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Dean Farrow’s Drewry 88 seat railcar crossing the bridge onto the deck on the Kippenberger Line 
 Photo: Hancox Family 
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If ever an advert for Accucraft's Dora 
this is it with a wonderful conversion 
of simple Dora with her twin 
oscillating cylinders gears 2:1 to her 
wheels. 
My Dora ran for nine days 
maintaining operations on my layout 
at OMES Festival Week so I am 
already sold on the little beastie of a 
Lady . 
Attached display inside and small set
-track layout in the steam-up bay 
area ... appropriate for live steam 
operation I thought. 
Locos on display and lettered with 
their railway the GNWR [ Great 
Nasty Weeds Railway]  
Bertie the basic Roundhouse loco 
and first to be purchased. Forney 2-4-
4 which comes from the American 
North Eastern state Sandy River and 
Lakes RR which was unusual for 

America being two foot gauge rather 
than the usual three foot. Pride of the 
collection the museum quality 
Climax which was purchased 
believing each short bogie would 
negotiate small radius curves as a 
diesel would .. unfortunately the 
flexible gear drive doesn't appear to 
like them.  
Cheapest and pride of the fleet for 
wonderful service both on her home 
track and on the set-track display 
layout where she kept the show 
running for the nine days ... Dora 
from Accucraft.  
Last to arrive the day before the 
display opened is Roundhouse 
George  in the specially 
ordered yellow livery. He normally 
comes in a WD Grey.  Yet to be run 
as I have yet to build a running road 
for him to check out his two channel 
radio control.   All the locos have a 

running road for convenience of 
indoor steam-ups for running in and 
checking etc. As well as for me to 
learn about driving the wee beasties.  
Also in the photo are completed IP 
Engineering four wheel coach and 
guards van with another incomplete 
coach to show passengers glued to 
their seats.  
The Forney is on the track but failed 
to negotiate the first curve with its 
lightly fitted front pony de-railing ... 
so was put back on display for 
another day.   Bertie was also tried on 
the track and started off very 
smoothly with the tank car, which he 
through off at the first curve and 
while I cleared the track did half a 
circuit before jumping completely off 
the layout to land on the concrete two 
feet below.   This resulted in a bent 
piston rod and later it was found the 
chassis pushed in a millimetre ... not 

OEMS Festival Week 
Report & Photos : John Clover, Dunedin 
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much but enough to stop the slip-
eccentric gear working as the axle 
assembly slopped from side to side, 
making room for the inner part to slip 
out of position.  
Here you can see the inner part of the 
slip eccentric gear on the left of 
picture has slipped out of position un-
like that on the right.    Roundhouse 
suggested a hand pull would suffice 
but I drilled and put a 3mm screw 
between the frames and with three 
nuts forced the frame outwards to a 
loose but secure distance apart 
[ screw and nut on one frame and 
two nuts on other frame ] checking 
with callipers etc.  
The rather tightly curved set-track 
layout.  White sleepers date from 
some years back when I organised a 

Xmas display for the Dunedin South 
Businessmen's Association with a 
couple of white painted doors 
supporting a fir tree with a circuit of 
track various animals and other kid 
appeal things, parcels of boxes 
wrapped in Xmas paper by my wife 
etc.  
Local nursery had some 100mm clay 
pots and I bought around twenty for 
this purpose and at the last moment 
bought the flowers  and transplanted 
them ... 'instant garden' for somebody 
who simply is not a gardener hence 
the railway name as only weeds and 
roses grow at my place. Sadly 
without a windbreak the flowers 
suffered badly with strong winds 
during the first couple of days.  I 
removed the pots and stood them in 

plastic trays of water overnight at 
first.   
I was having trouble with Dora de-
railing at the far left entry to the curve 
and had the idea of reversing her 
from clockwork to anti-clockwise 
running and had another problem 
that the curve starts three sleepers 
from the end of the side straights and 
in the heat of the day and hot loco 
running over it the chairs softened 
and the outer rail inclined 
outwards .... that was final day and 
with about an hour to go I gave up.  
Solution I think is to extend the ends 
so they have the complete curve ... 
which then raises the question "will 
they fit in my car?” 
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Canterbury Happenings 
April has been a busy month, 
particularly in Rangiora with 
trains running over three 
weekends. 

