would put Auckland to shame. 
Three things stood out for me. 
First was the (not unexpected) 
seamless efficiency of the 
organisation, with Ian at the 
helm. Second was the catering 
which meant never going hungry 
and thirsty, and third was the 
quality (and convenience) of the 
venue, which I understand was 
skilfully obtained at a fraction of 
the normal cost. I know there 
was some controversy over the 

Friday meal which I did not 
attend, but I thought the 
Saturday dinner  was  a 
gastronomic delight and offered 
good value by any restaurant 
standards. 
It was good to see some overseas 
visitors who added much colour 
and knowledge to the gathering. 
I enjoyed catching up with some 
of the people I had met last year, 
and meeting for the first time 
several "locals" who measured 
up to the reputation for 
hospitality that South Islanders 
enjoy, including one who 
seemingly models not just trains 
but everything else that moves. 
The fairer sex were well 
represented too, and not just in 
the catering department. 
Space does not permit an 
individual appraisal of each 
layout, but overall I was not 
disappointed at what was on 
offer. Some live steam was the 
only thing which might have 
improved the experience for me, 
but I understand the reasons 
(such as oily tracks) that made 

this impractical. As well as 
layout visits, the workshops 
were collectively informative 
and well worth attending. 
My special thanks go to those 
who generously provided rides 
for me throughout the weekend, 
not only to layouts but to and 
from the venue. 
I'll conclude by thanking John 
Robinson. for posting his photos 
on You Tube: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TbrTgz5dWQg  . I only have 
a cheap camera and have no 
pretensions as a photographer, 
and am quite happy to allow 
those with better equipment and 
greater skills to record the event. 
I'd therefore appreciate others, if 
they are so inclined, making 
their photos available in a 
similar way, or perhaps through 
the organisers. 
Thanks to al l ,  whether 
mentioned above or not, who 
contributed to a most enjoyable 
holiday weekend. 

Some reflections on the Garden Railway Convention, 2015, 
held in and around Christchurch, NZ 

Report from Bruce Cropper, Auckland 

Don Ellis’s Lincoln, Greenbelt and Broadfield Railway, TM22 shunts Cement Loader Photo: Henrick Dorbeck 
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Don Ellis’s Lincoln, Greenbelt and Broadfield Railway, Alpine Express leaves Suchi Station Photo: Henrick 

Don Ellis’s Lincoln, Greenbelt and Broadfield Railway, Mogelin cement trains.  Photo: Henrick Dorbeck 
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Further 2015 Convention Comments 
This was our first visit to your 
Convention and it proved to be a 
great experience. We were  most 
impressed with the organization 
and running of the programme. 
The standard of the layouts was 
impressive and we will certainly 
try to come again, hopefully with 
better health. 
Ray and Rosemary Wallace 

Warramoo, NSW 
 

Well what can you say, apart from 
if you weren’t there you missed a 
fantastic convention. Even the 
weather gods were on your side. 
Layouts were great and all so 
different that a multitude of ideas 
are now being revised for future 
upgrades. Catering was fantastic, 
as they say “fed man, happy man”, 
girls you did AWESOME. Now 
for that diet!. Sorry cannot isolate 
a particular photo of the 300+ I 
took but I did get this one of a 
“lad” playing on a rock. If an 
event can make a “Grand-dad” 
into a kid again all is good in the 
world. Well done to the 
C h r i s t c h u r c h  T e a m ,  A + 
Convention. 
Chris Drowley, Tawa 
 

Unfortunately I didn’t get to see 
all of the convention due to family 
commitments and having to 
prepare and pack away my 
railway. But as it was spread over 
three days, there was still plenty of 
it that I did get to. It was a bit of a 
cold start on Friday, but luckily 
the weather improved and two 
sunny warm days followed. I want 

to say a big thanks to the catering 
team who followed us around 
setting up and packing away food 
for three days. Your efforts were 
much appreciated! As always, it 
was great to catch up with some 
friends from other cities and meet 
some new people from other 
countries. I got to see some new 
railways that I hadn’t seen before 
and even see some new parts of 
the country due to a unexpected 
road detour because of an accident 
at Amberley. Thanks to the 
organising team. I think you did a 
great job. Hopefully we will catch 
up with many of you again in 
Auckland in 2017.  
Glen Anthony, Christchurch 
 

I approached this convention with 
some doubt and to a point relief 
that the time had arrived, For most 
of the previous year I had been 
beavering away on my layout 
working on the finishing details 
and the like making promises to 
my wife that I would present a tidy 
complete site. With hard work, 
support of friends and some luck I 
almost got there.  I was impressed 
by the set up, led by Team 
Galbraith, happy smiling faces all 
awaiting a show. An introduction, 
a bit of a speech and away we 
went into a clinic which we all 
talked about during the day. I was 
fortunate to be asked to be a guide 
to Barrie our visitor from Canada 
and Greg from the wee island to 
the north of the South Island,  I 
had a wonderful Day showing 
them the way, lots of laughs and 
o n e  l e g g e d  j o k e s . 