Kerry & Crisma Paterson, with 
their two girls, Kelly and Lorraine 
stayed with Lyn and Alf over 
Easter weekend and following a 
‘”Pot Luck” tea on the Saturday 
night, enjoyed by the Hancox 
family, Ross Fraser and the 
Galbraith's, a session of night 
running was enjoyed.  

Ross ran his European passenger 
train on track power while Ian and 
Dave ran on battery power 

Trains were run on the Culcreuch 

Garden Railway on the Sunday, 
following an inspection of the new 
road bridge. 

On the Monday a short running 
session was held on the 
“Dumovin” railway to test the 
running of new locomotives. 

The Christchurch Garden Railway 
Group held it’s April Running Day 
at Alf & Lyn’s “Kippenberger 
Line” on Sunday 19th.  As new, 
additional track had been laid by 
Ross Fraser, only days before, this 
was tried out on the evening 
before. 

Andrew & Michele Cogger stayed 
with Alf & Lyn the night before 

the Running Day 

The weather was fine for the 
Running Day with over 30 in 
attendance, and 9 different trains 
were operated on the railway. 

Alf and Lyn hosted over a dozen 
members of the newly formed 
North Canterbury Model Railway 
Club on Sunday 26th April, with 
assistance from Ian Galbraith and 
David Hancox 

Ian Galbraith's passenger train drifts downgrade on the “Kippenberger Line.” on 4 April 2015 
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Ross Fraser's “Crocodile “ and train during the night running Photo: Lyn McClure 

The tram service ran throughout the evening Photo: Lyn McClure 
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The bridge was built from the Ted Brewer plan, (www.brewerplans.com ) of the King Truss railway bridge. 
Decking and sides have been added to make it a road bridge.  Signs and road formation yet to be completed. 

The new single lane road bridge on the Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 
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Ross Fraser busy laying the new track on the “Kippenberger Line” Photo: Lyn McClure 

Ian Galbraith’s new GP9 and David Hancox’s GP30 double heading on the “Dunmovin Railway” 
The GP9 is due to be stripped and repainted in Rio Grande colours 
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1:Ross Fraser’s 3 RDC units 

2: David Hancox’s “Bumble Bee” 
crosses the pond 

3: Ian Galbraith’s C16 drifts downhill 

4: Lyn McClure’s circus train waits for 
the “off” 

All photos this page by Hancox Family 
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Andrew Cogger’s train parked up near the circus 

April Running Day 19 April 2015 

Dean Farrow’s Drewry 88 seater railcar on the outer loop. Photo: Hancox Family 
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Alf Large, Albi Whale, Ross Fraser and David Hancox enjoying the sun while Kabita Whale has her turn at 
train running Photo: Lyn McClure 

Murray Trim, Kerry Paterson & David Hancox taking on some refreshment Photo: Lyn McClure 
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Glen Anthony’s NZR Tr passing Kerry Paterson’s NZR “F” Photo: Hancox Family 

Ian Galbraith’s C16 climbing through the bush, Alf Large’s FA1 sitting in the siding and David Hancox’s 
passenger train drifting down through the bush Photo: Hancox Family 
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Murray Trim brought along two items he had 
produced on his 3D printer.  The drawings were 
picked up from the Internet.  The drawing for the 

little loco was  originally On30  which Murray scaled 
up to fit a G scale motor block 

Kabita Whale’s Mogul and Dean Farrow’s Drewry 88 seater railcar at the station Photo: Alf Large 

Kerry Paterson’s NZR “F” and train on the outer loop 
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David Hancox’s train taking the high line while Alf’s train takes the low line Photo: Hancox Family 

Visit from North Canterbury Model Railway Club  
On 26th April 2015, members of the North Canterbury Model Railway Club visited the “Kippenberger Lone” 

Alf Large pointing out a feature of his railway to the guests Photo: Hancox Family 
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The Tram waiting for the last passengers Photo: Hancox Family 

The C16 drifting down across the bridge connecting the garden to the deck Photo: Hancox Family 

The guests interacting with Christchurch Garden Railway Group members Photo: Hancox Family 
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Auckland G Scale Group Meeting April 2015 
Report &Photos: Robert Graham, Auckland 

Bruce Cropper’s experimental slow motion device .  

The Auckland group meeting for April 
was hosted by John Stephenson and his 
daughter Helen, at their Remuera 
home. This was a traditional grass 
meeting with track laid out on lawn at 
the rear of the house. The weather 
although dull and overcast was dry so 
we were able to  get some train running 
in. 

The track plan that John and Helen had 
laid out on the lawn was basically a 
large loop with two twists in the loop. 
This means that the track has two 
angled crossovers so the train drivers 
had to be on their game and avoid 
collisions at the crossovers. 

John had the track set up for DCC 
control but for some of the time it was 
also changed over to DC power using a 
1 amp LGB controller that Bruce 
Cropper brought along. This was quite 
useful after the tea break when Darren 
Blackmore and his son Logan had 
trouble with their chipped LGB Uintah 

Mallet loco that did not want to run on 
DCC but was happy to run on DC. We 
also had battery powered and live 
steam locos running on the track which 
made for an interesting and varied 
afternoon. 

John Boyson came along to the 
meeting and showed us the plans for his 
new home which is being built just over 
the Bombay Hills. The new house is 
going to have a basement which will be 
John’s space for his workshop and the 
indoor component of his railway. He 
has pre-planned the layout of his 
railway and has retaining walls already 
under construction for it. One was left 
with the impression that this may be the 
case of the house designed around the 
railway rather than the railway designed 
around the house. Either way I look 
forward to being able to visit what 
looks like it will be a pretty special 
railway. Perhaps you may be able to 
visit it during the 2017 convention? 

Bruce Cropper had a Thomas the Tank 
Engine which he ran, now this wasn’t 
the normal large scale Bachman 
Thomas but was a Lionel Engine that 
Bruce had modified to be able to run on 
G scale track and DC power. Bruce 
also showed us a slow motion inertia 
device which he plans to fit in a wagon 
to run behind a live steam loco. This is 
an adaption of a friction drive motor 
which Bruce had picked up from eBay 
and which he had fitted LGB wheels to. 
It had a hefty flywheel in it, which 
meant that with only a small push it 
would travel quite a long way. Bruce 
hopes that this will smooth out the 
motion of a live steam loco giving 
better control at low speeds. What this 
space for future developments on this 
idea. 

Once the light started fading and when 
we felt it a few spits of rain it was time 
to pack up and we all thanked John and 
Helen for hosting our meeting before 
heading home. 
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Derek Lane and Helen Stephenson watch John controlling the train .  

Uintah Mallet passing at speed 
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Logan stops his Thomas while waiting for Linda to pass over the crossover .  

John Stephenson’s Roundhouse Linda raising steam  
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Bruce Cropper tries digital control  

Henrik Dorbeck and I have been asked to sell a number of items for a previous member who is downsizing.  Amongst the items is this 
turntable [now sold] with an interesting use of a egg beater type drill to get the reduction gearing while turning the drive ninety degrees. 
Originally it was hand cranked via a long shaft but later converted to electric power using a 12v electric car seat adjuster. 
Michael Hilliar Auckland 

Information Requested 
I am considering buying a Mamod Brunel Vertical Boiler loco but given the previous reputation of the early Mamod locos 
I’m not sure if they are worth buying. Hence I was wondering if anyone who  has one now or has owned one in the past can 
give me some idea of what they are like, are they easy to use and control, how long a run do you get, do they last well etc., to 
help me decide whether to go for one of these locos. Any help or guidance would be most appreciated  and you can send it to 
meat grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz. Thanks 

Robert Graham  Email: grahamclnnz@xtra.co.nz 



Page 19 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

New on the Collett Railways in Carterton  
Photos supplied by Lee Collett 

First of the catenary installed.  