All railways visited had a nice feel 
to them and in all cases it was an 
opportunity to see them as how 
they have been designed to run the 
owners collection. I especially 
liked the flower garden at Alf and 
Lyn's place and the egg chair, 
most comfortable. 
The meal on Friday was excellent 
with my table having many 
laughs, some even at my expense, 
LOL it is always nice to relax and 
talk trains with good company. 
Saturday morning came too soon 
and I was up with the birds setting 
up for the display later that day. I 
quickly went over to see Glen 
Anthony's layout as he had made 
some changes and I wanted to see 
them as this layout had been one 
of my inspiration's when designing 
mine. With my display I wanted to 
do something different and show 
some of the different elements I 
had put together on my Railway. I 
Think it came together nicely and 
h a v e  h a d  m a n y  g o o d 
complimentary comments on my 
accomplishments especially the 
stone work which took like 
forever. The day finished for me at 
Dennis's place, my layout and 
bridge mentor. I am glad the help I 
gave paid off. It was the first time 
ever I had seen a train running on 
his layout, wow, a few converts to 
radio control happened then and 
there. I enjoyed Sundays offerings 
and was disappointed that due to 
family I had to forgo a trip to 
Kerry's which has always been a 
highlight to all who attend, he is 
the reason for me to follow 1/24 
scale NZR   
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Overall, my view is of a well 
organised, well run convention 
which is a credit to all who 
participated to make it so  My wife 
was so impressed she even 
suggested that we attend the ones 
up north where the shopping's 
different and Relations abound, 
which is a great result all round, 
Thank you everyone for that 
Andrew Wilson, Christchurch 
 

A few thoughts on the convention. 
I thought the choice of venue was 
good with everything we needed 
on the premises. 
The clinics were good as well. The 
presentations on 3D printing by 
Murray and the one by Brian on 
timbers and glues for outside use 
were most helpful to me. Murray 
& Lloyd’s electronics one was a 
bit too much for my little brain to 
cope with, although I could see 
what they are aiming for. 
It was good to meet up with 
everyone again and chat about 
what they are doing with their 
railways. 
It was also nice to see the new 
layouts in the club and how well 
the gardens have developed in the 
short time they have been down. 
My favourites would be Kerry 
Paterson’s and Alf & Lyn’s which 
show the railway blending in with 
the beautiful gardens, also, Dennis 
Lindsay’s fabulous viaducts and 
bridges. 
Hugh Keal, Auckland 
 

Thank you for putting on a 
fantastic convention and to 
everybody for making us 
welcome. I hope you all realise 
that by making us welcome we are 

now looking forward to the next 
convention.  
I took over 700 photos so that is 
an indication how fantastic I 
thought the gardens were. Usually 
when we get home Sue says our 
railway is good.  That was until 
we went to Christchurch. This 
time she thought there were a few 
WOW factors and I needed to do 
some work.  
I was asked what I thought of 
having the convention each two 
y e a r s  a n d  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y 
answer.  However since then I 
have thought about it.  If the 
convention is each two years and 
it goes Christchurch, Auckland, 
Wellington and Masterton then it 
will be 8 years between visits to a 
particular town.  If for some say 
family reason you can not make a 
convention then it will be 16 years 
between the last visit to a 
particular city and the next 
convention at that city.  At my age 
that means I may only be able to 
come to say Christchurch 3 more 
time - actually maybe only twice 
more - not sure if NZ rent a car 
companies are OK with 84 year 
olds renting cars - actually this is 
getting depressing so let’s stop.  
Holding a convention is a lot of 
work for the organisers so it is up 
to members as to how often they 
can be organised.  Once again 
thanks to everyone at the 
Convention, look forward to 
seeing you all again  
Geoff and Sue Payne, Kambah, 