Rolling the brass sheet to start the making of cement silos for the railway 
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Two silos completed, (left), First support completed (right) 

Silo completed, including ladders 
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Autumn In The Wairarapa 
Report & Photos: Warren Stringer, Carterton 

April Running Day at Moa 
Pass 

After half an hour of panel 
beating I have now removed the 
unwanted bends in two curved 
sections of set track from the 
layout, and they are now back in 
place ready for a test run later in 
the week. 

Do you remember in an article a 
while ago when my neighbour’s 
young steers came to visit one 
night, and they trampled around 
on the railway track.  Well I 
thought that I had fixed up all of 
the bends and breaks that 
resulted from that little episode, 
but no, this month we found a 
couple more places where the 
locos and rolling stock were 

having trouble staying on the 
rails. 

Isn’t it interesting how you can 
get the track running nicely with 
your own trains, but when 
somebody brings along their 
trains to run all hell seems to 
break loose.  Well things weren’t 
quite that bad, but there were a 
few locos and coaches that 
seemed to be like heat-seeking 
missiles, unerringly searching 
out all those kinks and bumps in 
the track that I didn’t know were 
there. 

There are several large trees 
around the layout, so the 
weekend before the running day 
I had cleared a truckload of 
leaves from the track, and pulled 
a few pesky weeds out. My 

trains were running well, and  
things were looking ready to go.  
At this time of year the trees are 
shedding their leaves with a 
vengeance so I expected that a 
quick clean-up would be needed 
again the following weekend.   

Hmm, well during the week we 
had a right-old wind storm and a 
nice soaking of rain, which did a 
good job of re-littering the 
layout with a nice new blanket 
of Autumn leaves.  Now I 
remember why I try to avoid 
running days on my layout 
during Autumn. 

The garden railway lads from 
Wellington did not have a 
planned outing for this month, 
so they took the opportunity to 
come across to the Wairarapa for 

Track repairs taking place under close supervision 
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our running day.  The weather 
man had promised us a beautiful 
calm and mild day, so the mob 
from over the hill came over in 
force.  It was a great turnout and 
as most folks had brought 
something to run there was 
plenty of action on the layout. 

We have a couple of big loops to 
run on, so even with half a dozen 
trains running at the same time 
there should be plenty of space 
between them.  Yes, well usually 
we seem to get distracted by 
something and so of course there 
is always a bit of excitement to 

keep us entertained – today was 
no different of course, with the 
odd near-miss, and the inevitable 
derailment to keep us on our 
toes. 

And when Debbie brought out 
the food we had another 
distraction to contend with. 

Moa Pass on a sunny autumn day. 

The best seat in the house.. 
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Since the last running day the 
layout has had some new 
additions.  Many of Charlie 
Collinson’s buildings have been 
used to give the township area a 
bit of character. The trees and 

much of the groundcover 
planting is settling in and 
making things look a bit more 
natural.  It has been a very dry 
summer here this year so much 
of the plantings of baby’s tears 

have been knocked back badly, 
though it seems to have survived 
in pockets.  A self-seeded patch 
of parsley is back again this 
year, larger and stronger than 
before and looking a real 

American muscle at work 

Ian Webb’s tram on the high trestle. 
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picture; this will die back over 
winter and return again in 
spring. 

As I am a somewhat lazy 
gardener I try not to plant 
anything that cannot take care of 
itself, so inevitably there is some 
attrition of the less hardy plants 
during the harsh weather.  One 
pleasing outcome of my planting 
exploits is a nursery bed of 
cuttings from my Box Hedging 
plants (Buxus); these were 
poked into the ground in a 

corner of the layout, and it looks 
like over 90% of them have now 
set roots and are putting on some 
strong growth.  These will 
eventually be planted out to 
supplement the forested areas in 
other parts of the layout. 

Now that the running day is over 
parts of the layout will be 
dismantled and rebuilt to 
accommodate some new 
scenery, including new tunnels, 
a pond (AKA the harbour), and 
a new branch line track way 

running up to a ‘steaming-up’ 
bench at one end of the layout.  
As the layout is built at ground 
level this should also allow the 
less-agile among us to assemble 
their trains while standing up. 

The demolition has already 
started so it looks like this 
winter much of the new project 
work is going to be done 
outdoors.   

The Isle of Man express. 
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With a bit of a shortage of 
volunteers to host our April 
running afternoon the lads from 
the Wellington Garden Railway 
Group instead mounted a raiding 
party and went visiting the country 
instead.  Okay not quite a raiding 
party as Warren Stringer had been 
advised some of us might pop in to 
the running afternoon he was 
hosting at his railway for the 
Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
As it turned out I think the lads 
(and lady) from Wellington almost 
out numbered our country cousins. 

Warren’s Moa Pass Railway is set 
in an almost park like setting on a 
life style block just out of the 
thriving metropolis of Carterton.  
The railway has been quite 

cleverly designed in that it can run 
as two independent loops or by 
throwing a couple of turnouts can 
function as a much longer single 
line loop.  A number of selectively 
place buildings have appeared 
lately having been salvaged from 
the late Charlie Collinson’s 
railway.  I always think it is nice 
went we can remember past mates 
in this sort of way. 

I arrived a little late but of course 
in time for the yummy afternoon 
tea, and yes cake!  Oh yes getting 
back to what I was about to say; 
when I arrived the resident 
Wellington Garden Railway Group 
IPW was hard at work helping 
Warren make some adjustments to 
an errant bit of track on the loop 

being used by the live steamers.  
Warren confessed he doesn’t run 
his railway as often as he’d like 
and a few gremlins had crept in 
since the layout was last run.  Not 
that it was really an issue, it’s 
great really seeing lads chipping in 
with sorting things so most 
problems were well sorted part 
way through the afternoon.  I feel 
this is one of the good things in 
hosting a running day, lots of 
helpful advice and always in the 
best of humour.  The more reliable 
you can get your railway running 
the great the enjoyment grows. 

Though I am a bit jealous and I 
wish I’d come up with as cunning 
a track plan design as Warren has.  
Some time was spent discussing 

Wellington Visit the Country 
Report and Photos: John Robinson, Tawa 

The park like setting that greets visitors to Warren’s Moa Pass Railway. Photo: John Robinson 
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things like a wharf, sawmill, 
quarry etc. as well as a proposed 
branch line and steaming bay as 
future plans were outlined.  With 
three live steamers run alongside 
all the battery powered trains it 
something likely to be well used in 
future.  Golly even good old DC 
track power guru Gavin was seen 

with the controller for a live 
steamer in his hands, well I felt 
sorry for him with his Bachmann 
Climax at rest all afternoon.  It 
couldn’t possibly have been me 
trying to sway yet more folks over 
to the steamie side! 

As the day was really the 
Wairarapa Group’s day I won’t 

hog their joy of reporting that a 
very pleasant day was had by all 
with lots of trains run and much 
conversation and banter shared.  It 
was well worth the journey over 
the Rimutaka Hill mountain pass 
and back.  The fellowship was as 
warm as the day, these country 
folk do garden railways very well. 

An overall view of the railway looking back to where one approaches the railway from Photo: John Robinson 

John Seward’s Argyle/Accucraft NA at work Photo: John Robinson 
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Gavin Sowry’s Climax and logging train Photo: Rodney Bracefield 

Just what were the collective discussing as Murray Clarke’s train passes by Photo: Rodney Bracefield 
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That’s Warren seated at left smiling away as he soaks in train action.  Lloyd Dickens IOM train in the 
foreground and Gavin Sowry’s Climax on the siding. Photo: Rodney Bracefield 

John Robinson caught topping up the water on Manawanui, his Regner Lumber Jack live steamer  

 Photo: Rodney Bracefield 
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The morning started off with a bit 
of a surprise when Murray 
Bold arrived early. Sue and I 
were sitting outside discussing 
the plan for the day over a coffee. 