ACT 
 

Liz and I must send a big thank 
you to the organizers and members 
of Christchurch for yet another 

great convention.  This is the 
eighth one I have attended and 
they have all have been as good as 
each other.  
There was an amazing diversity of 
railways on display and as visitors 
we are always looking for ideas to 
include into ours and now the cat 
house is gone [sorry to all the cat 
lovers] so my next big project to 
hopefully have finished for the 
2017 convention to be held in 
Auckland is to complete the river 
scene and half of the grand 
canyon. I took great interest in 
what Karl Arnesen, Dennis 
Lindsay and Andrew Wilson have 
done in their plaster scenery and 
found the talk by Kabita was very 
helpful.   
The long dry weather must have 
played a part  on a number of 
gardens;  but we were very 
impressed with Alf and Lyn’s as 
that was a garden railway were as 
most are railways in the garden. 
What we did like was all the 
tableaus dotted throughout the 
garden  
Even after 3 full days, time in the 
end was our downfall due to our 
early flights, but we did make time 
for the run down to Kerry and 
Crisma’s,  and as we were sharing 
a car with Ray and Shelley 
Williams; our wives' thought was 
it worth the trip down to 
Ashburton for only half an hour. 
Yes it was, to see all Kerry’s 
scratch building.  It’s like walking 
on hallowed ground. Just to see Ja 
1268 running though that well 
cared for garden and that engine 
shed to park it in was well worth 
the twenty minutes we only had 
there in the end.  
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Thank you again Christchurch for 
a fantastic weekend and of course 
to all the visitors from all around 
New Zealand Australia and even 
Canada who gain from the 
camaraderie of the hobby and 
made it a very successful 3 days.  
Michael Hilliar Auckland 
 

I would like to congratulate the 
organisers and everyone from 
Christchurch who contributed to 
this year’s convention, it was a 
fabulous three days and you guys 
have certainly raised the bar for 
future conventions. The Russley 

Golf Club was a fantastic venue 
and very conveniently located near 
to the airport. Considering the 
venue and the catering I can’t 
believe that you managed to run 
the convention so cheaply. 
I must say that flying into and 
driving around Christchurch I was 
amazed at the amount of new 
subdivisions that have sprung up 
in the outer suburbs and 
surrounding towns since the 
Christchurch earthquake(s).  I 
certainly got to see more of 
Christchurch and it surrounds than 
I ever have before. Also with all 

the new construction I was 
g ra t e fu l  fo r  t he  d r iv ing 
instructions that we were given 
each day. 
I certainly came away with several 
ideas to incorporate into my 
railway and I am now speaking to 
my local planning authority about 
implementing the first action but I 
can see that it may take awhile to 
obtain consent. 
I am now wondering what we in 
Auckland can do in 2017 to match 
this year’s convention. 
Robert Graham, Auckland 

Saturday Night Convention Dinner 
Photos: Lyn McClure, Rangiora 
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2015 Convention Railways 
Brian Alison’s “Brookwater Line” 

Photo: Glen Anthony, Christchurch 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 

Photo: Alf Large, Rangiora 
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Malcolm Baker’s “ Kitty Crossing Railway” 

Photo: Glen Anthony, Christchurch 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Photo: Iain Collingwood, Christchurch 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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On Alf & Lyn’s Kippenberger Line, the track crosses the deck.  The rail is laid in two groves routered in a 
curve across the deck  There was interest in how this was achieved Photo: John Lammiman 

Alf & Lyn’s “Kippenberger Line” 

Photo: Iain Collingwood, Christchurch 
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Photo: Ray Wallace, Warramoo, NSW 

Photo: Iain Collingwood, Christchurch 
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Photo: Iain Collingwood, Christchurch 

David & Rebecca Hancox’s “Dunmovin Railway” 

Photo: Mel Sanders, Christchurch 
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Photo: Rebecca Hancox, Rangiora 

Photo: Lyn McClure, Rangiora 



Page 18 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Ian & Ann Galbraith’s “Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway” 

Photo: Iain Collingwood 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Glen Anthony’s “Rocky Creek Railway” 

Photo: Mel Sanders, Christchurch 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Photo: Ray Wallace, Warramoo, NSW 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Karl Arnesen’s  “Mt Catt & Jessie Falls Railway” 

Photo: Robert Graham, Auckland 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Photo: Lyn McClure, Rangiora 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Andrew Wilson’s “Misty Lake Railway” 