I pointed Murray in the right 
direction. He and his good lady 
wife settled in getting his loco 
ready for a serious days steaming 
ahead. 

Within the hour most of the 
Wellington lads turned up with 
their toys and prepared their 
trains for operation. 

The weather did not start off well 
from threatening to rain, to a little 
bit of drizzle however the 
weather gods were kind and the 

day cleared up with a gentle 
breeze. 

The day followed with trains 
flowing around the railway freely 
and  eve rybody  en joy ing 
themselves. 

I don't own a live steamer. I 
really appreciated that Chris 
Drowley let me spend time 
driving some of his equipment. 
This was a turning point for 
me and I just have to get me one 
of those. Thanks again Chris for 
sharing your toys. 

The days steaming flowed into 
the early evening with a little 
night run and by then most of us 
were steamed out. 

We had a BYO BBQ with the 
guys pitching in and cooking.   
Murray was pretty much chief 
cook showing off his BBQ 
techniques.  Thanks Murray. 

It is always fun when a group of 
people get together and enjoy 
sharing a hobby. We learn so 
much from each other. 

As for me, my railway is still 
under construction so I have a lot 
of work to do before our next 
steam day. 

By the way guys a new steam 
light up area will go in. 

Sue even commented on how 
impressed she was to see the guys 

Wairarapa Steam Up 
Report & Photos: Dan Hughes. Masterton 

Murray Bold’s train at Toe Toe bridge 
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get their trains steamed up and 
operational so quickly.  

Many thanks to every one who 
turned up and to those that 

travelled to get here. 

Happy Steaming. 

John Robinson’s Otto and ore consist passing West Side yard. 

Chris Drowley’s  Lady Denise and consist at speed passing West Side station. 
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Murray Bold’s loco and passenger train at West Side . 

Shay at work at South Yard loop  



Lloyd Dickens’s loco preparing to be steamed up 

Smoko at Upper Plain. 
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May 9‐10 2015 Dunedin Model Train Show, Dunedin 
May 30‐1 June 2015 Model X Hobby Show, Henderson 
May 30‐1 June 2015  AMRA Conven on Auckland, North Shore 
July 6‐11 2015 Na onal Garden Railway Conven on, Denver, Colorado 
July 11‐12 2015 Alpine Model Railway Expo, Timaru 
July 11‐12 2015 Taupo Hobby Show, Spa Road, Taupo 
August 15‐16 2015 WaiRail Model Railway Exhibi on, Masterton 
October 3‐4 2015 The BIG Model Train Show, Christchurch 
October 24‐25 2015 Great Li le Train Show, Invercargill 

Coming Events 
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T H E  G A R D E N  W H I S T L E  
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New Zealand Garden Railway Contacts  
 

There are a number of Garden Railway Groups in New Zealand.  Most have Running 
Days at least once per month, Summer and Winter.  With one or two exceptions where 

the Large Scale railway is indoors, the majority of the railways are situated in 
gardens.  Some are at ground level, while some are raised. 
Listed below are the contact details for the various Groups 

The Garden Whistle is produced by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and 
includes information about the activities of the various Groups and their members 

 

Auckland 
Club  Contact: Auckland G Scale Society Inc 

C/- Michael Hilliar, 22 Halver Road, Manurewa, Auckland 2102.  
h 09 266-4745  

Email: mhilliar@orcon.net.nz  

Waikato 
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato!  

Grant Alexander, PO Box 1172, Cambridge.  
Ph 07 823-0059. Email: gscale@clear.net.nz  

 

Wairarapa 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group.  
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.   

Ph 06 370 3790. Email:lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
 

Wellington 
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group  

C/- John Robinson, PO Box 56039, Tawa, Wellington 5249  
Ph 0274 427 160 Email: jdmcm.robinson@xtra.co.nz 

 

Christchurch 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Chairperson: Don Ellis. P.O. Box 7145, Christchurch 8240  

Ph 03 365 6555  Email: don@computercables.co.nz    