Photo: Mel Sanders, Christchurch 

Photo: Lyn McClure, Rangiora 
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Photo: Glen Anthony, Christchurch 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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Dennis Lindsay’s “Lincoln & Southbridge Railroad” 

Photo: Hugh Keal, Auckland 

Photo: Robert Graham, Auckland 
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Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 

Photo: Lyn McClure, Rangiora 
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Don Ellis’s  “Lincoln, Greenbelt & Broadfield Railway” 

Photo: Mel Sanders, Christchurch 

Photo: Mel Sanders, Christchurch 



Page 29 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Photo: Rebecca Hancox, Rangiora 

Photo: Robert Graham, Auckland 
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Kabita Whale’s “Motukarara Line Railway” 

Photo: Glen Anthony Christchurch 

Photo: Lyn McClure, Rangiora Photo: Lyn McClure, Rangiora 
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Photo: Lyn McClure, Rangiora 

Photo: Michael Hilliar, Auckland 
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Kerry & Crisma Paterson’s “Ashburton Forks Railway” 

Photo: Glen Anthony, Christchurch 

Photo: Hugh Keal, Auckland 
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Photo: Mel Sanders, Christchurch 

Photo: David Hancox, Rangiora 
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On behalf of the Christchurch Garden Railway Group, 
the Garden Railway Convention co-ordinators, Kerry 
Paterson and Ian Galbraith wish to acknowledge their 
appreciation to all who assisted with the Convention 
held in Christchurch this year. 

The layout owners have been named in the photo 
spread in this issue of The Garden Whistle.  Without 
you we would have not had anything to show. 

To the Clinic presenters, 
Brian Cashmore, Chris 
Drowley, Murray Bold, 
Lloyd Dickens, Glen 
Anthony, Dean Farrow & 
Kabita Whale many thanks.  
We know you spent many 
hours  prepar ing and 
presenting your clinics 
covering model buildings, 
radio control of locomotives, 
computer and radio control 
of turnouts, 3D printing, 
animation,  vacuum forming 
of styrene and rock making. 

Thanks go to Toottoot, 
Enchanted Gardens and The 
Plains Railway for the hand 
outs they provided for 
insertion in the Convention 
Packs. 

Many members assisted with 
printing, collating the 
Convention Packs, assisting 
with the Buy. Sell and Swap 
tables, acting as drivers or 
navigators for the railway 
visits and carrying catering 
gear.  The catering crews 
who set up and cleared up 
the morning and afternoon 

teas and lunches a very big thank you, there were too 
many to name individually 

We were assisted greatly by the staff at The Russley 
Golf Club & Function Centre, who not only provided 
meals on Friday and Saturday nights, but stored our 
water and salads in their cool room.  New World, 
Rangiora prepared the salads and Coupland’s Bakery, 
Rangiora supplied the savouries, bread and cakes. 

9th National Garden Railway Convention 
The Final Wrap Up 
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Wayne’s World 
Report & Photos: Wayne Haste, Tawa 

This month I have been building some things for myself. The three open wagons were built by the Saxon 
wagon works for the 750mm gauge railways in East Germany. 

The canvas cover over this wagon, 97-18-55, is to protect the load which could be sand or lime etc. The cover 
was made by Diana my Wife. 

This highsider wagon, 97-19-20, was designed to carry livestock, cattle  sheep etc and coke for factory boilers  

This small open wagon with a wheel base of 2.700m, 97-19-15, was built as a general purpose high sider, then 
rebuilt with a tank to carry manure , this I would like to model later  
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March 28/29 2015:  Wairarapa Steam Weekend  

May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 11‐12 2015 Alpine Energy 2015Model Railway Expo, Timaru 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 

Coming Events 

Owners of Live Steam Locomotives are invited for a weekend of running at 
two layouts in Masterton on 28th and 29th of March 2015 

Dan Hughes and Lloyd Dickens invite you to run on their layouts for the weekend. 
On Saturday we will be running on Dan Hughes Upper Plain layout at 20 Upper Plain Rd, 

Masterton 
BYO BBQ in the evening followed by night running by locomotives of the local Garden 

Railway group members and guests. 
On Sunday we will be running on Lloyd Dickens’s Castletown layout at 55 Titoki Street. 

Masterton 
BYO food both days. 

Saturday/Sunday March 28/29 
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Proceeds to Hospice  
South Canterbury 
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
 

There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    


